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The Preface. 


ae for the Author, axd bis In- 
relligence : The firft time be went over 
into France was, ix the Tear 1675 where 
be bad not flay'd above a Tear, but that 
the place of bw Commis, or Clark 


7 wh Parti 
bh EEE - hat «grep dh 
Meifter of* S ws 2 the © leſs de 


Louvois, for = Aﬀairs relating to 
our Tree, Kingdoms, falling vacant h 
the Death Fs e Mr. 
'Scotchman' s Son, Fe ſame ; xr 
was conferred by bim upox a French- 
'man, a Favourme f his, named Belou; 
Who under flanding and there- 


e not bei to 7s whe the af 
=o efron f Pngliſh ' Max, our 54 


thor was recommended th him for that 
ſervice ( a be bouts in bis firft Letter) 


RN Led fo Note" by the way, 
the F# writ, on Fs Coun- 

#7 to that” <Bg Perſon be Correſpon- 
= cd with, ants when be li previ. 


ouſly _« raged to tranſmit all the Intel- 
gs db lea of the Proceed= 
166 French Court, Pefore” be be \ bot 


_ rages; "aid. " Pinplaymant. ( Git 
= mg not wo material, he took 
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wo care to. reſerve the. Tranſcripts by 
him ) and continued to be Inter /ophah of 
the Engliſh tongue till after the time of 
our Grand Revolution, ' when he came over 
into England ; where his fay was mot 

long, but that he: was imployed. Ly. the 
Jame Noble Perſon. to return iuto-France 
again, where the dangerous part he was 
to At may te better. concetved than 
OW expreſt, but . concerning which you 
may hear more bexeafter, 


Its no hard matter te imagine what 
Qualifications were. neceſſary te. recom- 
mend our Author to the Imployment a- 
fore noted, and how far bis ot-fide 
muſt differ from bis. in-fide during his 
aboad there, which together with lax part? 

which be has Aled ; in that dom, 
| fince bis preſent Majeſty King Willa! 
Acceſſion to the Throne, and. that be 
knows not how foon he may til! Fe.en- 
gaged to return ( though | he te at pre- 
ſent in London ) are Reaſers of ,them- 
ſeFves, without ſpree Ing any. Te of 
the "y that might rodaced, # ps 
ho. " ſd cient Jer * yas: ws 


, and 0 F azed 
by ark. whic yet- eas To than. : 7:4 
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" THPrefich, 
Yeodl23 Jolfer, "7 "ah Jatisfo dhe "iz Bb. 
as forward to render, as WHI Fhotph 7 
the Forld, as 'tis to that NoBle"Perf0h 
who has imployed him. =. 
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I am of Opiviou;, the Reader will be 
much b:tter perſwaded of the werity 
of the Fatls, as well as mich more 
pleaſed ' with the new Diſcovertes of 
State-Myſteries he will meet with, here, 
Ly the peruſal of the Work himfelf, than 
by any thing 1 can pretend to ſay in 
the Defence of the one, or the Coms- 
mendations of the other : And were it 
wot to olviate a vulgar Error and Ot- 
jefion that I foreſee would Le made 
upon this Subjetl, That all that 'could 
be. Writ' has been written already, 
concerning the late Reigns, 7 ſhould 
difmifs it ; But mew I am neceſſitated 
not to ſingle but, but. promiſcuoufly to 
call to mind a” few. Heads ( for to 
make an Enumeration of all the remark- 
able Particulars were to tin through 
the Contents of every individual Let- 
rer )* and to\asR the Objeftor, where 
it is he meets” with an exatt Account 
of the Private League between Kin 
Charles the Setond,. and the Frehc, 
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. Kikg'; he Dake of York's © ſtergr Cor 
Tr fpondence”® with that Court ; | Coles 
thad's \Inrepobhricn - with” both for bis 
oh Aﬀuditage ; The Intere/t'the Freneh 
aac both in England "and Holland 
among the ſeveral S688 "and Parties of 
Men, to prevent the late Queen's being 
married "to 'his preſent Majefty : The 
Methods*tbnterted 't6 Trapan her into- 
France'\w3tb ber Father's concurrence, 
and how prevented; Father St. Ger- 
main's arrempring King Charles the Se- 
tond "in his Religion, with the King's 
Anſwer, &c.  Plis unſeafontble bonſtinp, 
of it, the Orcafron of rs fright inth 
France, ' aud the Cenſare he underwent 
from thoſe of his Order for it ; Coleman's 
Wife's Petition to the' French King, the 
Axſwer, and her deſtroying 'her | ſelf 1 
Monſieur le Tellier's Speech about the 
Invaſion of 'England ; rhe . "Puke of 
York 'his pervertion to the Church 
of Rome ; Xi#z James his: Private 
League with France, when Regnant } 
the Eſſay made by Don Ronquillo, rhe 
Spaniſh 4mZaſſudor, to' draw” him "into 
rhe Auſttian /utere/t, 12Þ" his Anſwer; 
and Refuſal,” hi Jt0thr W France ; Flow 
Father Pette came to Yemide a Prroy 
C 0:44. 


wame 0 more, though the reſt are of P 
gual curiofity, AS. they had, in all the- 


lihood, been for ever buried in the pro» > 


foundeſt Oblivion, had not the Fate and 
Addreſs of this Gentleman. led. him to 
fetch them out of the Dark, and almoſt 
mnſcrutable Receſſes of the French Cati- 
net-minutes, fo the Reader will find they 
carry ſo much Evidence of Truth. with 
them, not only, by the Connexion they 
have with many material Paſſages in Sir 
William Temple's Memoirs, _ Mr. 
Coke's Detection of the Court and 
State of Eng/and during the Four laſt 
Reigns, &c. but by ſo natural an unfol- 
ding of what is obſcurely, or but Fran- 
fiently hinted at by thoſe learned Au- 
thors, who could not ſee beyond their 
light; and yet ſo remote from thoſe Scurru- 
ities, af well as Inconſiſtencies, to - ſay 
no worſe, which occur in ſome other, pie- 
ces of the ſame Reigns,. that it were a 
Crime to make any farther Apology for 
them : Tet it may be noted by the way, 
that this ſame doth evince the neceſſity 
of this Supplemental Part, as well for 
the detefting of paſt Falfities, as for the 
: pers 
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.Conncellot $ 1 wherefore Mr b ;Skeltan was 
impriſoned in the Tower, &c. which, to 
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perfedting of paſt Difcoveries':\ And 'ris 


*n0 body will" qutirrel;” that'this 
Pk whith 3s - Entitled 'by the- Name 
of a Secret Hiſtory, "©, Pould be'writ- 
'ten"ix an Epiſtolary" way, when- #t \ be 
"confieered that ſuch 4 Form" was-indif- 


| pert y neceſſary wider the C ircumſtaite 


s of the Author, and his Noble Cot- 


reſpondent, and that" there \is''a ve 


engaging part naturally conched under 


ſuch a-method of whe 5; 'State-Arca- 


na's to light, by way of 'Letters; which, 


. in the veryNotion f them carry ſomethin 


'o if ſecrecy ; Though afterall, the'Rea- 
der cannot but obſerve: an Arr of Hiſtory 


to'rum," in a manner, through -the \whotke 
compofition ;' but whether. ariſing fromthe 
Hee of theſe Mimnurtes' from whence our 


' Author drew his Intelligence,or fromhis 


own" natural Genius, '\ar partly from 


both, is, I corifeſs a Qeſtion 1 never 
aked him,” netther 'do I'think the de- 
termination of it ; uy You conf dere 


arzon, 


\ GA AS 1 Ry \ 
"AFt#f the nature' uy mannerhow. his 
Creſts was\maruged, Mie" Tuqni- 
-rer may take otith. thit hes "COMA yanCe 
bas _— dflealts a Poſh bony 
gr, al 


GaF a ow 4 AENSCats 24 AAU eat hw 


of! the. time theſe, Letters. were conting- 
£4, _ between both Nations, though 
hae 15. alſo to\obſerve,. that ſame..of- them 
Eccaſ1axatly for fear of, intexception were 
written, in Cyphers, which 7 retain. by 
me, as: I da; the reſt of the Original Pa- 
pers, for my own and the Warlds ſatis- 
fattion + But: far the method purſued 6; 
him, during the preſent Reign, It wi{l 
then. he time, enough. to give ſuch hints 
thereaf as in prudence ſhall be eſteemed 
ſafe and neceſſary. | _— 


But though the Station this learned 
Gentleman was in, did, together with 
his own induſtry and curioſity, enti!le 
him to the vaſt Diſcoveries made in theſe 
Letters ; Tet the, tickliſhneſs of his Cir- 
cumſtances, and the fears of being ſur- 
prized, together with a natural tendency 
that is in Mankind, to take notice of 
preſent rather than paſt Occurrences, 
would not admit of a continued ſucceſſion 
of writing Matters of Fatt as they 
have fallen out in order of time; W, hich as 
it is a moſt convincing Reaſon. af. ſa'many 
inverted and promiſcuous Dates, Ja 1t 
has introduced: the. Methodizer: firft, 
under a neceſſity of frequently alteriug the 
| prefatory. 
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farory mid (onelifrue parts of the Lets 
qt Fhen'” | beds hy 
ch" under "the Fore 
\muſt nect art 


alt if breathes," Y 
montioned Circiimſtimce 
bappin, and which'yet are groundetl upin 
the "maſt irrefragable 'Authorities, | that 
there Wight be a onveftion berweew the 
| ſeveral Parts, and the Hiſtory appear 
entire,and al rich a. piece. And it could 
wot be ht ungrateful to our Reader 
tb have' the Contents" inſerted efors 
every Light, with "the" ſerviition of 
the Tears, ſo far as this neefal,” when 
each Matter was tranſatted, wherevf ther, 
neither as a neceſity for the Aurhir'? 
obſerve to'that"Noble'Lotd ro whom he 

was the intelligencer, who 7s 700, Bk 
a Critick"in ar1,oe's 'o dit; u 
were. 'upox on'fome very Special aefah us : 


zeither indeed wolth TuOUS way 
of Writimg, which the® the jen} "Opp Par ths 
nittes, hn was. under, forced to - mit . 


well of it ; efpeciallywhon th rs af 
the fr rating Le 10272 ee 
tobe mide pub l7tk.\'T howy 

fity "Ted" bis to_keep" 

ever he writ" that Was © 
ihicH-wothing 3s yore peſos 
Jous* aWHerorbe "Like yg s 
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from time to. time. Ore o the 
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without, which od it Fay = ime 


poſſi Re to have trayſmtted _ 
on thouſandth, part: of what the Wal 


bas bees obliged Witte, in is honge 0 x che 
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Tts true © here's are e fame Long: PY ' 
met with now and then in the. cauſe, of 
this Coreclpetdence, which, C float Fs 
pay [een to be foreign, and 

18.71 telation P the. main Sub 

eſis es. that there FIC few ar noxe. phy i 
or ſome ſort of. connexien,, and. qo. not 
in one degree or of  Anterf T6, R444 #he 
Britiſh p f fucly they are. 0 a8. tm 
belliſpment. to ys arts they I up, as 
wot to merit [o [ſevere a Cenſure, as to 
undergo tbe far 5 King CN TEE 


WW beret is FI Aa feeld, before: Me, 
Bt, xt . i vilcatley.or. any. EL 
ow wpon. the ex Gellenc 
7 etal Dc jeryerts. which 
are "wholly wew; JN ſhall. wave that, 
Oo ouly obſerve ; That. there, #590, one 
, or ſet of Men in England, nt 
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leſs the Court exempted, But may draw 
very ſeaſonable Informations, and no 
leſs timous InftruQtions herefrom, ſee- 
ing they have all of them, in their re« 
ſpeive turns, —_ many quite againſt 
their knowledge, been impoſed upon by 
French Emiſlaries, aud made Tools of 
to ſerve the Intereſt of France, to the 
prejudice of themſelves, and of their 
own Country; And how far the ſame 
Emiſaries,though under different ſhapes, 
according to time and occaſion, have 
prevailed to nouriſh and perpetuate thoſe 
Inteſtine Feuds, and Cruel Animoſities 
which they formerly ſowed among(t us, 
during the preſent Reign, will in part, 
among other ſurpriting Secrets, be the 
ſubjett matter of the next Volume, which 
will be continued down to the preſent. 
year 1696, aud which I could not farbear 
—_—— upon this occafion, though it. 
comes in by way of Anticipation. 
Nov.gth. 1696. 


D. Jones. 
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of the Author's being ireRcetrorhs Pla 
of Wi of the ea wy 


My Ling, 
F a -AQt Wi caſed wir my pPrefemen 
being-made. Interpreter for the; Enphſh 
Afro, x9 ha the Prjncipal. Gomrhis | or Clark 
Dit tohes, inder-eHe: Marqueſs De 

47h, 1000s ro. which hy pare 7 have beeh 
ately, admitted, ichithe Thoyghts 
of the  ondermty | ſhall ave to ſerve your 
Lordhip,; with much better IntlligEnce than 

hithefto my Circumſtances would admin of.; 
moſt of my. time;*<ſince my admiſſion into che 
faid Office, has been taken up in inſpe&ing 
Mr. KilePptrick's Method, who was Pre- 
'deceſſor to the Perſon to whom I am Inter- | 
preter, and I have under my Hands all his 
Papers and Minutes for near Twenty Years 
backward; whereby I do not queſtion, but I 
may in time give your Honour much light in- 
to the Intrigues of the Miniſters of State in 
this; Kingdom, and the Maxims they have 
and do go upon, for the producing ſuch Ac- 
cidents and Revolutions i in their Neighbour- 
B Nations, 
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Nations, and cſpecially in our Kingdoms. 
as may favour the Aſpiring Endeayours of 
this Court towards an Univerfat Monarchy. 
and obviate all ſuch croſs Events as may fall 
out contraty ti their Deſigns; 1thave ſeen 
ſome ſtrange things already, in relation to 
our Country. Cantrived: and Agitated vy 
them, but. my Buſineſs requires. ſo.muth At- 
rendance from ne at preſent, and the minu- 
ting out of any thing but what belongs to the 
Service of the Office, requires ſo* much Cir- 
cumſpe&tion- and Privacy, that 'T'durft 
hitherto venture upon' any fuch thing ;. byt 
I hope alittle: time will-put me jfto a free- 
dom of Circumſtance, that may in fome mea- 
ſure be anſwerable to my readineſs to ſerve 
you, and make appear how mnch'Tam, | 


Paris, Jan. 8. ''' Hy Lord, 
1676. N. St; igeri-:- = 26h <"X 
deed Og 


' Finmble Servant. 
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LETTER I. 


Of the Oppo Sia inads by'oh Freach A 
 nifters of State to K, Charles Thts Re- 
' floration., "with their, Anſwers to the 


| GEN «ROE; ries. 


; Lord, | 

Ccording to the. FEE: may 
A* have raiſed/ in your [Lordſhip by my 
laſt, of ſome Notable Intelligence from me, 
Sam to acquaint you with what perhaps.you 
will- hardly believe; that this. Court, conſi- 
dering the -near Alliance @ DOD een the Bur- 
bonian -and Engleb Rofa: F F als Ah ſhould as 
much as once 'thihk-/ to: obſt King's 
Reſtauration-to the Throne bot his edema 


but for'my part, 1 clearly find: there,is nei- 


ther Father, Brather., nor.. Couſin, ; between. 
Kings and+ Kingdoms, and that France uſed. 
the utmoſt; of her Policy, at thar, time, to 
keep us Embroited at Home, while ſhe might 
have -her Hands looſe to pl y, her Game A 
broad ;i but. becquſe I conceive 1t- may not 1s 
wngratefvl to;your :Lordſhip, to underſtand. - 
what thoſe Stratagems - were , which they. 
own: themſelves to: hays. practiſed upon. that 
Occaſion, I ſhall briefly biat them. unto © you, 
as L oy them —_— ;NGOE: ig their Knut "rap 
Migutes 3 


” os 
'e, 


T ho /\Geovet /Diffory 
Minutes; Monſieur Bourdea4x' was then their 
Ordinary Embaſſador at Zon.'0n, whoſe In- 
ſtructions wereg[both by him f and ſeveral 
otter Emiſſaries which —_ ad there, to 


rife (' [fl Mk Thea 
nl nt ert ores to 
A 2 Op LN and Power ; 


crpids with great vehementy. -tharhe wipe 
with much more Juſtice and Security do it, 
as having (what the other had nga) a Preſi- 
dent before him; but tho that General * 
fuſed the Propoſdl,, ' ad was: prooÞagainſt 2 
their Artacks of that kindz/ſayiing;* — 
not ſplit his Family oo a beryer er zen 
which the EromwelPs had ould 
wave all oe ProjeUls _ = Gran- 
are, that were jndired, and purſue : only: 
thoſe that conſfed with his Countreys good; 
and that they Jaw at laſt it'was irivain to at- 
cemptthe Union of the ſtrogger{Fa&ions at 
Home, cither : ainſt Momk, or the King's 
Reftoration : they reſolved to! thy: whac 
might be done Abroad'to workthem-into # 
Temper, ant{ therefore ro raiſe ſeatoulicsin! 
them fron their Neighboury,"they did in' 
March 1640." Defile ſeveral Battalions of 
Foot towards Galiis, giving outat 'the/ſame 
time, that their Pelignt was to > 
frrt in Conjunfion with 'the Spaniijh'Þ oroes'g 
ahd that. after the-Place was taker pp hem,” 
it was to be delivered up to *the' Ypindiradey 
"arſon 
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purſuatt tv/ ah . Agreemtht mide between 
them, that thi : latter had conſthrad 'to give 
up Cambr 72, 4 ſore other es to the 
French in lieb bf it's At ich proceedings of 
theirs, the, ens Mother: then” itt France 
eaking the Alt; ſhe briskly' temonſtrated 
onto them the unnaturdl” = they yang 
conſidering the near Ties of Blo6d in h 
Perſon between the Royal Farhilich of France 
and Fngtand, and how diſhojtoorable it was 
to oppoſe the Reftiturion of'a Prinee, which 
they were bonh& to promote even'By Arms, 
tho' he had been'nod' ways Allied ro/thenv: 
but ſhe was anſwered, that there were m4- 
ny Reaſons of ſtate which faperceded all 
thoſe Scruples ; that for her part, ſhe might 
be aſſared, ſhe ſhould be as well mg for 
4s otherwike ; that, it was not fafe for her 
Son to Be brought in purely by his owt; 
Subjes ; but that if they both would have'a 
little patience, they did nor queſtion bit they 
had raken fiich Methods fo to erhbroil and 
weaken England, - that there wonld be quick- 
ly room enough for the French King to britig 
him in, in a much more Glorions manner, 
ſo as that he might be Abſolute Maſter of his 
Subjeds, and have his Royal Anthority no 
rtiore to depend nport the fickle and change- 
able Temper of a Perfidions Nation, nor r be 
in danger to receive any check from Parlia- 
ments, that would fooner or latter prove Fa- 
&ious and Dangerous to his State ; that it 
B 3 Was 
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was viſible. the Spaniards had a great hand in 
promoting ſuch a Revolution in England, 
and therefore they deſired: her to conſider 
how diſhonourable it would be to the Houſe 
of Bourbon to ſuffer it; and how dangerous 
ſuch a ConjunQtion of England and Spain 
(which would naturally follow ) - againſt 
them would be, ſhe her ſelf might judge ; 
and that therefore ſince a little patience 
would Infallibly retrieve the whole Game to 
their Intereſt, and much more to her Satiſ- 
faQtion, they could do no leſs than purſue the 
Methods they had taken, and make both her 
and her Son happy, tho? it were againſttheir 
Wills ; that ſhe was much in the wrong. to 
judge of Things by /preſent Appearances, 
that. they were aſſured , however Matters 
might be concealed from her, the Conditi- 
ons propoſed to the King her Son by his Sub- 
jects, were little to her Satisfaftion, when 
they imported no leſs, than that her two 
younger 'Sons ( of the Elder of whom ſhe 
had conceived greateſt Hopes ) and her ſelf, 
muſt never ſet footing on Engliſh Ground, 
and that the King himſelf muſt Marry a Pro- 
teſtant Heretick, and ſuffer no Roman Ca- 
tholick to live in his Dominions. But when 
they found all their Politicks had failed them, 
and that the King was reſtored in ſpight of 
them, according to his Hearts Content, they 
afterwards fell upon other Stratagems, put 
zn due time in Execution to work upon his 

| Eaſie 
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Eaſie Nature, and to.render .his;:Power more 
ſerviceable, than (burrful, to. thaar Deſigns, 
rho” the King, (who was yer ſealible of the, 
Injuries done, him ) upon his Arriyal in Eng- 
land ordered, Bourdeux to withdraw out; of 
his Dominions,; this is the ſubſtance of what 
I find eatred here, in reference to this parti- 
cular,, and all 1 have now to Communicate, 
W hich, if 1find it reliſh with, yopr Lordſhip, 
[ ſhall not, fail tq lay hold of all Occalions t9 
demonſtrate how much I am, 


| x al Land, T4 
Pars, Feb. 19.. ___ 
1676. N.St. Your Lordſhip's moſt 


Humble, &c. 
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ſeveral Matches propoſed to Kyng Chatles 
des Second, 'by the French Court, with 
TT Anſwers ind ka of the ſame... 


- My Lord, 
d T's not unknown to your Lord tip, that 
4 . one Ly owe in the - French Polaicks has 
: been now, for many Years, to, bring - their 
Nei 1bour Princes into their farereh by 
gg ring them Wives 3 and the French W.0- 
| B44 - men 
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ad their own State ; fo that qn 
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men have had' an Excellent Faculty fo bring 
over th; Husbatids' into the Gallican' Nooſt, 
tho' apparently, co the hazard of dy s 
ite failing in - 
their end to obſtruct the King) 'Y rarion. 
they now attempted to Entrap him with a 
Wife ; 1 underſtand there were ſeveral French 
Matches propoſed to him during his Exile, 
and among others a great Lady, whoſe Name 
F cannot now 'remember, who had like to 
have been afterward Married to the Prince 
of Conde, and whom the King hotly Courted 
when in France ; but” becauſe he was refuſed 
by her then, he in his turn refuſed her when 
Reſtored ; tho? in reality ſuch a proffer on 
their part, was no more than to ſound his 
Difpolition towards Marrying a French Wo- 
man.in general.;..tor it he had. .conſented $0 
have taken this Lady to Wife, the French 
Court would nat. have ſuffered it, becauſe 
ſhe was a'Martial Lady, and of the contrary 
FaQion to. them at .. arts: A.' ſecond was 
their then Maqgamoiſell. D' Qrleans,the French 
King's Apnr, which Match agreed yery well 
both with her and King Charles's Inclination ; 
and the King ſeemed forward to. preſs it; 
but jt was not {© with the French Court, who 
by their Artifices put it by, as. retembring 
tikewiſe her Martial Temper, and'what ſhe 
had done, when, with her own Hands ſhe 
had fired off the Guns of the Baſtile againſt 
the King's Party in the Wars"of "Parts, and 
+: ir IE RO EE. .. aw 


or at: leaſt-wiſe, that ſhe would put R 
Charles upon thwarting in all things, What- 
ever. might promate the, Grandure of; Lewis 
tr th, Nay, fo great. was their Fear. of 


and ſuch as was every 
Guſto - the Cardinal, 
phiſtical Addreſſes. £9 bxing the Buſuneſs to 
bear, got. the Hook, baited, with we AP7 
pearange. of a great. It k of ,Beauty, | Delic 

the tender of a vaſt Sum of Money to boot : 
X28 ” He 


The PROM + Hiſtory 
He took Care alſo to have it rumoured a-+ 
broad, that ſuch a. Match was not only ig 
agitztion, but in a fair , way to be acceom- 
nliſked, alt which was, believed might have 
gone the Feat, but that it having been unluc- 
kily rumoured abfoad, that ſhe had paid her 
Fruits already to The French King, 'K. C. 
na. He wout not be” content with ber upon. the 
ſecond hand : However it were, the Reaſons 
-rranſmitred to the French Court, why ſuch an 
Advantageous Offer 'was rejeted by our 
Kmg, were, TY 
-- t. Becauſe her Unkle had fo aero 
oppoſed his Reſtoration, and nſed, him 
Contemptuoully at the Treaty of the Pyrentes, 


2, Becanſe that Alliance could be of | to 
Advantage to him, but by a little preſent 
Money, and would beſides raiſe Jeon in 
his People againft him, for which the Day 
was yet too early ; fo that ſeeing they found 
they could put go - French Lady upon him, 
| = reſolved to promote the March with 

ugal, whereby they were ſore, the King 
wo have no Iflue * ut that was not all, 
for by this'means, they were in hopes to ren- 
der him deſtitute of any Powerful Forreign 


Ally ; and that Duke of York being al- 
ready: -Married oo Chneor Flide's Daith- 


nd in'Pr a fair 1ſfve, both 
em? Matches los” ter ha a Founda- 
-* tion 


tion for New Diſcontenrs, weaken. the , U; 
nion between King and People, . and ppt the 
Younger Brother npon”Aſpiring "Thoughts 
in Prejudice to the Elder, But becai "the 
foreſaid Match with Portugal might not be 
thought to'be of their Contrivance, and for 
: ſome ſelf-ends, they put this piece of drud= 
gery upon the Queen- Mother, whom* they 
managed . ſo as to give her aſſured Hopes, 
her ſecond Song who was her Darling, would 
| by that means one Day aſcend the Engliſh 
Throne, and what might not ſhe and all of 
them hope. from 'him,;;who;had ever been 
much more open in Profeſſion of, and Zea- 
lous for; the Roman;Religion? Oc, But great 
Care was taken to_-glye it,out ,betimes, that 
this Journey of the Queen was only a” Viſit 
to her Son, now a King de fatto, and in all 
Royal State, and that. ſhe deſrgned quiekly 
to return and ſpend” the remainder of her 
Days in France, ' her Native Country ;; and at: 
the ſame time how highly ſhe was''offtended 
at her other Son, the Duke of Tork's Marri- 
age with the Chancellotr's'Davghter, which 
"about that ConjunEture' came to be publickly 
knowny and by whom he had' now a Child 
Born ; but whether ſhe had any Inſtructions 
upon this Journey''to"break 'the' Ice, and 
make Overtures to' her-Son about'the Sale of 
Dunkirk, gen > ons and onr* Mi- 
nutes are in a profounttTilence concerning it ; 


however I fhall in'my_ next give yon all "the 
| Gs tity 5 a <4 Inti- 
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Intimations that exer;came within. the verge 
of my wiedge upon this Head, aud In the 


mean time, am, 


Paris, Feb, 25. eſt 
1676, N. St. Your Loraſhips moſt 


Humble Servant, . 
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LETTER IV. 
- Of the Sale of Dunkirk ro the Freneh, 
and by what Methods effetted. 


on Ms} Op 

kr Cardinal Richlieu had Iong before 

laid a Fonndation for the French great- 
neſs, and even to nouriſh Thovghts of 
France's attaining in Time the univerſal Mo- 
narchy, is notoriouſly known to all that are 
converſant in the Hiſtories of his Time; and 
that Cardinal Mazarine, who ſucceeded him 
as Primier Miniſter of State, purſued his 
Steps, and made .conſiderable Advances in 
the Deſign before he Dyed, which was a- 
bout the Time of the Negotiation for the 
Sale of Dunkirk, is noleſs manifeſt ; and that 
the Methods both the one and the other 
purſued, was to ſet their Engines on work 
conti- 


|” id oy 
K W 
Cz 7 + Ge ” ? 
S, | . ” af 


coninuglly- to embroil. their Neighbours, 
ther jncateftine Þ $i In. an, open, Invaſk 
on pf one )angthers _ ke, tha 
myite ap tbo a 
they . might/ Tun, A con, rf 
ag & ranongal' Oe Neighby 


ons; liſh; were: | 
ed, avs Out pam Womb, mn Po 
Mulitasy, Strenggh., FTE 
confqquently they, made their utmalt Eflny 
taſemapgle in Ciyth Niſcards 3. and therafara 
i6:9vas-: Let Aichyien took: Advantage; of the 
unbappy-Eonjundure 39:the firſt lowing the 
Leeds of: Dilgontent; Ws ns King Gharjes 
a as py toy Ich ae :Hp&then,] > 
_— kindled Hoc Sarma. BR 4 wt 98 
nzdoms;|: as; terminated not. on 
Deſtrudtion. of: the King, but'even: Oo 
Movarshy:it felt; fo: that the Nation .aftny 
havingi uiylergone: a Spceeflion of alnoſt alk 
the. Forms of-Governmmeat, that baye:begnriui/ 
uſsamong the Sons of Mengrunat laſt iaeq ther 
vary Drag of all Government,cven Andraby: 
Klf43 which Mazaring didas: - queens fo 
qur-tp: keep  up;amonegdt.nosj asrhis: 
dedeon Kioblrew; had been forward. to. runcus: 


" © up e dangerous /Precipices that: jitro+- 
- Sporty ove on French Efforts: 


LK to prevent, oun refura: to our Oldandikaywn: 
S& Eon again, by the qi Reſtoration _ 


1114 ſtrack- no: damp 
alititzags, toifce. Ge the Bei rhey hu 
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betn *o-tong Ercting! and were now iti 4 


E- 


_ - fair way! to 'have'lald 0op'the Top-ſtone,Cin 


” I do ſuppoſe your: Lordſhip. 


danger-vww' be overthrown” at one Clap, and 
to have-af their Hopes daſhed to pieces ; and 
therefore" they ſto6d ſill for a Time to” ſee 


_ what {0 mighty - a Revolution in” England 


might- produce, agd'what mighty things: a 
King in the Vigour of 'his Years 'Cwhom 
they 'had' ſufficiently provoked during his 
Exile:) {6 hig} in' the Love of his Subjeas, 
the ancient Emulators of the French,” and: the 
People now in the moſt Martial Poſturethat 
ever-they were in firice *Fngland was'a'Neti- 


_ oh;-wonld undertake; but finding gt were 


ſeyon | Dgys, arid- that” then there" was no 
apparent- Bpoſition 49 our Couft-to' make 
any Ifieroachment of their Neighbours; the 
French" Miniſters began to re-aſſamie/ freſh 
Ropes,' and+ to- conſider what Expedients 
might 'be proper for to promote their'De- 
ſigns, -which now Forſome*> time had” lain 
Dormant ; one Projc&'was that of the Match 
meutioned'by m&'t6 your Lordſhip 'in my: 
Eaft, 'which ſucceeding; fo well; and/finding 
fill that the King was'/far 'enoughfrom-'de-' 
fgning any War for- the 'enlargment/of-his 
Territories, they reſolved to-makean Eſſay,” 
and ſee whether he was willing to part wit 
anything that was already/his own. 7 771 7 © 
| | ay. have 
heard of Cardinal de Retz': being in ' diſgrace" 
at the French Court, of- his being fot 


< -16f/ vt hat 


flec en; en of his being at. Lonidon 
1ncogyito ſome, time after the. Relſt6ratign;; 
what he was publickly Sor for in France, 
was.that he had favonted the Adverſe LEY, 
aha the Point of Febe Legitimacy.that head 
ere Madamoit ell « & Orleans tOfaſpire to ; 
h with our Kio an Abetted the Pee 
ons "of Rome-againſt, ofe of .the Court, 
about th the then groy Ang 1 'Di fhculties .CONCETR7 
| Ing the Fw byt what ever the Re aſons 
Were, they were never Pobliſhed, nor ſuffer 


| rets © but” this 1 is certain, that. 'OÞr 
ol nfs ferceded wi h the French King of Jag 

beha , vg that he was admirt Sr tore 

ing. been aſſured, it was by Ell a 

of. Diltirk, and was Teat afterward: 

dor r6 Rame 3 but” whether all this Em a iFSs 
ty to, carry 'On,a Negotiation,: WUn- 

rk, 1 wilt: fior poſitively affirm: vi Woke 

as 6 morh hke a French Þ 5 rick, as ones T2 does 


we the Spaniards. preſſed | our ig 
WH for the Reſtitution of Dunkrk, is pn- 
controulably true,” and made pretty large 
offers, -and.it is as tfue that the King tej 
their Propo Fals. which yer, did not 'difcou. 
Ze 'the OR: Etniſſaries, of whom they 

Wad by this Time Wany in England; as the 
Minvtzs ſhew, , who having Tag hem- 


— 


Telves with the Chancellor, and other hungry 


Colirtiers 'made afſo their- Overtores "0 
LOIG 


> be much, as entred in the Miniitgs « ir 


Y 


od Jax 
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told the King 'withal, That frond W 16. 
have that Town only for a Tempora 

tion, for fo much Money due to tim or hi 
Aſiftance” again aſt the' et and, Fins 


Fa efore, it was a Mayer of Right 2 y inf;- 
Fan. eing, they were now, x we to 
pos own, the Summ, with. more then hite- 
reſt, 14y, and they were fo bold. as to-rell 
hin? firther, that he refuſed to gave it for 
Moaey, they would endeavour ko; recover 
the. ſame by a War, . and queſtions PagyF- © 
onion of the Hollanders with t 
y Sea gnd Land in that rs. [ hes bring, 
nngyitl g'.as, the French, Gs En; 
fhould havefooting ſo near th em 9 Nl 
tinent, 3nd, in effet. they ajay 1 b the 
Dutch, Hoi and ſonje Fews Ther Emilla- 
ries, in_ England, (pp Fe then, any Body Elie 
to brijig "Init A alc -about. ; and, uſe 
they pla be ſure. to meet with's no ( 
Fions from the Spar. ds, "by TEEN xg their 
Iaſtances. to the King, ant allea og. a 
greater. righe to the Town then _the. reuch, 
they ainuſed them. with ; a - Pelign, they; had to 
reſtore it to them agaju, .uppu.A reaſonable 
equity 15 pb in FO and gave; It yy ore 
they .had catred into reaty already .wit 
them ypoa,that Head; fu * he Hong - Wa: 
ſo in cality I cannot tell nd ths js/ all 
that Lam able to. inform your, Lc 
concerning, our parting. wilt that; Jt 
tant Place z, Only that the ſummypaid; fox. 


..; 


1h White-Had. 5 - 
was two Millions, 'and five- hurfdred thou- 
ſand Lirves,” and ſo I remain 57 ue F 
Paris,” Marth". ' Your Lordſhips moſt 
- 1676. 'N: &. © ons FT 
16 1,% Wt 7d OALYTRET Humble Servant. 


—_— —_— tt. 


A —Cc 
— 


LETTER V; 
Overtares:made.to King Charles II. for 
the Sale: of : Tangier to- the French, 
01 41d how prevemed. VO 


He French having ( as T have given your 

' 4: Lordſhip! an Account itt my: Laſt ) 
gained their iPoint-in the buying of Dunkirk, 
whereof the French Forces took Poſſeſſion a- 
bont Oober'in'the Year, 1662. they pau- 
ſed alittle to fee how the Engliſh would re- 
ſent it before they would make any further 
Paces for 'the Promotion of their Cauſe ro 
our. Diſadvantage'; but finding the Memory 
of:the Anarchical Times, together with'the 
Nation's, according the Example of, the 
Court, daily degenerating from the Severity 
of Manners in Former Times, had in a man- 
ner laid them faſt aſleep, and quite oblitera- 
C ted 
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ted ai] hi hrs of Military Glory, ſo far 
as if there if een a ſudden Tranſmurarion 
of the Genius t the People, they reſolved 
. to make another Eſſay upon the eafie temper 

of the King, and try whether he would 
alſo part . with Taygier unto,.them ; - but 
whether it were that the King, was fenſible 
already of his Miſtake in parting with Dun- 
kirk, or that this very Motion of theirs put 
him upon conſidering what he had'done,-atrd 
the great Error he had..committed in Poli- 
cy thereby, it is certain he gave them an ab- 
{ſolute Denial ; and that their Minutes ſpeak 
but ſay withal that fo be fevenget of his De- 
nial; and make: him odious affer their vfual 
Manner ; this Court orderedytihowever- to 
be reported as if he had been willing for it; 
and further add, that the Kings'reat An- 
{wer was, that Tangier being his QnE#h$ 
Dowry, to whom he had- not” Jong been 
Marricd ; it would not at all:ſoujt with his 
Honovr to ſell it, neither could he well part 
with it, unleſs he parted-with Her ; that'it 
was by Parliament annext to the Imperal 
Crown of England, and ſo covld nor be Sold 
without them ; that if both He and his Par+ 
liament too might be willing to fell it at ano» 
ther Time ; yet to be fure, it was not pro- 
per to tffink of it juſt then, when after fo 
mrch Treaſure and Blood ſpent upon it al- 
ready, it might if ever, prove of fome uſe 
to the Nation, in the Wer then like ro be- 


g1N 
_ 


of White-hal!. 


gin with the Dutch : that he could not part 
with it to the French King fo well as to any 


ther Chriſtian Pri nay not fo well as 


even to the Moors themſelves, withour giving 
a very juſt and therefore a dangerous Cauſe 
of Jcalouſie to his People, eſpecially in that 
JunQure, when by the Carriage of the French 
be had great Cauſe to ſuſpeq, they were 
Jealous of his grandeur at Sea ; and would 
joyn with the Dutch againſt him : which re- 
fuſal of his, I muſt tell your Lordſhip, was 
indeed one of the ſecret Cauſes among others 
why they ſoon after aQuually joyned with 
that Nation, to diminiſh our Power, to 
ſham them, and weaken and undermine us 
both, as well as to hatch up a Navy of their 
own ; and fince 1 am entred upon this Sub- 
jet; your Lordſhip will pardon me, if I 
proceed a little further, and acquaint you ; 
that they did afterwards renew their Inſtan- 
ces about 'the Sale of the ſaid Place, with 
much more earneſtneſs then before, and-that 
at a- Time when their Intereſt was much 
ſtronger, and more prevalent at our Court ; 
and yet even then, tho' the Parliament had 
denied him the ſupplies which he demanded 
extraordinary, as your Lordſhip well knows, 
to be appropriated for the maintenance of 
Tangier, and that he was 1n great ſtreights 
for Money, he would not fell it to the 
French , nor reſtore it to Portugal ; but 


choſe rathes to demoliſh ic, and abandowit to. 
2 the 


= 
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the Moors; why he wovld not ſeit ito the 
French, 1 have alreidy given the Reaſons, 


| but there was perhaps another 'more preva- 


lent Argument for it; viz. the ſtrong Vote 
of the Houſe of Commons-to that Purpoſe, 
which your Lordſhip knows better then I can 
pretend to inform you ; to which perhaps I 
may ſubjoyn another in dve ptace; 'and there- 
fore now can only ſnbſcribe-my telt - 


My' Lord; * 


Paris, Offob, 24. © Your Lor dſhips moſt 
1684. N. Sr. 
Humble Servant. 
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LETTER VL 


Of the firſ® Dutch War j\\ begun in 


1664, 


Ay Lord, nM | 
| Have no Reaſon to doubt, but.'your Lord- 

ſhip knows moſt of the Particulars re- 
latieg to that unhappy War begun” between 
England and Holl-md in the Year, 1665.- but 
it may, it will not be unpleaſing to recount 
what the French deſigns might be-in-it, how 
they - promoted it, and whar Advantages 


they drew from it ; which 1 ſhall do very- 


briefly 


$M. 
. 


2 of Whice Hal.! 


briefly; when they found our King did not 


lay hold of thoſe Advantages put into his 
Hands upon his Reſtoration to render him- 
ſelf great at home and formidable abrpad, 
and made not the leaſt meen of a Martial, 
Deſigning and Ambitious Humour, they 
made it rheir firſt buſineſs by their Inſtru- 
men's at our Court, ro hinder his cloſing 
with Spain, or any other in the [ntereſt of the 
Houſe of Auſtria , by making up the Por- 
tugal: Match 4, as I have already hinted to 
your Lordſhip ; next by gaining the Duke 


of York timely over to their Devotion, - 


and then by other Emiſſaries'and Pentioners, 
whereof they chad good ſtore, both in Eng- 
land and Holland, to ſtir up ſuch Diſputes 
between the two Nations as might end in a 
War, and {6 divert the-firſt Kſſays of the 
Power of our new Monarch from themſelves: 
In this how admirably they ſucceeded, is well 
known, the Dutch on . the one fide being ſe- 
cretly incited and encouraged to Infolencies 
and - Eneroachments, and the . Engliſh to as 
deep Reſentments'; infomuch that a War 
was hotly urged againſt them by our 'Par- 


liament it ſelf ; the French - Court in, the 


mean - time playing Bopeep with th 


-both ; for it does manifeſtly: appear by The 


hints that'l have'ſeen, [that they promiſed 
Succour to both Parties in Caſe of a Rupture, 


though it were really reſolved to ſee us fight 
Hirſt, and then ſiiccour the weakeſt, and fo 


C1 kill 
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kill ewo Birds with one Stone, that is, di- 
vert and weaken both our Naval Forces, and 
make uſe of one of vs to increaſe their own 
Naval Strength, till which War was very 
inconſiderahle ; which they moſt effeQually 
did, for they no ſooner ſaw the Ballance in- 
cline to our fide by the firſt great defeat gi- 
ven the Hollanders in that War, but contra- 
Ty to all the Aſſurances hefore given to the 
King, they not only fided with the Enemy ; 
but drew the Dane too into their Confederacy, 
tho' they never did either of hem any good 
by fighting for them at Sea, but only by bri- 
bing one at that Time in the higheſt Favour 
in our Court ; I need not Name him. got a 


part of our Fleet, ſent on a blind Errand 


after theirs, where *twas ſure not to be 


found, while the Dutch and the reſt of our 


Ships and Commanders, were left to batter 
one another to pieces to make them ſport ; 
having gained their Ends in this Point , 
they proceeded and gained alſo another of 
yet more dangerous Conſequence, and that 
was to get the unthinking HZogens to build 
them moſt of the beſt Ships, they now poſ- 
ſeſs, and with which they have ſince ſcour - 
ged the Dutch both before Palerms and 0- 
therParts,and with which they have pretend- 
ed ſince to Match either them or vs 3 this ap- 
pears, my Lord, by the Minutes of the Liſts 


” we have of their Navy, whereof ſome Co- 


pics were Printed, but at preſent I cannot help 
your 


"of Whitehall. 7 
your Lordſhipto one; but therein were ex- 
preft the Daces and Places of the building of 
every Ship, whereof of near an 150 Men of 
War of all forts, near an 100 of them were 
built in the Ports of Holland, in the Time 
of the ſaid War; during which Time alſo 
they bought ſuch quantities of Gun-powder, 
Salr-Petre, and all forts of Warlike' materi- 
als there, 'as {0 ſtrengthined them, and ex- 
hauſted the. other, who ne'er dreamt they 
intended '1n 4 title Time to carry the War 
to them, that it -mnch facilitated the ſucceſs 
they had afterward in Invading that Country 
that War ended with all the Pceſe to their 
Deſigns they cquld deſire, both by the 
Treacherous Compliance of Corrupt Mini- 

ſters, they had gained in both Nations, and 
the Diſcouragement the Engliſh had recei- 
' ved, by the perfidious falling off of the Bi- 
ſhop of . Munſter from us, Junftion of the 
Dane againft us, and the Ehatham diſaſter 
1n having our Ships burat there ; which they 
effefed by procuring the Queen-Mother ro 
write a Letter to her Son, that ſhe was a{(- 
ſured the Dutch would have no Fleet our 
that Summer ; I need nor remonſtrate to 
your Lordſhip our il] Condutt herein, I am 
fyre our Enemies have both blamed and ris 
diculed us ſufficiently for it, though it ten- 
ded ſo manifeſtly to their Advantage, and 
wasa Pig of their own Sow ; and let me tell 
your Lordſhip, they did neyer believe our 
C 4 Kins, 
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King would ſo eaſily take the . bait, till they 
ſaw the blow ſtruck; and this, I:can. aſſure 
your Lordſhip, ſo heightned their Hopes, 
and . whettcd them in the purſuit of their 
Es upon our Court and Kingdonr,that they 
almoſt never left any Motion, they had 
made for their turn, till it were Effected as 
much to their plenary SatisfaQtion, as to the 
Kings Diſhonour and the Nations Ruine; and 
from hence forward you ſhall find them drive 
on their Deſigns upon us Jebw-like; 'the Par- 
ticulars whereof 1 ſhall not fail to tranſmit 
to your Lordſhip, as often as I can have ac+ 
ceſs to take them out with out Suſpitjon from 
the Minutes, where they are Depoſited, and 
ſhall therefore now only ſubſcribe my. ſelf, _ 
as I am in all fincere Devotion, | 


My Lord, 


Paris, March 29. Your Lordſhips moſ 
$676. NN. It. 


Humble Servant, 
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Of the Firing if the City of London, 3 


1666. + 


I Am fully ſatisfied by what I have both 
ſeen and heard at: Paris and elſewhere, 
that the Duke of York was in the: Year 1666, 
brought quite overito the French Intereſt , 
and 1 have heard ſtrange Stories related con- 


x 


cerning. \his Condu& at the Time- of that 


dreadful Conflagration of. the City, looking 
upoit- it Fanus-likez with one Face. ſeeming 
concerned for the lamentable Difaſter, and 
with: the other rejaycing to: ſee that ' noble 
Pile reduced to Aſhes, and its Citizens ruin- 
ed; who had at all Times been the greateſt 


Propugnators for Liberty and Property, and 


oppoſers of that Religion which he now not 
only: ſecretly profeſt, but was even ready 
publickly to own ; and rewarding thoſe In- 
cendiaries at St. . Zames, who then were ſuſ- 
pected generally to be French Men, as your 
Lordſhip well may remember ; but by our 


Minutes 1t does appear they were not ſuch ; 


but they were Perſons,at leaſt many of them, 
{et on Work by French Councils, and ſuch as 
at that Time were of all Men leaſt ſuſpeted ; 

- ” wy ” J 
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I mean Jews, of which they had then ſeve- 
ral in pay, not only in Ezgland, but all over 
Chriſtendom ; not only to give ghem Intelli- 
gence in which they are wondrous AQtive, 
but likewiſe to promate.and a&t the,worſe of 
miſchiefs, as which they make no baulk. By 
theſe Fires have been kindled, not only in 
Englend, but in Germany, Poland and elfſe- 
where, which the Germans imputed to 'Tur- 
k&/> Emiſlaries, though they were Jews hi- 
red with French Money, the Turki/b Policy - 
not being ſo refined in Miſchief; theſe forts of 
Jews put on the ſhape of what Chriſtians they 
'f pleaſed, and of this ſort imploy'd by France, 
'l there were and are ſtill ſeveral in England, 
| the Names of one or two of which 1 think 1 
ſhall be able to give your Lordſhip in ſome- 
time, though they go by ſeveral, as Time 
and Occaſion doth requrre, and fo at prefent 


I remain | 
My Lord, | 
; 
Parts, April 7. Your Lerdſhips moſt . 
1676. N. St. 
Humble Servant, 


LETTER 


of Whutc-hall. 
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LETTER VII. 


Of the French Irraption into Flanders in 
the Year, 1667. bs 


My Lord, 
He Dutch War, I have in a former Let- 

ter mentioned to your Lordſhip, being 
ended, by the Treaty at Breda, July gth. 
1667. the French gained all the Ends they 
propoſed by it; and more particularly (as to 
what [ have before hinted ) that both our 
King and People were now glad to be quiet, 
that ſome Diſreputation was thereby caſt in 
our Nation, but more on the King and Go- 
vernment, which began to ingender new 
Diſcontents and Fattions amongſt us, which 
they took care to foment, that they might 
make uſe of them afterward, and that they 
having lately obliged the Dutch, thought 
now they might venture to extend their 
Limits in Flanders, and try what Fortune 
their Monarch would have againſt Spam, 
being his firſt undertaking, ſince he took 
upon him the Management of Afﬀairs after 
A1azarines Death,wherefore new Pretenſions 
were advanced for the. Queen of France ; 
which though moſt learnedly and more 
then ſyfficiently anſwered by that —— 
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ed Stateſman . the Baron d* Jſola- in. his 
Treatiſe, called, The Buckler of State and 
71uſtice, and which T think I have ſeen in 
your Lordſhips Cloſet, yet it put no ſtop 
tQ the. French Carreer, but on they carr1- 
ed the War, and that with ſuch rapid 
Succeſs, that they not only ravaged Artois, 
Hainault and other Parts of the _ Nether- 
Linds in a ſhort time, . but alſo took Charleroy, 
Oudenard, Aeth, Courtray and LZ:/le, beſides 
what was done by them in the Franch Cour- 
ty and Burgundy ;, but your Lordſhip is ſo 
well verſed in things of this kind, that 1 
Mail forbear further-to trouble you, and ſhall 
only tell you, that after the Spaniard had 
ſuitered great loſs, and that the Dutch 
being both obliged by Treaty, and alarm- 
cd at the too near Encroachment of ſo 
Potent a Neighbour., aſſiſted the Spaniard 
with ſome Forces, which the . Monſieur 
well obſerved, but tor the Time diſ- 
ſembled it, though he reſolved both to 
remember and make uſe of It, when. op- 
portunity was put into -his Hands, one 
way or other to his Advantage ; the In- 
Xerventian of the Tripple Leagnc did for 
the preſent put a Hook in his. Noſe, and 
{o he claps up a Peace ,with the Spaniard, 
In 1658. with a Deſign' to break it as ſoon 
'as ever. kis Hands were, Jet looſe; and ſo 
I all conclude -this Letter with” my hum- 
ble Thauks fo your Lordſhip for my laft 

pe - 


+:.0f WhierHall. - 7 
And hope I ſhall ig my next be) 


able? to:impart' ſomewhat that wall he.more;; 
entertaining, tiltwhen 1 ſhall and ever will; . 

be ready 4 3109 THOMI 

p F If , us my 

WW Lord, 

Paris, April xt... ni 3: - To fre and. 

1676. N. St. WM iods 1975142 
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T ” Dutch alern#d 'at _, French Kin 
"Iriviption into Flanders, ſent a" Lt 


| ts) Gin Charles 11. about it ,a * 
7 


of which Letter wes tranſmitted to the 


Riker Court. + 


My Lord, | 
FF the Dutch underhand aſting the, 5 
ard,.as 1 havementioned;in m my. laſ oy 
the French King, upen;Ehaughts of Revenge; 


a peruſal of the Contents of the States Let- 
ter to our King upon the account of his En- 
croachments, whetted his Fury to an high 
Degre©.; bur all was Mmothered for the "Pr©\ 
ſent, there bein many rubs that- __ his 
way "that muſt firſt be removed : 


at the 
Con- 
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Contents of the ſaid Letter was, may be ea- 
fily gueſſed at, but the ſight of any true Co- 
py of it I could ne're get; the general ru- 
mour concerning it was, that our King ſhould 
ſend it as ſoon as he had read it to the French 
King ; but the Minutes ſay, it was only a Co- 
py of it, that was tranſmitted into France, 
and that not by the King but that it was 
Surreptitiouſly gotten from the Secretaries- 
Office and ſent tothat Court ; but that how- 
ever they ordered their private Agents both 
in Holland and England, to report that our 
King ſent it, that they might provoke the 
Hollanders to uſe ſuch Carriage towards him, 
as might diſpoſe him to join with the French 
in a new War againſt them ; which they 
had a Deſign to put him upon in revenge of 
that Letter, and of the Succours the Dutch 
had ſent the Spaniards, though no more then 
they were obliged to do defenſively, purſu- 
ant to the Tenour of their Peace with Spain ; 
of which War with the Preliminaries tend- 
ing to it, I ſhall not fail ro tranſmit your 
Lordſhip an account — and ſuch in - many 
particulars, as I do not Queſtion, but will 
be very grateful to your Lordſhip, 


Whoſe, 


Paris, April 18. . ® Fumble Servant 
/ 1676. N. St. 0 ES 
\ F am. | 
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LETTER X. 


. 


A View of the. State of the Reformed in 

France, from. the begiming of Lewis 
the, Fourteexth's Reign, to the Tee 
1669. | TH 


Ay Lord, 1 ego 2168.0 

'F Reformed in the Kingdom of France, 
- fince the King came himſelf tothe Ad- 
miniſtration of the Government, had rather 
been retrench'd im their Liberties, and decli- 
ned in Power thai dtherwiſe, whereas while. 
Mstarme was Miniſter of State, he (notwith- 
ſtanding theQueen-Mother's virulancy againſt 
then; whether it wereto Cajole Cromwell and 
theip then Governing Powers in. England, or 

out of his avertion td the Clergy in general, 
of whoſe Abilities as well as Honeſty he had 
no great Opinion ) things went tolerably 
well with them ; but now that the. French 
King found himſelf couped up with the T7i- 
ple League, and *confidering that”: any rigo- 
rous' Procedures againſt: the Proteſtants in 
his. own Dominions, would-at: this time be 
interpreted much ro his diſaqvatitage by 
thoſe df other Nations, and p— 
that /there was no hopes to' break the ſaid 
League, or te diſunite it, eſpecially the _ 
Ci, @ 
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of E:gland, of whom he conceived the grea- 
teſt hopes, and had the greateſt Eye upon, 
as being not only: neareſt; but alſo moſt 
powerful of any of the reſt ; it was reſolved 
to put forthan ample Declaration in Favour 
of. the” Reformed, which revoked ſeveral un-" 
juſt Judgments given againſt them, and re- 
medied'many Important Difficulties 4nd'Se- 
verities they laboured under, -whereof ' they 
had made their Complaints to the King, and 
which gave them hopes that they ſhould-for 
thefuture be left toilive m Tranquillity an 
Peace.. '\ They knew wellenough, unleſs this 
were: done, there was no. very great: like- 
lihnod to: bring our King to their Bow; of ' 
whom the Parliament. had:already entertain=: 
ed fome Jealouiies,, and-who would not fail 
tobe :enraged, whe thby came to under- | 
ſtand he had eatred into an Alliance with : 
King, . who_.gave .way'ito:the Opprefſion: 'of 
his. Proteſtant Subjects e-but. : this ſpecious 
pretence. of the - French - Indulgence, might 
ſerye- him very well:[10{ amuſe: his' Parlia+: 
ment; and; at the ſame time:tor deceive hints, 
ſelf” and the- Proteſtant Nations in general” 
without, might very well. believe the: French: 
proceedings herein, aid efpecially that-/ part 
of it which related tothe Retormed's future: 
Tranquitlity,: were. real;z when they- them 
{elves in France wererfullyperſwadet of: a 
and imagined that the;Days: of Henry IV th,: 
were returned upon; them: again. .It's:cer-! 
faul 
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tain. there. | had <been+«confiderable Efforts 
made, fince:our-. King's entring into the a+ 
forementioned T rippleAlliafice, to have it. 
further [ſtrengthned! by theAccefſion of | 0+ 
ther Proteſtant Confederaresiinfo' it ; and. 
that there: was a certairr' Perfon whoſe Narne 
was Mardilli* a Rotheller Boro, nd a Profef- 
for of the Reformed Religion; that took in- 
defatigable pains. in it ; the-: rrne' Story -qf 
this Man:is, very odd, and 'falling pat with 
the Deſign of this Letter, I ſhall giveas con- 
ciſe an Account of it as I can; net doubting, 
of your [Lordftiip's kind Acceptarice; this 
Perſon, 1 ſay; taking the Advantage of the 
Conjuncure:of the'League between Enzland 
and Hollandz: and'very much doubting; of the 
fincerity of the Declaration  made'in Favonr 
of the Reformed: in France thereupon, made 
his Application to ſeveral Proteſtant Princes 
about entring._into the ſatd Alliance, and was 
no ſmall Inſtrument to induce the King of 
Swedeland to come into it, which gave oeca- 
ſion of its being, called the Tripple League. 


He had been alſo at our Court, and opened + 
the King's Eyes, | in relation to.many things, 


that had been miſrepreſented'to him, and 
wherein he had 'been impoſed upon, either 
by the French Agents, ' or. the faltfity of his 
own Miniſters of State ; but theſs Addreſſes 
of 7Warcills. were not. long; icongeated from 
the” French Court! wherefors they took 
Copncil ,: and © diſpatctit: away the 'Nars 
1905 Ma! D | quely 
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Marqueſs : Dg-Ruw;nirineb England , | with 
Inſtructions to ;take off thoſe: Umbrages our 
King had taken; upon the Condua.vf the 
French Council xowards Him: 3 the [Marqueſs 
his Religion, being a Proteſtant, as welt as 
| his Capacity, recorimended chim-as the fit- 
teſt Perſon to aſſaft the King of the ſince- 
rity of the French proceedings, and that 
the Reformed-ſhotld have all the Juſtice in 
the World done them ; in ſhort, the Mar- 
queſs did his Buſineſs fo 'effeftually ar our 
Court, that tho' he were the Reformed's 
Deputy-General', he had alttioft Bankrupt 
his Credit - with all the Churches, who did 
not a little reſent his Complaiſance upon 
that Head. © Marcrll: having done , as he 
thought, his Buſineſs in England, was gone. 
upon the ſame Negotiation tothe Swiſs Can- 
tons, not .wihout DireQtions, 'as 'twas be- 
lieved in France, tho' diſſembled for a time, 
from our King, to induce the Swiſ3 ro come 
into the Alliatice ; whereof when Ruvien 
had advertized ; the French Court, the King 
gave Mareſchal Turenne, who yet made Pro- 
feſſion of the.Proteſtant Religion, Orders to 
Seize him, if poſlible, and'Kidnap him back 
into France ; the Mareſchal ro-diſguiſe the 
Matter as mueh-as: might be, -and- to give as 
little umbrage of any ſach'Defign-as was poſ- 
{ible ,, pitcht upon: Three Officers ae, 
Profeſſion of the ſame Religion with himſadf, 
to [£0 into Switzerlind $0 Seize him; the 
| ( lameneſs 
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ſameneſs of Religion between MMarcrlls. and 
them, gave thein eafie familitrity with bim ; 
ſo that at laſt havmg gor-him anto a place 
where he conld-not be refcixed; they)burried 
him into France, where he was'Tryed forth- 
With and Condemned ; the: Man during his 

Impriſonment, ſhewed all; the Conſtancy 
both of a Brave and Innocent Mind, and all 
the Application wf the Judges, and Rigonr 
of the Qneſtions put unto him, could never 
make hit change his Language, bnt he main- 
tained his Iniocence to the laft, andthe $6- 
crets he had been-entruſted - with: by a great 
Prince, whom T have heard ſome of his very 
Enemies/hlarne for not interpoſing in his be- 
half or '@fterward reſenting of it at all, 
When there were ſome things pet fo him in 
relation -to' that Princes Perſon, that little 
ſuited with his Honour; even upon the pub. 
lick place -of Execution, juſt as the poor 
Man was broken upon the Wheel ; and yow. 
my Lord, they had Murdered his Body. 


they went about alſo to Murder his Fame, 


by giving out that they were forced to ex- 
pedite his Execution, berauſe that having 
found a piece of Glaſs in the Priſon, he cur 
off his Privy Parts therewith, as thinking 
he might quickly blecd to Death, and ſo be 
his own Executioner ; which notwithſtand- 

ing being ſoon obſerved by the Goaler, he. 
rave the Officers notice thereof, who put 


him to Death Two Hovrs after, And that 
= D Xx France 
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France might feermto be ſincere at all Points 
in reſpe& to the (Liberty of her-Reformed 
Subje&s,om came” another Dedaration in Au- 
guſt 1669, inviting all of them that Sojonurn- 
ed abroad, / or were in the Service of For+ 
Feigners, back into! their :Native; Country, 
and particularly out of the United Provinces, 
where there were of them great numbers, as 
Officers, Soldiers, . Merchants, Seamen, &c. 
but tho” they. were thus liberal in their Pro- 
miſes to the Reformed, and made- all the 
ſemblance of. Sincerity in the Woxld here- 
upon, yet they never ceaſed underhand to 
tempt the moſt Conſiderable Perſons amongft 
them, by large Donatives and Hopes of Pre- 
ferment to come over to the Church of Rome, 
and what Succeſs they had therein will be 
the ſubje& of another Letter 3 and ſoI am, 


Paris, May 23. My Lord, 
1675. N. St. | 
Tour Eord{hiy's moſt 


Humble Servant, 
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Of ehe:Peowertiom of the Dries z Tar ent, 
-"Martſchif TTurenne, &c.: 'to the Ro--: 
iſh _ about the Jeay ans 


- My Lb 
Face Ut) have Iota ey your 2rfiEs 


n here. ip Invited her Sybjedts of | 
hi Refol 34 GO home out of all quar- | 
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. ets; The PR 'Tareht; who had” been 
ſertled ſevera Vers mn 'the Bene? Ron 
and; poſſeſs ferent 'Emplo Guitted | 
rele Service Nt he to his 

Native CL h re-he' Hs a eons 
bhp; arrived” bit he" was Chitfried 11to the 
Popith Religitn/4nd all his Children; (fa-! 


vitts" os pen & vfferward' Married to 


-M 
rin ; -foll vine", his *'Ex'+ 
anti his they fooket np0h a aS'a 7004! ſtep, 
£ gave them a wighty =aceUfion -of 
BE as mich asit, was 4 dimitiition of" 
the Power of the Reformed, 'wastheit Fain- 
ing of Mareſhal' Tureme to their Thurch, 
who,” becauſe £6' Wnſiderable 4 Perſon, and 
ip fanted for a vreat = Dor [I ſhall” recount 
unto ie ord ahi ' that everI <coul 

teath relation ! tq beet upon this count, 

It's true, the Mareſchil never Uid appear 
| 2; Wa 9 
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to be a Perſon very Zealous for his Religion ; 

bur as he had frem time t9—tHme given ſome 
Proofs of his Conſtancy, it was attributedt © 
the Coldneſs: br his: Techptr;which made 
him Calm enough in all things ; but that 
Conſtancy tiat-appear'dindiim; far \a. time, 


was attributed &rerwardgo 10 1 ; other.) Cauſes, 


and primarily. fa.\ the. akendene $1 Wife 
and Siſters had over him, ckengep px being 


Daughter to the Duke. De la F ce, and a 


Perſon of Exemplary, Piety,, keeping of 
ſteady in hisÞra lin whill { ſhe; an 
Eldeſt Siſter 4 i be argon, L A 6,14] 
ways exonragig .of hay E , conſtant - 
and ſo Zealous NF. Ws boy e began to 
| breed up one. of h Ou ons, With, a 
Deligg to, make. in. din cr uf. that Der 
lign not ans (hehe that Perkins ding over 
very Young into Engl. has been lince, as your: 


Lordſhip well knows, rang to . 'Honour 
in the Kingdom. The youngeft; the Dut- 

cheſsof Tr: .NEVEr Failed 9. of her Du-. 
ty towards the Mareſcha] 18 that kind. That 


his Religion, i is manifeſt; rdinat Mazaring 
who had a great Opinion c him, fade him, 
many ſmpgred Prbmiſes jf. he would, come = 
ver; when-the Dauphine was-Bern,: he bad, 
Intivations, '£1ven him, that he might,” one, 
Gay be -made his Gayernour, bur that id 
not move him neither ;. the laſt 'E Effort that, 
was made.upon him, ' was by the King Ley 
9" C1 c 
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ſelf at the beginning of -the. ha in 
Flanders, in the Year 1667: when he pro- 
miſed hibi./a ſhare\in all his: Secrets, and 
higiter degrees of Conimand , if {o be he 

wauld: &mbyaca' the : ion . of+ the 
Ch nn Rowe, durthighad che fame: ſuc- 
= on tw. wie cen Cel 6 op. the Maxecſ- 
chal Td iS. PATTI edfaſtneſs, 
and in 'fo* bbs 3 KO gh pra ng 


took no Diſpleaſure che VP} ahd for this 
tne Church at Charenton rerarngd. Pub ick 
Thanks to God, who had inſpired himagich 
ſuch” 1288@dſe Conftdacy 7 t without na 
ming/of him,2>burfo eFfrge 4tt after thar Peace 
was eonduded!/ whetr there was'no more talk 
of him fd that Scorehe% Enrfed i nto. the 
Rage inbpiot I' it was Fine, out 
he did MEvohintarily and of flis'bwn accord, 
and. 1-60u@ nefer teat ofe Inttizgction 
it was d&he Ke tua we the. true Be: 
1 thim” 105, It be none dl; 


PR Ke het : 
dl 6 
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Lord, . 2. <h0D ed] 
q4* ave in a. forer Letter, Pop all out 
Lordſhip rhe great, Care, the Fred Goure 
took, to haye 1 ceevcd, both at,Hlome and 
Abroad, KOT: fee D IEP tn Favor of 
the Reformey; Was "64, and ike; {0 Þ8- Jes 
- tvanent, .and. Neo Frwg (9 \they,'ih 
therein ; but. PS Ea Eatituled,, the«Bojicy - 
France, came QUL, nOL Th alter. £0 Wit, 11 
the Year Ni hey h 4 Pare, ſpoiled 
31. the &, they, GK. Was 


Finboſel to. Þs Wr: iu Marqueſs De 
Chatelett, Ft Gent] — ibn. and 
contained one entire Chaps Methods :t9 


Ruin'the Rofogmede: and ; op. by; Advent 


tprous as,ro/Dedicate it to Go aghimſelf; 
and made him. a, Preſent. of. ggg10h them 
but bis Zcal was but coarlly Rewarded, for 
he was {cut tp. the Baſtile for 'is Pains, :and 
ms Book . {11 preſt; but becay Nethods 
bY. CL Sg keen were ſuch as were very 
7 "n | odd, 
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vddz/-and may be pit -b- 


RraAtion Sfthony” a Ghaſd of Vi 
reſerved it for the preſene RihÞ/an 
be did redlly/kiiow!/)*67 wi ighora 
Conrs \Deligns, he did! &rtainly” x? 
fit chixoPoliticks *to' \'th© Ihtentions + 
Cour: He-repreferite&' them fill” of Re 
ſenth1entfor the loſs 'of their Places '6f $ vi. 
_ ty,ahd of being always animited with? trds 
to Revolting,” Confuſſon'and 'Anarchy,; 
coretantly: ready” roifiake uſe'6f aly'.Oppor= 
roviity'w Re-eſtabliſh' theiiRlves; "He made! 
theti ts: beBnemis' to the'King's ; ProfÞ H-. 
ty, [pErpetoab Qbſtacle&ts His Def ns. 
X16 wh ro: besfeared” beraifiſe' of their'Ar mo” 
firy, .and:of: the: number of g60d' Safdfe s; 
over Mhich/they could make” Ohicfs ,ÞY giv- 
mg them Authority t©Comiland'h 
_ wal way bim to ſhew,” that t re 
| any! Tuffeted "thera 
8 withouk ral Oppoſition 
toocimbeti weed of- the- 
Enibroittthetnſelves Within: i 
farteching:of *Enplan#l Swaſehind,* D 
d- Province 1*RQGT iff hop 
ſtats: whom he-- ings: 'Yatir 
me the'King Vyt 
rouge ny 
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Reed, Religion in chis own: Kingdom - 
ur 4 Malicipusdetgrpretation upon the 


Kern $;taking/8h:ATns ja the laſt Civil 


and tO Divine,that had 

if payne. abithe War had been fo fon 
bapplly RAR tele hey ould "have form- 
IDelignsy made. High , Deniands, 


His Mee: 19. ſeg vp their Party again) 


; of ;Vants was: revacable; 
95: been. 4ithing: 2xtorted! from::the 
they Ing, 5, and; ;af8vcting it; might have 
been- Formerly, granted for the Becki af the 
als Fe it might.now be revoked for /the 
SOS Al: He yas fay from bring. 'of 
he:itheughtithat her Re- 
Lip »the; Clnitah! at; Bome 
Wy they; pbliged-ths; Eexleſts 
Study. ap lead Regular; Lives ; 
peers: RY at Was 1h8hlling Argument, and 
ors the; King » had ſvfhcient 
So by = &k, 0 ways- $9: put them on 
of, Joi Burt, -@rido. aiiy Thi, hee 
bis, 3" © Was 


'S - 


alight FE 


as Treas Inkumane and frichl 
yr: wa manc ,' ff 
Prejudicial LO. the>Fate, but:ke!? 
ficen-Expedients39/ bexid-ofnbew by lit- 
:;and lictle.: The ifirft -of wbicthowas, to 
A more familiar Interoourfe! between 
med rand. Catholicks only 
at 


*2 


That. {they wolf 


ro hay whine A eddy 
onld neer bed! 
jr -of their Ain 
that aſſion ir 
Kitts to their "ho bt = 
n to 
- oh Ty OUS AHEIRES 
2 ij ke the 'Cntholiels 
oo i te oy ED 
rg LF BEG Hs 
"tr | the A 
kth Plbns "— Bark them attend 
Council, and þ then cn 
Gtniifg, all the Depelidnces'of "the Ext#dſts 
of the Fate Fourthy,” 
to'Rebuild"the els they 
ed or Prophatied; Th that 
ing azainſt thery tn general v 
but*by Sving' of jebtar 
8 , and'to; = ie $60 Care of bf 
each Biſhbp i = = = 
my 
vſe't 
Y (if he Inn F 
ooo thu emnb 
che” King would A 
any Intervention; 
fice'of Deputy-Get 
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% regard ſhquld-.: 
emonliranc Fi oh, 
Ta oxdex, it 

hold be tude fer ag 
Sir Rakes 14s, 
V cot _ HR ARE would. ave 


a5&þ —_ Re 6g want ſpecio HED 
VAaglans. 


< 
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; g amr. _ 


how :4@t Rn, 
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preveneanys -Catholz 
Conkfdtiogs, iq put them ſnot 
vice-of the Pleorts I Fall Kale 9,0 
98. ay Sy Op 
PLeteNCE of .for- che fame 454 


fon as they were oblige to keep Holidays. 
Thir- 


— ww” FF >” 


| 4 | .of W y \{ 
Thirepthly Tg: end, to Max, 
the, Re ed 5g man Caibolick Fara. 
lics, apd.,to take Carerthar, allthe Chil 
dren proceeding from ſuch Marriages were 
brought up in.the Roman Religion, - 
reenthly,.. To hinder the Reformed: to St 
their Eſtates in Land, for thar ſuch ſort 0 
Eſtates being not to be carried away, it 
would oblige them to keep within the 
Kingdom. And Laſtly, he advifed; Th 
the Dawertes of Saumurſhould be. re aobed 


ro ſome other more inconvenient place, for 


which;he turniſhed them with ſeveral pre= 
tences; and he was of Opinion, that for 
leflening.the number of Miniſters, that che 
Candidates before they were received, 
ſhould be obligedro-:go through: a Courſe 
of Philoſophy, or Study Divinity jor Two 
Years), -that they ſhould be Examined be> 
fore:no-ather Commiſſioners \than; ſuch. as 
the King ſhould name , aod thar. none 
ſhould be ſuffered to rake the FonQion up- 
on them till they were twenry-ſeycn Years 


of: Age. I bave troubled your. Lordſhip 


with a long Letter upon: this uogratetul 
SubjeR, bur] hope ya Jl pardon Mes ſince 
er Forreign to what 


J Ichipk ir's ney alone 

1 I have fome time {ince writ to your. Lord- 
5 ſhip, abourthe French Couris procedure. jo 
I reterence, co the Reformed, whom they 
{ madcirtheir chiet Buſinels id Cazjole init 

| profound Severity; that they might, have 


inco.2 


leiſure 
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leifate co, carry oh wit Vilas De 
hngref, ſecurely 2 1a therefore it was 
T1: at this Book Ne nt of it, ruti 


ch Fare T have alre —_ recounted t6' your 


Lordſhip, whornd I'th rh endeavour 
© oblige to che art of F my" power : ; 
whoatn, 
4s - Letd, 
Paris, July $.. .." ay h gil 
1676, N.'$t. =  Nonr Lordfoig's ol 


Humbl> Servant. 
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La” 410 


L'E TT T-E RK XI. 


of Of the French Prijurats ons for the Warp | 
: the Tear 1672 ahd how they or, "HU 
their Lewies. 


My Lord, 


Aving in forme rtieafurerrace che Me- 

thods the French Councjlsufef wo ſetthe 
their Aﬀairs at Home, -fo' as to tecetve-tie 
Moleſtation from Inteftine Motions when 
chey ſhould carry . their Arns Abroad ; 
they began now to ſer, their Inftrambnes 
more cloſely to work in their Neighbour 
fecigen" bur more eſpecially it. Engtend 


afd Holland, not ottly ro amnſe and play | 
upoir 4 


8 WB. 
up ore tholVth4t wet ethe Ra [ £:24% 


eg nt-: bac-it6'" c Pulſe of; and 
ratfiE With 411 chis F4Mots 


ther; (that might faars Ngo” Pon Oc-" 
cation, -as might _— Er Ly: 
poſe ; "while m I Like why they 
vaſt Pre varatioris Undtrhand for© War, 
uy Wa and 'Eand;' and 'the 'betrer” co. 
fapphyrhe Defects which ſeeted ws b- 
| ro their Native" Soldiers; catifed"Le- 
vic to be made fot rhe little or þtedt, Ki 
a?l che Punijpren Nat tons, inſotiuch as * 
Liſt which have h; itdid ax ppear; fe 
had: tn all; of. Stari ers: ouly, _ = 
Hutidred :and Sixty boutard 
{idts Seattien, of Whom they NI HEAR. 
De&bauched a cofifiderable' namber © frow 
Holtuid; England, Dibmark and Swedeland. 
Theſe mighty Preparations withour' atty 
viſible Pretenſion, 'Alarmed all the Powers 
of Chriftendom ; bur rhe moſt, becauſt*of the 
ſmall 'Conteſts then in being , with wirh the 
Pope abour the Regale, and LH "Pirt- 
tcrences then depending abobit Lorrdin at 
Alſatia, as your Lordſhip well khows, iftra- 
gine@rhe Srorm Would Freak towards Jraly, 
and pirc of Germany; rill the Preparations 
ofthe rbebBilltSpof Munſter, and the Ad- 
miſhoti'of Frith Gaitiſons ito, the Atch- 
bMoptfck of Calogh, ant the Naval Prepa- 
ratitak 'th apprar'd 1it ' of ' aft fil 


them 


che People; and ok reatutes [niche | 
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them wich Apprehenlions ſamewhart difte- 
revt from the ficlt,;; among which acicher 
nglazd nor Helaad., were without ſome 
Fears, both which.chey, cook Careto allay, 
as the Minutes ſhew,, by .cxaſper ing, of 
them afreſh by Secret Agents and Emifſa- 
rics , one- againſt, another, ; reſolving - ac: 
cording as their Inſtruments ſhould prevail 
on either to join. with one againft tbe v- 
cher :. Bur, which of the ewo they ſhould 
Attack, .was a long time the Debate, of the. 
French Council, tor one of them, it was, 
reſolved, without. ContradiQion, mult be 
Inyaded.;. it being impoſſible ro make . any 
Succeſsful Anewps upon.,the Empire, as: 
long as thoſe Two Countries maintained: 
the. Figure and Power they did then, and 
in that untoward Scituation for them too . 
England was then in a very unprepared.con- 
dition, having almoſt no. Navy at Sea; 
and none bur the ordinary Forces .at:Land, 
whereas. theirs were. all ready and well 
Diſciplined and Commauded ; and (this 
unpreparedneſs of ours was a great Incites 
ment to molt of the French Council, to pur 
their King upon the Immediate Inyalionof 
England with his whole Force, having al-., 
ready forc-felt-the;  Holqngers,: and. ond. 
them, 1f not Inclinableco. join: MD} em. 
in ſuch a, War, yct.contenitto fit ill, and. 
be quict z they moved. it ſo hotly that they: 
bad like to hayc carricd it, which, had. 
t : ; | they, 


[| 


the gland had run a very great ri;que 
at . Oh oft being Ruined for ſaid hy , 
If we make ſure of Engine frſt, we ſhut a 
Back- door faſt againſt all Danger , and 
. may they ſecyrcly Attack, the Auſtrian Po; 

revtates, having firſt Tratnpled down the 
Holanders 'ini our way, of whom, having 
made. ſyre...of the De Wits ,”"(their then 
Chief Miniſters ) we ſhall find an caſte 
prey : Bur juſt as the Ambition. of thar Mo- 
narch was:rcady to take Fire at thoſe fo 
ſpecious Motives, Monfieur: Le Tellier, fince 
Ghancellor. atid Farther to Monſieur Lou- 
vois, 'the Eldeſt and Ableft''Sraceſman and 
Miniftcr of; French interpofed ;; the ſub- 
ſtance. of whoſe Speech Lihall xake Care to 
tranſmis ro your Lordſhip in my next, 
who am I : 


2 - My Lord 
Parisg. Auguſt 23. w i 717100 
1676, N;: Se. Tour wery Huml 1: 
j Servant. 
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LETTER XIV. 
Containing an Account. of Monſ. Le Tel- 
lier's Argaments to diſſwade the French 
Kyng from the Invaſion of England. 
My Lord, | 


A Gonrding to my Engagemem it 'my 
laſt, Iſhall now entertzin your Lord- - 
ſhip with Monſ. Le Tetier's Remonſtrance, 
upon the Advice given the. French'King to 
Invade England; He did 'acknowledge , 
that the Counſel propoſed was it iz ſelf 've- 


ry good, ſuppoling there wore a certaine 
of effecting it 3 am, - was to be canfidered, 
that it would preve of moſt pernicious 
Conſequence..in caſe the ſame were At- 
rempted without Succeſs, That” England 
was the Rock %painſt which the late 'for- 
midable Power of Spain, had daſht in picces 
its Aſpiring Fortunes, and that the like Ex- 
pedition now by the Houſe of Bourbon , 
would prove alike Fatal ro its Riſing 
Power, unleſs they were Infallibly ſure of 
their Blow; For to meddle with England at 
all, unlefs they could abſolutcly Conquer 
it, would be bur to rouze a ſleepy Lion, 
ſlur the Reputation of their Arms, and 
linge the Wings of their growipg Great 
neſs, 


peſs; before hey. were (fully fledg'd ;- That 
it was impollible co make tuch a Conqueſt, 
bur by:Iateſtine Diviſigns or Surprize, un- 
leſs chey were ficſt Maſters of ics Ourworks, 
the Low Gownries ; Thar for :a Surprize he 
thoughs it almoſt paepioepLir ; and thar 
tho? jt''was poſſible they might lure the 
Hioflandrrs to: join with them, and England 
was thee indeed, unprovided of Forces 
barb; by Sea and L300, 69 there was vo 
truſting t0thar, becauſe there were no;Fa- 
&iaons''then, wholc Def ns WCre Tipe ..e- 
noughto Favour ſuch an Enterprize : Ang 
_ thattho' they fhould prove ſo Succelbsful jn 
chat: Advantagious Junure, as co cater 
England, they could cxpett no greater Ad- 
vantage by -it, chan aſt oo frighten the 
King and the Nation, and plunder ther 
of a little Wealth, and- fo. .be gone, ma- 
kingbut a Tertorian Expedition of ic; Bc- 
cauſe the unjvetſal and ftrang Antipathy of 
_ the Exgliſh People, bath High and Loy, 

againſt rhe French Name and Domination, 
would -be an Jnvincible Qbfiacle to their 
ng ge, and would quickly make 
tharlſland too-hot for thems That there- 


fore mcerly to Attack and Pillage them, 
without being able to reduce them corally, 
would but whe the Animolity of thoſe 
Warlike Nations, whoſe Courage had al- 
ways:been wont to be beightned by DiCſ- 
graces, ang was. ” ViQorious, when 

2 Once 
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once fired with Indignation ; That ſuch an 
Enterprize would for ever alienate "the 
Heart of the then King, and the whole Roy- 
al Family , from the French Intereſt | and 
make them by Inclination as well as Intereſt; 
not only give way to, but paſſionately: to a- 
bet and make moſt Advantagious uſs of the 
Natural Animoſity of their moſt 'Warlike 
SubjeQts againſt France ; That it would Unite 
the Peoples Hearts -fo hrmly to their / King, 
and create ſo much mntual Confidence'. be- 
tween them, that it would be impoſſible af- 
rerward to divide them , and 10 raife the 
Power of that Monarchy to a pitch, from 
which it covld not chuſe but prove bMhfor- 
midable and faral to-them 3 That-ir would 
ronze up the King, then almoſt Drowned'in 
Voluptnouſneſs/ and Senſual Delights, and 
make him a Man both of War and. Buſineſs 
againſt his Will, and cauſe him'to enter 1n- 
ro ſich Alliances with the Houſe'of Auſtria, 
and other Powers, 'as muſt needs 'be of Per- 
nirions Conſequences to the Deſigns of their 
great BRourbontan 'Hero ; Thar therefore it 
was bctter not to think of any ſuch Attempt, 
England being like-a Flint, ſooner broken by 
ſoft than hard Methods ; Thatthe King him- 
ſelf, and alſo his Brother, were much French 
by Inclination "at preſent, that 'the former 
was very Indvlgent to'his Pleafure, that \he 
was that way ſo Profuſe and:. Pradigal, thar 
he would always be' Neceſlitons of _ 
| : whic 
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which 'his' Parliament beginning to grow 
weary of giving him,it would c'er long cauſe 
ſuch Rrugglings between the Courtiers and 
Patriots of the Country, as would give them 
ample Scope'to compaſs their Ends in Eng- 
_ land, by a more ſure and leſs dangerous way 
than by: a War, which in all. appearance 
would defeat all the Advantages they might 
otherwiſe reap there by other Methods. That 
therefore the beſt way was tro endeavour to 
take Advantage of the King's Infirmities, ' ts 
try whether there were a Witty French Beans - 
ty, that could 'be Fortunate .enough to gain 
on his Aﬀettions, - for that ſuch an one would 
be a moſt Admirable Inſtrument for them; 
That they ſhonld'offer him Money, and feed 
his Extravagance that way, ſend dexterons 
Perſons well furniſhed-with Galden Charms, 
to work on all the Leading Men':among all 
their Factions; and ſecretly! to keep | ſome 
Penſioners; both-among their Courtiers, Pa» 
triots-and Church-men, 'and:blow up-and fo+ 
ment new Divifions ; "Fhat they ſhould ſend 
thither ſome very able Embaflador; 'and keep 
Him-there a long time; That'they ſhould/ins 
cite the” Hollanders to'a new War with the 
Enpliſh, and the Erghſh withthem; i and treat 
with and Promiſe: Alliftance. tothe former, 
tothe. laſt Moment; -but-in Conthifion join 
with the latter,-#f it were! poſlible- to' per- 
iwade theiEnglyh King to a Wars And that 
-on' that pretence, 'they,-might/procare auch 
9.908 E 3 numbers 
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numbers of Engliſh Forces, eſpecially Footy 

as might not only amend the Defects of their 
own Soldiery, wh ch ſtill came very ſhort in 
good Infantry, but bring their own Native 
People by degrees, inferring daily Examples 
of Strangers Bravery, to imitate their Cou- 

rage and Firmneſs in Set-Battels, and to get 
a Stock of good Infantry by:Land, by draw- 
ing the Engliſh to them againſt the. Dutch, 
as they had already done 'of goed Ships by 
Sea,, and Warlike Munitions; by joining 
before with the Dutch againſt the Engl/b in 
the former Wars. Yet that they might ſo 
order things, that whatever Stipulations 
were made with the King of England to his 
Advantage, to allure him: to ſuch a War, 
ſhould be elnded; and he only made a Too! 
of ; That tho” it was likely the Parliament of 
England, would upon any great Succeſs of 
the French, be for breaking of the War, and 
deny the King Money tocontinue it longer, 
yet after they had made a ſufficient Imprefſi- 
on on the Netherlands, they might: prevail 
by their Golden Argoments upon the King, 
at leaſt to continue Nenter,--add leave his 
Land Forces ſtill in -the French 'King's Set- 
vice for - ſome conſiderable time ; That this 
Juggling would in a litfle-time raiſe Animo- 
© tities and//Jealouſfies between: the * King and 
Court-party, and that of the Patriots ; make 
the latter to deny him Money, 'preſs hard 
upon his Prerogative, raiſe new _ 
| ; about 
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about Liberty and Property, wich if care= 
fully tomerited by dexterous Apents, would 
- give the King and People there work enou 
in mutuat 'Contefts at Home, which would 
hinder them from atting any thing confide- 
rable Abroad," keep the King always under a 
neceſſity of continving their Penftoner, for 
fear of becorfiing his Parliaments Underlin 25 
yet prop him up. fo as to preſerve him in a 
Capacity , ftyll-ro be able to keep them in 
ſome ſort under , and hinder the daring 
Engliſh Senate, from attaining any more {> 
much the Soveraignty, as to Ere& themſelves 
into a Republick ; He telling them from the 
Famous Cardinal " Richliew s Authentick Ob- 
ſeryarion, that an Abſolute 'Monarch, or a 
Republick ; in the Brief Dominions, woulf 
prove almoſt alike | France” that 
therefore it was the beſ way to endeavour a' a 
Mean between this S&yllz and Charibdjs;, by 


keeping a Ballance whe King and Pat- 


liament, and fomentin ore val Contelts 
betivecn thei, which was to be done by 'ha- 
ving unknown Inſtruments to ſow fealoaſts & 
' among the Patriots and Rowe agpialt oo 
Court, and make them croſs the latter; 
at the ſame time-make vſe of that bpftery lt as 
an Argument to perſwade the King, that his 
Authority could "be no way ſafe without: 
—_— to their Alliance, and Feed him with 
Money -both'to enable him eo carry” on his 
Paſinels and Pleaſure without a Parliament, 
E 4 and 
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and to Animate him from time to time tq. 
Prorogue and Diſſolve them upon occaſion. 
_ when upon ſome Succeſs of theRing and 
ourt—party, they ſhould begin tq make ſuch 
ſteps towards Abſolute Power, as might, if 
attaincd to, prove dangerous to the French 
[ntereſt, and Embolden our Mogarch to flip 
his Neck out of their Collar ; then anew to 
ſtir up the Patriots and Popular Party againſt 
him, and abandon him wholly to them, till 
he were forced to break them, by returning 
to their Alliance again, T hat above all things 
they were not to forget to make their beſt uſe 
of that mighty Engine called. Religion, which 
tho” powerful all the World oyer, yet was 
of more prodigious force among the Engliſh 
People, than among any other in the habita- 
ble Earth : Now this Advice, my. Lord, as 
coming from ſo Old and Experienced a Stateſ- 
man, and the Ableſt Diſciple who had Yiva 
Yoce, heard the Documents and Precepts of 
the great Richlieu, that Famous Archite& of 
the-French Grandure, was aſlented to both as 
the Wiſeſt and Secureſ}, and was afterward: 
ip every Pund&iho pur in Execution, as. Time 
and Conjunauures afforded occaſion: whereof 
your Lordſhip may expe&c an account in: due 


= 


time from him who is, 


Paris, Sept. 17. Your Lordſhips moſt 


- 1676. N. Q.  _ » Humble Servant; 
os oy np Armin 


"og Whine Hall,” 
— _ | _ . ME 
039}. $77 * 171; 
Of the Methods the French «ſe is keeping 


- - Intelligence . among their Neighbour 
' Nations, &c.  - TOP i0e 


"My Lord, © "I 
I Cannot think but that your Lordſhip will 
de pleaſed to underſtand how the French 
keep their Correſpondence — and make 
Tools of Men ard Parties moſt averſe to 
them in: their Neighbour-Nations, and whom 
no'manner” of Motives wonld ever be preva- 
lent enough tomake- Inſtrumental to'pro- 
mote an Intereſt ſo hatefnl to them, did they 
but know: who they wrought for, and-it is, 
myLord; in this manner,” Wopld they fet 
the Conformiſts and N6nconformilts peckee- 
ring/atone another'?- Thus they did it pre- 
ſently after the firſt-Ditteb! War. iti order” to 
prepare FaQions to make way for the De- 
ſigns which followed. . They | hat diligent 
Spies to/inform them where Menof quaint 
Wits, brisk'Tetnpers, ceited, hnt A- 
theiſtieal'in Principles,/or"at leaſt' of ve; 
torake notice of 'thofe that were Ja -reality 
moſÞAble:an& more Zealois;both of Confor- 
miſts and 
TREES: 


the found, 2s likewiſe | 


others; intheir ſeveral ways, than 
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the reft of their Brethren ; Then the firſt, by 
ſomePerfons tharpretended toadmirerheir 
Wis, and that were Freuch Penſioners, (tho' 
_ 'of _ did- = _ it ) were either 
by ſome preſent modicum of Money, Promiſe 
of Prefcrment, or ſometimes ge 
tickbng | Braiſes. of the faid qualified Perſons, 
put upon writing ſomething that might-check 
Religion, particularly that Eftabliſhed; Then 


Refarmin Glergy-to write —_— re- 
flectin go them, and them again to 
| they ces re pon Brgy of 
cg they .cagaged. net only 
the Nation, .but {jm Auguſt Repre: 
ſentatives likewi their Quarrels, and fo 
from Relig Contelts: Fate Fas 
&jons, and in- this All of them , tho". they 
were of pee Fa Partiqs , were or they 
=. pon 6, King, Parhament 
the Diſlenters were .t9ld, 
"rhe ons did. hy Ai 


W, * 
— 
T. 


could not fail to pleaſe neither. Ss athens, 
My Lord, came that: Legion of - 
that Nature, that came: out in the tral 
between. the Two Dutch Wars, and. which 
made way for After-Diviſions, of which] 
faw a Catalogue, with the, Books 
and of what Service they were for the late- 
reſt of the French Court ; Samel have forgot, 
and ſome 1 remember, but ſhall not.name a 
ny, for fear of refle&ting 0nany worthy Pere 
ſons, who, lam-perſwaded, did not \ know 
by what: Inſtruments they were abetted', an 
either ſide. Then for keeping al La: 
and Commons. tooin Penſion to thair Ends, 
without their Kaou/ofns, turibqy OKs did it; 
They had their Jews,and {ome-other'Bankers 
at their Devotion; who would under an Qb- 
ligation of great Secrecy,tellthem; that they 
were ordered to.allow.them:ſo much. Money, 
Sg Drqatimes] it was fromtheir own 
im ſome privateService, .in Qr,-Qut . 
Parliament, or from the Spauiſh, Lay 
or . Dutch- Ambaſſadors, under pretence 
ſerving their Intereſts, and their.awa,) Loney 
tries too, againſt.Prerogative,, 
Religion, &c. and ofteatines dir 
: Popery, and-the French latereſt,, Nha ragp: 
ring them on with too great vohemency: to 
purſue thofe Points, .theFrexbCourt might 
more eaſily-compaſs-other -Ends ..ained at, 
which they whom they thus: incited 101d not 
ſo-much- as dream-oh; -Faus awhilemany in 


_ The 'Decret Hiſtory 

our Parliaments were fo fierce againſt Papiſts, 
Arbitrary Power , and the French Intereſt, 
and cried out againſt all of theCourt-party as 
French Penſioners (tho? *tis true, too many of 
them were ſo) as does appear ; yet little 
thought they, that they were likewiſe fo 
themſelves, and never imagined the ſame 
French were Abettors of both Parties: And 
the better to cover this underhand play, 
they drew off moſt of the Money they em- 
ploy'd to this latter ſort, by the way of Ge- 
0a, Florence , Amſterdam , and Hamburg ; 
that it'might not be difcovered, it came Ori- 
ginally from France ; Nay, my Lord, by the 
by, be pleaſed to take notice that one main 
cauſe of the French : King's Indignation 
againſt Genua, tho* it be a very ſecret 
one, and known to few, was their Bankers 
cackling, and diſcovering to the Agents of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, the Money privately 


ſent and diſperſed, and ſent towards Poland, 


Hungary, Turky, and ſome other Parts not 
named, and has made them imploy none e- 
yer ſincealmoſt, but what are openly or co- 
vertly Jews, who ſerve the French King with 
great Fidelity for theſe Reaſons. 

'x. He is in their Eſteem the moſt Power- 
fol in Chriſtendom. | 

2. Becauſe he Favours the Grand Turk, 
where they have ſo great a Commerce, and 
are in ſuch numbers. D140 

3- Becauſe he gives them a liberty by con- 
nivance,tho' not open Toleration. 4s 


papal =o _ nh + 4 nz co oa 
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;-Of White: Hall. 
& ——_ he.is ſo-great an Enemy to the 

Auſtrian Family, who. haye been ſo Cruel tq9 

them | by the Inquiſition,-and by 

them, not only out of the Spaniſh Torrivaks 

but likewiſe out of the Emperor's Hereditary 

Countries. 

5. And laſtly, Becauſe he ſeems to them to 
be of no Religion, but almoſt as great a 
Scourge to the Chriſtians in general, both 
Popiſh, and others, as the Turk, Tartar, . or 
Barbarian; their Principles naturally leading 
them to admire and tevere any thing they 
think a Plague to Chriſtians, whom they are 
taught to Curſe dayly, eyen in their Solemn 
Prayers; and therefore England had need 
have a Care of them in.this JunQure. 

But' as' for the 'Penſions 'they ' gave: the 
Covrtiers ,' they \Induſtrivuſly affected the 
tranſmiMon. of thoſe. Moneys from France, 
and had-vheir. Agents/buſie'to buzz it abroad, 
in order to render them odious to the Peo- 
ple, and to incite the Patriots the more vio- 
ently againſt them; And tho' a Erb] 
of the Money they, allowed: the Kig 
time to time, were ſometimes trat oe 
from.the abovementi joned: Places, arii d ſome 
trom Venice, yet w. Gt was Defenr. 
ly-given t0. their Agent PE ond rag OE git 
where, with poſitive era ,to - inform, the 
World of the Truth gf. that Iptrigue ;, uiilels, 
it were ſame time Wha a particular. Critical 
Jungture wight require a CONLTAZY an 6 

_— 


The Secret Diltory 
My Lord, this is the Sym of what I cquld 
tearn in reſpet to their Correſpondence in 
England, exther from the Minutes or _—— 
Covertcion of which- your Lordſhip is 
ſenſtble, [ have as great an Opportunity as a- 
ny other, and with which I ſhall at TE 
conchode, who am, 


Paris, Fuly 11. | © My Lord, 
168 PR . St. Your Flonour's moſt 
_ | ae tba 
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LETTER XVI. 


Of the French Kzng's rw Reviews of 
this Troops #n 1670. and of the umbr, omits 
Patibe 77 488 inal wo 4 ad fine 


Duke of Buckingham's Embaſſy into 
'France. : 


— 7 


My Lord, | 

1 Have e< OPR given your Lordſhip an 
Account of. the great 'Levies in France, 
and.vaft Preparations for War*both by :Seg 
and Land, what Care had been taken to ſe- 
cure'the Domeftick Peace in the mean time, 
and what the Opinion of the French- Mini- 
ſers of State were, in regard-to what Coun- 
try ſhould be Invaded by them. And T am 
ngw to acquaint'your Lordſhip, that = 
el 


10 FAviHall.. - 


their Mitirary Preparktions were pretty fot- 
ward; which Was in Ee. mor 1670. oy 
began t6 make Frequeht Reviews of = 


Froops, which to-amnfe, 
the- end of the pot in kind Bodies 
Frontjers, that 


—_— 

their Needbon ons being uſed to thert, 

yd Fe $ fottow, might think 
y Fereny dotte out of aVandty to rftake 

Oftetitition of the French Power and Gran- 

dore,to keep thiir SoHers ih Diſtipline, and 

find their Nobility, and * Avive Spirits Em- 


"y 


oe oyment, who <Iſt iniphe Þuſte rhemmſetves = 
or 


wapt of * on in diftorbrag the 

State \:' The Artifice took, fo thit moſt of 
their Nei bours, "tho? now-and t they 
were 'tronbled with a Fit'of Thoughtfutnefs 
and Suſpicion, begun to grow Knee, ahd 
ndrticularly the HoRlanders, 'who thtonght'the 
French King {ſo much in ſeit that'they taug- 
ringly called him, Ze Roy Hes Revrucs: til more 
exrravordinary and Tndie viſible Preparations 


and Movements, did by degrees bepin to 


convince therh- of their Perlar < for when 
they Had! 4hivs fried "their Rebiews, they 
ti WH 'trew a Very confi derible "Ar- 
poſe” of "hk Flower of -all their 

roles pi as and Dunkirk, (the 
Peng mn Jou-- time tampered 

EG Tam" apt to believe concerning 
EE of #1 

duſit at tir Prottedings )- 2nd here it 


;4 ; bar'yet now full of 


Was 
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was the Council way held about the Eligibi- 
lity of employing their Force, the PDengees 
whereof I have already. given your Lordſhip 
an Acconnt. And as the Dutch were Jealous 
upon, this, approach, the, Enghſh were much 
more (.as your Lordſhip may well remem- 
ber ) to ſee ſuch a Power brave England on 
the oppoſite Shore, and look with an Amo- 
rous Eye towards. it ; and the more becauſe 
of the unprepared Poſture, the Nation was 
then in ; inſomuch that it was thought ad— 
viſable, to diſpatch an Embaſſy to ſound the 
Intentions of the French Monarch in regard 
to England ; whereupon Choice was made of 
the Duke of Buckingham,who admirably.well 
maintained that Charatter, and the Glory of 
Great Britain, on that Occaſion ; and demean- 
ed himſelf with ſuch an Ilatrepidity of Mind 
and Condu&, and with ſuch a Grandure and 
Unconcernedneſs/ at. the, Formidable. Armed 
Powers he ſaw before his: Eyes, that thoſe 
who. had been Strangers to. the then Condi- 
tion of our Nation, would have thought he 
had been ſent from a Prince that was at the 
Head of. twice as big an Army, as the French 
King at that time ſhewed the Duke : And 
that Condu® did not alittle appall the Pre- 
ſumptipn of that Ambitious and con- 
tribyt<d,much to iy 2" of him to ae- 
quieſce in Monſieur Le Telber's Counſel ;, but 
then wjthal, making him take notice.of the 
Rars and more than ordinary Parts and My 
"bs Lhd ities 


ro ial 
. lities ofthe ſaid Duke, it put him naturally 
-tipon concluding that it was well worth the 
while tq endeavour to gain ſuch a Perſon 9- 
ever, to'his Intereſt, whoſe Influence might 
'be 'great, ither in bringing; his Prince go 
flich a Compliance as he defared.; or ar lcaſt 
in brguing for France againfkt him, in caſe 
he proved inflexible : To this cud, ſuch 
"Complements were paſt upgn the Duke, and 
ſuch” cxtragrdigary Honours done him, and 
Prefents.magde hyn, as never no Embaſſador 
before 11or ſince hardly ever, reccived ; inſo- 
much 'g5 the Duke tuffercd. himſe]f to bc 


* Charmed, ayd ever fince favoured the Frexgh 


Intereſt, cither-with or-agaiuſt his Prince, 
*as Occaſion or Policy dircted,. Ia fine, he 
was told, that the French King. indeed, tho” 
he had great Temptations from Opportuni- 
ty and inkerett x Attack England, yet ſuch 
was his” Reſpeet and Inclination for our 
King, that. he was more diſpoſed to impley 
His Forces againſ} Holland; Agd that he might 
with the ſuxer Succeſs uudertake fuch an Ex- 
pedition , his Majeſty earneſtly preſt the 
Duke to do his utmoſt to Influence his Ma- 
ſter to jon his Naval Forces with him in that 
War, by which means he might Revenge 
the Diſgraces received in the laſt, eſpecially 


that of Chatham, as likewiſe the freſher In- 


Tale les of that Saucy Republick, whoſe Vi- 
cinity and Power was ſo much the more dan- 
gerous to the Brittiſh Monarchs, than to any 

F other 
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other Crowned Heads, a$ the Subjefts of 
theſe Nations were more prone to hanker 
#fter the Liberty Enjoy'd by the Hellanders, 
and to imitate their Succeſsful Example; That 
by ſo doing, his Excellency would do his own 
Prince very great Service, arid haye the Ho- 
nour of Obliging a great Mogarch, who was 
' as Generous in his Reſentments, , as Formi- 
dable in Power, &c. The" Duke returned 
Home well ſatisfied, and DePys t a pleaſing 
Anſwer to our King, and "him warm- 
ly with the Propoſition a a, tho' at 
firſt he was not much harkned foo ; "but how, 
when and , by whoſe mears' theit Deſigns 
were afterward Accompliſhed, your Lord- 


ſhip may expe& to hear, 'when Conveniency 
ſery es, trom, | 


2 Bi | 


Paris, Nov. 30. Your very Bm: le 
1676. N. St. 


 Enrvant," 
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LETTER xvii. 

RS VIDS RHANEW "43 J7= "4; 93 be ' 
Of the :Prenveſs Henrietta: Maria Datch:. 
- es of: Orleans's berng;;fept Anno 16704 
from the French" Cours, to | di{poſe the 

Kjig to'a ſecond War with the Dutch, 

in Corjunttios with ths Freaeh: © 


ALLE 1 


O; -—R —— 
Da did 
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He French. Court having, as | told your 
a. Lordyp in. my Laſt, gain'd, the Duke 
of: Bucking CEL 
they began now to conceive {ome hopes ro 
briog gur King; to joyn with chem againſt 
the States, at, leaſt wiſe wich his Naval 
Power, of which they had moſt need; and 
therefore to ſtrike while the Iron was hot; 
they deliberated :of ſending. yer an Em- 
baflador of their own into England to ne- 
gotiace che Matter; but ro, colour the In- 
triguegas if they had noDelign of their own, 
thereby, and, to give na Matter of Jealoy- 
fie to their. Neighbours, eſpecially the U- 
pited Provinces.. ,It was agreed, it ſhould 
be a Female Embaſſadreſs the Kings fair 
Sifter, Henrietta aria Dutchzis, of Orleans, 
and ſq give out at the ſame time, ſhe went 
over purely an a 'viſit co her Royal Bro- 

EF 2 | thees 
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rthers, and that it was with ſome ſeeming 
Reluftancy the Freach King upon her car- 
neſt Applicatzon rp him. to. that Purpoſe 
gave his Confent 3 But fhe was furniſhed 
with ſuch Propoſals, which they knew 
well char ſent bs; none could with equal 
ſatery and + privacy. Advance, /' nor. none 
wich equal Pawer and Influcnce-.recom- 
mend ; and to ſecure the whale Iranſa- 
ftion from che: very Suſpitions, -as well as 
che Penetration of any not of their Ca- 
bal, and to make it appear as a pure vilit 
and the efte& of natural Aﬀetion and yoj 
of all Intreague, her return-was limited to 
fo ſhort a Time, and in fo. peremptory 
and notorious a Manner, that it mighe in- 
duce the World to believe rhem roo Suſfpi- 
tious of the natural Taclinations, : that Prin- 
ces might ſtill retain tor her Reyal Bros 
chers, and for the Weal of her and their 
Native Country, ſo incompatible with the: 
cxorbicant grandeur of France, ro entruſt 
her with any of the myſterious Arcana's 
of their Politicks; and fo might prevent 
all. Jealoulic in England; atthat critical Jun- 
ture of that interview, by ſhewing ſo 
great an. Apprehenfton of it themſelves:She 
was charged with the ſame Meſſage partly, 
and with fome of rhe fame Arguments, 
which they had endeavoured to mfinuare 
by the Duke of Buckwngham; but having 
2n incomparable Adyantage aboye him, 
—_ 


i» 


$10 IOWhiee Rat: 
ot any officer Embaſſador to back whatſo- 
ever ſhe advanced with allthe Charms char 
2 moſt 4ccomplliſhed and lovely” Princes, 
and ati ohly and moſtbeloyed{ Siſter, could 
be armed with;ſhe who had Wn and Dex- 
terity chonghs ro manage thoſe Priviledges 
ro the urmoſt Advantage, not only preſt 
the ſaid Matter, at:d more home and with 
infinitely tore Freedom and Efficacy, but 
adventured ro propoſe, yet higher rh'ngs 
and.of ' a much more extended Conſe- 
quehce ; 'For addreſſing her Specth ro the: 
King ( though nor without''fmrermixing 
ſome Expreffons equally affteAring allo to 
her Btother the Duke of Yot) the rold 
his Majeſty that as ſhe hoped neither of 
her Royal Brothers had any''Reafon r5 
call in Queſtion her narura} Aﬀetion 10 
their Perſons, and inſeparable fnclinati- 
on for wharfoever did, or ſhould at any 
Time appear to her to be conducing to 
their trug Intereſt, {o ſhe believed they had 
as little cauſe ro doubt, but ſhe conld fee as = 
far as another into the [French Monarchs 
Heart, who loved her and admired her to 
that Degree, though innocently, as gave 
yo ſmall Umbtage to Mon{tenr his Bro- 
ther, a2d ker Hinband ; Ant chatſhe did 
ſincerely reprefehr, both-as His moſt Chri- 
ſtiar Majeſty's Setice, and her 'own, that 
the only. way to ſecare to his MajzeRty, and 
the preferic Royal Fatnily of England, a 

F 3 ſtabili- 
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fability in, the.T hronc } late] 
Rettored to, af er ſo d TE Pow 
ot the Monarchy. in FG? nd Per- 
ſon of tneir; unhappy; rp F1 rein- 
{tate the Maj ſly, © £ mth Whos jy by 
former rages. at ecurity; envycd 
long and gloriouſly in C Ce F9 Fo 
was by all. Wite and Politick, Mans 10 Ja: 
bour to introduce. into thicle. i9gdoms, 
the Catholick Religion, and 19 ine 
by Degrecs abſoJure Power... },or that the 
Church of Englagd by woful Experience 
had beea found too weak \one w-dciend 
the Crowa, and.rhart the | Wenters were 
follifly Principled for a Camman; Wealth, 
that they, would. ney leaye. rill:c}: [ CY had 
pace more oyctrurued theMqunatchy unleſs 
his Maj fly yequld rimely Proy A for his 
Security bv Meryods » be prop f. d:to 6's 
by her, and the, gioſt C gy Al, King; wh wh 
the knew bac he moſt rep erpehs for 
luterctt, as,.was clear COA, All. 
picfſtons of hig; real lactinatzons, ice They 
were cmancipated [rom the :c iraints, Haig 
upon them under the Turclage 0.2 

na), who was, a Maſtcr,j1,; Pure, Paliricks, 
and altogether unacquainted with th 
nobler and. mote. heroick , eptirments of 
Honour and Generolity,, which are no | &\s 
natural and unextingul 1. a botn 

bo 


Prince, . then common 1s, in the 


tclt of Mankind: ad which EX- 
A diem 


110 df hurc-Hall 5; 
pedients were flattering of. the Church. of 
England, and firſt perlecyting, by AﬀRt of 
Parliament the Proceſtant. Difſenters, and 
whicedling, with them again by a Prerogas 
tive Les1tiye,and fo. by the not 10 be 
Queſtioned, acceptance of 'the: Suffering 
Proteſtants on the one band, and the no 
leſs aſſured;Non;oppolitiog;of thole of the 
eſtabliſhed Church: on the other; as by an 
irreliRible Charm to lay allcep that watch- 
ful Dragon, that bad ſo logg kept che gold- 
en Apple of Contention between the King 
and Pcople, from the Raviſhment of the 
moſt enterprizing Monagch,;: and break 
that milchyryous Devil, that had of late 
een ſo;bulic inal 'rting pretended Liber- 
ries 3 and advancing the Soyeraignty of 01d. 
hareful 'Laws:, above :the, mure Sacred 
Majeſty. of hs Frinces, the .only, rightful 
Legillators,:; whilſt the Crown as ſegurely as: 
unregardedly might ſeize, | 
all Perpetutcy, appropriate as, toitiſelt rhe 
IMPOrLeant:, et of : Diſpcnhing Power, 
which . would | fix and, faſten, the. whole: 
Chappelergf unbounded , Spycraigotys by. 
making uſ>ol For Populag, &claxation,,o- 
indulze the, Fab «gu mol} : dan-! 
gerousto the c narchy,.and.todecoy them 
iato a fayouring. of choſe, Bpcrogchments 
upgn the; Laws, and. upan the, Peoples 
Findamental Right, and therein.,the Le-' 
giſlation, who ſeemed of all-Mcn. the moſt | 
| 7 mg 7 mn 


and ſcizing 'or 
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deeply principled'agzin# theitr;*And fo in 
eftc& 10 make thoſe very Perfotis, the rools 
for the Ere&ion' of Abſolute and Deſpo- 
tick Sway, who otherwi'e could hardly be 
reconciled to the moſt Juſt, moſt Legal 
and moſt Moderate Royalty. So far. were 
the meaſi!res to be obferyed at home ; and 
thoſe which he and their Brother, of 
France adviſed to be uſed'abroad, were * - 
I. To endeavour by ill! poffible means 
the Subverſion of the 'Republick of H6!-' 
Lind , the perpetual] Source of Rebellion 
in England, ' 2 1. 

2. In order, wh ſo muck the more' 

Expedition, certainty and Safery 'to cfett 
the Reduttion: both} of his &ym People; 
and of that ant-ward Neighboiftiug Neſt; 
and receptacle of Plottets and*Rebels ; To 
reſolve upon a firm and' 1hyiolable adhe- 
rence to the [ntereſt of the moſt! Chriftian 
King, who in that Cafe wogld' no 'way 
deſert him, but vigoroutily and powerfully 
aid him, 'and carry him thrqugh all Dit- 
ficulties; Bur in\Caſe, added ſhe, his Ma- 

zeſty could -not fatizhe his Conſcience we'l 

cnough, ' ro 'attempr any ' ſuch Change in 

Religion ( as ſhe juſt now had, mentioned ) 

or now ichftanding-all remonſtrances to 

Fe contrary, ſtonld contim'e over-petſwa- 

ded of the two great Pifficvky, or impra:; 

Ricablencſs .of luch © art? enterptize, "Thar 

bowevet as a Proxcftam of the Chorch of 

LCN : England. 


% 


$ o Gu? . 1 
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Fngl which was him to Monar .) i he 
ples. put himſalf;into a wor hs 
bo .» and. that ciprocally $0; 
him and his Succeſſors. }R.-tume. -LOMe 3, It 
would be abſolutely neceſlar for himat teaff, 
ro concurr with his. "moſt Chriſtian, Majeſty 
in Subduing the Republick of Hollandi, 'Thas 
ſides the Advantage, of. ſuch a Repartition 
” the Conquered; Country, as he conld-rea- 
fonably expect, he ſhould ;find upan-the-re- 
guugn of it, that the Commonaycalth- Fa- 
Span in Englang, and, her Two other Siſter 
gdoms, would dwindle away of it. ſelfy 
my ſo the King would 1 not only, became Ab- 


lute Maſter of his People, but as his, Chri- 


ſttan Majeſty would concert the Sharing of 
thoſe Provinces with-his, Brother of, England; 
the Naval Power and Trade of Great "Brit- 
tain would receive an incredible, augmenta- 
tion by. the Deſtruction of a State, that was 
ber only Competitor- .at Sea, and. for Gom- 
merce and Riches promoted therebygor that 
not only. their Shipp! and; — Wer 
ther with their Chigch; Sea-Ports, jand; 
Fuck Provinces, all An ph Pipes 
* bi: alſo that. all;the coſt Wealchyignd 
STE ntial Merchants, -and Induſtyions - and 
ingenious 'Tradelmep and. Artificyr3,>£ Ver 
of the Ex9Vjnces * pm that, ſhould fall 
to.the.S Share of the :Ghfition- Ning; 
would, 1 ig all. appearance ,.trapſplagt; thew 
iELves either into England or Ireland, as 1y- 


ing 
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more convenient rade, than their 
n Country, 'or af les alt iti 
te Netherl.mgs whith' {hon1d be reducel un- 
der the Power of the'K ng. of Great, Brittain ; 
Ts Whoſe Dominafibn.as approaching, near- 
clt:the Sweetneſs and F Flector of that the 
now were-under, they would certainly more 
willingly fubmit'their Perſons and Fortunes, 
than to that of the ntore Abſolute one'of rhe 
French Monarch, for which they had enter- 
tained/ iThouſind Prejydices.In fine, ſhe moſt 
earneſtly and affectior ately beſought him to 
take thoſe Matters into his moſt ſerious Con- 
Kderation, and toretyrn a ſpeedy, andif it 
might''ary ways' be, a favourable Anſwer, 
that ſhe might have the Happineſs ro, retrirn 
back'the Meſſenger/'of good News, and Tach 
News'as might prove Fondation of a Jaſt- 
ing fbeliefty' to both *he. 'Tfuſtriovs Families, 
from which both 'his Majeſty and. her' ſetf 
were deſcended, © 'Phe King after a little (iz 
lence, 'told' her 'by Way of Reply to the 
things ſho had repreſented to him, That-it 
was 'impoſſibte for'him' to doubr of the' ar- 
denty atid reality of the Aﬀettion bf'aSifter 
ſoakitile; and who ha@ always'eX tft. fo 
much Tenderneſs for His Intereſt; That he: as 
licele queſtioned, bit thr * ſhe wt Petetra- 
red as. fay into the Iitetiors of his" Brother 
of France;As it was 'poſfible; any one could into 
the'Heart' bf a 'King; and therefore- -qpon 
her Repreſentation of! him chiefly, her pe 
5 19" ROT 


# 


White-Elall, . ' 


aſſtired er wonld . CD _—_ to give the 
more Credit cg Eres Gd Nets 
he had made of his'Tempet; m_ welt 
tle tine he had thetſghour'? to Convefſewith 
him'whilft jn Exile” ard*tothe' perieva Cha 
rat he Fad, ſinte BiSPerfond! Adminifiral 
tion 'of Publick Afats'© vbtaiied!9if! the 
World, & being aPrince of great, Hotiony 
and Generoſity, and thereupon 
ſome former unhandſom and onkind Tread - 
ments in his Court, as pure 'Effe&s "and Th- 
fiichces of the over-roling* Aſcehdant' of the 
then Regnant Afatarine, and! not- of! that 
Prince's own Inclivation ; ' he ©ſhbild"purt 
much Confidence in the finceri ity of 'fKe-moſt 
Chriſtian King, and accordingly delired'her 
ro return his ſaid "Majeſty, his Royal” and 
moſt ' Hearty Thanks'for thoſe obliginf Ex. 
nn of Amity 'and 'AﬀeRtion;' he! had 
nified to him by her; and to alſvre bitm- in 
be Name, he ſhovld” ever have his 'Tyicnd- 
ſhip in igh Eſteem, ahd' on £0'a8'grear 
lengths as in Prodence nd Threreſt h&/conld, 
to ſerve” him, afid oe 'ednply with his-D- 
fires : But that the tfers: propoſell ideing 
NY mr hence, hed ft be; = 
fe if ie't ke vtitie tf phv@ Him 
Ne ad ho Anſwer i 
Fs the ſhort ſpace Hmitted' for tee fay'in 
Ejglend: would petinit:;! howeveryrttizt{He 
wor with all con  [Expeditidir ive 
Kith, a betrer Accounts In the mhean' _— 
. | c 


76 


he ſhould Requeſt his moſt Chriltiap Brather 
by her, to do him the. Jyſtice to belicye; ho 
was as ſincerely afiectoned to his Perlon, as 
he could be to his, and ſhould ever perſiſt to 
be as far.asa King of Engl. could, his conſtant 
ard moſt Obſequious Friend : The like Com- 
plement, : as far as-it- was agreeable to his. 
Ciraumftances, was, returned by the Duke ; 
After which thePrincefs .renewin theGharge 
in the BuſmeKs of Religion, . the Kine freely 
told her, That as. co. that Point, tha” he 
bad entertained Yexy kind. and favopurable 
Thonghts of the Roman Religion, and :its 
Profeſlbrs, for ſeveral Reaſons he infabes 

and did believe, that. if it were Re-eſfabliſh- 
ed nj, his Dominiqns,: the Monarchy wauld 
be ſafer and cafier than it could. be- under 
the preſent ſtate of 'Proteltancy, yet he was 
not ſo fully ſatisfied in-it, as to make it. his 
own Religion ; ang. thay, on the other ſide he 
foreſaw ſuch unſuxrmountable Difficulties, ,1n 
attempting ſuch a Re-eſtabliſhment, that he 
did not think any Policy, no, nor the whole 
Power 'of -Fraxce, —_ he Command. it all 
entire, without any dzvertion from other ,1n- 
tereſted Neighbours, .(.too extraordinary, a 
JoaQure to be probably expetted ).. could be 
able to carry him through thera : To, which, 
ghe Princes who ſaw. well enough,. as well 
by; his Looks and Aions-as by AS 
115; 'that ſhe had ' made, more.lenhible Im- 
| preſſions 


preſſions. upon his Spijits, than he was wil- 
ling th acknovledge ; thinking ſhe had done 
enough for hcr part, and ſufficiently bro 
the Ice, for thoſe that ſhould be deſigned to 
puſh the Point further at, more leiſure, mor 
deltly rephed ;, That ſince that was his. f; |= 
jelty's Sence ,, in A02y he was fixed, ſhe 
would wave all farther Importunitiey on 
that Subject, and leave it wholly dependin 
between himiclt and God, whom, ſhe wepns' 
continually pray to Inſpire his Majeſty with 
Light enough to know, and Courage enqugh' 


to 'embrace., the Truth, in his appointed 


time ; But however, ſhe ſhauld be glad to 
know his Majeſty's Sentiments as to the De- 
ſign againſt Falland ; adding, that ſhe was 
confident, he could nat: but; think it was at 
lcaſt for his Intereſt; and feaſible too: Yes, 
Madam, anſwered the King, I am Convin- 
ced that if crowned with Succeſs it would be 
enough for the Intereſt of this Monarchy, 
and of my People too,z but yet as pradtica- 
ble as it ſeems ta be to you, it is likewiſe 
not without its Difficulties, and thoſe yery 
great. ones, too; for the ill Succeſs of m 


laſt War with that Nation, the DiſlatisfaRT- 
on of my People thereupon , the .Trippl 
League in which I.am lately engaged w1 
Helland , the Inclination my. Subjeas haye 
for 'the.Dutch, as being, a Proteſtant Nation, 
agd. the Implacable Avertion they have P 
| | -- _ 
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the* Frinch, and. their Jealouſies of | theif 
Power.” and of their Religion, are miglity 
Obſtacles in the way { However, if my Bro- 
ther of | Frayce cati propoſe me any prattica- 
ble, Expedients to remove them, which [I 
mich doubt, 1 will, as I have ſaid, do what 
I'can to.comply with him in that Enrerprize : 
And ſo the Princeſs declaring her felf well 
fatisfied, with what had been aid upon'the 
Syubje& of her Errand, they paſſed from the 
Buſineſſes of State, to the Divertiſements of 
the Court, from which being obtiged much 
ſqoner to break off than they were willing, 
by the more ſwift than welcome approaeh'of 
the time Limitted for her departure, with 
unconceivable Regret , and ilk-preſaging - 
Tears, ſhe took her leave of her Royal Bro- 
thers ;.tho' little did ſhe or they imagine it 
to, be her laſt Farewel, for foon' after her 
return tq France ſhe died, not without vehe- 
ment Suſpicion of being Poiſoned'; Bur thar 
her Husband the Duke of Orleance,, had any 
juſf Cauſe given him further ro foment his 
Jealouſie of her upon this Viſit, ( far he cer- 
jainly was ſuſpitious of her Condu@ before 
any mention of that Journey ) and fo puſh- 
ed hig1 on t5 the prattice of undue means to 
accelerate her Fate, 'has' been a Matter of 
myech Diſcourſe both in England and 'Frarive, 
and continues to this Day a' Myſtery; which 
I wilf not nor cannot pretend to —_— 
an 
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7; Mrs. Carewt P# FORM Into Englitd 
in'1 670, and. Goin to be "the 


King's Miſe... 


5 Lord 
Som: of im my Letters to your Lordfhips 
Ants, Monſieur - Le.Tellzer's. Senti- 
ments, in regard to the Management of the 
Afﬀairs of England to the Advantage of the 
French, among other Expedients he propo- 
ſed the {ending over {ome Choice Female, as 
might be capable to Charm a Prince, whoſe 
Heart was ſo ſuſceptible of an Amorovs 
Flame as that of the King of England; In 
Conformity to which Proje& , they made 
Choice of the Opportunity of the Princeſs's 
going over to effect it,and therefore ſhe upon 
her Arrival preſented our King, her Bro- 
tlier, with her Woman, kgown then . the 
lame 


l_—_ —__—— 
 — 
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The: \Pecxet, Dillory 
Nzme of Madam Carepell, but much better 
fince by the Title of Dutcheſs of Porrſm:; to 
ſerve the French King as a Heifer afterwards 
to Plaw withal, as being ſuch as was not 
carelefly of fortuitouſly picked] out* frym'a+- 
mong. un French Herd, but expreſly ſingled 
cut for that purpoſe: And how well ſhe 
acted her part, in time coming will appear in 
its proper place, ſo that if they failed in 
their Ends of furniſhing the King with a 
French Wife, they were reſolved to make it 
up, by! ſupplying! of; him with 2 French 
Whore ; and this being an Omiſſion in my 
Taſkg aud having AQGing 95 Ereargr Mygnent 
Lo wrhe &5 prelenter th. Keep, my Carreſpon- 
dence with your Lordſhip, .L have. taken 
the Opportunity to teſtifie” unto yo-how 


ready I am, 9 it 
TT \ 02. 2:01 HIS... 47 
Parts, Feb. 7 Sp _  -: j 
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LETTER. XIX. 


The paces made by the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, and afterward by the Princeſs 
Henrietta Maria Dutcheſs of Orleans, 
towards bringing the King over to joyn 
with the French againſt the ' Dutch, 
not fully ſucceeding according to ex- 
pedtation, they pos Fu upon other me- 
thods: Firſt by making ſure of the 
Duke of York, and then by inciting the 
Dutch to provoke the King to a War 
with them, 


My Lod, ; 
J have given your Lordſhip an accourit 
of the Princeſs Henrietta's Negotia- 
tion in England, and of the Kings dila- 
tory Anſwer, in regard to his ConjunQi- 
on with the French to make War upon 
the United Provinces, which put the 
French Polititians ſomewhat: to. a 
Nonplus; but conſidering how! well 
inclined the Duke was to the Popiſh Re- 
ligion , and how he'..had expreſt his 
thoughts to the Princeſs, the King/ be: 
ing preſent, of the advantage. and 'reaſon- 
ablenek of che A they made 
a an 


The Sectet Piſto2y 
an Eſſay, to ſee what they could do 
that way, and whether the great con- 
fidence he had with, and Influence over his 
Brother . might nat ihdace him to accept 
of the offer. They found him plyable 
enough ; but - upd Application,” be &id 
not-. find the King fog bat mach more 
diſpoſed to live. ac Reſt and Pleafure, than 
to, engage himſcif in. ſo much, Svllicicude, 
as a, War woyld. inevitably bring. him 
to; And beſides,” he was much, afraid 
to dilcontetit bis, People further , Who 
wete already fo "l}) Giizfied, with: the ill 
Condit and Difafters that befe}-'them 
m the laft. War,..amd:.whom he" knew: fo 

\ wholly averſe;.co'a new one, utlle(s. the 
Freſh Water-Ganydy-Caps and : Feathers 
eſpecially were dilmifſed, and the Con- 
dud of it wholly left to the Old Tar- 
polians, who {ſo ſucceſsfully affetted'their 

 Cautfe wich choſe 'People . in'- the*- Repub- 
licaw :and Oliwverean\ \tinies, the happineſs 
ef | which chelate: it; Succeſs had: munch 
enhauntfed in heir Eyes. Yet the&'French 
Agents: continued prefling of him;: .and 
tampering with- his :Mimiſters to: compaſs 
theircends; urging all':the. fpecious-Mo- 
fives in-atie World, ::and ſparing neither 
preſent Advances :ofr Money; ': nor” the 
moſt: Mqgnificerit Promiſes of fature: Ag&- 
knowledgment ;-buc' finding ſtill} a great 
Reſiftance rocany: fach  Overtures; they. 
at-:knegch re(olved” to play: their © Garne 

( L 4. another 


$2 WUHIDEMC NEL. 
thother- wayjoandemptey'd their Emif: 


fartes in-"(HRXYamm; wor Tab 2thofe Peo- 
ple io wh es the':Kirgs! Refenaritig 
by all'the ww oro —_— —_ 
deviſe ;: they  daufect hint to bereprefents 

douierbng a'\\\jeah Spirited "Prines*? 
drownel #1: Phyſics, adby thein Bank: 
rept; and that wotfld: pir'up any-Aﬀronts; 
rather than be weatted* trormii them” 4 
Moment: That'flender'comuge he had; be: 
ing 'Cowed'in the lat 2M aF;-as' Mkewile 
_ werethe'Spiricy of the protideft Me ctiants 
and Seamen;, his Subjetts,- under ſuch ary 
Unattive Prince ; adding Wioreover, that. 
ro thei# certain knowledge'the Duke 'ef 
York ' was "how”"'a"-Papiſt, tho*' it” hagger” 
mugeer; aridi'that the” People had” a 
ftrong- ſuſpition of it, how clhdeftinely 
loever Carried,” and 'had' 'therefipon cot- 
ceived'ſuch an ors, and Gnſ againſt 


the Duke therefore, and apainſt the King 
himſelf or-his actonrit, thac they would: 
never patiently brook the 'Cominind:: of 
the 'one, not” heartily aſfiſk or hight ':for 
the other, in'a War againſt a Proteſtant 
Seare 'but break into Fattions, -and rather” 
aber ther, 'then ſappoitt fo-Unwarlike, 5 
Unforturrats, and whatwas wotft of all, {> 
Popifhlyaffefted a Pririce : chattherefore 
now was the time to' give that finiſhing 
ſtrotkt6-thit'f5'-Great', ' To Gotious , 
and 'f6' Advanitzgedis' & Work" 88 their 
moſt Puiffarit” an@' Renowned” Repib- 

us Aa 2 lick, 


$ 


- lick, which 
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had more than half 
done in the laſt War, under the favour 
of the moſt Powerful Affiſtance of their 
great Maſter, Viz. to obtain for ever 
the dominion of the Seas, fo highly con- 
tended for by the Engliſh , ingrols 
the whole Trade of both the Hemiſpheares 
to themſelves ; And that in ſo Glorious an 
Undertaking, As the Great Monarch of 
France had, when in extremity, moſt op- 
portunely and a afliſted them 
in the preceding War; So he was deter- 
mined to do. in this, not with a few. 
Auxilliary Troops and Ships - as before, 
But with his whole Force; being reſolv'd 
of nothing leſs than to concur with their 
High and Mightineſles for the Abſolute 
Conqueſt of that Queen of Iſlands, that 
had ſo long domineered over the Sea, 
and pretended to give Laws upon thac 
Element, which God and Nature had left 
as free as the Air it ſelf. And that their 
High and Mightineſſes mightenter into no 
Umbrage of his deſigning any Greameſs 
to himſelf, that might be prejudicial to 
them by ſuch a Conqueſt ; he was content 
to ſhare it with them, and that ſo Parti- 
ally in their Favour, that he would ſa- 
tistie himſelf with.the two Poorer King- 
doms of Scotland and Ireland ; the former 
for the ſake of its Ancient Alliances with 
his Kieggdom, and the latter - becauſe of 
the Conformity of the Religion of is 
; native 


os 
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native Inhabitants, with that of his 
own Subje&s ; leaving to them the Prin- 
cipal, which was England, where: all the 
Chief Trade, Riches and Power, both 
by Sea an Land ror Gog Pri Emplrs 
was Concentred t r, with all its b 
ly dependances both in the "Eaf and Weſt 
Iidies,' with-which he coald not pretend 
to meddle; \the'ſuccels of which Prop 
I deſign. ſhall-be the ſubjet of another 
Letter. with the firſt opportunity, From 


My Lord. 


Paris Feb: 28; Tour Lordſhips E 
1677. N, 5. moſt Humble Servant. 
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EN | A R\ Nr SITE 
7 he Dutch afon rhe fc [nt Hehe ray- 
_ ces walk them hy ther; French Unabe 
." ing indyuced jg puter inin\@14eaty with 
bin, mere! becdied.) by'rthe't. Frevcb 
-, Endaſſudor.ita:\ gw" their "pare. fit, 
: and to :Jentl'5tto the French King for 
him to 2 {t.; but he pretending 


Ss 


ſer? made to him = entring into a War 

in Conjunttion with him againſt the 
States : But ordering bis Embaſſador 
withal to acquaint him, that in caſe 
of his. Refuſal, he WA be obliged to 
turn the Sham- League with the Dutch 
znto a real one. 


Ah ſy Lord, 

= HE Specious Remonſtrances, and 

4 more Inviting Propoſals made on the 
French. &ing's part t0 th Dutch, as men- 
tioned immy laſt to "your Lord(bip , ſo 
ned tie Hogens, that they ſuffered 
theinfelves tobe delyded into a clole Trea- 
ty rk the French Court for that great 
Expedi- 


af WHITE-HALE, 


ag Fig $, all.chinking what Rus 

2608 d-chemlclves, ang Divi» 
6 4 of their iy Tecritories between the 
French , ad, | Engliſh was, then ling 
among the Mey Fegrs.4 AS; a. Fur ener 
tive .tq.. ipfluce our. King to. 7 Wwath 
For il J 999 aps that ” ery 


to, procure that, qthen Allyance 
our ghe unexpected and yimel the tion 
of ;D1vine Prayi ENCE bad, royed. the 


Meng-1ekel of | their . Elgwrilhing: PRs 
and; turned that” klTh Magazine of, the 
Trade. and Riches of. the Univerſe into 


a larry bank of Lilles ; AFcapngly ey 
n,.. firſt, to, .inſyle. opn Ki 

Porlan, by mylzudgs 'o) AK (Soy eh 
and inſupportable,Palquirades and'Þi Pictyres, 
which che French Agents EpaaTphapg to 
make, him reſent . as they. deſerved, and 
finding; ſtill chat he declined to com ly 
with their deſires ;, alledging again. for 

ſwer, che ill ſuccel: of. the laſt War; cau- 
{ed chiefly by chem,.. che ayerlz {5 of his 
People to, another Wy FM vc. And farther, 
his unwilliognels oply tgr Injurics.that-per- 
ſonally concerned: him(elf alone, to;en = 
ſe Nations again,;ig, fa. F- 

ftiverh War, as:after'al}; cou 77 
very aenſiderable adyantage $0 ejthgr 


the;;gvent . what. ;would,, They; pro- 
— n;ta, tempt. him further by of- 


® - vY 


a4  fering 
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fering a larger proportion of: thoſe Pro- 
vides when Connor - and beſides, ſuch 
an affiſtance in Money, as ſhould enable 
him to go through with the War, tho' his 
Parliament fhould deny their Concur- 
rence with him therein ; and to make 
their perſwafions the 'more effeRuall, they 
did again warmly ply che Duke of Tbvk, 
attacking of him on the blind fide, Viz. 
his Religion, and telling him, that tho' he 
were privately a Catbolick, yet the Peo- 
ple began to have a ftrang ſuſpitian of it, 
and would at long run come to knoip it, 
and wonld not fail then to make ſuch 
ſtrong brigues againſt him, as that they 
would certainly put him by the Succeflion 
unleſs before ſuch a Diſcovery were per- 
fetly made, he could induce his Brother 
to joyn his Arms with thoſe of his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſties, for the Conqueſt of 
Holland ; where were the Vitals that Ad- 
miniftred Life and Spirits to all'' thoſe 
FaRtions he had to fear, and which after 
the Conqueſt of that United- many-headed 
Hydrs, would ſoon be ſuppreft, but cpuld 
be by no other way : and that then the 
introduftion of the Roman Religion in- 
ro theſe Kingdoms, whenever he ſhould 
fucceed to them, would be eaſie, elſe im- 
poſſible ; that his Moſt- Chriftjan Majeſty 
was then provided with fuch formida- 
ble Forces, and had hid the Empire into 
ſuch a Sleep of Security, antl fo _ 
Kew q 
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dr conan vere 
d contrary appearances; that 

fore they could awake; and rub off the duſt 
they had thrown in their Eyes,-they mighe 
have done their work on the Ho s,who 
leaſt of all the reſt expeRed an Actack, and 
were therefore unprovided. The Dake for- 
ward enovtgh before, but now quite over- 
come by theſe pretences, became their moſt 
earneſt Sollicitor anew to ing; buttho” 
he neglected nothing in that cale, that a 
Prince of that great influence over his 
Brother could do, to bring him over to 
conſent to the Meaſures concerted between 
the French and him ; He found him till 
inflexible and averſe to a War, not out of 
any diſaffection to the'Cauſe, but out of a 
love ts eaſe, and a Principle of Fear, as I 
have formerly hinted to your Lordſhip : 
Upon which the French Council proceed- 
ed to their laft Maſter Stroak in this buſſ- 
neſs, reſolving in caſe they ſucceeded not 
therein, in ſpice of all hazzards to take 
the opportunity of joyning with Holland, 
to Invade and Conquer Englend, if pofli- 
ble. To this end they had all along ma» 
naged a cloſe Treaty with Holland, even 
while they were endeavouring one in Eng- 
land, by the powerful Negotiation of theic 
- Friends the De Wits, and Loveftein Fation : 
So then ſtill the more to rouſe up _—_— 
Reſentments-, or to Force him, to make 
appear to the World, that he had indeed 


None, 
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nane,neither-for;his own Royal Dignity and 
Honour, nor for the Honour or-Jatereſt of 
his Relacions'.and; Kingdams, pay not fo 
much as a:{eaſe of the: preſervation of any 
of them from Dangers, tho' never 1o. viſible, 
ſo preſent; - and fofaral to all and every, of 
them; they put the' De Hts: on all - the ef- 
forts theypould:ta keep down the moſt An- 
cient and Hiuftriaus Family of Naſaw, un- 
der the. fpecious/pretences of the danger of 
the Liberty che Commonwealth:might one 
day run fromthe fuſpiciousGreatneſs of that 
Houſe, ſo well deſerving af them ; eſpeci- 
ally, if ever it were fo iFartunate, as to 
mount the Throrie of - Great Britazn, itheir 
incompatible Rival in Nayal. Power. and 
Trade; and with whom, -:by-,feaſon- of 
their near Relation to: that Crown, that 
Houſe could not: but by Indlination and 
Intereſt, have ſuch a Correſpandence as 
muſt needs render it imprudent and unſafe 
in the States,' to admit the preſent Prince 
into the. ſame Honours: and important 
Charges in that Junaure, + which. his 
Anceitors, in the Infancy of the Com- 
monwealch' had enjoyediand exerciſed, fo 
much .totheir Adyantage; and accordingly 
what Steps 'were made by thoſe ewo Mini- 
fiers, co keep the Prince of: Q#enge from 
the'Poſſeflion of the Anciens Honours and 
Priviledges of his Houſe, is:tao well known 
to: need mention. Which Deſign being 
thus ſet. on foot by thoſe Miniſters, me 
| Frenc 
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Erach till the mor»eaþerty: to incice them 
ta purktexheir : Poing;-3abiivared>to. them; 
That'the aaly wdyiw expert thedblhAc- 
pliſhmenti ofi-thtear” Delires in the 2otal 
Defſtiudtion -of that Family; wauld:ihe:tb 
taudſe, anew War ito be declared againſt 
England; upan the plauſible Pretences: and 
Encquragements before-mentianed : ;| if 
which Junfure che People of Holand, who 
1Þ>c>&e Prince liis Fathers time, had begun 
to: ebnceive an Lmbrage: of that 'Faouly 
kould be:che moreicaſfily. brought to com- 
ſent co what: remained; i to ' the utter De- 
priving and Diſinabling them to afpirg-to 
any Greatneſs: that might be: aboye- their 
Pity.: and that by the patent and-auipici 
Aftiſtance of ther: Freneb! Monarch ih-' thar 
War,:»the States 'coming-to overpower 
{o.gloriouſly:theirRival in Frade;) and to 
acquireiaPolecfHionoÞ fo great a fhare:of 
the Arzrh Dominidnsas' was projedted he- 
tween:them,. and iasi dhby would:in all ap- 
peatance 'under-the'Baiour-of 1ttiay ſpro- 
{ence [Gonjundure, H1bo: t2il' to atzaie\ ino'5 
they''he De-H#arsiiby:proguring theBrates 
{o5 (e4fonableragd powerful ary Alliftancs, 
ahd-puſhingithem on co x Warzrtacrpoudd 
entÞwiich! fo mudtf{ Glory; and Advantage 
tothemy- would qgaire'Eulipſe the; 
vices! and '' Merits of: di 1Nofourandi0- 
ravpiar Heroes; in thetearlier:Years of the 
Republik, ' and. give; thedaid DE/i7'op- 
Pontunity! by degrees:co, raiſe their-own _ 
ne mi y 
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mily to the ſame, if not much greater Ho- 
nours and Priviledges, then choſe that had 
been ſo long ——_— by that illuſtrious 
Houſe; in which, addeth-they, you may 
be aſſured, that from time to time, you 
ſhall never want the friendly Offices, and 
moſt efficacious Afiſthances % our invinci- 
ble —— who isno leſs C _— = 
nerous, and Magnificent, in t- 
ments towards his Allies and Friends, then 
he is Formidable and Inflexible in thoſe to- 
wards his Enemies. In fine, they ſoothed 
theſe miſerable ambitious Miniſters to that 
degree, and acted that Sham-Treaty with 
Iolond, by their means foto the Life, that - 
the States not doubting but they were in 
earneſt, made all the forward Steps ima- 
ginable towards os ons pr - poſed, | 
to Arm , not min 
— a Poſture lefe all their Places 
byLand,as —_— nothing from Frence 
but Friendſhip and Afﬀiſtance. And-accord- 
yo. \ encbs that Faction thaving with all the Heat 
,concerted and con- 
ded T, Treaty with the French Ambaſla- 
dor, he likea ſly Gameſter, wheedled them 
to- ſign cheir part in it, and-ſent it forth- | 
with as privately to hisMaſtergwho,ſaid he, 
would not fail immediately to anſwer them 
with a Counter-Change ; og cofieg them, 
that by chis means, they ſhould ſhew a great 
deference to his Dignity, and the Figure 


he made in w6" >t F 
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Confidence in him, —— 
could be more obliging to aCrowned 
eſpecially to him, who much-more' then 
any other Prince, valued himſelf upon his 
Honour and Integrity : and beſides, would: 
contribute nuch to the ſucceſs of the great 
_ they were joynely to go upon ; -_. 
this means their common De- 
ſign _ be moſt dexterouſly concealed 
from the Engliſh Court, whom his Maſter, 
ſaid he; amuſed all this while with a ſham- 
Alliance, and hopes of making Peace with 
you for them, &'c- And ſo keeping them 
trom, Arming for their Defence, and fo 
angryercs be executed with ſuch a lacpri- 
ng Celerity on: them, that they ſhould 
_ {ce the Dutch Fleet on their Coaſts, 
and the Frezch Troops on their Land, then 
hear of. them. I took, and 
the Inſtrument of the ſaid was with 
all expedition ſent ready Signed. by the ſaid 
Faction, to the great Monfiewr, who promi- 
- fed ſpeedily to -an{wer: the Non 
on his ſide : Andnow the DeWirs and their 
Ty were yn gx and _ alrea- 
yin hapes, ſharipg part in 
jRed Spoil and. Diviſion of the Exeliſh 
Monarchy 3 when the more politick Mon- 
frexr having t chem into the Snare 
F- had laid For , inſtead of ſending 
and Signing a Counter: change of the 
id League to them, fent ic ſecretly to his 
Ir > in Englerd, with Orders pri- 


vately 
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vately to ſhew-it our! King, that he miphe 
by.thit be-convinesd what advances, the 
People he 'was fo'hatd'to'be perſiwaded to 
wage Wat wich ; had made: to: attack 
him: and his Kingdoms, 25 they had altea- 
dy-infalted trisPerloni' Honour,” and Re- 
lations. And how-aftecionate' His Mafter 
was to his Majeſty, whtio was teady to de-' 
part-from-all the Advantages he nnghe- pru- 
dentially hope to'teap by fach ak Alliatice,' 
in that 'diſadvantagiousPoſture of 'the 'B#i- 
:5ſb Afﬀeairs, and” racher "inclined .to joyrt 
with ' his Majeſty apainſt thoſe ſawey* Re- 
publicans ,-- and {worn Enemies i40'''all 
Growned Heads':: Orderihg- him withall, 
to'cell him,chat the Obſtinacy heperctived 
in his Majeſty, -iri refuſing to vindicate his 
own , this Fartiilies, and: his Kingdoin's 
Honour and Intereſt - againſt them; had 
prevailed with him, 'to' puſh on-a' Treaty 
with them ſo far, - asto-pet it, by Addreſs; 
Signed by them afore-hand; that he' night 
have wherewithal'to'pive his Majeſty an 
undeniable Provf, -bothfof their malitibus 
and dangerous Incetitions, and of” tis own 
ſincere Inclinatior- to his Majeſty'; 'and 
delnde them into 'a ſecutiry, (tha might 
hinder them from providing for :any De- 
fenceby. Land, ' againſt the'Fo rees he had 
ready: co pour in-upoti' them}; - in oal tis 
Majeſty - would -plesſo, - while;ie ws yet 
time, © joyn with kim; -And furthe,-eo 
add; that for his part he" had not Sign'd ie 

(316 yet, 
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yet, but was ready to Sign onemuch rather 


with his Majefty, and would on that con-: 
dition fþ protrat che/time: with delacory! 


Anſwers and 'Exeufes;/ that: 'their' preſence 
Naval Preparations ſhoultl be eluded, and 
they artarcked; when they" leaſt expeRted; 
and when' tis Majeſty might have ce 
enough to, make ſufficiernt Proviſion, to. ſe- 
cond hiny therein by Sea; to both their 
certait and glorious - Advantage't And 
laltly, ordering theſaid Ambaſſador in the 
cloſe to. tell his Majeſty:roundly, that cho? 
indeedhe had'catried on that ſham League 
for the Reaſons afore-ſaid, viz. For the 
Intereſt of his\Brittiſh Majeſty, as well as 
his own, for the better conviction of him, 
of the Necefficy; as well as Convenience 
of joyning with him, and kalling the E- 
nemy mto that ſecnricy,that was neceſſary 
to.the Succeſs of the Arms of bothCrowns ; 
yetif after all theſe ſteps, his Majeſty would 
ſtill perſiſt to be deaf to his own Intereſt, 
ſo viſibly and plainly made out to him that 
truly his Maſter then would be forced to 
decline thoſe of his Majeſty, take new 
Meaſures conſonant to his own, and in 
a word, turn the ſham Alliance into a true 
one, by immediately Signing and Coun- 
terchanging it ; and at the ſame inſtant, 
joyning with thoſe Enemies againſt him, 
withott giving him time to make any to- 
lerable Preparation, that might enable 


him to weather their firſt Actempts ; -_ 
chat 


Ty: 
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that it was his Maſters undoubted Intereſt 
. to —_—_— Forces on foot, and not to 

keep them idle : And that therefore if the 
King of England would not joyn wich 
him, to em them where he had moſt 
Inclinacion, and much Intereſt too, toem- 
ploy them ; he would be forced by Inter- 
eſt againſt his Inclination, to employ them 
againſt him, being reſolved toemploy them 
ſome where ; and fo the Ambaſlador con- 
cluded his Harangue, as I ſhall conclude 
this Letter, having been tedious, I am 
afraid, to your Lordſhip ; and fo remain, 


Ay Lord, 
Pex, March 19, Your Lordſhips 
1677. N.S. | 
moſt humble Servant. 


PIP 
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LETTER XC 
King Charles II. Zeing at length Brought 


over to a Compliance with the French 
Tautreagues, and to make War upon 
the Dutch ; the French Council make 
all the Alliances they can among the 
German Princes,&c. and where they 
could not prevail, uſe their Endea- 
wours to perſwade to a Neutrality. 


My Lord, 
Aving in my laſt to your Lordſhip, 


ſet forth the ſucceſſive Intrigues of 


France, to bring our King into their Inter- 
eſt, and to come to a Rupture with the 
Dutch States 3 their Artifices, eſpecially 
the laſt (as how could it - chooſe, unleſs 
he had been indeed the Log, he has been 
reſembled co) wrought ſo effecually with 
him, that he then, without Reluctancy, 
conſented to the French King's Overtures ; 
and an Alliance was, tho' very privately; 
concluded on, wherein were-inſerted Ar- 
ticles for a projected ſharing of the States 
Dominions, ;already Conquered by oucAr- 
my, as we had been before by theirs ; and 
now both Courts concert Meaſures to con- 
tinug the Tv of the Enemy, and 

0 
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to gain ſome other Neighbours into a Con- 
Ccurrence or Neutrality. The French King 
after ſome Demur, co gain time, and 
ro finiſh his Intrigue in Exgland, had no 
ſooner concluded ir, but after his uſual way 
of Diffimulation, ſent back the Inſtrument 
of the Treaty with Holland to the States, 
but with ſuch Additions and Amendments, 
as he knew would take up time to debate, 
tho' couched in moſt ſuggred Words, and 
backed with large Promiſes, of continuing 
and augmenting Friendſhip : And having 
in the mean time gained the EleQor of 
Cologn, the Biſhop of Munſter, and ſome 
others on the Rhine, partly by Money, and 
partly by deceitful Pretences to joyn with 
them : They had alſo thevanity to attempc 
(tho? the very Thoughts of ſuch an Over- 
ture, were charged with inſuperable 
Difficulties) to delude the very Spaniard, 
if not intoa Compliance, yet into a Neu- 
trality wich them,while theic Forces ſhould 
be acting ſuch Tragedies, as were intend- 
ed in their view, and not without pafling 
through their Country, they having ſuch 
Creatures and Factions in Spain, as they 
much coufided in ; bue atter all their 
Wheedles and Intrigues there, they fouud 
fuch ſtrong Oppoſition made by the Queen- 
Aother,, who was a great Enemy to France, 
as gave them little grounds to hope for any 
greac Succels in that Negoriation ; ſo that 
they began to content chemſelves with _ 

they 
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they thought they were ſure of, viz. By 
gaining of ſo much time, in keeping of 
Macters in ſuſpence; both in the Spaniſh 
and Imperial Councils, who were naturally 
flow enough in their Deliberations, as 
might ſuffice them to accompliſh their de- 
ſign upon Holland, before they could be in 
a readineſs to hinder che finiſhing Stroke z 
(If fo be, chey ſhould declare for the States 
againſt them, as was to be ſuſpe&ed they 
would) after which ſecure of Succeſs, 
they concluded they ſhould be in a condi- 
tion toattack, rather then to expect the 
whole Auſtrian Force, tho' fortihed with 
the Succours of all the reſt of Chritendom: 
My Lord, | am not at preſent furniſhed 
with che Topicks they wentupon, to bring 
the Spaniards to a Compliance in this Mat- 
ter ; but hope I ſhall be able to give your 
Lordſhip a good account of them in my 
next, which ſhall be with the next conve- 
niency,, but in the mean time, I am, 


| My Lord, 
Paris, Apr. I5. Your Honours, 


1677. N.S. | 
"+ moſt bumble Servant. 


—— 


The Secret Hiſfozy 


LEITER XXIL 


Coleman being engaged in the French 
Intereſts, here follows the Topicks he 
went upon, to induce the Spaniards 
to a Neutrality in the War in 
I 672. 


My Lord, 

Hat the French Miniſters are Gens a«- 
dax omnia'perpeti, is very manifeft, 
by what F have writeen to your Lordſhip 
before ; but to be fo adyenturous, as to 
form Topicks for the 'engaging.thoſe in the 
Spaniſh Intereſt, ro favour their Defigns, by 
deluding that Nation to a Neutraliry,ſeems 
to- be a Maſter-ptece of 'their Policy, as 
well as Audacicy : Having therefore gain- 
ed Mr. Cdleman , whom they judged of 
any other, the moſt proper Inſtrument 
to carry otr ſuch a Deſign, they formed 
the following Topicks for him, the better 
to help him to- compaſs it ;' ahd'he was to 

urge eloſe]Jy. _. m—_— 
©*'x. That tho! his Britamick Majeſty had 
been by the intollerable Infolencies, and 
baſe Outrages of the Dutch Nation, con- 
Nrained and neceflitated much againft his 
Inclinations, to depart from ſo much of 
the tripple League, as concerned the Hol. 
4. + $ CU landers ; 


» nine. 
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 londers.;, yet he would: not- fail to retain- 
fill; his-Inchnations: to: promate- as much 
as lay in him, 'the chief Intent: and: Pur- 


pore of it ;, which-was: in Subſtance, to 
hinder the French from aggrandizingthem- 
ſslres, to the Diminution of their Neigh- 


bours ; but more particularly. to the Pre- 


judice of the Catholick King, during his 
Minority, provided he would ſtand: Neu- 
ter. 


2. That his Neutrality would be a-firm- 
Security to him, of what he yet poſleſt'in 
the Netherlands, by obviating, and taking: 
clean away from the French, all manner 


of. pretences to-moleſt his. Subjects. 

3- That the deſtroying- the Hollanderr, 
who. were baſe Rebels co him, (and whom 
it was as much- Scandalous as Pernicious, 
for any Crowned Head:to ſuffer to flouriſh 
and proſper in Wealth and Greatneſs, as 
they had but:coo manifeſtly done,to theDi- 
minution;of- their Neighbours, and much 
leſs to.abert) would be higbly Beneficia), 
and of manifold  Advancage'to his Catho- 


lick Majeſty, For: thatthe vaſt Trade of 
Amſterdam, and other great, populous, and© 


flouriſhing Towns in Holand, and the other 
Provinces, being ruined and depopulated ; 


many. of - the Inhabitants, at leaſt all thoſe 


of the Romen Catholick Religion - or Per- 
ſwaſion,' a great many. of: the Deiſts, and 
other Adiapborites, who were very/indif- 


terent and-carelels, whether-they frequent- 
A. b 
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ed any publick Worſhip at all, or no, but 
chiefly, and above all other things, ador- 
ed Trade and Gold, with which the Datch 
Territories {warmed above any other Na- 
tion, either on this, or che other ſide of 
the Hemiſphere, would, without all doubt, 
refugiate themſelves, as kcing neareſt, and 
mott commadious tor them, inthe Spanzſh 
Terricories and Provinces, eſpecially Flan- 
ders; avd would quickly multiply and en- 
greaſe in them, not only People, but Trade 
and Riches, from whence, encreaſe of 
Power and Strength, both by Sea and 
Land, would be a neceſſary and infallible 
Conſequence : And that then, the now al- 
moſt abandoned City of Antwerp, once the 
moſt tamous, and moſt flouriſhing City in 
Trade, of this part of Europe, ſhould have 
free liberty co lay open her Scheld again, 
now Uamm'd up by the Hollanders ; and 
recover her former Riches, Glory, and 
Strength, as would neceſſarily all the other 
Spaniſh Cities, and trading Towns 1n that 
Country in a proportionable degree,which 
would be a means to make Spain herſelf 
become much more Flouriſhing and Po- 
pulous. 

4+ That the Crown of Spain would by 
this means, have her Hands quite rid of 
the moſt croubleſome, as well as dangerous 
Rival, in Trade and Conqueſt in the Ef 
Indies, of any other Europian Nation what- 
loever ; in which reſpeR, neither England 

| | $ nor 
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nor France, tho” tradifig Nations, as being 
Monarchies,had not been, nor indeed could 
poſſibly be, or become fo prejudicial to it : 
However, they might, perhaps afterwards, 
be fortified with new Acceffions of Strength 
and Power ; as that one fingle Republick, 
which,tho? ſcarce of one age's Growth, had 
yet already, to the Amazement, as well as 
Detriment of their Neighbour Nations , 
and eſpecially the Kingdom of Spain, and 
Territories belonging to it, monopolized 
into her own Hands, the advantageous,and 
incredibly gainful Trades to the great 
Kingdoms of China, Fapan, and many o- 
ther Parts, both of the EaFt Indian and A4- 
frican Coaſts, whither in former times, no 
other Nations in the World, beſides thoſe 
of Spain and Portugal, had any manner of 
Accels. 

5. That the Power of that upſtart Re- 
publick was already at that exorbitant Great- 
neſs and Grandure, that there was no poſ- 
ſibility, either of humbling or depreſſing 
it, and much leſs of a total Subverſion of 
it, by any other in Chrifendom, then the 
united Powers of the Kingdoms of Eng- 
land and France ; and yet things were 
brought to that paſs, that if timely care 
were not taken, to have the ſaid Republick 
removed out of the way, or at leaſt mor. 
tified to a very great degree; it muſt of 
neceflity, in a ſhort time riſe up, as 0/4 
Roye did, to ſuch a prodigious Strength, 
LL, Bb 4 Power, 
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Power, Dominion, _ and  Grandure, - that. 
it would give Law to all the Crowned, 
Heads in this part off the World ; and per- 
haps, at laſt devour them, ſince it well 
appeared, and was conſpicuous to all that 
did not wilfully ſhut their Eyes, that by 
ſuch little Blows as the Kingdom of Eng- 
land alone was able to give them, in the 
late War, and Sea Engagements they had 
with them, their Experience, numbers ef 
Seamen, Power, Strength, and Riches, 
were every day advanced and encreaſed, 
afcer the Reſpite of a ſmall breathing time 
of Peace : And that conſequently, if his 
Catholick {*jety, the King of Spain, or 
rather the Zee» Regent and Miniſters, as 
alſo his Imperial Majeſty ſhould ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be fo over-ruled by ſuch a need- 
Jeſs, as well as unſeaſonable Jealouſie, fo 
far, as by their Interpoſition co obſtruct 
and hinder the now probable Downfal of 
that uſurping, and encroaching Republick, 
what could they expect and hope for in the 
Revolution of a few Years , but to fee 
thoſe very People, whom, by their need- 
leſs Solicitude, they had ſaved from De- 
ſtruction, be ſo adventurous, as to ſeize 
into their own Hands, by way of Retali-- 
ation for. their Kindneſs, their precious 
Mines of Gold and Silver, in the. Coun- 
treys of Peru and Mexico ; when it ſhould 
be quite out of the Pawer, either of the 
Kingdoms of Englgnd or Frayce, or mne 
c 
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both of them together, ſhould they find 
thenitolees ſo diſpoſed, to prevent their in- 
evitable Loſs, which wauld be not only a 
moſt -pernicious Blow, but, as might very 
well be feared, eyen a deadly one to the 
illuſtrious Houſe of Awria, as well as a 
very ſenſible one to all the other Princes 
and States of Chriftendow : And therefore 
it could not but be a matter even, of oe 
Importance, and greatly, for: the Intere 

and Benefit of his Carholick Majeſty and his 
Subjects in general, for him to reſolve to 
remain and continue neuter, in this, War 
that was to commence ſhortly againft the 
united Dutch Provinces, and to connive at, 
and give way to the Succeſs of the French 
and Engliſh Nations; ſince it was evidently 
as neceſſary and requiſite, for the Safety 
and Grandure of the, Kingdom of Spain, 
ut deleatur iſta Carthago, as.1t wasfor thatof 
England and France; trom whom a mutual 
Jealouſie, which, as it ever was, could not 
but be ſtill continued, would ſufficiently 
ſecure Spain to all future Ages, from offer- 
ing ahy ſuch Violence, or making any 
ſuch Attempts on their Golden, and Sil- 


ver We#ft Indies, as would certainly, as well 


as unavoifdably, be made. in leſs then half 
an Age upon them, by the Republick of 
Holand ; If his Catbolick Mejehy, the Em- 
perour, and his other Allies, ſhould ſtand 
ſo far in their own Light, and become 


uilty, of ſo mach Imprudence, which 
Suury m Þ p a 
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could- hardly be thought of them, as to 
give any divertion unto, or otherwiſe in- 
terrupt the only Powers in Chriftendorm, 
that were able to prevent that Diſa- 
ſter, and render it quite of none Effe&. 
6. That his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
Lews the XIVth of France had ſolemnly 
engaged to his Britannick Majeſty the King 
of England, that upon the Condition of a 
Neutrality agreed by Spain, he was willing 
eo relinquiſh all pretenſions to the remajn- 
der of the Spaniſh Netherlands, and all the 
other Dominions of Spain, and to get that 
ſame Renunciation Signed and Ratified by 
the Dauphine his Son, as well as by him- 
ſelf; and to leave no room for any future 
Jealouſies,even by the conſent and approba- 
tion of the Three Eſtates of his Kingdom, 
whom he would take care to Aſſemble 
for that very end and purpoſe, as alſo by 
the Parliament of Pars ; that fo all occa- 
ſions and pretences of any future War be- 
eween the Two Crowns of France and 
Spain might be entirely and totally cut off by 
this one Amicable and Advntageous Con- 
ceſſion; nay, and that rather than fail in this 
particular, his Mo Chriſtian Majeſty would 
be brought to re-deliver to the Catholick 
King, even all the Towns, Cities and Ter- 
ritories taken from him by France in the laſt 
War, and keep ſtri&aly to the other, as well 
as the Pyrenean Treaty which was as much 
as the Spaniards could with tor' themſelves 
ah ; os 
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or had upon any occaſion inſiſted upan. : 


7. That the French King would be pun- 
tual to give ſach ſtrict Orders to his; 
Troops and Armies,that in all their March- 


es through the Countries belonging to the. 


King of Spain , they | ſhould he fo far, 
from being injurious and burdenſom to the 
reſpeQive Inhabitants of them, that they 
ſhould receive very great benefit and ad- 
vantage from them,by their exa& and libe- 
ral | paying for what ever they had of them, 
and that he' would afterward leave ſuch 
a firm barrier on all ſides the Country, 
as ſhould for ever ſecure them from all 
Apprehenſions of encroatchments from 
France or any other Neighbouring Nation 
whatſoever; and that by this means the 
Spaniſh Territories would remain very fer- 
til, and be filled with Money and all forts 
of Rich Commodities, whilſt the United 
Provinces would be run down, and never 
be in a condition to moleſt or annoy them 
more; and what advantage and fecurity 
that would be to them, they themſelves 
could tell, and a remembrance of former 
experiences in that kind, muſt needs cor- 
_— and add ſtrength to the ſame. 

. That there was no juſt cauſe of 
Jealouſie to be entertained, or any great 
Reaſon to fear the growing greatnels of 
the Kingdom of France upon ſuch an occa- 
fion, for that the accefiion of ſtrength, 
which by ſich means might in ſome de- 
Fo -. og I OS To gree 
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gree happen to her, would be much more 
than ballanced by that which would accur 
to England; by which his Britannick Ma- 
jiefty would become a much more power- 
ful: Affiſtant to Spain and the Spaniſh Ter- 
ritories, againſt any Violations of Treaties 
that might afterward upon. any account 
whatſoever happen to be offered by the 
French, then he could be at this junAure 
of time, even tho'joyned with the Repub-. 
lick of Hqlland ; and yet rid the Catbolick 
King even at the fame time of ſuch a 
diſtonourable as well, as dangerous, Ally - as 
Helland was at preſent, and which would 
certainly prove within a ſmall Revalution 
of Years a deſtructive Enemy alſo, if 
they were not now in this- favourable 
nick of time obſtruaed and throvghly, pre- 
vented. 

9. That the King of Swedland, who 
was the other Crowned head that haden- 
gaged himſelf in the Triple Alliance for 
the protection and ſecurity of the Spaniſh, 
Netherlands, was likewiſe of, the ſame 
mind ' and diſpoſition to remain Nentes in 
the preſent caſe, unleſs he were provoked 
to joyn with the French and Engliſh ; But 
that however he would at the ſame. time 
joyn and ſincerely concur with his Britan- 
_ nick Majeſty for the guaranty of this defred 
and uſeful Neutrality wich France ; . that 
both: Kings would be ready to enter in- 
to a Leagae Offenſive and Detzaſiye, with 
the 
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the Crown of Spain to afliſt the ſame with 
their full force and whole.power, againſt 
any manner of infra&tions that ſhould 
happen to be made, or fall out againſt 
this or: any other former Treaty. br Trea- 
ties on the part of France whatſoever. 

10. And Laftly, That the Frenzeb'King 
was ready and willing to accept "their 
guatanty and not only fo, but freely toper- 
mit che Emperor of Germany and other of 
the German Princes, that could be brought 
to ſtand Neuters, and were willing to enter 
inco the ſame, to be made Partners there- 
In ;” that all the World as well as the Coun- 
cil of Spain might be convinced, beyond 
all ſaſpitions to the contrary of his Moſt 
Chtiftian Majeſties, as well as the King of 
England's ſincerity in that matter. 

Theſe, my Lord, were the inſtructions 
Mr. Coleman had, and tlie Topicks he was 
co go upon for the carrying on this 250 
ty Deſign ; but how far he put the ſame 
in practiſe, that I could never learn ; but 
he was not the wy Engine they implay'd 
for that. purpoſe, they had their Agee 
Spain it ſelf, who did their utmoſt-ro 
fe& this Neutrality of which I may be. a- 
ble'to give your Lordſhip an account ago- 
cher time ; In the mean while I am, 


My Lord,  _ 
Nur Lordi moſt Elite, 
Parr Toly 25: &=and maſt Obedient Seriiqne, 
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LETTER XMXIL 


A farther Argument uſed at the Court 
of Spain by the French Agents to per- 
ſwade that Nation to a Neutrality. 


My Lord, 

= the Topicks uſed by Mr.Cl:man and 
| other French Emiſlaries, of which I 
have given your Lorſhip an account alrea- 
dy to perſwade the Spaniards to a Neutra- 
lity, they judged fit ro ſuperadd, another 
to be more particulacly and cloſely inſiſt- 
ed upon at the Court of Spain it ſelf, al- 
ledging that the ruine of the Repwublick of 
Holland, was very neceſlary as upon other 
accounts, fo more eſpecially in that there- 
by the King of England, who was ſo well 
enclined to the Roman Catholick Religion, 
and only wanted an opportunity to declare 
for it, and to have the Glory to Eſtabliſh 
it in His Dominions, which had ,now for 
above an Age and half groaned under the 
burden of a peſtilent Hereſie, would be- 
come {ſo much maſter of his Subjects, that 
he would be in a condition, without any 
danger to himſelf and the Royal Family 
to introduce the ſame Romar _—_ Re- 

now 


| 
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lgion into his Kingdoms again, which great 
and glorious, as well as meritorious Work, 
the Catholick King and thoſe who had the 
Adminiſtration of his Dominions ought 
to have to heart above all other Interetis 
and Conſiderations whatſoever, eſpecially 
ſince this would enable the Crown of Eng- 
land to do Spain many good and friendly 
offices in the Court of Rome as well as elſe- 
where, and be a means to ballance che 
French FaQion there, when they ſhould 
take upon them, as they frequently did, to 
oppole the Intereſts and AONOAIIES 
Houſe of Auſtria, as Henry the VIlth an 

other Kings of England had formerly done 
before the Schiſm broke out, and .their 
Kingdom came to be overſpread with He- 
rifie ; But you know, my Lord, the effe& 
this and the former bait and flouriſhes haye 
had; for Spain after ſome ſhort diſimn- 
lation to gain time declared for Holland, 
on whoſe fate they well foreſaw that of 
their Netherlands, and the whole Fortune 
of the Houſe of Auſtria depended; in 
which reſolutions notwithſtanding all the 
Artifices uſed to the contrary, they wers 
ſeconded by the Emperor, who then had 
his Arms looſe, and by ſome other Princes 
on that ſide, whom tho' they fail'd to hin- 
der to enter into an Alliance for the de- 
fence of Holland, yet they have met ſince 
with too much fucceſs in rendring theic 


mighe 


ConjunRion as little hurtful co theta as 
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might be, and of which I may in time be 
able to-give your Lordſhip the particulars, 
who am | 


Pars Aug. 5. My Lord, 
1677. N.S, 
| Your Humble Servant. 


| m——_ 
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LETTER XXIV. 
Of the fbutting up of the Exchequer by 
King Charles 77 in January 167:. 


a 
_— 


_ My Lord, 
I Need make no repetition to your 
Lordſhip of what the French have done 
by Foreign Alliances in Germany ; by en- 
gaping our King to conſent to the Second = 
ar againſt the Dutch, and the Topicks 
they went upon to perſwade others whom 
they had reaſon to fear would concern 
themſelves in the Quatrel when they ſaw 
cheir Neighbours Houſe ſet on Fire, to a 
Neutrality in the cafe, and more particu- 
tatly the Spaniards of which, Traniations 
I have not long ſince ſent your Lordſhip 
_ the particulars ; but what ever was done 
abroad by them for the ruining of the 
Dees Mk they were oh Elg Coo 
otis in'6iir Nation ;co;put the King (w 
God Kos Wat Blk 5 futtpitlle of thetr 
ata Charms) 
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Charms, upon ſuch methods as would 
Bankrupt . his Reputation with , his own 
SubjeRs,. and fo become an entire depzn- 
dant upon them for his ; Kacey Twa 
things. they had more eſpecially .in view 
for the accompliſkment hereof,, the ong 


was that he ſhould ſhut up the Excbequer 
under the pretence of the abſolute — 
of it for want of Money to bear up the 
port the Nation ought at that time-to make 
1a the World when their Neighbours were 
in ſo formidable a Poſture ; but they knew 
well enough and could not. but fareſze 
(as I find they have noted it) that he woulc 
by ſuch a fſurprizing | and uoparallelled 
A& loſe all his Credit far ever of .borrow- 
ing Money again, otherwiſe then on the 
Branches of his Revenue, or Ads of Par. 
liament 5 and would deter the Parliament 
from venturing to be ſo profuſe and liberal 
as they had formerly beento him any more 
for the time to come,upon never ſo prefling 
occaſions; at leaſt without binding his 
hands, and reſerving to themielves the care 
of laying out as well as raiſing any Moneys 
to be given to him ; and what could the 
conſequence thereof be, but that he muſt 
be reduced either of being created as an 
Underling or a Doge (which they took 
eſpecial care to infuſe into his head) by 
his Parliamegts; or which they aimed at 
chiefly,;-to do the French King's drudgery, 
to haye Money to maintain his Pleaſures, 
Cc and 
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and keep up his Dignity and Authority a- 
gainſt any attemprs, which the Jealouſies 
cauſed by the faults he had too unwarily 
been infhared into by his falſe Friends on 
this ſide, might ſo ſtrongly influence moſt 
Orders of Men in one degree or other 
unto throughout his Kingdoms againſt it, 
and which he might eaſily be induced ta 
chooſe; prefering rather to be a Penſioner, 
and at the beck of a Forreigner, then the 
courtefie of his own Subje&s, who have ne- 
ver refuſed to ſupport him in what tended 
to his real Intereſt and Honour upon any 
moderate proſpeR of ſecurity for it ; bur 
things did not end here. The other de- 
ſign of theirs was not only in view but 
cloſe at the heels of Granting a Tolerati- 
on of Religion by vertue of his Preroga- 
tive Royal, of which your Lordſhip will 
hear more in my next, in the mean time 
I am, 


My Lord 


Paris Sept. 12. Your very Humble 
1677. N. S. | Servam. 


- 
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LETTER XXV. 


Of Liberty of Conſcience granted by 
King Charles IT in the Tear 167, 
bow and to what ends attained. 


My Lord, 
_- was not enough for this Court to en- 

gage the King to conſent to a ſecond 
War with the Dutch, and ſhutting up the 
Exchequer purely to ſerve their Intereſt and 
Deſigns, but they muſt put him upon a- 
nother piece of State-Druggery, which ac 
the ſame time, I am well ſatisfied he was 
not of himſelf much averſe to, and that 
was the Declaration of Indulgence to ten- 
der Conſciences, as they have been plea- 
ſed to cant it ; they knew well enough 
what ſevere Laws were in force againſt all 
thoſe that diſſented from the Publick 
Church, and ſome of them freſh enough in 
memory not to be ſo foon forgotten, and 
they knew full as well, that both the Po- 
piſh and Presbyterianly affected Perſons as 
well as the Prerogative and Republican 
Party who then began to revive, that were 


about the King, would greedily promote it, 


or at leaſtwite ſome of all the mentioned 
forces, as a means whereby to atrain to the 
ends aimed at by thoſe differrent FaQtians. 
Cc 32 theſe 
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theſe the Monſieurs took care to influence 
in their ſeveral ways fo as to ſpur up the 
King not to delay the granting of it ; but 
whatever the ſeveral Parties ends were in 
the obtaining of ſuch a Grant, the intent 
of France was chiefly to divide us, and fo 
make ſure of the other event of their 0- 
ther Meaſures 3; for they concluded then, 
had the King gained that point without 
diſpute, and the People ſuffered that dif- 
penſing wich the Laws to paſs tamely and 
Without any interrogating about it, tor an 
inherent Prerogative of the Exgl;ſh Crown; 
that he would be able to keep a tirmer Al- 
liance with them, and alliſt them in all 
their Deſigns without controul with his 
Arms, and that he ſhould at long-run be 
eaſily perſlwaded ro receive Twenty or 
Thirty Thouſand Auxiliaries to ſecure his 
new acquired Authority, in that and o- 
ther Ulurpations they intended-to put him 
vpon both in Civil and Religious Matters, 
in lieu of the Brirriſþ Forces he ſhould 
furniſh the French King with ; or if he 
ſhould happen to be 10 weak as to yield up 
that important piece of Royalty tothe Par- 
liamenc ; that ſtill by ſuch a diminution 
of Power he would in time by their prel- 
ſing more and more upon him, as they 
had contrived in that cafe they ſhould, be 
{till neceflicated. in his extremity to have 
recoarle to their help againſt the popular 
Waves, which when their ſtate _ _ 
ALY El own 


of WHEHTE-HALL. 
blown etiough to a fafficient high Sea, 
they deſigned to affiſt him to afſwage, foc 


fear elſe of giving place to the ſecond Re-. 


ſurreQion of that terrible Monfter called 'a 
Commonwealth, which they dreaded more 
then any thing that could have happened 
' in this Weſtern World; the memory of 
what a terror that late Monffer in our Iſles 
had been to them, as well as to the reſt of 
their Neighbour Nations , | being yet too 
freſh to have been forgotten by them 
thus did theſe State Empericks drench us, 
and brought our Nation under ſuch Con- 
vulſfions, that without the help of kind 
Heaven, muſt end in a total Diſſolution, 
Sed futura neſcimus. Fam, 


My Lord, 
Paris Decemb. 16, Your Conſtant 
1677. N.S. - and Faithful Servant- 


— 
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LEILI. LT E:R; XXVI. 


The Opinion of the French Court con- 
 . cerning.the frue Perſons that made up 
the Cabal in England im the Tear, 
167: 
_"2 7 BN 
T E Miniſters ofthis Court are not only 
- the'molt inquifttive Perſons in the 
World into the Afﬀairs of other Courts, but 
nib Cc 3 evcn 
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even into the Perſons that manage them, 
whoſe Natures, Diſpoſitions,Religion, Natu- 
ral and Acquired Abilities, as well as Reſpe- 
Rive Infirmities, they endeavour to ſift out 
to the quick, that ſo they may uſe them or 
ſhun them as they find accaſion ; and for 


this reaſon' ic is that they make ſome Re- * 


marks upon them in their Minutes as well 
as upon the Aﬀairs tranſated by them ; 
And therefore ſince the Five Perfons who 
made up the Cabal in England a few years 
ago, and who your Lordihip may remem- 
2r were the Dukes of Buckingham and Lau- 
gerdale, the Earls of Shaftsbury and Arling- 
ton, and the Lord Treaſurer Clifford, were 
very diſtinguiſhable for the Stations they 
were in, the Offices they held and theParts 
each of them acted in the Government, 
I find this Character given of them: For 
the Duke of Buckingham as he was the 
Kings Favourite, ſo he really deſerved to 
be ſo, as being very capable to be a Mi- 
niſter of State, if his application to buſineſs 
had been an(werable to his Talents, . if -his 
mind, which was furniſhed with excellent 
Endowments had not been diſtracted with 
Libertiniſm which was in himi- to an - ex- 
cream degree, and by a love to his Plea- 
ſures, which made one of thoſe Perſons 
in the World that was fitteſt for great and 
ſolid things, vain and frivolous, 'Of the 
Duke of Lauderdale there is little or nothing 
{2id, but that he is a great and quaint Pojj- 
A” '0 citiag, 
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tian, and no queſtion but he has merited- 


that Character at. their hand: Of my 
Lard Clifford they are as profuſe in their, 
Praiſes, as I doubt they have been too o 

their Money, ſaying ; he was a Perſon who 


wanted nothing but a Theatre, where 


Vertue and Reaſon had been much more 
in uſe than it was in his Country in the 
Ape wherein he lived, for to be ſuperi- 
our to and overtop the reſt: My Lord of 
Arlinton they make to be a Perſon of a 
meaner Capacity and more mitted Geni- 
us than any of the Five, but ſay his Expe- 
riences ſupply the Defe&t, and has acqui- 
red him eſpecially a very-great knowledge 
of Forreign Afﬀairs ; laſt of all, they bring 
in Anthony Aſhley Cooper the Renowned 
Earl of Shaftsbury of whom they ſay ; he 
was by far the fitter Perſon of any of them 
to manage a great Enterprize, and ſo was 
2s the Soul to all the reſt, being endued 
with a vaſt Capacity, clear Judgment, 
bold Nature, and fubtil Wie , equal» 
ly firm and conſtane in all he under- 
took ; 2 canſtant Friend but an implaca- 
ble Enemy, wich many other Expreflians, 
ſuch as his not being terrified neither with 
the greatne( nor the multitude of the 
Crimes he judges neceſſary. for his own 
preſervation, or the deſtruftion of others, 
much. to his Lordſhips diſhonour, which is 
a clear Argument he was not for their In- 
tereſt, and his Re he. is much behold; 
C4; 


bs. 


39 


The 'Secret Hittozy 
ing to them. Yonor Lordſhip will pardon 
the freedom I take with You, and acce 
of the ſincere endeavours to ſerve you of, 
| My Lord, 
Paris Jan. 12. Your Honours moſ# Humble 
+ ng and moſt Obedient Servant. 


— 


LETTERS 


Of the Methods praftiſed by the French 
Miniſters to corrupt our Embaſſadors. 


My Lord, 24 | 

Lois given your Lordſhip ſome ac» 
count of the opinion the French Court 

have had of ſome of our Stateſmen ; it may 
be it will not be unacceptable to recount 
to your honour ih this place ſome of choſe 
Ways they have taken here to corrupt and 
pour onr Embaſſadors ; And I can bold- 
y affirm that there has beet hardly any 
ohe Embaſfador ſent from ' bur 'Court 
Kicher, ſmce the 'Reſtoration whom they 
have not 'endevoured to corrupt  ahd ta 
get inco a pfivace Intreagune to efaverſe not 
only what he was ( Negoriate,. btit even 
fomerhing 'of what themfetves preſt; on 
or Princes by cheir, own private * Agenits, 
atid on fome of whom, I haye named one 
| eo 
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to your Lordſhip ' formerly , they have 
rhade very great imprefiions to our Natiohs 


detriment ; for thacters -of main Conſe-' 


Jaence, were treated of by prifare Mini- 

ers'or Meſſengers berweeti both Kings, 
which*were not as much as mentioned to 
the Embaſſadors ſhe ih Publick, who have 
beth on oor fide -fetit only for Parade, to 
Negotiate many times, things whereof the 
contrary had been tivft commonly agreed 
upon cially in private, only to blind 
by that piece of Fortyalicy the Eyes bf our 
Subjecs'at home, and of our Neighbours 
abroad; br elfe ro treat abvut matters of 
meer Comptement or of bux ordinary con- 
cern; and tho! what his ' been privately 
treared on between the Two Kings, or 
but only propofed was of great Concern to 
be keptſecrer, ahd that for that very rea- 


ſon they knew 'our Embaſſadors were not 


made acquainted ' with 'it, yer ſach has 
been*itheir Malice and Treachery' co onr 
King and Country, as to diſcover to our 
Embaſſadors or Envoys and their Secreta- 
ries,ſuch parts thereof as thiey have thobghe 

being once Knowh tothem, would bemo 

proper and effetual ro induce our Mini- 
ſters'to enter intb a, particular Cabal wich 
them for by-ends, and many times to af- 
firm things more invidious that ordinary 
to have been' agreed upon berween both 
Courts, Which were only Propelnd; whicki 
kind of Chthtmunication of theirs had a ye- 


ry : 
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ry powerful influence by the curioſity that 
is natural co all Mankind, to work upon 
our Miniſters to entercain ſuch. a Correl- 
pondence with them to the diſhonoux and 
detriment of their King and Country ; for 
they have told them ſometimes, that . not 
only the Points propoſed by the Dutcheſs 
of Orleans, but other things of as bad and 
dangerous conſequence for the Subjeas 
and Religion in England, were ablolutely 
concluded on between both Crowns un- 
known unto them z and that our Kingand 
Duke of York had taken ſuch and ſuch 
Meaſures to put themſelves into a Condi- 
tion to do what they pleaſed, and, that the 
King their Maſter . was willing to flatter 
them in ſuch hopes and feed them wich 
a lictle Money to keep them from taking 
part with his Enemies ; yet that truly at 
the. bottom he had no ſuch Zeal for Re- 
ligion nor for the Pope of Rome, . as he had 
not for the King, of England's aver ,great 
Power and Abſolutenets in Rule, being 
things which could not but be prejudicial 
and very incompatible with his own great - 
neſs, and therefore he ſhould not fail un- 
derhand to favour the People of England 
in ſupporting their Liberties and. Rights, 
and defending their Religion, and confin- 
ing the Kingly or Regal Power to its own 
due limits ; And therefore if they, Viz. 

ur Envoys or Miniſters would ſerve him 
10 that deſign, they mighe aſlure themiaire 


_- 
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they ſhould be well gratified for their 
Compliance ;. that there was no occaſion 
to ſcruple it; ſince they knew well enough 
that our Government: was but a qualified 
Monarchy, wherein the Subjet owed ra- 
ther more. Allegiance' to their Country 
than they did to their Prince ; And that 
ſince their King went about to deal ſo un- 
fairly and injuriouſly with their Country, 
as to enter into Leagues and Treaties, and 
that underhand with a. Foreign Prince, 
contrary to their true Intereſt, and decei- 
ved his Embaſſadors.'by cranſacting things 
different from, and oppoſite to what they 
had received in their -Inſtrutions, and 
truſted not his own Miniſters bue only 
Forreigners with his main Secrets of State; 
it cquld not be thought any great infidelity 
in them to deceive fuch: a Prince, and to 
enter into private Intreagues againſt ſuch 
Deſigns as were pernicious and deſtructive 
to their Country, and would be fo to the 
Prince himſelf, if not prevented in time, 
with a great deal more matter ſtill more in- 
vidious than that,to the ſame purpoſe. 
Such Methods as theſe, My Lord, I find 
in the minutes of the Inſtructions preſcrib- 
ed from time to time, to thoſe who are 
_ to converſe with our Evgliih Em- 
baſſadors or Envoys, and after-notes do al- 
ſo remark they had ſucceſs enough with 
ſome of them, whom your Lordſhip may 
ſo well gueſs at, that I need not name _ 
. KS. _ "EO" IY OWw*=s 
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However this opinion they entertaihed of 
moſt of the FEygiih whom they gained in- 
to Intrigue, except ic were the Duke of 


' Backingham and one or two more; that 


they ſerved them with the ſame mind , 


with which they imploy'd them,: for this 


was and is-ſtill at uſual faying with chem, 
We imploy d them not for any love we have 


. bad to them, or atiy good we intended | them, 
' but only for tht Drtereſs and Advantdyte of our 


own King, and the Diſhinour avid Diſadvan- 
rape of thiitrs. So they as we believe and 


-bave by experience found by moſt; ſerved 


us not for any love to our Intereft; but to 
our Money, and with intent ts make whic 
we intended for. the diſſervice ' of their 


- Country turn in the end for'the good and 
benefit of it, or at leaſt to the! FaRions 
and Perſwaſions they themfelyes were off ; 


I.could inlarge much mote upofi this Head 


but I have been already cedious arid there- 


fore I niuſt 'donclude and remain; ': 
My Lord, 
Pars March 19. "MW 
. :1678. N. S. 7 Your Lordſhips moſt Devoted 


ana Humble Servant. . 
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LETTER XXVII. 


Of the French Reſolutions, 20 elude any 
Advantage the Engliſh migbt receive 
by the War. 


My Lord, 
FA 4vins already given your Lordſhip ap 
account how our King was brought 
into the Alliance with France,and to engage 
in a ſecond. D#tch War ; I ſhall now pro» 
ceed to ſet forth the infincerity of the 


- French Friendſhip, and how little Bengfic 


our King was to reap thereby, in caſe of 
Succeſs, and the Methods they had. to &- 
Iade him. Tho' their chief Deſiga was to 
deſtroy Holand, yet they intended Eng- 
land ſhould reap no Benefit thereby, buc 
rather decreaſe and truckle under them ; 
for that they megnt nothing leſs then the 
real Performance to our King, of his Sharg 
in the projected Diviſion of the Enemies 
Countrey, as if it had been-their Motto, 
Pereat Hollandus, nec non ſubſidgt Angins: 
And therefore they ſo reſelved to carry 
things on by Sea, as that they ſeem*d. ta 
be rather unconcerned. Spectators, then 
ARors for ys in any of the Engagements; 
tho' your Lordſhip wall kaows, thas. of 
terwasd, when they were leſt along wb 

the 
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the War, they could Fight well enough to 
Defeat the Dutch and Spaniſh Fleets in the 
Mediterranean, and bereave that State of 
their famous Admiral de Rater, which was 
more then ever we in all our Combats 
wich him could effe& ; For as if the French 
Dealing had been a Graft of old Pwnick 
Faith, they treated us more like perfidious 
Africans, then generous Romans, giving 
not only private Orders to the Command- 
ers of their Naval Forces, which they 
ſhould ſend us at Sea, to avoid as much as 
_ was poflible, any effefual Fighting forus, 
but only to obſerve and learn what Im- 
provements they could from us, both as to 
our manner of Fighting, and the Situation 
of our Harbours; and in the main, to ap- 
prove themſelves, not only as Cyphers, 
but as broken Reeds to us, who were in 
expectation of great things from them ; 
and this evidently appear'd afterward by 
their Condut towards Captain Martel, 
who for falling in bravely wich vs againſt 
the Dutch, was firſt ſoundly checked, and 
chen diſgracetully caſhir*d for his Honeſty 
and Bravery : and as their Inſtructions by 
Sea, to their Officers, was toplay the Le- 
gerdemain with us in this manner ; they 
gave the like InſtruQions to their Lang 
Commanders on the Holand ſide; and par- 
cicularly, tho' it had been concerted be- 
eween both Conrts, that whilſt we ſhould 
attack Zealand, which was the — 
Ott 
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alotted-co our ſhare ; their General in the 
Low Countreys ſhould divert all Relief from 
it, by a great and ſudden Irruption into 
their other Provinces, - which in the Con- 
ſternation they then muſt neegs be put to, 


- he might moſt effeually do, yet not only 


their Minutes, but the Event clearly ſhew- 
ed it was the leaſt of their Thoughts, we 
ſhould have a foot of Ground for our ſhare 
on that ſide ; for you may very well re- 
member, that when our Army was after- 
ward actually Embarqu'd for that Enter- 
prize, in which in all |. had he 
done his part, they had ſucceeded; yet in 
that critical Moment wherein he ſhould 
bave ated according to the: Leſſon given 
him, he did upon ſome frivolous Pretences 
negle&t the ſame, and fo fruſtrated that 
Expedition, which obliged our Forces with 
no ſmall Confuſion to return back, and 
Land without attempting any thing : I's 
molt certain, My Lord, and by their Mi- 
nutes it doth appear, that they had con- 
certed before hand, that in caſe they met 
with any powerful Reſiſtance by Land, 
that then their Auxiliary Squadron at Sea, 
ſhould aR in earneſt wich us, and vigor- 
ouſly ſecond us in humbling the Enemy ; 
but if chey made any conſiderable Con- 
queſt in the: Dutch Territories, which, ac- 
cording as they had laid their Meaſures, 
they ſuppoſed they could not fail of, then 
they were to oblerve the Cautions ſince 
practiſed 
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praiſed by them ; far that their Intereſt 
required no further, then that we. ſhauld 
with as much Damage to our ſelves, as 
might be without - Advantage to.the Hol- 
landers, divert and debilitate their Force ; 
but to fuffer us to be abſolute Mafters of 
the Seas, or of butiane Maritine-place. on 
the Belgick Shoar, was too great an Error 
in Pollicy for themtocommit;; but in caſe 
there were an appearance, that our Fleet, 
notwichſtanding their baſe Preyarications 
ſhould maſter that of the Dutch ; and that 
at the ſame time their Armies by Land 
made progreſs in the Conqueſt they 
thought themſelves ſure of, that then they 
ſhould by their Emiſlaries, both in our 
Court and Countrey ſow Jealoufies, but 
more eſpecially co prapagate a ſtrong Su(- 
picion of the Duke's having embraced the 
Roman Religion, which they were ſure 
would work the ſame, if not a greater Ef- 
fe, then the publick certain Knowledge 
of it could do ; for ic would cauſe ſuch 
Factions and Divilions therein, and ſuch 
an Averſion to that Prince, that he ſhould 
be forced to yield up his Command into 
other hands, and to alienate them from 
the Quarrel, that it would molt effedtually 
hinder the Engliſh Succeſs from pafling the 
Bounds they intended them.; and hence 
would ariſe ſuch a Diſreputation to the 
King, and ſuch a Diſfatisfaction inthe Peo- 
ple in general, as ſhould conjure up 7 
| | &V111 
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deviliſh FaQions, as with all the Art he 
had, he ſhould never be able to lay quiet 
enough to leave him ar liberty to a&t any 
thing conſiderable againſt the French Inter- 
eſt; in caſe he ſhould attempt thacway, to 
regain his Subje&s Confidence and Eſteem; 
and conſequently would deter him from 
the very Thoughts of diſobliging ſuch a 
Friend, and quicting ſuch Alliance, of ſo 
near, fo preſent, and of fo potent a Pro- 
teftor, as the French King had made him- 
ſelf paſs with our deluded Prince, againſt 
the ſo much dreaded Practices of the Re- 
publicans, which thoſe Emiſlaries ſtill rook 
care, tho* covertly, to repreſent in the 
frightfuleſt Colours, their moſt Romaztick 
Inventions could ſupply them ; and ſo, with 
my humbleſt Reſpects to your Lordſhip, 
Concludes, 


My Lord, 


Pars, March 3T. Your Lordſhips 
1678. 


moſt humble Servart. 
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LET TER XXVIE. 


Of the Succeſs of the French Arms a- 
gainfF the United Provinces, in the 
Tear, 1672. Their further. Reſolves 
to Elude us, and their Wheedles to 
induce the Amſterdamers to yield. 


My Lord, 
T H E States being at length rouſed up 
out of their ſleepy Security, and be- 
ginning to dread, that notwithſtanding all 
the French Wheedles and Deluſions, thoſe 
vaſt Preparations by Land, and the laſie 
Movements of their Armies, boded no good 
to them, did by their Embaſſador at Pars, 
who was a Son of Hugo Grotizs, offer the 
French King all the Satisfaction imaginable z 
But that haughty Monarch had concerted 
his Meaſures ſo well, and thought himſelf 
now ſo ſure of his Game, that all their Of- 
fers were laughed at. Your Lordſhip 
knows well enough,what a buſtle was made 
in England, by Summoning of the Ea# 
India Company to give an account of the 
Inſults of the Dutch upon their Factories, 
ſince the Peace at Breda, (who anſwered, 
and gave it under their Hands, that they 
knew of none) and ſuch other ſtuff as that 
was ; yet the French King did not _ 
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fit to trouble his Brains with any ſuch Pre- 
tenſions.;z. but his chief Motive to under- 
take this War was, that that State did e- 
clipſe his Glory, and muſt be humbled, &c. 
And accordingly gave his Armies Orders 
to enter the Dutch Territories. I need not 
recite to your Lordſhip, the Succeſs he mer 
with in his Enterprize, and how like a Tor- 
rent hecarried all before himhow Rbinbarg, 
Doſſery , Deudekom, Rees, Weſel , Eme- 
rick, Doesburg, Tareſume; Nimeguen, Swoll, 
Dawenter, Grave, Arnheim ,Skinenſchon, Creve- 
ceer, fell quickly into his hands;and Coventer 
to the Biſhopof Munſter, his Confederate ; 
and the greedy Monſieur now began with 
an amorous Eye to look upon Amſterdam, 
which he did not queſtion butco be ſpeedi- 
1y Maſter of, and it was the leaſt of this In- 
tenſion to allow our King any Share or 
Pare of the Repartition before concerted 
on between them; And tho' ic were pri- 
vately ſuggeſted unto him, by a grave Mi- 
niſter that attended him, that if he pro- 
ceeded any further, he doubted his Con- 
du& would be contrary to his Intereſt, as 
tending, how much ſoever he doted on 
their friendſhip, to alienate the King of 
England's Aﬀections from them by degrees, 
and convert the Confidence he had in their 
Sincerity, into utmoſt Dereftarion ; eſpe- 
cially the main Charms, being by theDeath 
of his principalCharmereſf;his late lovely and 
beloved Siſter, in-a manner diſfolyed; and - 
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tho he ſhould be over-awed by other Con- 
ſiderations, as to ſmother his Reſentments 
yet it would fo loudly awaken the Old A- 
verſion of our Nation againſt them ; that 
far from being able to: continue much 
longer m-League with them, it would be 
impoſſible for him, during ſuch a Juncture, 
and under ſuch Provocations, to contain 
his irritated Subjects within the Bounds of 
a ſtupid Neutrality, or reſtrain 'their Fury 
from recoiling upon himſelf and the Royal 
Family any other way, then by letting of 
them looſe upon the Frenchz and ſuffering 
of them to wreak their Revenge and long 
curbed Inclination, in an open and vigor- 
ous War on their old Adverſaries, to. oblige 
them to regorge thoſe delicate. Morſels, of 
which they had fo perfidiouſly and untair- 
ly defrauded them of their ſtipulated Share, 
whilſt their Allies and Confederates: Yet, 
My Lord, Exceſs of Profperity, had fo 
blinded the French King, that like the Em- 
perour Charles V. of Auſtria, when he had 
taken Francis the firſt, then King of France, 
Priſoner at the Battle of Pavia, he - fan- 
cied they had all the World now in a 
Scring ; and had partly already: provided, 
. and partly concerted ſuch excellent Salves 
againſt all Inconveniencies of that kind-; 
that as ſecure, againſt all Contingencies, or 
the jadiſh Tricks of Fortune, whom they 
imagined to be now faſtned with too ſtrong 
and well-contrived-harnels, to their trium- 
phant 
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phant Chariot, to kick againſt her Drivers, 
much lefs break her Rains; they thought 
they might incontrouledly play what Tricks 
they would with 'the Ernglzſb'; tho' to flat- 
ter us with the hopes of our Reparctition, 
would. be neceſſary yet for a time, as ir 
would be eafie, after the ReduQion of Am- 
fterdam, and the entire Conqueſt of thoſe 
Countreys, both by ſpecious. Arguments, 
to juſifie againſt our precarious Plea their 
intended retention of- the : whole to 
themſelves, and to back their Uſurpations 
by force, when once in Poffeflion : As did 
the Lion inthe Fable to the Beaſts, who 
on the plauſible Condition of being allow- 
ed an equitable Share, had entred into a 
Confederacy of hunting with his Brutiſh 
Majeſty ; but he, when all was done, mak- 
ing himſelf to be Judge and Sharer, had, 
upon Alamode Pretences, the Brutiſh Conl- 
Cience to take, and by force to keep all 
from them 2 And accordingly: the French, 
when they foiind that on cheir fide Vietory 
advanced not on Tortoiſe Claws, but Ea- 
gles Wings,-and ſaw themſelves before ei- 
ther Nejghbours or Allies were aware, 
Maſters of.. the beſt parc of the Territcr.es 
of that diſtreſſed | State, and with their 
Swords in their - Hands, point almoſt to 
the Vitals of it : As chey were moſt ſur- 
prigngly active, in taking all they could 
tor themſelves, moſt liberal in allocting our 
Auxiliaries in their Armies, their full ſhare 
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in the Fatigues of the War, molt falſe to 
the Faith of our mutual League, by de- 
clining in their turn, to ſecond thoſe Ad- 
vances we were ready to make to- 
wards the like Succeſs; and in fine, moſt 
perfidiouſly buſie in caſting Rubs in our 
way, asI have before hinted to your Lord- 
ſhip, to balk, and in planting thofe Lights to 
miſguide and ſhipwrack our Deſigns ; So by 
their Conduct, as well as Minutes, it did 
appear, that they intended not to ſtop 
there, but that afcer thoſe ſtupendious Pro- 
areſles that favoured their Beginnings : It 
was reſolved by them.to puſh on theirCon- 
queſt rothe utmoſt, withoutdemurring upon 
any Points or Scruples relating to ns, even 
into thoſe Parts belonging to our Reparti- 
tion; and eſpecially to leize on Amfterdam 
it ſelf, uf poflible, before we could refle& 
on, and much leſs oppoſe ſoſudden an Ex- 
ploit; which, Capture alone, they, not 
without Reaſon thought, would be ſuccee- 
ded with.a voluntary Ceflion of all the 
1e;naining Places and Provinces, and with 
the Accetlion of the moſt part of theFleets, 
Merchants, and Colonies, of that potent 
Republick; who would not fail to conceive, 
partly, for fear of loſing otherwiſe their 
whole Proprieties in the Moneys and Ff- 
!ects leit by them, in that great Magazine 
of both Hemiſphears ; and partly toeryoy 
the pretended Liberties and Immunities, 
mighty Priviledges,and other prodigious Ad- 
Van- 
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vantages, with which cheir Agents contrary 
to theirLeague withus, had already privately 
tempted, and had Inſtructions further, to 
allure thoſe induſtrious and thriving People 
with, to come over periedtly to them, and 
decline us: Againſt whom their Emiſlaries 
imployed ſo many Arts, tocxaſperate thoſe 
People ; That tho* hoth Enemies, and the 
French much more formidable then we, to 
what by them, and all free-born People, 
was moſt Prizable, viz. Liberty, Proper- 
ty, and Religioh, yec the Eng/yh was at 
that time, the more hated name of the 
ewo, to their depraved Apprebenſion. 
And as for our King,they reckoned him 
ſo enchanted with the Opinion, both of 
the Neceflity and Integrity of their Friend- 
ſhip to him, and fo intent in that confi- 
dence on his beloved Pleaſures, with a- 
nother She-Magitiaa of theirs new- 
ly ſent him for that purpoſe,tempered wich 
the moſt intoxicating Venom, known to 
Female Arts, that they never thought he 
could have any ſenſe at liberty, to mind 
what they did : and therefore knowing on 
the other ſide, there could arrive ho diſtur- 
bance. time enough from che Empire, to 
Ipoile their Game, it thundring from thence 
yet, but afar off, they were moving with 
all greedinefs, their Harpy-Talons, to ſeize 
ont hjs important Prey; And had withour 
all. doubt, attained their purpoſe in the 


ſtrange and pannick Terror, that at that 
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time ſeemed. todiſable the Hands, and lock 
up the Senſes, of the otherwiſe couragious 
and politick Inhabitants of that famous 
Emporium, had not Divine Providence juſt 
in that Moment, by two moſt unlikely 'Ac- 
cidents, but yet moſt effe&ual Expedients 
interpoſed between them and Deſtruction , 
of which I may give your Lordſhip ſome 
hints in my next ; who am in the mean 
time, 

| My Lord, 
Paris, Apr. 29. Your Honours, 

1678. N.S. 


moſt bumble Servant. 


———— 


L & T' I ® 2 NEE. 


Of the Maſſacring the De Wits,” the 
Revolution in Holland, and the Reſti- 
txtion of the Prince of Orange to af 
the Authority of hu Anceſtors ; with 
Offers made him by the French King, 
of the Soveraignty of the United Pro- 
Vinces, and hy Rejection of them. 


My Lord, . 
N my latt to your Lordſhip, I gave you 
ſome account of the Progreſs of the 
French Army, in their Conqueſt of the U- 
nited 
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ited Provinces; the Reſolutions they had 
taken, both to elude the Crown of Fng- 
land of receiving any Benefit by the War, 
ro puſhon their own Conqueſts,and Wheed-' 
les to- induce the City of Amſterdam to 
yield to them : And I have more over' 
hinted to your Lordſhip;that there fell out 
two unexpeRted Accidents at that time, 
which put a full ſtop totheir Arms ; The 
firſt whereof, I ſhail briefly run over to your! 
Lordſhip; For while the FrencbArmies were 
ready to ſeize that important Place, ang' 
that every individual Perfon was in that 
Conſternation, that they only thought of 
ſaving their own Famihes, without other- 
wiſe concerning themſelves about the In- 
tereſt of their Countrey ; | nay,' and that 
without ſtaying for the French King's ſend- 
ing a Summons for the Town to yield, a 
Council was held in the City,whetherchey 
ſhould not gd out to meet him, co deſire; 
he would bz pleaſed to take-it into his Pro- 
tection, -as well as all the Inhabitants there- 
of; there was very great Danger of theic 
coming to thisReſolution 5 when the -Di- 
vine Providence wonderfully appeared, 'by- 
inſpiring a couragious Citizen; tho? call 
then,no very remarkable-one neicher,whoſe' 
Name (and perhaps your Lordſhip neer 
heard it before) was Offs;-and ought cer- 
tainly to be conſecrated-to Poltericy, ſo as 
never to be left out of the Afnals of Time; 
and who was immediately ſeconded by a- 
nother 
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nother called Haſſenaer, to ſtand up alone 
in the dreadfu] Gap,and with aVoice like a 
Trumpet,to awaken his dilpirited Country- 
men out of the Lethargy of black Deſpon-. 
dency, with which the cowardly Tyranc 
Fear had bound up both their Limbs and 
Intelleuals, and to excite them, as 
the poor Geeſe formerly did the drowſy Ro- 
mans, at leaſt to make ſome Defence for 
that Capital, and Capirel of the Batavian 
Commonwealth,. and not raſhly co deliver 
up that great Pallediwmn, viz. The valit Bank 

of Riches therein, on which ſeemed to de- 
pend the ſtate of Europe, into the Hand of 
a Prince, who wanted only Manacles from 
thence, to enfetter her ; and whoſe Cou- 
rage to attack (laid the fame Citizen, and 
I have heardtheFrench-men themielves men- 
tion his Name with many Elogiums) depen- 

ded ſolely on theFears,which cheArtifices of 
his treacherousCorreſpondents within their 
Walls, more then the Noiſe of his Armies, 
had raiſed among them ; and conſequent- 

ly on the leaſt ſhew of Unicy and Reſoluti- 
on among them, would fink with their 

Cauſ2; nay, continued he, rather then 
fall into the Hands of him, who (however 

his Emiſlaries here have repreſented him 

flily to the contrary) will aſſuredly prove 
a mercileſs Tyrant unto us, let us call in the 

Sea it ſelf, whom we ſhall find a much more 

merciful Element, to our affiſtance : And 

this, my Lord, being {sconded by the Datch 

Mob, 
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Mob,now aftoniſhed and confounded with 
the loſs of their Country by Land, and pp+ 
poſed by two the moſt potent in the 
World by Sea; they in a Rage, affailinaced 
the two De Wits; as the Betrayers of theic 
Country,and Cauſers of that ſameCalamity, 
and then depoſed theStates, who theylooked 
uport to-be of the Lovejtein or De Wits Facti- 
on; and then reſtored the Prince of Orange, 
now at Age, to the hereditary Authority 
and Command of his Anceſtors ; which 
ſadden and violent Proceedings, did more 
then ſtun the French King ;z bur after a lictle 
recovery, and finding that his Friends in 
Amfſterdew and other, places yet uncenquer- 
ed, were diſpoſleſt of all Authority, and 
that now the Prince of Orayge managed all 
the Afﬀairs of the State with Penſionary 
Fagel;he made an Effay,to catch the Prince 
in a Net, he with his Council, - had finely 
" ſpun for him, by propoſing to make him 
Soveraign of the United Provinces, under 
his, and his Brother of England's Proteti- 
on:' I-never cout'kearn who it was they 
employed to the Prince upon this occaſion, 
and what Arguments they induced to gain 
his Conſent, tho” they may be eaſily gueſt 
at ; they being never entred intotheir Ca- 
binee Minutes ; aid perhaps it was becauſe 
they met with fach a Succeſs upon the 
Prince, as they did not in the leaft expe, 
whoſe-Anſwer was, He would never betray 
8 Truſt repoſed in him, nor ever ſell the Liber- 
$1es 


. 'The Secret HViftopy 


ties of bis: Country, ' that bu' Anceſtors bad ſo 
long defended, &c. 1 have not opportunity 
to goion inthe Profecutian of this Subje&t 
at preſent, but hape:in my next, to make 
it up to your Lowdſhips content;; and ſo 
remain, My Lord, - 
Pars, Nov. 3. Your Honours 

\\ 1678, moſt obedient Servant. 
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LETTER XXX ; 

Of the Embaſſy ſent by King,Charles II. | 
«pon the Advice of the Earl of Shafts- | 

; bury, zo Expoſtulate with the French 
King, and ſtop by further Proceedings. 


My Lord, i) io 258 Yds 
[| Have in my laſt to your Lordſhip, taken 
-potice of the Surprize and Indignation 
the French, King and his | Council were put 
to,at the Revolution in Amſterdam, and elle- 
where in the United Prowinces;and how much 
bis Correſpondents tiad deceived him, in af- 
luring: him, chat all was-his own,in thac 
wealthy City, and that; there ſeemed 'buc. 
thatone place to-perſeg;and ſecure the rer 
unioa of | all the Be/gfck; Provinces, ' that re- 
nouned part of the-ancient Gala to his 
new French- Burbonian Etapire(as he 'was ad- 
vifed by ſome to call it) and now to ſee; his 
victorious Chariot in its full ſpeed, and al- 
moſt at the end of all ics Career, receive a 
check bythe reſolution of one puny Burgh- 
er, 
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er, and withall that his Attempts upon the 
young Prince of Orange proved abortive: 
however; conſidering he was Maſter of all 
the places round abouc, and no Power then 
on the Continent, being in a poſture to 
come to its Relief, and that rho' the: Prince 
of Orange were reſtored to.the Command of 
his Anceſtors, he had as good almoſt to 
have been without, in the Poſture his own, 
and the. Aﬀairs of the State were then in; 
and confiding ſtill in the Influence of thoſe 
of his Cabal within, who were Men of grea- 
ter Eſtates and -Eminence - (tho' at preſent 
lid aſide) then chat obſcure Burgher,. and 
thoſe whom:the Mob had advanced to their 
Offices ; and beſides, that the little Vigour 
that ſeemedco be infuſed into the drooping 
Spirits of the Citizens, by the forefaid Re- 
volution and Remonſtrances,would quickly 
vaniſh, and be interpreted-as a flaſh of un- 
fealonable and inſignificant Raſhneſs, at the 
ſight of his formidable Troops, and diſap- 
pear likeSmoak before the Sun, ro whom his 
flatterers had taught him to compare hime 
ſelf ; it was refolved,the place ſhould be re- 
duced,if not otherwile,by his Arms with all 
ſpeed.topreventany interveaningAccidents, 
that might impede the mighty ſucceſs : Bur 
ſeaſonably came another Adventure, that 
put a new Spoke in the Wheel. For, my 
Lord, while the French Court thought them- 
ſelves fecure of all things on our ſide,as hav- 
ing in their Imagination,not only _— the 

ing 
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King aſleep, but the five Perſons that made 
np the Cabal that managed him (and in 
effe&, there were four of them in their In- 
tereſts)the fifch Man,who was that renown- 
ed Stateſman and true Patriot, the Earl of 
Shaftsbury, then Lord Chancellor of Eng- 
land, whoſe ſagacious Head could penetcare 
deeper then the reft,and whoſe EagleEyes, 
the Splendor of thoſeGolden Pieces,ſtream- 
ing in ſuch abundance from that FrenchPha- 
ero,and which had blinded ſo many others 
in the like Station, could not dazzle, uſed 
all his Efforts to rouſe up our King from 
the heavy ſlumber of Security, into which 
French Sorcery had caſt him ; and highly 
to repreſent to him in their true Light, the 
fatal Conſequences to his Crown, Dignity 
and Intereſt, attending the taking of that 
City, and the total Conqueſt of the Hol- 
landers, tho' now his Bnemies, by any other, 

at leaſt then Ezgl;fþ Hands, and above all, 
by the Arms of France, and conſtrained 
him by the Copency of his Reaſons, and vi- 
gorous Repreſentations of a ſpeedy and 
brisk Interpoſition, preſt home with an Im- 
portunity, that would admit of no Evaſion, 
nor allow any Repoſe, but immediately to 
diſpatch away an Embaſly to divert the 
impending Stroke : But, tho* my Lord, by 
his prefling Eloquence,gained his Point, in 
regard tothe Embaſly in it ſelf; yet your 
Lordſhip very well knows, that two of the 


three Perſons employed in it,viz.the m_ 
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of Bucking ham,and the Lord Arlington,were 
deeply engaged in the French Intereſt, and 
ſeemed by their carriage at the French Court 
then at Urrerch, rather as if they had been 
ſent to promote the French Conqueſts, then 
any way to obſtrut them ; and becauſe 
they knew my Lord Hallifax was honeſt, 
they did all they could to oppole his ap- 
pearing and acting conjundly with them, 
tho' included in the ſame Commiſſion, in 
as ample a manner as themſelves, under 
pretence of his coming a day or two after 
them to the Hague: And when they could 


| no longer keep him from ating, went pri- 


vately to the French Camp, under ſham- 
Pretences,andhadNegotiations of their own 
on foot: But tho' my Lord Hallifax's Vigi- 
lancy, Conſtancy, and Reſolutions, could 
not balk theirs and .the French King's De- 
ſigns, yet itput them hard to ic, and they 
ſaw plainly, chat it was the King's mind 
they ſhould deſiſt : However, che French 
Court never forgot that noble Lord, the 
adviſer of the Embaſſy ; whereof I ſhall 
not forget to give your Lordſhip account 
in due place ; but do intend in my next,to 
tranſmit the Subſtance of the Conſultation 
held by the French King, upon this unex- 
peted Embaſlly j and io wiſhing your Ho- 
3 


nour all happineſs, remain, 
Paris, June 14. My Lord, 
1678, N. S. your devoted Servant. 
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LETTE ENS  . 
An account of the Council held by the 
French King upon the 'Embafie from 
England, with the reſolves thereupon 
and methods propoſed toelude 7t. 


My Lord, | 

PON fo tickliſh and unexpected an 
U Occaſion as was mentioned in mylaſt, 
a Council Extraordinary was held, wherein 
the major part after a ſerious and warm 
Debate, were for their Kings purſuing his 
ficſt Reſolution, mavgre all the Confidera- 
tions to the contrary, and to venture even 
a rupture with England, if it could not be 
avoided otherwiſe, rather than quitſo dain- 
ty a morſe], and loſe an opportunity never 
to be again retrieved of gaining a Poſt from 
whence he might eaſily defie all the Force 
of Europe : But however to carry on things 
the more fairly for his Reputation, and to 
accompliſh if poſſible his deſign without a 
preſent War with 'Emgland, whoſe Friend- 
ſhip was as yet more convenient than its 
Hate, they adviſed him to diſpatch away 
immediately ſome acceptable and able Mi- 
niſter to our Court, with ſtore of Allamode 
Lenitives to that Sore, and to return an An- 
ſwer in the mean while to our Embaſſadors 
full of ſpecious pretences and promiſes of 
intended advantage to their Prince and 
Country by that v»- / expedition they _ 
gnc 
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ſent to diſwade, and to: tell them that his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty baving reduced his 
and theic Mafters common Enemy ſo low as 
they now ſaw them, and ſuch a panick 
Terror having ſeized the People even of 
the Capital City, that if it were made uſe 
of in titne, muſt needs make the Town an 
ealie prey to him if he would advance to- 
wards it; and fo in one Aion pue a glott- 
ous and happy end to the War, to the jn- 
eſtimable advantage ofthe two Kings, and 
the ſaving much Time, Blood and Tear 
lure, being unwilling fo precious and irrecor 
verable an opportunity ſhould be loſt both 
for his Brother and himſelf of ſubduingthac 
Seven-headed Hydra of Faction and Rebellt 
on, that Repwblick fo hateful and adverſe to 
Kings by onelopping off with an expediti- 
ous blow, for want of-complying with-ſo 
rare an offer of Providencez he was zeſolv- 
ed to follow the Callof Heaven and Victo- 
ry; but withal did aflure them on the 
Word of a-great King, and the Honour he 
ſo much valued himſelf upon, that his Bro- 
ther their Maſter had no realonto take um- 
brage, nor ſhould have cauſe to'conceive a 
ny regret at that demarch of his; for that his 
reaſon for attacking it was that his Arms 
were there ready to lay hold'of the oppar- 
tunicy and their Maſters was not,and' his in- 
tention in taking it, was only to keep it for 
him-till a convenient Garriſun mighe be 
{a from Exgiand w take Poſleflion oil; 
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when he would with all ſincerity render it 
to him undamaged, and without poling or 
peeling the Inhabitants whom he ſhould 
always conſider as the SubjeAs of his Bro- 
ther of England and Ally ; Andifthat An- 
ſwer would not content them, than to Re- 
ply that what he defigned was too neceſla- 
Ty and of too much importance for both 
Kings, and particularly for their Maſter, 
that if he were not impoſed upon, or were 
but rightly informed of his own Intereſt in 
that Expedition, he would. be fo far from 
oppoſing it, that he would rather incourage 
him to it; and therefore could give no o- 
ther return to their Inſtances, but defire 
them either to wait for an Anſwer to the 
Premiſes from their Maſter or go home 
and report what he had Remonſtrated, not 
doubting but hisEnvoy whom he had ſent to 
England ſince their coming, would by that 
time they returned have fo well ſatisfied his 
Majefty, that he would perfealy acquieſs 
in the Refolutions he had taken for both 
their Profits,return him thanks for the ſame, 
and fully repoſe in the ſincerity he had al- 
ways found in him : And therefore aſſuring 
himſelf as much of his Majeſties approbati- 
on of what he deſigned upon his ——_ In- 
formation of it, he ſhould without loſing 
any time puſh on his Advantage while he 
might ; and as for the Envoy he ſent for 
England, they adviſed him he ſhould bediſ- 
patch'd away immediately upon the _—_ 
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cils riſing, wich the Inſtructions they ſhould 

then concert before. another Audience were 
- given to our Embaſladors, that he might 
have time to tell his' Tale firſt before any 
Letters or Adviſe - could come from ours : 
Alas ! ſaid they, ths Embeaſſage is none of the 
King of Great Britain's doings, but a meer 
force put upon bim by the importunity of ſome. 
Popular Grandees whom be dares not diſpleaſe 
for foo of the People ; let Your Majeſty but 
ſend a Sop to them to take off their moutbing, 
and then ply the King with the uſual Flatteries 
and Proteſtations and the forementioned preten- 
ces of promiſes ſeaſoned with a little Salt of 
Peru, and you need not donbt but bis Creduli- 
ty and Indigency is great enough to ſwallow 
the Bait ; And as for what be may fear from 
thoſe Popular Men, it may be Juggeſed that 
the taking of that Town only will break the 
neck of their Faion, and when it ſhould 'be . 
put into bis bands, which if be durſt con- 
fide in a Prince wbom he had reaſon to believe 
by the unconteſtable proofs be had given him 
jufF before the War of his inviolable Friendſhip 
for bim, ſhould be as he promiſed, it would 
quiet all mutining Spirits again in a moment ; 
be is, Credulous enough, 1aid they, to believe 
ſhams leſs artificial and leſs alluring than theſe, 
and if after all, our Flatteries ſhould not pre- 
vail alone, 'our Mengaces will ;, for tho' be be a 
little fearful of the Reſentments of hu People 
for. cleaving to us, be is more of us, for be fears 
their Hate , yet durſt not truſt their Aﬀettion, 
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whereas he durſt not proveke our Hate, but 
truſt our Friendſhip as the - private fence, 
we bave taught bins fo think be has, againſt 
their Diſcontents; And therefore a final threat- 
ming from your Majeſty, telling bim, if be 
knows not his own Intereſt, your Majeſty knows 
it, will h:for him out of any ſtiffneſs, the fear 
of them may put him upon againſt your deſigns 
at leaſt: Tho' you cannot with his Embaſſadors 
here, you may by yours with him prolong the 
Conteſt long enough to gain time ſufhcient 
to effeff your Work ; For thoſe Inhabitants, 
ſoon growing out of hopes of Succour from 
England as wcll as Germany ; they will 
relapſe into a more violent Fit of deſpair than 
ever and yield. After whoſe acquiſition it will 
be eaſie for your Majeſty to banter the Engliſh 
out of their pretences, or ſhould they be ſo fool- 
bardy as to afſert them by Arms, it will be 
- eaſie for yunur Majeſty to beat them off the feas, 
and make their Country the next Stage of War, 
hen Germany ,Spain and Italy deprived once 
of the L.ow-Country paſſages, tho' never ſo con- 
c:rned at the SpeFacle, would not be able to belp. 
them ; And therefore your Majeſty, continued 
they. need not be awed by any fear of difoblig- 
ing them for taking in what places by Arms 
or pollicy you can, eſpecially this on which ſo. 
much depends the Conqueſt of the reſt, which 
ence accompliſhed, - when the Engliſh ſhall de- 
mand the ſhare allowed them by the Treaty, and 
by your Majeſties repeated Promiſes; what 
plauſible banter will it be to tell them, 9 
aVe 
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bawve bitthe reaſon to expe} a ſhare in the-aequi- 
ſion of others, 'who\wwhen they might, . howe 
wade wane themſehyes, but rather. bawe beers 
prejudiczal to the Common. Intereſt by their -un- 
ſeaſonable and unreaſonable diviſions, of and in 
which, &c. ſaid they,. we have ſown ſucb 
ſeeds as cannot fail produfion ; and 'in their 
great. Countil of Parkament, 8&c. That the 
true purport of the Treaty was only Conditional, 
allatting each Party ſuch and ſuch a ſhare in the 
Comntrees projetted to be Conquered, upon ſup- 
poſal that they ſhould attack and ſubdue each 
of - them their reſpeftive proportion ; and 
therefore that it was ridiculous in them to 
pretend & claim, who bad made no Conqueſt, 
not ſo much as of awy- one place, and bad been 
fo far from landing on the Enemy, that they 
had not done their duty at Sea. And in fine, 
added they, to compleat the Farce, bow ſpe- 
cious -6 Concluſion will it be, to aſſure them 
however that your Moſt Chriſtian , Majeſty 
ro manifeſt to them how religiouſly pun&ual 
704 are $0 your promiſes, will take no advan- 
Lage of their fatlares or- their Jisfortunes, but 
provided they will give your Majeſty a reaſo- 
nable conſider ation for the Expences of Blood and 
Treaſure you have been at in the taking and keep- 
ing of them, for them in « tengble condition ; you 
are ready to order them Livery and Seizing 
of thens according to the Letter of the Treaty 
and your own repeated promiſes, for which pre- 
tended expences,perſued they ſtill,your Majeſty 
may immſtrut} your Miniſters to demand ſuch 
Ee 3 
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exceſſive Sums, as you know they neither can 
nor will dicburſe. And as for their aſſerting 
their claim by a War, after your rag 'of 
Amſterdam that great Magazine of the dead 
riches of Europe and both Indies, and of 
Warlike Proviſions both by Sea and Land, and 
the total reduttion not only of that Potent Re- 
publick of which it was the Head, but likewiſe 
of the living ſources of Treaſure both in the Eaſt 
and Weſt, by making their great Fleet, Mer- 
chants, Colonies, and Commerce all your own, 
which cannot but clear your way to Guinea 
#nd Peru ; What Semesl, ſaid they, can the 
Engliſh after this have, by taking of therr Out- 
works the Low-Countries, debarr d from all 
aſſiſtance from Italy, Spain, and Germany, 
zf in their right ſenſes to have recourſe to Arms. 
Alzs ! what power to attempt any thing but 
what will move your pitty more then ' your in- 
dignation; nay rather what greater Ambition 
will be left them than to Court your Majeſty 
by an eaſie and woluntery ſubmiſſion to receive 
them as Honourable Tributavies, thereby to re- 
tain @ ſhadow of their Ancient Government 
and Liberty,witbout incurring the certain deſt i- 
7, by an impotent and fruitleſs reſiſtance, ' of 
being forcibly reduced into a Province "of your 
growing Empires to which the Roman Eagle 
it ſelf abandoning the defenceleſs Towers of 
Auſtria, ſbatterred both by Eaſtern and Weſt- 
ern Hurricanes, for the better preſerving and 
rc-eſt abliſhing its Ancient State and Majelty, 
will then be glad to retire, "£" © © 
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| Thu may be your Majeſties method, conti- 
nued they, to preſerve Peace a while with 
England, or. fave off at leaſt the War, till 
your preſent grand deſign be accompliſhed ; _ and 
theſe your Meaſures bow to deal with them 
afterward, in caſe they ſuffer you quietly to at- 
chieve this important Gonqueſt ; But ſhould we 
be able by no Art to buoy up the King of Eng- 
lands Spirits againſt the bead-ſtrong oppoſition 
of the popular party about bim ; nor ſo much as 
t0 delay @ Rupture, nor to binder that wiolent 
People from immediately declaring againſt us 
get all conſiderations on all ſides duly weighed 
and perpended, it will be mach greater and 
more certaip advantage to your Majeſty, and 
of much ff dangerous conſequence to your Af- 
fairs in general to venture a War with them 
vow about aTown, which with all they can do, 
they cannot aſſiſt time enough to reſcue from you; 
and by whoſe acquiſition againſt their wills 
you will not only be quit of all their Pretentions, 
but gain power to cruſh them too at pleaſure ; 
than after you bave for fear of them quitted 
ſo great @ Conqueſt, to have @ War in a little 
time after both with them and all the reſt of 
Europe, not only without thoſe advantages, 
but with the greateſt diſadvantage; imagi- 
nable, as witbout ſetting . on work an bun- 
dred expenſive and trgubleſome Intriegues 
you now will have no need off, your Majeſty 
will certainly have then, ncatwithanding all 
pour complyance to them if you quit your preſent 
Deſign, For, ſaid they, ſuppoſe upon your 
| | Ee 4 proceed- 
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proceeding to the Expedition in queſtion, the 
Engliſh oh « Hadden —< gp. you 
fhould canſe the-Amfterdamers to aſſume cou- 
rage enough to repulſe your Arms, bow eafie 
were it for your Majeſty upon advantageous 
Terms to clap up # ſudden peace with thoſe di- 
ftreſſed People, and by returning out of their 
Country to pacifie all thoſe powers now prepa- 
ring againſt you, and then with your whole 
Force to fall upon the Engliſh with which 
perbaps too the Hollanders would eafily be per- 
ey to joyn theirs, as plad to fee themſelves - 
delivered ſo unexpectedly, their old Enemies 
drawn (o penteely into the Snare, and ſo fair an 
occaſion put into their hands to revenge them- 
febyes on that Rival Nation for joyning with 
#1 againſt them, with which it will not be amiſs 
bowewver by your Envoy to threaten the Engliſh 
King ; Nay and bow probable it is that the po- 
pular party in England woald on that occaſi- 
on favour the Hollanders to keep down Abſo- 
lute Power, and to preſerve their Religion a- 
gainſt the aſpiring Duke and Popery ; all which 
they ſtrongly feared would bave come in at 
once upon them after the ruine of that Proteſt ant 
State? At leaſt, ſaid they, how effeFual may 
it be to let you Majeſties Envoy add that 
threatning among ft the reſt to the King of Eng- 
land, But Alas | continned they, # 5s but 
a matter of meer Speculation never likel; to 
come to paſs ; that any thing the Engliſh can do \ 
at preſent ſhould, as the poſture of their Affairs 
are now m, hinder your Maſeſt ies taking that 
City, 
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City, whoſe Richeft. and Eminenteſf Citizens 
being already gained to your Party, the ery 
terror of your Majeſties Nawy and the appear- 
ance of your F oxces will quithly open it unto you; 
notwithſtanding the weak oppoſition of s Party 
formed in a tumultary way among 8 Mobile 
by « few particular, biggoted Citizens, who at 
the noiſe of your Cannon would immediatel, 
zurn to the other extream and cry out, as loudly 
for a ſurrender. © 

And as for the Engliſh, ſaid they, our 
Emiſſaries have been ſo buſie and ſo ſacceſsful 
at Amſterdam, that it can never be thought, 
what ever good Opinion oy may have of the 
People of England, that they can be mduced to 
confide fo much im their King, whom they have 
(o perſonally and ſo groſly affronted mm all that 
can be ſenſible to a Prince, and whom t 
know fo much Frenchifhed, as to think be can 
heartily intend them any good ; oy that they can 
expe any milder terms of. ſubjeffion under 
him, either in reſpet} of Religion or Property, 
then under your Majeſty 3 Since they are daily, 
and by very good tokens aſſured that be is pri- 
vately advanced already towards Rome «s 
far as the other, and waits only the ſubverti- 
on of their Republick to aſſume every whit as 
Deſpotical and Tyrannical a Domimon - over 
bis Subje&s in both reſpetFs as the French AMe- 
narch bad over- his ; or im fine, that they bad ſo 
great an opinion of his Power in that Poſture 
of Aﬀairs as to think him able to reſcue them 
time enough, or remove the French from __ 
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if be went really about it : And conſequently 
that in the great Conſternation they then were 
in, and the little bopes they bad of the ſlow 
Forces of Germany ;- and the diftruſt they 
lay under both of their own ſtrength of the 
Faith and Power of the Engliſh, together 
with the Apprehenſion they ,were poſſeſs with, 
of loſing the great Riches they had there by an 
obſtinate reſiſt ance which they might ſecure by 
a timely compoſition ; they would undoybtedly 
fubmit upon the firſt Summons of bis Majeſty 
or any famed General of his at the head of a 
conſiderable Body of Men, eſpecially when bis 
Majeſty ſhould offer them ſuch advantageous 
Conditions, as they adviſed him to do, the more 
effeFually to avert them from all thoughts or 
remptations to cloſe with England, and to pro- 
poſe to them : That matters of Religion and 
Commerce ſhould remain in the (ame ſtate; As 
alſs the Priviledges of their Companies, Colls- 
nies, 8c. That they ſhould bave the privi- 
ledges of Natives, in all the other Dominions 
of France, with many other Sugar-Plums ; 
To the exat} performance of which it was not to 
be queſtioned but they would eaſily give credit, 
ſce to that time bs Honour was entire, and 
bad no ways been ſtained with any groſs Infide- | 
lities, and that the Proteſtants, then enjoyed no 
ſmail Liberty in his Dominions. And when you 
ſhall be in the poſſeſſion of the place , all theſe 
ſpecious promiſes need not binder your Majeſty, 
ſaid they, -from ſeizing however as much of 
their Treaſure as your InterefF ſhall diref& you 
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ro take, nor from putting ſuch otber reftraints 
upon them as you pleaſe, for which they gave 
him ſuch' expedients as were thought. proper 
and neceſſary for to elude the adoantageaus' anid 
ſpecious Conditions, by which their / aver-cre- 
duloxs- Inhabitants were to be wheedled: out of 
their precious Liberties. ; Off'y 
In the laſt place they laid before him the 
many and grand Inconveniences, which by 


letting ſlip ſuch an advantageous Juncure 


would unavoidably follow, which ' they 
repreſented, as much more in number, and 
of vaſtlier greater Conſequence, than thoſe 
that could poffibly arrive from his purſuing 
it ; For, urged they, if your Majeſty let go 
this Opportunity, It will not only be ſaid of you, 
as of the Great Hannabal, that you know 
how to get, but know not how to proſecute a 
Vittory, - but the (ſame Fate will likewiſe befall 
you; This deſpiſed and almoſt oppreſſed Enemy 
will recover Strength and Courage, the Ger- 
mans and the Houſe of Auſtria will come in- 
to its ſuccour, you muſt quit your preſent Con- 
queſts to-oppoſe them, and your preſent Allies on 
the Continent will forſake you ; If you be beaten 
bow diſadvantageous and perhaps fatal muſe 


WM the event needs be to you, and if you overcome, 


get bow far will you be from a compleat Con- 
queſt, aig hm _ That ae Tran. and af- 
ſured progreſs towards the ereftion of a new 
Empire ; as you would do in the taking that 
one place, whoſe Gates tho' they belong but tq 
me Ci, would It you ins the Polſon of 
- | ; | | | 4 
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the niaff valuable ports Earchy rb an for 
wh y0u with the nerves of War, which 

by would be cut off from the reſt of the World. 
I was not willing to give your Lordſhip 
an -account of this Conſultation by : piece- 
meals, ny IS, 
who _ 


Paris July 2. 
167 "'N.5. —_R—_ 


Your Honour's to ſerve Yow. 
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LETTER-XXXI.' 


Of the Confederacy entered into for the 
defence of Holand, of the Prince' of 
Orange's ſucceſs againſt France, and 
of the Methods uſed by the French to 
hinder the King of England to make 
Peace and joyn with the Dutch, by re- 

- moving my Lord Shaftsbury from be- 
ing Chancellor, &c. | 


My Lord, : 
Here was hardly a Prince on the Earth 
T worſe ſerved than onr King and paid 
more, noleſs than Three Embaſſadors to 
make up the Embaſſy mentioned in my 
laſt fave one to your Lordſhip, and yet 
Two of the Three concurring with the 
French deſignes to the ruine of Holland firſt, 
and ſo conſequently their own Native 
Country next ; fo that the poor Hollandery, 
as your Lordſhip may well remember, were 
forced to fave their Country from the 
French (who - purſuant to the laſt adviſe 
were ready to-devour it) by lofing it inthe 
Sea,in|breaking down+the Dikes the laft ex- 
tremity. and the only remedy they had lefe 
them; for this gave them time to think of 
their Affairs, . and this firſt brought the 
EleRor.of Brandenburg, then the _—_—_— 
an 
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and at laſt the Kirig or Queen Regent of 
Spain, as apprehenſive of the common dan- 
ger to all of them in general by the French 
ubduing the Dutch Provinces, to enter into 
a mutual League for their defence; and by 
their Conjun&ion, The Prince of Orange 
who had all this time ſtruggled with the 
hardeſt deſtiny that could be, and lay neg- 
leked by his Uncles as if they had no ſhare 
either in his good or bad Fortunes, recover- 
ed ſeveral of the Upland Townsin almoſt 
as little time as they had been taken by 
the French, and liks another Scipio having 
joyned Montecucucli the: Emperors General 
in the dead of Winter, and to carrying the 
War out of his own Country Beſfieged and 
took Bon, the Reſidence of the EleQor of 
Cologn, and thereby did cut off the Comu- 
nication between France and Holland;zwhere- 
by the French were neceflitated not only to 
quit their Conquered Towns by heaps, but 
he alſo opened a paſſage for the Imperial 
Forces to joyn the Dutch and Spaniſh; But 
tho' neither the ſence of his own true In- 
terelt, nor the 'Tyes of Conlanguinity to 
the Prince of Orange could induce our 
King to come to the reſcue of Holland, 
which notwithſtanding the Princes brave- 
ry and ſucceſs was ftill but in a pitiful 
plight, as having but newly recovered their 
drowned Country ; yet the French had an 
incurable Jealouſie of him, the remem- 
brance of the forementioned _—_— 
y 


of WHITEHALL. 


by his Embaſly was ſtill freſh in memory z 
And as that fell out when they leaſt expe- 
ed any ſuch thing, ſo they conſidered a 
Peace might be ſtruck tþ in as ſudden and 
ſurprizing a manner, and therefore they ſer 
all their Engines on work to hinder it if 
poflible, and in the firſt place knowing that 
great Perſon who had the influence over 
the King to procure ſach an Embaſly, and 
might alſo by the ſame Arguments induce 
him to make a much hardier ſtep, and 
force him at laſt in ſpighe of his own 
inclinations, or of French Menaces, as well 
as of French Charmes, not only to a Peace 
with Holand, but even to a War againſt 
them ; They therefore left nothing uneſ- 
ſay'd, or ſtone untur'd to get him to dif- 
poſe of the Chancellor's place, tho' it was 
well known the King himſelf upon a cer- 
tain occaſion had given his Teſtimony of 
his being the wiſeſt Subje& he had in his 
Dominions, and ſeemed at that time to va- 
lue him accordingly: I cannot poſi- 
tively inform your Lordſhip, by which 
of their Inſtruments ic was done, for I 
never could find it was inſerted in the 
Minutes; but I have heard it generally 
diſcourſed at the French Court, that 
they ploughed in this Aﬀair with the 
Heifer they bad formerly preſented the. 
King withal, and that the Duke alſo whom 
they by their Emifaries iritated axle 

un, 
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him, to whom they alledged that he had 
taken notice of his keeping off of late from 
the Proteſtant Worſhip, and talked too Ii 
berally thereof, not without ſome Expreffi- 
ons boding much danger to his Highneſs, 
and even levelled at putting him by the 
Succefiion it ſelf, gave an helping hand 
thereto. 4, 

Bue for all they had gained fo conſidera- 
ble a point, as the removal of the Chan- 
cellor, yet fearing ſtill che worſt, they never 
left off their former apprehenſions ; And 
therefore their Miniſters til] cencinued 
with utmoſt Application to purſue their 
| Game, both by magnificent Promiſes and 
Offers of Money, and fome Menaces &@ /a 
ſourdene; but wich inftruQions after all theic 
induftry, if they. could not ſucceed in ob- 
ſiruRing the peace, yet not to fail to elude 
ir, which how well they ſucceeded in the 
firſt for a time, and when chat could not 
be warded off'no longer, how much more 
fortunate ſucceſs they have had inthe latter 
I ſhall endeavour to make your Lordſhip ac- 
quainted with at another time, when I 
hope they may be no leſs gratefal to your 


Honour's gufto, from him who deſires to * 


approve himſelf to be, 


Pars Octob. g. My Lord, 
1678. 


Tour Obedient Servant 
LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIlIL 


Of the Negotiating a Mmnrriage be- 
tween the Dake of York and the 
Princeſs of Inſpruck in Germany ; 
How that Match came to be broke 
off ; and how the French gain 4 their 
Point in Marrying the Printeſs of 
Modena to him. 


My Lord, 
=O continuing in the ſame poſture [ 


mentioned in my laſt to your Lord- 
ſhip, between England and France, the latter 
having the full aſcendency over our ing 
and Court, to keep them from the Peace 
with Holland, and to enter into a War in 
ConjunGtion with the reſt of the Confede- 
rates againſt them ; and the Duke of York 
happening to be a Widower, who was en- 
tirely, as they thought, in their Intereſts at 
this time, which was the year 1673, there 
was an Intrigue ſtarted up and carried on, 
that in all appearance was ready to break 
the Thread of all their Contrivances, and 
irrecoverably to overturn all theyhad been ſo 
long and with ſo much pains about ; but 
another as lucky a hit interpoſed timely in 
their Aid, which falved all thcir drooping 
Aaa In- 
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Intereſt in our Court again ſounder than 
* ever, tho' like the Beaſt in the Apocalypſe, 
it ſeemed to have received its deadly wound 3 
For when a Negotiation was now not only 
ſet on foot, but in a manner concluded, for 
Matching our Duke with a Princeſs of the 
Amftrian Family, an Alliance which would 
certainly have broke the neck of all Leagues 
- with France,and make England once more the 
Ballance between thoſe two mighty Powers 
I ſay, juſt when a Match was concluded 
with a Princeſs of the Houſe of Auſtria, and 
nothing ſeemed remaining to the accom- 
pliſhing of it, but celebrating the Eſpouſals, 
and bringing over the Lady into England, 
to remain the gage of a cloſe and laſting 
Alliance, between the Royal Stem of Eng- 
land, and that Iiluſtrious and Potent Houſe; 
and the Monſiexr at bicing his Nails for 
ſpite to ſee his Intereſt there deſperate and 
li retrieval z it moſt luckily happened to 
im, that in that very interim the Empreſs 
dicd, and the Emperor coming to want a 
Conſort, ard finding no other worthy his 
Choice,according to the ulual practice of the 
AwfirianFamilics, whoſe Branches intermarr 
frequently with one another, he retain? 
the Lady for himſclf ; and fo defeating our 
Prince of his Spouſe, and putting of him in 
a new qucſi, gave the French an opportu- 
nity to proffcr him a Female, who they 
knew dclcended from a right Intriguing 
Breed, aud would be lure to do their Work 
through- 
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throughly, and thereby not only renew, but 
make ſure againſt all Events that Alliance 
that hath ſince proved ſo pernicious to all 
Europe,and fo vexatious to the one,as well as 
to the other of our Princes : This Match they 
knew might be of great importance to 
them, riot only as to the promoting their 
' Ambitious Ends in England, but in Traly 
tooz and if they could once enſnare 
the Duke into it, would as fixedly tie 
him to their Intereſts, as it would infalli- 
bly loſe him every where elſe, and cngage 
not only the Proteſtant Subjeats of theſe 
Kingdoms, but even all the other Powers 
of Chriſtendom, as well of the Roman Com- 
tmunion as the Reformed, to oppoſe his 
future Elevation, that ſo he might be 
wholly dependant upon them z She being 
a Lady, not only ltalian by Nation, but a 
Relation of the Pope, (and in that Qua- 
lity moſt odious to England) and allo of 
the late Cardinal M:zarinez and in a word, 
of a Prince Penfionary to the French, and 
an adopted Daughter of France z which 
laſt Quality they honoured her with, to 
render her compleatly hateful to all che 
World, beſides moſt liberally paying her 
Portion, Pentioning the King, and greafing 
the Miniſters to have the Parliament Pro- 
rogued,that in the interim the Match might 
be huddled up with all the precipitation 
imaginable, for fear upon the leaſt delay, 
by contrary Sollicitations from the Auſtrians, 
Aaa2 or 
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or any other Potentates abroad, (or any 
black) and grumbling Clouds at home, the 
unſtable King might be over-perſuaded or 
frighted from letting his Brother go on with 
that deſiructive Alliance. Theſe, my Lord, 
were their Contrivances and Precautions 
upon this Subject; and they ſucceeded ſo 
well in their Endeavours, that mauger any 
Reaſons the King might have to the con- 
trary, or any Oppotition made by ſome few 
then about him, that Match was concluded, 
from which Exgland may in a very great 
meaiuic date the commencement of her en- 
ſuing Grievances; and which, according tu 
the Parliament's Prediction of it, cauſed ſuch 
terrible Earthquakes in the three Nations 
already, and God Almighty alone knows 
what the dire Effects may be, and where 
things will terminate at long run, though 
it ni.y at the fame time prove better than 
our fears. [For after it was once done, 
they cared nor what Storms it produced 
amunglt us; tor if the endeavours of an 
Alliance cemented with fo charming a Fe- 
male, unwcearied in enticements, could not 
allare, nor the ſug:cd Proteſhons of a con- 
ſtant Amity and Frotcfion, befides the 
powerful Spells of continual Supplies of 
Money, engage ſuthcicntly z yet they were 
conhdent the troules it would cauſe, would 
neceſſitate him for Self-preſcrvation fo keep 
cloſe to thcir Intereſts, and to be content 
perhaps tor the preſeryation of the reſt, to 
g1ve 
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give them part of his Eftates, whenever it 
{ſhould ſucceed , and make them Executors 
of his Will; or at leaſt, -at all Adventures, 
keep up ſuch Divitions, as by the care they 
would take to balance the. refpeQive Par-' 
ties concerned in; them, wbuld both divert 
and diſable the Nation from exerting their 
Reſentment againit them to any great pur- 
poſe, Theſe, my Lord, were the Improve- 
ments they propoled to mike + by this 
Match, and herewith I fhall conlude, who 
am, 


My Lord , 
Paris, Ang. 30. 
1678, Your Lordſhip's 


very bumble Servant. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


Of the Peace made between England 
and Holland, in February 1673. 
The Motrues to it, and the French 
Methods to elude it, by retaining the 

Iriſh fill :z their Service, with our 

Courts conmuentce. 


My Lord, 
Have formerly taken notice to your 
Lordſhip of the Methods and Precau- 
tions the French uſed to keep our King 
from making a Peace with the Datch- 
States 3 and how they made it their buſi- 
neſs to diſpoſſeſs all thoſe, and particularly 
my Lord Shaftibury, of the King's Ear and 
Favcur, who were concerned for His and 
the Nation's Intereft, by promoting ſuch a 
Peacez but though they prevailed therein, 
as well as in that of che Duke's Marriage 
with a Female of their own chuling ; yet 
my Eord, you know very welt, they failed 
to ſtem the Tide that broke in as a conſc- 
quent upon that Vote of the Commons , 
Ofob. 31.1673. That conſidering the Con- 
dition the Nation was then in, they would 
not take into further conſideration any Aids 
or Charges upon the Subjec, except it did 
appeasy the obſtinacy of the Dutch ſhould 
we | render 
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render it neceſſary, &ec. For the French E- 
miſſaries had taught the King and his Juno 
their Leſſon, to wit, to give out that the 
Dmtch were full of Sullenneſs and Obſti- 
nacy, and would come to no honourable 
Terms, and therefore there was a neceffity 
of further humbling ot them; but now the 
Court of England were as haſty to make up 
the Peace with Holand, as ere they were to 
declare War againſt them, which was con- 
cluded by the 9th of Fcbruary, 167; but 
though the Dutch came hereby to enjoy 
Peace with us at Sea, yct they found the 
pernicious Effes of the Valour of the Eng- 
liſp Troops which continued! in' the French 
Armies, 2nd gained them ſeveral Victories 
after that Peace; till upon the earneti and 
repeated Inſtances, both of the Foreign 
Powers concerned, and of our own Parlia- 
ment, ſome redreſs was given to that Grie- 
vance, but never a total one; a Procla- 
mation being obtained for recalling our 
Forces from the French Service, which yet 
was conlirued not to extend to the Iriſh 
Nation, who after that, by that foul con- 
nivence of our King, not only continu- 
ed there in Bodies as formerly, but drew 
oyer Recruits from time to time, and 
were moſt highly cheriſhed and carcf- 
ſed, as indeed were the Ir;þ Nation all 
along, with a ſenſible difference above the 
Engliſh and Scotch , eſpecially when a War 
was expected with us; they having a fſe- 
Aaa 4 cret 
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cret defign upon that Kingdom by one Me- 
thod or other, ever fince their firſt draw- 
ing our Kiog into League with them ; 
which they did not obſcurely intimate , 
when by way of encouragement they would 
now and then tay to the Iriſh Roman Oth- 
cers among them, as likewiſe to other qua- 
lified Gentlemen Travellers of that ſame 
Nation. That the Kiny thcir Vaſter had an 
efteem ot them above all other Nations, for 
their Arr quity, Gcnerofity, and Invin- 
Ccible Conitncy to their old Religion for a- 
bove 2 Century of Ycars.after their Malters, 
the E-gliſh nad ab«nioned it, and that the 
$:3ts and the Weiſh Brut cins , by the conta- 
gion of their Example, with ſuthcient Dero- 
gation from thcir tormer unvivlated Claims 
to Antiquity and uncor:quered Liberty, had 
done the like 3 ard wuuld afſure them trom 
nim, That the time would come when he 
would few them marks of his Etteem, by 
contcaring the H-reditary Guard of his 
own, and his Succefſor's Perſons on their 
Nation, intt. ad of the Scots, who were now 
departed frim their Intercits; and that as 
s Catholick Prince, and the Guarantee of 
their Treaty with King Charles, when in 
Banihhment, for re{toriug to them their 
Eitatcs whenever he (huuld be rcettored, he 
would tee them righted , and would one 


day tree them from the Tyrawny of the 
Tel Nation. | 


But 


of WHITEHALTL. 


But notwithſtanding all underhand Com- 
pliance. of 0ur Court with that of France, 
as our Peace with Holland had already diſ- 
pleaſed them, This recalling of our Troops, 
as partially execured as it was, quite put 
them out of humour z ſo that though they 
darſt not thew their Refentments too far, 
for fear of increating the Evil they fretted 
at; yet they did what they could by al- 
lurements to debauch, and by hard Utage, 
and all imaginable Difcouragements, both 
to deter a« many as they could of our Sol- 
diers from paying Obedience to the ſaid 
Proclzmation,and to diſable thofe who were 
fixedly bent to return, front: being ſervice- 
able to their King and Country. Among 
the reſt, migh:y Advantages were offered 
to my Lord Dowglas, afterwards Earl of 
Dunbarton, to intice him to ſtay z and fome 
time after he was gone, upon hearing he 
had no Preferment under his own King, by 
reaſon of the ſeverity of our Laws againſt 
Men of his Per[walton , there were very 
great Rewards propoſed to thoſe they 
thought had any influence over him, to 
perſwade him to return, and particularly 
to my ſelf . in caſe I could find any who 
could fo f:r prevail over him; bur all in 
vain; yet moſt of the Triſh remained to the 
laſt, and were very ſerviceable at the brisk 
Action of Gyrone, and on ſome other Occa- 
tions; and after the fear of the War with 
us was blown over by the Tempeſt raiſed 

my among 
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among our ſelves, whilſt we blinded our Par- 
liament and People by ſeeming to obſerve 
exactly the Articles of Neutrality agzeed 
upon between our King and them, they for 
a long time,and even till now, have refuſed 
to receive any Engliſh and Scotch Officers 
and Soldiers to their Service; tho' contrary 
to their Allegiance to their King and Coun- 
try, ſeveral of them, and ſome of them Ro- 
mans of tried Aﬀection,proffered themiclves, 
yet fill as « 1any Iriſh as preſented them- 
ſelves, were readily entertained. 

And thus, My Lord, Tho' theſe (ubtile 
Politicians mifſed of their firſt point in 
hindring our Peace with Hland, they (uc- 
ceeded but too well in the ſecond,. through 
our Court's weakneſs and baſe Preva- 
rication, which was cluding it, by cor- 
rupting our Neutrality, with ſuch a 
partiality on their ſide, that it was an 
Honey-Comb to them, whilſt it was bur 
a Spunge of Gall and Vinegar to the 
Confederates ; but foreſceing that in time 
this jugling conduct of our King would 
make all Exrope murmur, and render his 
Friendſhip or Mediation ſuſpicious every 
where ; That it would make him odious to 
his People, and blow into a Flame thoſe 
old jealouſies that already began to rc- 
kindle, and afford ample matter for the 
Emiſſarics of the Confederates to work up- 
on in our Nations, and conſequently to 


aQuate our People ſo violently. toa League 
with 
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with the ſaid Allies againſt them, that it 
would be impoſſible for theKing, withSafety, 
to reſiſt thera 3 (for of his good Will to them, 
by this time they were pretty confident) 
they therefore were careful to make a 
timely Proviſion againſt an inconvenience 
ſo much dreaded: by them,and to endeavour 
to make uſe of thoſe very Jealonſfies, Fears, 
and Animoſities, whoſe Effects they appre- 
hended, againſt their Adverſaries, by dex- 
terouſly catching them. up, like Fireworks 
before they brake, and returning them back 
upon our ſelves ; and this difhcult fort of 
Game they managed by feveral Strata- 
gems, of which I have neither room nor 
opportunity to advertiſe your Lordſhip at 
preſent, but muſt defer it to a proper ſeaſon, 
and remain, as I truly am, 


My Lord, 
Paris, July 12. 
1678. N. S. Tour very bumble Servant. 


Is 
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LETTER XXXV. 


Of the Marqueſs de Ruvigni, . French 
Proteſt ant,' his being ſent Embaſſador 
into England ; and what the Politichs 


of France were therein. 


My Lord, 
J Do not queſtion but your Lordſhip does 

remember the firſt time of the Mar- 
queſs d- Ravigny's being ſent Envoy from 
this Court into England, which wzs in the 
Year 1669, and which, I think, I have in 
one of my Letters hinted already ; That he 
was a Pcrfon very capable for ſuch an Im- 
ploymert, none can doubt that knew him ; 
but that ever he was choſen by this 
Court purely for his Capacity, is not to 
be admitted of You know ,, my Eord, 
the Triple League ſtuck then cloſe in the 
French King's ſtomach, and that the dan- 
ger Religion was in, as well as Property, 
from the progreſs of the French Arms before 
in the Netherlands, contributed very much 
to the cementing of ſuch an Alliance, which 
this Court were labouring tooth and nail 
to break to pieces, and more elpecially to 
get the King of England out of it ; and to 
that end, Monſieur Ruvignys Religion, he 
being a Proteſtant , highly recommended - 
him: How well he diſcharged his Com- 
miſhon 


miſſion then, I need not recount to your 
Lordſhip, the Event, has ſufficiently diſco- 
vered it to England, as well as to Holland's 
ſorrow, and to the no ſmall regret of ſome 
of thoſe of his own Religion and Fraterni- 
ty in France, It was much about Six years 
after, that the ſame Marqueſs was cntrutted 
with another Negotiation at the Engliſh 
Court, to no leſs pernicious an end than 
the former, and I fcar at long run with 
worle effects : They had, my Lord, belides 
the Inſtruments I have formerly mention- 
cd, for ſome time before this, imploy'd ſe- 
veral of their own Huzonots in England, for 
the carrying their Intrigues more effecually 
on among ovr Protcitants, which Hmagonots 
have been the more forward to plcaſe and 
obey the Inſtructions of their Prince and his 
Miniſters, in that they have believed them 
very confpatible with their own particular 
Intereſts z wherefore they have done all 
they could to contribute to the Elevation 
of the Presbytcrian Government in our Na- 
tion, which, becauſe the ſame with their 
own, they have naturally had fome deftire 
to ſee eſtabliſhed in a Kingdom to able to 
prote& them, and which had hitherto been 
che great impediment to their extirpation 
in France. But to return from this Digreſ(- 
hon , for which I beg your Lordſhip's par- 
don, to the Marquels de Rwuvigny, his In- 
ſiructions were to endeavour to poſſeſs the 
Proteliants in general in our Nation, 'which 
; ; . WETE 
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were now, my Lord, full of fears of fome 
Secret Deſigns a brewing between the two 
Kings, in prejudice to their Religion and 
Civil Rights too, that they needed not to be 
ſo much concerned at Appearances ; that it 
was far enough from the thoughts of his 
Maſter to make their King great to his Sub. 
jets prejudice z and that he was not fo zea- 
lous for the Roman Religion as they might 
imagine , whereof he was to urge ſeveral 
inſtances, and to endeavour to throw off 
all the odixm from him upon the Pope and 
the Court of Rome, and thereby make them 
level all their Fears, Jealouſfies, and odious 
Reflections that way 3 to the end, that 
by the Royal Church-Party, who had 
the King's car, they might ſtill fecure 
him further in their Interefts, and have 
their helping-hand to carry on thoſe Points 
they aimed at that way, viz. the hindring 
the Princefſes matching with the Prince 
of Orange , and the Offentive Alliance fo 
much feared then and now with the Con- 
 federates, &c, But this was but one Party of 
the Proteſtants 3 his Inſtructions alſo were 
to make a particular Intereſt among the 
Difſenters, and ſuch as inclined to them 
at the ſame time, that in caſe they were 
defeated in the one, and faw no likeli- 
hood of fiaving off the other, they might 
have them ready prepared to enter the 
liſts 2gainſt the former z and when War 


was ready to be declared againſt France, 
to 
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to puſh them on, if poflible, to raiſe a 
Civil Combuſtion at home, and to in- 
finuate into them 3 That the King, his 
Maſter , was willing - privately to afhiſt 
them as his Predeceflor had done theirs 
in the late Civil Wars upon occaſion, &c. 
in which ſort of Negotiation the Maz- 
quis was cfteQually enough ſcconded by 
his Countrymen- Hwugonots then in England, 
and particularly by a man of (ingular Parts 
and Learning, and exceedingly well ver- 
ſed in Intriegue, named Monſicur 
but on the contrary, in caſe they ſhould 
have been able by the Royal Party to 
have been ſirong and ſucceſsful enough 
to gain the two ſaid Points, and hinder 
both the Match and the War, which was 
their buſineſs, and is fiill in part, to op- 
pole; they had Orders to have the ſame 
Diſſeoting Party fiill ready , when King 
Lewis, and his Coulins of England, ſhould 
have had that part of their ends of the 
Conforming Party, to make uſe of them 
apainſt them, if they would not humour 
them (o far as to ſuffer themſelves to be 
carried quite back to Rome. 

And becauſe all our Proteſtants, how- 
ever differently denominated, ſhould take 
no umbrage at any of this Court's Pro- 
cecdings, they thought fit once more, to 
let their Swn, as they fo often term him, 
to caſt ſome warm beams on the Hwgonot 
Party at home, and to entertain them a- 
while 
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while with ſome Courtly Smiles, whereby 
they have deligned to amule our people, 
and af the ſame time. m+kKe their own Pro- 
teftants to be their Infiruments to carry on 
the Diviftions of thoſe, who, while united, 
are their only Protcqors ; for hitherto, 
while they have had War with the Confede- 
rates, and chiefly with Holand . and are in 
fear of one with England, it being yet out 
of their power to detiroy thele pe.1ple, they 
have thought it their intereli not to exaſpe- 
rate them, whereby they may be tempted 
to run ovcr to the Enemy ; but rather for 
the preſent to court them, and make them 
ſerviceable unto them, by working in the 
very Mines which in all human probabllity 
are dcligned to blow them up withal I 
will not intrude —— When Captain E—— 
returns, I ſhould take it as a fngaular fa- 
vour to. receive a line from your Lordſhip, 
and particularly your. Sentiments of our 
Home-affairs, by him, whom | {hall expect 


with utmoli impatience, who am, 


My Lord , 
Parts, Fuly 20, 
1679. Tour Lordſhip's 


moſt Humble Servant. 


LETTER 


- 


LETTER XXXvVE. 


0/ Prince Lobkowitz's being diforaced 
by the Emperor for Correſponding 
with the French about the Year 1674. 


My Lord, 

OUR Loxdſhip cannot be ignorant, 

that during this lotrieguing in Eng- 

land, and Canvalling of Defigos againſt our 
King and Kingdom, the War went on on 
this fide wich various ſucceſs ; but I find 
England is not the only Country that has 
been bubbled by the French Emiſſaries, and 
had its Secrets betrayed 3 I cannot tell any 
one part of the Confederates that have becn 
exempted z but Germany more particularly 
has ſuffered in this kind variouſly,but in no- 
thing ſo remarkably as in the bulineſs of 
Prince Lobkowitz's being diſgraced ſome 
time fince by the Emperor, and which 
has made fo much noiſe in the World, that 
your Lordſhip. could not but hear of it : 
That he correſponded with. this Court, 
there is nothing more certain 5. though 
when the buln:is was once winded, their 
Ewifſaries thought it adviſcable to. be the 
fir.t Rumorers of it, but related the ſame 
with Particulars ſo extraordinary ,. that 
were ſcatce credible, that thereby they 
| Bbb might 
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might turn the whole at enge into a ridi- 
cule : But the way of their Correſpon- 
dence with the faid Prince, and others 
in the Empire , was fo intricate to be fa- 
thomed, thut 'tis no wonder the matter 
has been as it were dubious in the World 
to this day; for little did the Councellors 
of State, and other Princes. and Grandees 
at the Court of Vienna think , that thoſe 
very Jews who fold them Jewels, Pearl, 
and other rich Moveables, were wont at 
the ſame time to bring and carry Letters to 
the forementioned Prince Lobkoawitz,, and 
other vile Traytors to the Emperor and 
Empire 3 and though theſe fort of Ver- 
min ' have been baviſhed the Emperor's 
Territorics and Dominions, yet for filthy 
Lucre-fake, to which they are addicted 
above any Nation or People under Hea- 
ven ; and to ſerve the French, whom above 
any other they value for the Reaſons I 
have formerly given your Lordfhip upon 
another occalion, They make no ſcruple 
of aſſuming thote Shapes which they out- 
wardly would moſt ſeem to abhor, and 
whoſe Principles they have disbeliev'd 
above' theſe Sixteen hundred years, [ 
mean Chriſtians, and to this day drive on 
the old trade. 

But'our private minutes relating to this 
Country, and which 1 have had the op- 
portanity lately a little to inſpe& , tell us 
politively, That at leaſt two of the Empe- 

ror's 


oh PHAT Boa il 
ror's own Confeſſors of the Jelyitical:Or+ 
der, the qugb-mare. dangergus; Traytors 
than apy. othes could be , WEE guilty. of, 
the ſame, Crime, hes next year aficr. the 
Diſgrace... of,, thjs, Pzince;, happency, © hat. 
memorable Sucgeſs the. Emperps's on 
had upon the Rhine agoinit the French 
but it is no leſs memorable aftcr ſuch a 
fignal Victory againft the Mareſhal de Cre- 
qui, ec. that Momecuculi, the Imperial Gen 
neral, ſhould, after he had beltsggd Sabern, 
and was in a fair way to carry the Place, 
lo {uddenly riſe fxom before it, re-pals 
the Rhine with his whole Army, and 
leave the French, aftcr all, wholly in pof- 
{cſhon of Alſatia, where he might cafily 
have Wintered his whole Army : The 
World were then, and have ever fince 
been occafionally very buſy about the rea- 
ſon of_this Action , which .is very unac- 
countable to this very day 3 It was whil- 
pered then,that Montecucult was 1o far from 
offering to do this of himſelf, that he had 
expreſs orders from the Emperor, or at leaſt- 
wiſe from Vienna, to do it, and which he 
obeyed Fvtly a great deal of reluqancy 
and i!|-will z but lictle have the World 
thought that it was chiefly the influence 
which Father la Chaiſe had over the Em- 
peror's Confefſor, that produced thoſe po- 
fitive, though moſt noxious Orders ; fo far 
the"Mitintes "mention that-Afair; and no 
farther. 1 would not have troubled your 
Bbb 2 Lord- 
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Lordſhip with theſe Foreign Aﬀairs, had I 
been ſupplied with any that was dome- 
ſtick z though, I hope, they are not fo 
unacceptable, but that you will freely par- 
don him who is defirous to ſerve and 
honour you to the utmoſt of my power, 
and remain, 


Paris, June 20. My Lord, 
1678, N. St. 


Tour bumble Servant. 


LETTER 


of /'W HITE-HA LL; 
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LETTER XXXVIL 


Of the French Ambaſſadors, the Ma- 
 reſchal 'd'Eftrades , and Monſieur 
Colbert's Inſtructions, to attack Sir 
William Temple, and Penji-ner 


Fagell, Jo engaie the Prince of 


Orange zx»to the French Intereſts, 
and to promote the Peace. 


My Lord, 


"*His Court have left no Stone unturn'd, 

neither in Eng/and nor Holand, in. or- 
der to the winning of the Prince of Orange 
over to their IJnterelts z but they have met 
with more confiancy, in him than could be 
expected from a'young Prince of his years, 
which has plainly manifeſted him to be an 
Inheritor as well of the: Vertues, as of the 
Fortune of his great Anceſtors; and when 
they found there was nothing to be done 
with him direaly by any of their own 
Emiſſaries, they reſolved to attack him in 
the moi. ſenſible part, by the Miniſiry of 
two perſons whom they knew he as much 
yvalucd as any other. on this fide, and they 
were the Engliſh Ambaſſador Sir William 
Bbb 3 Temple, 
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Temple, and Moniicur Fagell Penſionary of 
Hiband. Their Agents; + this-hopeful-bu- 
fineſs, were Montizur Colbert, and the Ma- 
r:{chal 4 Eftyages, their Plegtpacchriarics 
for the Treaty of Nimeguen, who quickly 
began ax attach) upor Su THilien, atcord- 
ag 10 the icohongl | gs they had giycn 


L9Ns 


L To ini ite flily, what a value the 
French [King their Matter had for kis Perſon 
and Character ; ard thac therefoze daring 
the courtc. of the Negotiation they were 
to entcr upon, they had Orders to 
make their ap}j Iication to hum :; 5 That 
they knew how much he was in the conti- 
dence of the King his Maſter; and of his 
chiet Miniſters , d4n@ therefore! how fifly 
garlithed. he Was to'plit che fraſſhing-firoke 
to 2 Treaty he ad had the greateſt hand 
to (-t on For, -and 'of which he mul needs 
r:ap' all the Glory; That i he- might 
reckon | very" mich” upon'' the facility 'of 
the King Ref? Maſter in char weighty 
Aﬀair, butt yet 'fo far 'RIN 2s' fo have 2 
wetlt regatd Rad to the great Succeſſes of 
Ris Arms "during t the Ware 


- IM. They were'to mike! xz Micn of their 
being fafty poſſeft of the 'Srates great for- 
wardncfs to firike up a _Prace's which 

F212 thelt 
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. their Allies' muſt comply * with,” cho? they! 
might for a'time- retard it ;/' That” theres 
fore the only- way: they could: fie for to 
give Exrope | Tranquillity, was for | ths 
Prince of Orange to interpoſe his! Autho- 
rity, which was ſo great” with all ' the 
Allies, that they were very well ſatisfied 
in their willingneſs to agree' to: : whatever 
terms. he ſhould be reſolved en" in- pto- 
poſing the Peace: That therefore in or- 
der to bring that grand affair to an hap- 

py and ſudden iſſue, it was their Opinion, 
there was no other or better way for it, 
than for his Highneſs firſt? privately to 
agree with France upon the Conditions, 
and: what-each Party's ' Propoſition hould: 
be; and when that was once done, after- 
terwards, in the courſe-of the Treaty, 
which -was to be ſuppoſed; -'could not 
ſpin out to-any-great length of' time, then 
to-draw. all 'matters by concert together- 
to the ſcope agreed upon betiverth them. 


: 


HI. To kan very confillens this Me- 
thod would do ; but that if ſhould fo 
happen. that .the- unreaſonable; 'pretences of 
the. * Allics ſhould :obfiru&' or delay a Ge-' 
neral Peacez- (that then{the Prince” might 
make uſe of>the -uſual ; Temper» of - the 
States to bring it to a ſudden iſſue, and 
make':a' ſepavate Peace ; that-if 'the Pririce 
purſued this method, it would 'be *in+ his 
Bbb4 power 
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power to; dg great- things ;for; himſelf and 
his. Family, for. which they were: to..pro- 
duce as ,many. jnltances. as they .could-. of 
parallclicales; And that as for -wheat con- 
cerned the: Prince's own — Advan- 
tages and; Interelis, the Kivg! their Ma- 
ker had given them full.power: to affure 
him , That he; might ſet down his -own 
Conditions, and they | ſhould be acccp- 
ted. 


IV. That 'tho' they had many others 
to, make theſe Overtures to his Highneſs, 
ſome whereof they were | allo (darkly to: 
intimate, yct that they were to purſue 
their Maſies's Q:dtrs , which was' to apply 
themſelves to none but ta him,it he thought 
fit to charge himſelf with :itz; That rhey 
were very ſcnfible of the Creditand Con- 
hdence he was, in with | his Highneſs, and 
how much , deference he had ito his Judg-: 
mcnt in; what ;concerned_ the. publick In- 
terelts of the Allies at that time, as well 
as his qwng:andthat if he would ecffe- 
ually eſpogſe that Aﬀeir, he might reck- 

1 upon what he | pleas'd: himſelf from 
- 4 Generofity: of; the King their Maſter, 
whoſe conſtant Charader it;[was, never to 
Iet the lealt Merit 80 mo, - 

"Bat if. it ſhould {o Fry aut, Aer Sir 


William proved fff in. the watter, as it 
| 4 4 ſcems 
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ſeems he did by the ſequel, they were to 
fuirh - the ſame Batteries upon Penfioner 
Fajet, with a variation of Phraſe, and Com- 
plement* agreeable” tothe Perſon and: Cir- 
cumſiahces, and more' eſpecially 'to' try 
what the force of the French Piſtols might 
effe that way ; And if ſo be matters were 
carried ſo far as that 'the Prince: was 
found to give any ear to it, then. he was 
to be rounded briskly what mighty things 
tlie French King'would do for him in 
relation to his future Greatneſs both in 
England and Holland ; That for his Prin- 
cipality of Orange, he ſhould have it refio- 
red to him again, or ſuch a compenſa- 
tion nigher Home, as he would reckon on 
hinfel, as alſo for his Lands in Burgundy, 
and any other Loſſes, Damages, &e. Nay, 
they were ordered to offer him a very 
large annual Pention, if he would have 
complied : But half theſe things were ne- 
yer. aGually Propoſed , becauſe the ſaid 
two Miniſters, and the Prince aimſ 
than any, were as ſo many deaffdders, for 
they would not ſo muedls rken to 
the Voice of thoſe Parma. Charmers ; 
A rare Inſtance, My Lord, to withſtand 
ſuch great Temptations, and not to be 
parallell'd perhaps in any other young 
Prince.of our Age, as it was indeed alfo 
in the two Miniſters, many of which En- 


gland, at this time, is not: over-fruit- 
ful 
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ful of; I with it were, our Aﬀaics wauld 
have been in 2, better, , poſture than, I hear 
they are , and | ] dread ; much ; wonle. to 
come. 1 . pray: Cod. avert. it, and pre- 
{ſerve your Lordlhip from . all Dangers, 
which (hall ever bc-upors the Heart of, 


Paris, Odtob. I 9. ©: 20 
27S... ; :;: 155 


Tur Lovdſbip's 
| Mot Homble 


and Moſt Obedient 


= Servant. 
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LETTRR: XXXVII. 


A Suntmary of -the' French Methods 
to get the Daupbin made King of 
the Romans, © 

My Lord, 
\Erhaps fince all the noiſe of the Weſtern. 
P World, at this time is the Afﬀairs. 
of Hungary, between the Turks and Impe- 
rialiſts, the, particulars whercof .1 need not 
trouble your. Lordſhip, with; it will not be 
amiſs to look a little back, and remark 
what influence this Court has had upon 
this War,, and what Deſigns they have lopg 
ſince hatched under, the*.Covert, not only. 
of thjs,” but-all the other Broils they have 
engaged Cromuny in ;, I find by Patin's Let- 
ters {o far back as 1677, that it was a mat- 
ter then not quiſtianed, bat that there had 
been Defigns coricerted to have the Dauphin' 
created King of the Romans,which made me. 
endeayour aftex a more particular informg» 
tion in that Intricgue, which at Iaſt.I haye. 
found to 'be inſerted ' in this manner, ac- 
coxding to the diſtin Heads that follow. . 


TT. All 


The Secret Dittozy 
I. All the Deſigns which they had con- 
certed in the Wars between England and 
Holand; for the weakning and defiroying 
them, if poſſible, as I have already given 
your Lord(hip a patticular Account.of, firki 
terminated in that ultimate end, Ot advan- 
cing the Dauphin as before-mentioned. 


II. The formerWars again't the Confede- 
rates was attempted for the ſame Ends in 
a great mea(ure, all their Deſigns againſt 
the Spaniſh Monarchy having a tendency 
__ i = by 


HI. Their unſpeakable Pretenſions in the 
Palatinate, on the behalf of Madam, the 
preſc11t Dutcheſs of Orleans. 


IV. All their open and ſecret Pracices 
in Hwngary, from Arch-Duke Joſeph's being 
made ting there 3 and by making Over- 
tures to another King underhand, Fobn Sob;- 
egki by name,to oppole the Emperor therein, 
promiſing their utmoſt Intereſt to get. that 
Crown and Country conferred on him and 
his Poſterity 3 rightly judging, that if the 
Arch- Duke were balked in Hungary, it was 
not likely he ſhould prevail in Germany. 


S. They have now for the ſame end, 
their Emiſſarics in Turkey, being partly 
Jews, and partly Jeſuits, who incited the 
Turks 


' Turks tO begin the Wat, and to puſh iton 
even to the Capital of the Empire; and 
did at the fame time, by other Agents, 
both in'Poland, and at Fenice, all they could, 
that they might hinder thoſe Countries to 
cotne \into the Confederacy againft ther, 
as thinking themſetves Cock-fure, that if 
Vienna had once been taken, the German 
Princes would haye been in ſuch a Con- 
ſternation, that as the only remedy, they 
would have called in the French Power 
to oppoſe againft fuch a dreadful inun- 
dation of Infidels as would thence have 
followed ; and for which they could have 
done no leſs than to have declared the 
Dauphin King of the Romans, and have 
made the French King Guardian and Pro- 
teqor in the interim, of the Emperor 
and Empire, <cſpecially having the Ele- 
Qors of Cologne, Mentz, and Triers, 
cither inclined for, or over-awed by them, 
and it being caſy 'in that junQure 'to 
have forced the reſt: This, my Lord, is 
the ſubſtance of what I have found they 
have projeed upon this Subje& from 
time to time, as the circumiances of 
Aﬀairs gave way and occation. 3nd no- 
thing morc certain than tnat they have 
had it-all along in their view, to advance 
the Daxpbin to thac Dignity, which they 
have hitherto tailed in, and I hope ever 
ſhall. I did not think to have entred up- 
on this ſubje&, which is alſo ſomewhat re- 
mote 
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mote from the Aﬀaixy of our own Coun- 
try, but that. the. light t of the faremcn- 
tioned Author excited my curioſity, and 
the fondnels of the diſcovery. made mc 
alſo fond to communicate the ſame to 

| your Lordſhip, tho' perhaps no very grate- 
ful part, which yet I truſt your goodneſs 
will pardon, in him, who is, | 


Ay Lord, 
Paris, Jan. 14. 
1684. N.S. Your very bumble, 


and obedient Servant. 


of W HI;T;E -HAEL. 


LET TER- XXXIX.,. 


Of Dozx John of Auſtria's being 
hindred to take upon him the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Spaniſh Affairs 
in the year 1676, 


Jan was long ſince I have given your 
Lordſhip an accqurt of the advances 
made by this Court towards a Peace; 
| but you know, ſince that, the War went 
on with various ſucceſſes; and perhaps 
your Lordſhip has heaxd of the Bulineſs 
of Don Fohz in Spain, How he was pre- 
vented from having the Adminittration 
of the Afﬀairs of that Country, by a Let- 
ter under the King of Spain's Hand, when 
he was juſt going to cmbark for the 
relief of Meſſing z there was at that time 
an expecation in the Confederates of 
mighty things to be perform'd by him 
to their advantage, and. the preventing 
him from a (hare in the Government, 
was eſteemed generally to be a French 
Trick, and ſo it | was 3 but I b<lieve 
the Confederates were guilty of a grand 
miltake-in their expeJation of him-;; for 
the French Mempirs ſay, Don Fobn was 
perfectly 
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perfeAly their Creature, and that it was 
the violent hatred” of the Queen Mother 
of Spain, as well as a jealouſie to have 
her own 'Power invaded, that put him 
belide the Adminiſtration z That it was 
through his means the 'Matching of the 
King of Spain with the Emperor's Daugh- 
ter was put by, and. that with the Duke 
of Orleans's Daughter. effeded 3 and that 
he was going to at mighty things for 
the French Intereſt , for which, he had 
large Promiſes made him of their power- 
ful and cffeual Aﬀiſtance to obtain the 
Crown of Spain for himſelf, after the - 
Deceaſe of the preſent King, upon con- 
dition he ſhould quit the Spaniſs Domi- 
nions in the Indies, Low-Comntries, and. 
Faly, to the Crown of France ; for the 
performance of which, they had ſufficient 
Aſſurances from him. 

I am further to obſerve to your Lord- 
ſhip from the ſaid Minutes, That they 
have attributed his Death to a Doſe of 
Poiſon adminiſtred by the order and par- 
ticular preſcription of the Queen- Mother, 
and that out of a fear ſhe had he would 
one day Poiſon the King her Son; and 
becauſe he had againſt her Wil}, been the 
infirument to make the French Match. 
They further add , how true the one 
or the other, I will not take upon me to 
determine, That the Queen Mother's ha- 
tred to Don John was inveterate z __ 
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had attempted once before to have Stab'd 
him, and at another time to Piſtol him: 
As for the fore-mentioned Letter from the 
King of Spain, to ſtop the Don's paſſage 
for Meſſina, they ſay it was ſent by the 
Inſtigation of the Duke de Medina Celi, 
then in the Freauch FaQion, with an intent 
to make him miſs that ftroke, and ſecure 
him in their Intercſis, by letting him 
know, that it was by their Intreague he 
was admitted to Court, I could further 
enlarge upon this ſubje&, did I judge it 
pertinent or agreeable to your Lordſhip's 
humour, as I am affraid it is not; and 
therefore I remain, 


My Lord, 
Paris, July 2, Tour Lordſhip's 
1679. N.S. 
moſt bumble' 
and devoted 


$ ervant. 
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LETTER XL. 


Of General Inſtruftions given to the 
French Agents in England, to 
carry on the French Deſi2ns upon 
the Duke of York's Second Mar- 
riage. 


My Lord, 


Ho' the French Agents in England 

have had addreſs cnough to get the 
Match with the Duke effected according 
to their Defires; yet foreſeeing that even 
this point could not clude the Pcace be- 
tween England and Holland, they endea- 
voured to make the bcit advantage they 
could, by making a Counterpoiſe of it 
to the ſaid Peace, and to a War we might 
afterward intend againtt them ;, as having 
thereby linked the Duke faſter to them 
than ever, and Jaid a {ure foundation for 
fuch Ditiractions, both in Church and 
State, as would give them large oppor- 
tunity , if not to compals all the De- 
figns they had upon us, yet at leaſt to 
ſccure themſelves from any great incon- 
veniency from us 3 They were not igno- 
rant 
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rant what good effes ſeveral previous 
Intreagues of theirs had to our dif- 
advantage 3 they ſaw plainly the ſecond 
Dutch War had much more impoveriſhed 
us than the Firſt; and the ill conduct of 
it much more ſunk the King's Reputation, 
belides the Divitions in the Fleet, and the 
Jealouſfies and FaQtions in the Parliament, 
and among the People, about the Duke's 
Religion, produced him great diſguſts e- 
very day z That the ſbutting up of the 
E xchrquer had ruined his Creditz and 
his Majeſty in proclaiming Liberty of Con- 
ſcience by Virtue of his own Preroga- 
tive, and his levity afterward in flinch- 
ing from it ſo unexpecGedly, had fb dif- 
obliged and wounded with Jealoujie the 
Church of England, and all Patriots in 
Parliament tender of their Priviledges, 
who held the Peoples Purſe-ſtrings on the 
one fide, and ſo incenſed with a freſh 
Animofity the b:ifl:d Diflenters on the 
other ; that being over-whelmed with 
Debts, oppoſed by dangerous and power- 
ful FaQions, and yet Bankrupt - bota of 
Money and Credit too ; they fairly con- 
cluded he could have no other recourſe 
but to them z which odious remedy, they 
ſuppoſed, would but more and more 
heighten che mutual Jealouties, and widen 
the Breaches, till they grew large enough 
for them to enter by at long-run upon 
Ccc2 ſome 
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ſome part of the EngliÞ Monarchy, fo 
Famous hitherto for checking theirs above 
any other in Ewrope, fince the Decadency of 
the Weſtern Empire, from rifing to the like 
exorbitant greatneſs: And now this more 
than Magical Doſe, theſe Quacks in Po- 
licy had given us, began to work every 
day more and more violently, and with 
Symptoms more viſible, till almott mortal 
Convuliions followed ; The ableſt Statef- 
min we had at the Helm , the Earl of 
Shaftsbury , was diſcarded for his vehe- 
mency in oppoſing the ſaid fo pernicious 
Match, (of which I may give your Lord- 
ſhip an account another time) and others 
ot the fame Sentiments diſcountenanced 3; 
which by the French Agency , begat the 
Prorogation of the Parliament, dangerous 
Factions and pernicicus Fractions even 
among, the moſt zealous Aﬀertors of Mo- 
narichy, and beſt affected Friends to the 
Royal Familyz ſo that now imagining 
this Maſter-cxperiment of theirs had 
made way for them to execute what 
Projes they pleaſed on our Court and 
People for the future, to loſe no advan- 
tage for want of Managers, they began 
to put their Defigns in form, which be- 
tore lay (mewhat perplext and out of 
order z to which end they ſent over 
their Infiruftions to ſome Domeſtick A- 
gents, whom they had choſen and placed 

on 
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on purpoſe about the New Dutcheſs, and 
to their other aſfiſting Miniſters and E- 
miſffaries, as they thought in that dif- 
potition of both Head and Body, of 'both 


Princes and People in England, could not 


but ſucceed, and produce in due time, 
the full effets by their Miſchief-Brood- 
ing, and Ambitious Conſultations: And 
their Infiructions in ſubſtance were as 
follows. 


They were now to make aQual uſe 
of the ſeveral Partics they had, as I 
have hinted already, but as yet prepa- 
red to make Tools of ; and to this 
purpoſe rhey were to influence them part- 
ly by French Jeſuited Inſtruments , part- 
ly by French Hugonot Agents, and of 
our own Nation, their Inſtruments were 


fo be. 


I. Atheiſts and looſe principled Men, 
who yet could a& rarely well the Zea- 
lots for that Religion or Cauſe which 
they were to Eſpoule. 


II. Such Perſons as they found to be 
conceited of their Parts, and of Merce- 


nary Spirits. 


Cc c3 II. That 
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III, Hotſpurs for Prerogative, and the 
Church of England. 


IV. The fierceſt Spirits of the other 
Factions. 


V. Some Bigots of the Roman Com- 
munion that were Engliſh , and particu- 
larly thote that had been br:d up, or 
had travellcd in their Dominions, and 
were well Jcjuited. 


VI. The leading 1r:f Pap:lis in parti- 
cular. 


Vi. Men, Ambitious of Greatneſs, or 
Idolizers of Money, and that chiefly in 
Scotl ang. 


VIII. Mcn difguftful or difobliged. 


IX. Men of deſperate Fortunes and loſt 
R:putations, | 


Of all theſe they were with great 
contidence to imploy and highly to ob- 
lige and flatecr forme, while they wcre 
for their turn, and diſoblige othe:s, and 
then when they had done with them, 
vice verſa, to diſoblige and cali off thoſe 
wiom they had obliged and ſeemed to 

have 
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have truſted z and court, oblige, and re- 
ccive others who were before diſobligd, 


knowing how to work their Ends by. 


thoſe they difobliged as well as by thoſe 
obliged 3 But yet none of theſe, except 
ſome of the hirit ſort, were to know the 
whole of their Deſigns, nor be infor- 
med of any thing that looked black 
or villanous, or ſeemed too directly to 
aim at the detriment or deſiruction of 
their Country or Religion, till ſuch time 
as they had a long trial of their Tem- 
pers, and found chem fit for ſuch At. 
terapts, or that they had got them firſt 
into ſuch a Correſpondence, which, tho? 
in the ultimate intention was not mali- 
cious, but only an effe&t of 7zeal to their 
ſeveral Parties, yet would, if diſcovered, 
be cohſtrued reaſonable, and ſo keep 
them under an hank to them; and then 
they were to put them on ſuch Barba- 
rities and Villanies as they thought ne- 
cefſary for their purpole z which if they 
then refuſed, their Bulineſs was to aban- 
don them, and to imploy ſuch Inſtru- 
ments as were as Bankrupt of Religion 
and Conlcience as of Fortune, and would 
be deſperately determined to venture at 
any thing for Money ; and by theſe they 
were to be pretended to be detected as 
Traytors, and proſecuted as guilty of 
the Deſigns which they have been only 

Ccc 4 tempted 
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tempted to, and ſo were to ſerve all 
People whom they once got within their 
Toi), as occaſions and their Intereſts did 
require, But IT fee I have already paſt 
over the juſt bounds of a Letter, and 
ſhall cheretore only ſubſcribe my ſelf, 


My Lord, 
Paris, May 5. 


1681, N. S. Towr Lordſhip's 


moſt devoted Servart 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLI. 


Contatuing the Pratt ices of the French 
Agents,for the amuſement of Foreign © 
Catholicks, while they carry'd on their 
Deſigns againſt England. 


My Lord, 

T would be very firange to think, that 

the Miniſters of this Court, who have 
had a hand almoſt in every thing relating 
to our Nation, ſhould not be concerned in 
the affair of the Popiſh Plot ; but it is fo 
far otherwiſe, that they have been the 
chief managers and ſtarters of many things 
which have fince come to light; Nay,l am 
bold to ſay, That the very actions and in- 
tentions of almoſt all the Infiruments of 
the Engliſh Nation, and even of ſome of 
the French themſelves, were very wide, 
tho! villanous enough, from thoſe of the 
Machiavilian Off-iſpring which ſet them on 
work, My Lord, you have heard of 
Father St. Germain, and perhaps of Father 
Columbiere too, who ſucceeded him in En- 
gland ; theſe were the Perſons, who toge- 
ther with their other aſſiſting Emifſaries, 
diſpoſed of Things and Parties 'in our Na- 


tion to favour their Deſigns in reference 
to 


- 
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to the ſaid Conſpiracy, and whole Inſtru- 
Qions from Father La Chaiſe, were to take 
upon them to inform and preſs upon the 
Creatures of the Pope, and Minilters and 
Creatures of other Princes of the Roman 
Communion, but of a different Intereit 
from their Maſter's the French King ; That 
for their parts, they were only actuated 
by a Zcal for the propagation of the 
Catholick Religion, and the re-union in 
time of ſo famous a Womarchy to the Church 
by gcntle ani pez-ceable ways and mcans, 
and chicfly tor the Converhion of our two 
Princcs to nearly Related to their King in 
Blood, and for whom he had ſo much 
Eftecm and Aﬀection 3 and that their Ma- 
jier being, thcir neareſt Neighbour, and 
ſeated moti conveniently to athit them on 
occation, would with his Purſe promote all 
he could the quict Converſion of all forts 
of Poogle, that could be drawn in by the 
Godly Elogucnce of their Mithonaries, or 
by the more powerful language of Penſons 
uith (ome, "and was hcartily willing to 
ſupply our Princes with what was needful, 
or might be fo, to maintain themſelves a- 
gaintti any Attewpts that might be made 
apainit them, upon the jealouhe or diſcove- 
ry of any tuch detign, and fuccour thum 
by a ſuthcicnt Military Force too, in caſe 
they were likely to be reduced to Extremi- 


ty by an opin Rebellion of their (tubborn 
and 
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and diſcontented Subjc&s on that account 
without once pretending to fo idle and.im- 
praQicable a deſign, as ſome of them whom 
they ſpoke to were tutored to call it, as by 
that means to go about to make the Crown 
of England feudatory to that of France, or 
to lixengthen himſelt with the additional 
power of England, with intent to encroach 
afterwards upon the Rites and Prerogatives 
of the Holy See, or give Umbrage to other 
Temporal Enemies of chat Communion, or 
to draw any other advantage to the French 
from the Alliance of the Engliſh Princes, 
than to be able in the quality of Moſt Chri- 
{tian King, and firlt Son of the Church, to 
promote the growth of the Holy Catholick 
Religion in their Realms and Dominions, 
and make uſc of their Mediation and Friend- 
ſhip, to ballance in ſome meaſure the pre- 
{cnt force of fo formidable a Confederacy, 
as was lately formed againft him. That ir 
was a thing ridiculous to think, or once as 
much as imzgin, that whilit he was in 
actual] War with ſo many conſiderable Pow- 
crs at that time, he could be fo ſimple as 
to attempt Englind by force; or if he were 
out of War with them, that he could as 
much as offer at ſo conliderable an Enter- 
Eri2e upon any pietence whatſoever, with- 
out allarming them, or expecting to be 
oppoſed Vigoroufly by them, as well as 
by the othes Prozyt.ur Powers of Emrope 3 

or 
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or that he could be thought to be fo raſh 
as to venture on ſuch a difficult Expedirti- 
on, whilſt he foreſaw fo powerful an Op- 
- poſition. | 


But that indeed upon the happy conclu- 
ſion of a general and laſting Peace among 
the Catholick Princes, he would moſt wil- 
lingly and readily join and concur in any 
holy League with them, and contribute 
his full proportion of Forces with theirs, 
to ſo glorious and laudable a Work, as 
would be the reſtoration of the Kings of 
England to their priftine Power and Majeſty, 
and the Holy See to its former juſt Au- 
thority and Juriſdifion in theſe famous 
Hands; which for ſo many former Ages 
had made fo confiderable and profitable 
a Province of ' the Roman Church ; 
and therefore they were to delire and 
preſs them, not to Tet any particular In- 
tereſts which they had againſt their Ma- 
fter in worldly and ſecular Concerns, pre- 
vail with them to go about to miſ-inter- 
pret or any ways obliru&t their Conver- 
fon of Souls, which coald be of no man- 
ner of prejudice to them in thoſe other 
reſpeas 3 bur rather readily to concur 
with their Endeavours in fo pious and 
charitable a Work, wherein they ought 
wholly to lay aſide 2ll diſtinftion of Na- 
tions or Intereſts, and Cooperate as =_ 

crs 
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bers of one Body, and Subjeats of one 
univerſal Prince Chriftt Jeſus, and his 
Vice-gerent-General the Pope. With which 
Arguments and fly Suggeſtions, they were 
to wheedle all Foreigners to at leatt a 
careleſs ſecurity and unconcernedneſs about 
the Aﬀairs of England, whilli they play'd 
their pranks to + os both our Religt- 
on and Government, and make us an Ap- 
pennage of the Gallican Church and Crown z 
which I pray God, I may never live to 
ſee, nor my Country feel 3 and ſhall ever 
do ſo whilſt I am, as 1 am reſolyed always 
to be, 


Paris Mar. 11. My Lord, 
1632, 
Your Lordſhip's Moft Humble, 
and Moft Devoted 


Servant. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLI. 


The Arguments of the French Emi- 
aries, for the Amuſement of ſome of 
the Native Papiſts of England, &<c. 
That their defizns in regard to the 
Popiſh Plot, might nor be pre- 


vented. 


My Lord, 
Ow far the Subjed-matter of my Jaſt 


to your Lordſhip hath reliſhed your 
Palate, I am altogether ignorant, but 
adventuring for once to preſume its ha- 
ving proved grateful, I have in this, as 
it were, ſubjoyned thoſe Inſtrucions the 
French Agents have received for the a- 
muſement of the Native Papiſts of En- 
gland, in order to the carrying on of 
their Defipns under the covert of the 
Popiſh Plot, againſt our Native Country ; 
To them therefore they were to ule in 
ſubſtance the ſame pretences as to the o0- 
ther, but with ſome further additions. as, 
That the King and the Duke of Toh, 
were both certainly gained over to the 
Church of Rome; That the moſt Leading- 
Men of the Kingdom, and the Men of moti 


Power and Intereli both among the Clergy 
and 
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and Gentry of the Church of England, 
were Popiſhly inclined, and would with- 
out all doubt, come galloping over tan- 
tivy to the Church of Rome, when it ſhould 
be a proper time for the King to declare 
himſelf upon that Head ; -as being well 
convinced, that Monarchy and Prelacy had 
no other way to defend themſelves againſt 
the refileſs and violent practices and ef- 
forts of the Seqaries and Republicans, 
and others their Adherents in the King- 
dom, but by ſeaſonably re-uniting with the 
Roman Catholick Party, from their unju- 
itifiable Separation and Schiſm,from whence 
innumerable, incurable and endleſs Divi- 
fions, Diftracions and Factions, had pro- 
ceeded, That for their comfort and ſup- 
port, it was now much otherwiſe than in 
the late Civil Wars againſt King Charles I. 
That the preſent King of France being 
in a condition to give their now Sove- 
reign King Charles the Second, a moſt 
powerful and numerons Afiftance 3 and 
being a moſt Generous Prince, and with- 
al moſt cordially and well-affeed to their 
King as well as to their Cauſe ; there 
was no manner of queſtion to be made, 
but he would ecffeQually do it, witi:ut 
any by-ends of his own, as ſoon as a 
general Peace ſhould give leave, by which 
time things would be ripe in the King- 
dom, to favour his good Intentions to 
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go on with the Converſion of our Na- 
tions; yea, and would take care to pro- 
vide a ſuthcient Body of Troops for the 
abetting of ſo hopeful a Work, in caſe 
there ſhould be any ſuch need of Force, 
but that it was reaſonably to be ſuppoſed 
there would need none: For that by 
the help of ſafer Methods and of Mony, 
which that great and zealous Prince would 
not It them want for fo good a Work, 
the number of the Roman Catholicks 
muſt needs be ſo mightily encreaſed in 
a few Years, that the King might ven- 
ture to declare himſelf in their favour ; 
and then by the voluntary return of the 
Church of England to Rome, their Mo- - 
ther Church, and by the very dread of 
the formidable Power of Lewy the Great, 
who was known to be a ſure and falt 
Friend to our two Royal Brothers, the 
other diſſenting FaRions would be fo 
over-powered with the number of their 
Opponents, and fo terrified at their 
Strength, that if it had not the good 
effect to work them up into a comply- 
ance, it would at lealt into fuch a tame- 
neſs, that they would neither be able to 
hinder,nor have the raflineſs tooppole what 
Changes and Innovations the King ſhould 
atterwards have a mind to make in Church 
or State, and make them Triumphant in 
England, And thus they were to lead 
them 
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them on till they had nooſed them faſt 
in a Correſpondence with them; but not 
a word was to be told them (till they 
had firft ſounded them whether they were 
fit to hear it)- of any 'delign they had to 
ſubjet England, or enflave the reft of Em- 
rope to French Tyranny, or of the Murder 
of King or Duke, or both, in caſe they 
found them not pliable enough to their 
Inftigations, or that their abominable 
Ends could be compaſſed no other ways ; 
to which, if they would not be compli- 
ant, they were then by thoſe Tools to 
have ſome of their Correſpondence with 
them diſcovered, and have them accuſed 
as if they had been really guilty of what 
they were. only tempted . to : And 
ſo by this means all the conſiderable Men 
of them, belides ſome Raſcals to make 
Tools of, were to be drawn into a cloſe 
Correſpondence with France, and beaten 
quite off from any application to Rome, or 
correſpondence with the Houſe' of Auſtria 
fliely infinuating, that France was. the only 
Power in Chriſtendom that could preſerve or 
{upport them, But the full detign they had 
upon the Nation (as before hinted) was aSe- 
cret imparted but to a very few ; nay,it was 
not as much as communicated to the Jeſuits 
of the two Brittiſh Nations, but kept almolt 
fo the laſt, as an Arcayum among ſuch of 
them as were Native French, except only 
Ddad two 
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two 01 three Iriſh Fathers, and fome very 
few more of thac ſame Nation, whom they 
thought averſe enough to the Engliſh 
Name and Nation, to be heartily true and 
conſtant to any Foreign Intereſt and Pow- 
er Capable to ſupport and efteGually to 
back them in the bloodieſt and blackeſi 
Contrivances againſt their deteſted Con- 
querors: for rather than fail, to ſuch hor- 
rid Tragedies they were determined by 
fome means or other to proceed, if they 
could no otherwiſe effect their wicked Pur- 
poſes, and could have found a way to fix 
the Crime, as they had proje&ed, on ſome 
other Party and Nation. My Lord, I have 
been tedious, but could not avoid it; I 
deltign without a Countermand to tran(- 
mit to Your Lordſhip in my next the ap- 
plications made to rhe Proteſtant Party up- 
on the tame Head ; and in the mean time 
Tcmain, 


_ Paris, Mar. 17. 
2682, N. S. My Lord, 


Tour Fhumble 


Servant. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLIIL 


of the French Artifices to amuſe the 
Proteſtants of the Church of En- 
gland, while they carried on their 
Deſions. 


-M ly Lord, 


\Ulrſuant to my Reſolutions i in the cloſe 

of my laſt Letter, -without I recei- 

ved a Countermand from your Lord(hip, 
which I have not, I am to acquaint you, 


what this . Court's Maxims were, and 


what Mcchods they. went upon, cither 
to make the. Proteſtants of the Church 
of England, helpful co their. Deſigns, or 
at Tealt tro, do them no differvice., and 
be no obſtruction to them therein. To 
the Clergy therefore and Gentry. of the 
forementioned. Church, whom they ima- 
gined there was any likelyhood to per-. 
vert, they were to alledge :moſt,, of the 
Game things as before, as Arguments .to. | 
perſwade and induce them to return to, 

the Boſom of their Church, , and would 


argue much frant the agrecment in ma- 
Dddz ny 
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ny things of both Religone 3 and were In- 
{tiructed.ſometimes not only tit to infinuate 
and then afhrm the King was actually Per- 
verted; but were moxeover impudently 
to aſſert, That ſuch and ſuch Biſhops, 
ſach and ſuch Eminent DoRors , (ſuch 
and ſuch Peers of the Realm, and ſuch 
and ſuch remarkable Gentlemen, for In- 
tereſis,Eftates,and exquilice Parts, ec. were 
to their knowledge, certainly and infal- 
libly fo too, tho' at preſent but covertly; 
and, That a greater part of their Church 
(whatcver they might ſuggeſt with them- 
{clves to the contrary ) than they were 
aware of, or was calily indeed to be 
imagined, were of the fame Sentiments z 
but that they were under a reſiraint, and 
durſt not declare themſelves to be ſuch, 
for fear of the Mobile, and of the Preſ- 
byterians, other Sectaries and Republican 
Parties, which like ſo many evil Spirits, 
prefided over thoſe Savage kind of Ani- 
mals, and ttirred them as they pleaſed 
themlclves, againſt their Supecriors. 


But to thoſe, My Lord, whom they 
found to be of the more ivflexible ſort, 
they were inſtructed to make uſe of great 
Flatterics and Complements, and to ac- 
quaint them, that they had a great deal 
of reaſon to love the Roman Catholicks, 
as the Roman Catholicks had to do fo 


by 


er Des racks OE. 


4 
bo 
A 
Xx 


Warr Ve 


TY 6 "a. 
VR Gn” 


OY Re NET 


of WHITE-HATLT. 
by them ; for that they had had for a 


Jong time the ſame Common Encmies 3 
had ſuffered much with them corointly for 
the fame Royal Cauſe. in | the late Re- 
bellions ; that their Adverſaries were nu- 
merous enough to require - their united 
Power and Strength againſt thems and 
that their inbtilty was no leſs to be 
dreaded by them, whoſe etfeQs could not 
be warded ' off without ſuch a double 
Force ; that there was much more dan- 
ger to the Church and State of England, 
and to the Vonarchical Government, now 
from the SeRtaries, than from their Church ; 
for it was plain to any one that was but 
willing to ſee, That it was now no more 
the Roman Catholicks Interett, fince they 
were out of all hopes of being the pre- 
dominant Religion in the Kingdom, to 
2& againſt the Church or State .of En- 
gland, under whom they had ſuch mild 


Treatment, but much rather to join and 


fall in with them againſt the Secaries 
and Common=-wealth's-men, under whom 
they could never expect any thing but 
utmoſt Rigeur and Cruelty z That it be- 
ing impctiible” for them alone to ſupport 
and maintain themſelves in England againſt 
lo great a number of SeCtaries, as were 
with the greateli inveteracy imaginab'e 
animated againlt them, without the |Pro- 
tection of the Church of England,? and 
Ddd 3 the 
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the Monarchy, tho' but by way of Con- 
nivences It was therefore ſo much their 
Concern and real Intereſt, to Pray for 
and endeavour after the Proſperity: of 
both Parties, tho? different in Per{wafion, 
that they had no reaſon to fear any thing 
from them, nor be alarm'd at the Con- 
verſions they had happened to make , 
which were ſo few and inconliderable, 
as never to be able to do them hurt, 
had it been ſo deligned, as it was not ; 
That there was no danger neither from 
the. French King's Friendſhip os cloſe Al- 
liance with their King, it being the only 
Foreign Security, . as matters then ſtood, 
that he could have againſt the intriegues 
and power of the United. Provinces.z who 
not only . ruined their. Commetrce by Sea, 
but were the only People that buoyed up 
and ſupported .the SeQtaries and Repub- 
lican Party, and harboured and : abetted all 
Deſigns. both - againſt the Church and 
State of England under the then Monar- 
chy; it being their inſeparable Intercſ 
in all things to thwart -the Engliſh, al- 
molt . in- every particulax they valued 
themſelves upon in the preſent Eſiabliſh- 
ment ; Whereas, there was no. exception to 
be made, but that it was his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majefty's undoubted , Advantage and fix- 
ed Intereſt to cultivate by all good Ofh- 
ces the (aid Friend(hip and Alliance, and 
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to avoid by all manner of means any 
Rupture or Miſ-intelligence with England, 
and to oppoſe above all things, the 
change of our Monarchy into a Repu- 
blick. 


In the laſt place, continued they, Whereas, 
there had been for ſome time Reports 
ſpread not only of the Duke's, but the 
King himſelf's being of their Perſwaſion, 
they were to give out to this ſort of 
Men , that that was only a ſuſpicion , 
and, as they really believed, ill-grounded 
enoughz for tho* they had reafon to 
wiſh them, and all Mankind elſe, of 
their Opinion in that caſe z yet they had 
no ſuch reaſon to think them ſo; but 
that the King's having ſhewed ſome fa- 
vour to them upon the ſcore of their 
Sufferings for, and Fidelity to his Father 
and himſelf, and out of reſpe& to the 
Moſt Chriftian King with whom he was 
ſo cloſely All”d, for his better ſupport 
and eltabliſhment againſt the enemies of 
Monarchical Government, was the only 
grounds People had had for ſuch Ru- 
mours, which were induftriouſly foment- 
ed only by the Authors of the former 
Fears and Jealoufies againlt his Father, 
in order to get an opportunity thereby 
once more to deſtroy the Regal Govern- 
ment: And, that they made this noiſe 
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indeed again{t Popery, but levelled it only 
at Epiſcopal and Kingly Government, 
not at ſuch contemptible Adverſaries as 
the Roman Catholicks were- at - that 
time of day. Then as for the Duke, 
they were to aihim, They thought and 
had rcaſon to bcheve, he was no more 
a Catholick than the King; but that 
being a Prince of an high. and inflex- 
ible Spirit, and Hcir preſumptive to the 
Royal Diadem, dildained to be compel- 
led by any Subyccis, either to take an Oath, 
or givc ary account of his Religion, on- 
ly to gratitze their Humonurs and Fancics 
and choſe rather to forbear acting in 
any publics Employment : But, that for 
their part, as he had nut yet declared 
againii the Church of England, fo he 
had as yct made no profcetſion cf the 
Roman Catholick Religion as they knew 
= but took care to keep himlelf as 

uch reſcrvcd towards them, as towards 
theſ of the I'rotcfiant Perfwation, 


By ſuc' fort of Sophiliry and cunning 
Artitices, theſe French Incendiaries were in- 
ſtrumcn'al iO cudcavour to Keep up the Stiff 
Clarch Pariy in a perpetu:il Animotity 
againſt the Protcti.mt Difſfcnters - and 
Dutch Par:y, a> bath of a Party; and to 
ftir up tie Guycrnment to hide {till with 
he French Inicarclt againtt the poweg 
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and growth of the one, and provide 
with ſeverity againſt the PradGices of the 
other, in order to exaſperate as much as 
poſſibly they could, the Spirits of both 
Parties againjt the ather, and widen the 
Breaches beyond all poſſibility of reſto- 
ring them again. Which how well they 
have already cffected,is but too well known, 
and no lels forcly felt in the Bowels of 
the Kingdom for me to take upon me 
to Deſcant upan; and therefore I ſhall 
forbear, and only ſubſcribe my (elf, 


My Lord, 
Paris, Mar, 28. 
1652, Tour Lordſhip's 
Moſt bumble Servant 


to Command. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLIV. 


Of the French Intrigues to raiſe 
4 good Opinion in the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters of England, of the 
French King's Proceedings, and 
to Calummite their own Kjng. 


My Lord, 


Am come to the laſt Body of Men 

within the Kingdom, whom this 
Court, by fuch like Engines as I for- 
merly mentioned, has endeavoured to 
manage for to ſerve their own turn, 
to the Kingdom's diſadvantage, and they 
are the Proteſtant Diſſenters, but they 
were neceſſitated, to give the leſs um- 
brage, to change their ſhapes and form 
of expreſſion to thoſe. of that Party 
whom they had the deſign upon, and 
to whom they cloſely and warmly re- 
monſirated ; That they had no occaſion 
to be jealous of the Proceedings of France, 
and be animated ſo fiercely againſt King 


Lexis, it they would but once confider, 
the 
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the great Liberty and Priviledges which 
their Proteſtant Brethren enjoy'd in the 
French Dominions 3 'their former aſfiſting 
the oppreſſed Proteſtant Dutch, and ' other 
Protettant States, againſt the Bloody In- 
quititors, and Unchriftian Inquiſition z the 
ſevere Perſecutions of the Houſe of Aw- 
ftria, the frequent differences of France 
with 'the Court of Rome, and the lit- 
tle power the Pope was allowed in the 
Gallican Church, no more than what was 
Titular 3 and that it theſe things ' were 
but duly weighed, it might be more than 
preſumed, the preſent French King would 
little concern himſelf, or any way in- 
termeddle with Religious Conteſts in 
England : But that whatever opinion they 
might have of that Neighbouring King 
to his diſadvantage, which yet did but 
little affte& or concern him, they had on 
the contrary much occaſion to look a+ 
bout them at home;z and to that end, 
theſe Emiffaries were to promote, tooth 
and nail, the belief of the King and 
Duke's - being both Papiſts ; but parti- 
cularly to afhrm, that the Duke was 
molt certainly of that Religion, and at 
the ſame time to diſcover aſſured Evi- 
dences - of: itz as allo of the Mea- 
ſures con@rted ito bring in both 
Popery and Arbitrary Power , and really 
to . detect ſome Mealures, which them- 
| ſelves 
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ſelyes had as yet but only projected, 
or at leaſt but propoſed, and that too 
but to the Duke only, as if they had 
been fully conſented to, and begun 
underhand to be put in practice ; And 
having once well imprelt this, they were 
to cxapgerate the greatneſs and <iminen=- 
cy of the danger, tte more to alarm 


them ; and flily to infinuate, that an- 


Accommodation was Tranſating be- 
twcen the two Churches of Kome and 
England; and a ti:ouſaud other Artihi- 
CCS they us'd betides, to animate each 
Party againlt the other, too tedious for 
your Lordſhip to ul or me to re- 
late z neither need Þ tell you how they tra- 
verſed one another's dchyns, only I mult 
Note, Sir Koger LUEſtrange, and almoli 
all the Writers for that fide, under a 
pretence of fcrving, the Church of Eng- 
land, and the Monarchy, and ſome al- 
{o of the other Party, though unknown to 
themſelves, were and are til] but the unhap- 
py. Tools and Intiruments cf French Jctuits 
and Machiavillian , Emiſſaries z who were 
the main Conjurers , that 'by undiico- 
vercd Spclis have raiſed up thoſe Devils of 
Diicord , that under the Names of 
Whigs, Torics, aud Trimmers, have 
{ſo much diliurbed our Native Country , 
and the LORD knoweth where it will 
fcxyminite. I am glad to hear your 
Lordihip 
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Lordſhip hath ſo well exerted the Cau- 
tion and Prudence inherent in your Fa- 
mily in theſe times of difficulty, and 


may it be fo ſiill, whi 


delire of, 


Paris, April 8. 


ch is the hearty 


1682, N,S, Tour Lordſhip's 
moſt Humble 
and moſt Obedient 
Servant. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLV. 
Of the Duke of York's being drawn 
into 4 cloſe Correſpondence with 
the French' Court , with an 


Account of his Penſion from 
thence. 


My Lord, 


Cannot think your Lordſhip will fo 
EK much admire, that the Duke ſhould 
ſuffer himſelf to engage into a cloſe Cor- 
reſpondence with the French ' Court, yea, 
and to cnter into a ſeparate Treaty 
with them, when other things more un- 
likely, have been made par als enough, 


ſo as not to be contradicted: I cannot tell 
at preſent whether there be any other par- 
ticulars of this ſame Treaty, than what 
has come within my Cognizance z but 
ſo much as has, as I hope it will be 
acceptable, I as freely communicate, and 
was in ſ\ibſtance as followeth. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, The Dake was engaged to ftick 
cloſe to his Alliance with France, decli- 
ning all Treaties with thoſe of the Houſe 
of Axſtria, and even with the Pope him- 
ſelf, without the French King's Privity and 
Approbation. | 


Secondly, To oppofe to the utmoſt of 
his Power, the King his Brother, from 
engaging in any War for the Confede- 
rates. 


Thirdly, To joyn with him, the French 
King, in making a firong Effort to draw 
in, if poſſible, the Prince of Orange to 
embrace a ſeparate Intereſt from that of 
the States of Holland; and if not, to 
come over to the Roman Religion, at 
leaſt to enter into a ſeparate Treaty 
with the Kingdoms of France and Eng- 
land, under a pretence of laying a ſure 
foundation for his own future Great- 
neſs, anA eſtabliſh it on both tides the 
Sex by the ſuppreſſion of all Factions 
which now diſturbed his Uncle, and 
might afterward diſturb him; and in 
caſe he proved ſtill obſtinate, to fecond 
him in all Methods that might be uſed 
to hinder his Succeſſion to the Crown! 
of England, by hindring any Match that 
tight be propoſed between the ney 
an 
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and the Princeſs Maryz and that he 
ſhould for that purpoſe keep off Matching 
either of his Two Daughtcrs upon ſeve: 
ral pretences to gain time till a fit 
junfure might come, when Matches might 
be accompliſhed for them both, with French 
Princes, or ſome other Princes in that 
Intereſt, viz. the eldelt to the Damphin, 
and the younger to the Duke of Say , 
or a Prince of the Houſes of Conde or 
Corti, oc to the Duke of Modena. 


Fourthly, That the Duke ſhould do his 
utmoſi to have the Government of his 
Children himfelf, and to have them Tu- 
tored, if poſſible, in his own Religion 
and if they were obſtinate, in cale he 
ſhould fail of other IWlue, then they 
would have had. him to exclude them, 
and Adopt the Duke of Chartres for his 
Heir, (but this was only propoſcd) and 
Intail the Crown thence forward to 
Heirs Male only, and to have the Sa- 
lique Law Etiabliſhcd in Englartf, as well 
as in France ; but and it he ſhould not 
be powerful enough to hinder a Match 
with the Prince of Orange, or (one other 
Proteſtant Prince, (but of the former 
they were molt jealuus,) then to concur 
with them to cut him off z but this 
point would not be formally afſented to 
neither. | 

But 
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But all Points propoſed were on his 
part cafily aflented to; As doing his 
utmoſt for the propzgation of the Ca- 
tholick Religion, purſuing Mczafures con- 
certed' for dividing of Proteftants, un- 
dermining of Parliaments, and putting 
forward Arbitrary Counſels without re- 
ſerve, and particularly to raiſe Arms in 
Scotland and Ireland, and call in French 
Forces, in cafe the King ſhould at any 
time, by any Motives whatfoeyver , be 
influenced to a> to the French King's 
prejudice. 


Laſtly, The Duke was to take care, 
That no Popiſh Clergy or Layety ſhonld 
be imploy'd by him , but ſach as were 
in the French Intereſts, and truſt his 
main Secrets with rione bunt ſuch as 
were French-born Jeſuits z on which 
Conditions he was to have a confide- 
rable Annuity of Six hundred thouſand 
Crowns, and extraordinary Sums when 
neceſſary, and the circumftances of things 
did require to carry on any of the fore- 
mentioned Points, even to what he pleaſed 


himſelf to demand. | 


So all things being thus concluded, 
he received in hand, Three hundred thou- 
ſand Crowns of his Annuity , and Six 
Eee hun- 
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hundred thouſand Crowns extraordinary 5 
and Jcewiih Barkers were accordingly 
imployed to tran{mit the Money to him 
from time to timez Beſides all which, 
the French King's Confcflor promiſed him 
a private Contribution trom the Clergy, 
and others undcr his influence, of fix 
hundred thouſand Crowns more. But 
notwithſtanding all theſe mighty pro- 
milfcs, and 0t:1:r more magnihcent ones, 
That he ſhould not want five or fix 
Millions of Livres at any time, to bring 
a delipn to perfection when once he had 
made a progreſs ; their Notes ſay, That 
private directions were given to feed him 
only with ſuch mean pittances as would 
but ju enable him to keep himſelf up, 
and perſuade him fill to go on, to per- 
plex matters, or Broviller les Cartes as they 
term it, raile and exaſperate FaQtions and 
Parties; but never to proceed fo far as 
totally to ſuppreſs any, leſt he ſhould 
make himſclf too much Maſter, and by 
that means be able to ſct up for him- 
fclf, without their further Aid and Con- 
currence, or have any Moncy to ſpare 
and Jay up for his own uſe, or to im- 
ploy in private Cabals againſt them 


The fame Method they uſed. My Lord, 
with molt of their other Penſioners a- 
morg, the Engliſh Popith Party z but to 
al 
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all their other Inſtruments, they were 
moſt liberal and punGQual, till ſuch time 
as they had no further uſe of them, and 
had a mind ;to [turn -them ;off, and. pro- 
voke them, as we have faid, to uſe their 
Talents on, a contrary fide;.. Pardon, 1 
beſcech, your Lordſhip, my prolixity, and 
interpret it for a willingneſs to ſerve 
you, as it really is, in him, who is, 


Paris, Fan. 28, My Lord, 
1680. N.S. | Les 
Tour moſt humble 
and moſt devoted 


Servant. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XEVI. 


Cf the D »rchefs of York's being gain. 
ca etroch to th; French Triereſts : : 
FVith au Atcaunt of the , Propoſals 
_u alſented to. 


My Lord, 


Aving gained the Duke over into their 
laterclits, fo far as to aflent to the 
performance zimott of every Propoſal 
to him on their part, as | have in my laſt 
fect forth at large to your Lordſhip; The 
ext tiep was to bring in the Dutcheſs, 
his Conſort, row into the ſame or worſe 
Nootfe, who bcing an adopted Daughter 
of Fr2xce, and of the Feminine Gender, 
chcy found no hard Task to effect ; and 
aiftcr fome Tanipering, they at laſt pre- 
vailed fo fur, 2s to priurde. her.ta dif- 
cover to them from time to time, her 
Fiusbang's greatelt Secrets, and would 
never Jet him 1ctt, but be inceſſantly 


ecazing him till ſhe had extorted all that 
w2s waoitn knowing or communication 
ixom hHimsg not to fail to tranſmit unto 


them an account from time to time of the 
Money the- Duke received from them, 
how 
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how he {ſpent it; to uſe all che infla- 
ence {he had over him, to perform with 
utmoſt exaQunels all-the points of his 
Agrecment.. with them ; bat more perti- 
cularly that; part which iclated , to the 
Duke's Daughters z, avd finally,. to ſecond 
effeually the means which they. ſhould 
preſcribe her - at any time, about giving 
an Tralian Fig to the King, cithes of the 
two Princefſes, or all of them, if it were 
though requitite, as the cauſc of Religh 
on, her own main Intereſt of {:curipg the 
Engliſh Throne in the Succethon of it to her 
Husband and her own Ifſue,ſhould necetiari- 
ly require, without concerning the wes ner 
Husband at all in the faid Intrigue ; In con- 
i1deration of her compliance wherein, ſhe 
was likewife to have an Annuity atlign- 
cd her, but the definite Sum 1s not men- 
tioned 5 and whether fhe had Sons or 
Daughters to live, ſhe, as far as lay in 
her power to promote it, was to affent 
to have them Match'd to the moſt ap- 
parent of the Royal Family of France, if 
there were any ſuch for them; or info 
ſuch other Princely Famijics 25 were 
moſt ſuitable for them in the Judg- 
ment of his Mott Chriſtian Majetity 53 who 
did oblige himſelf to take a Paternil 
care of them, and would ever keep his 
Royal Word by the exaQteſt Perfor- 
mance, I do not queiiion but theſe things 
Eee 3 AIC 
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are 2 Trouble to your' Lordſhip ; tho' I 
am apt to*perſuade my (elf, you would 
not willingly be without the perfeQeſt 
Intelligence of themi that you can get, 
wherein '| have' had the Honour, and 
ſhall! always think 'my' ſelf happy to 
ſerve you in any the leaft degree, and 
am proud of the opportunity * to abicribs 
my (elf once more -. 


Paris, Jan. 12, 
| 4 9550, My Lord, 


Yowr Lordſhip's 
Moft Humble 
and Moſt Obedient 


Servant. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLVIL. 


Containing a general Account of Par- 
ties engaged in French Intereſts, and 
of their Deſigns ; but more parti= 
cularly of one Kelly 4 Prieſt, &c. 


My Lord, 

Our Lordſhip will not now wonder, 
when ſuch as I have mentioned in 

ſome of my late Letters, have plung'd 
themſelves ſo deeply in French Sudds , 
that others ſhould be fo cafily drawn into 
their Intereſts; I am to acquaint you 
thercfore, That this Coart had , accor- 
ding to their ProjcAion, gain'd the moſt 
conſiderable Roman Cathdlicks in the 
Three Kingdoms, by fair and ſpecious 
Pretences, to comply even to every thing 
they defired of them ; as thinking King 
Lewis to be a moſt Generous Prince, that 
had no By-ends in it, but as he was 
molt able, was moſt willing to promote the 
propagation of that Religion, and the re- 
inſtating their King in a condition to 
Prote& them, out of a pure piece of Ho- 
nour and Zeal for the Catholick Faith , 
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as they were wont to Word ic; who 
therefore moſt willingly entred into @ 
Correſpondence with his Agents and E- 
miſfaricsz and ſome of them took Pen- 
fions, but I cannot give your Lord(hip 
a Lift of their Names at this junQure 3 
but molt of that Kidney actcd freely, in 
uling all the endeavours they pciſibly 
could, to induce both King, Duke, &&«c. 
to a compliance with them 1n all things 
they had inſtructions to move to them 
ani] f(ollicit for z as they had Jong done 
themftclves in the points I have already 
mentioned to your Lordſhip, end which 
| ne<d not repeat: But tho they de- 
hpned, it cither one or both of the Roy- 
al Brothers ſhould diſoblize them too 
nych, c{pecially the king, or that any 
j:11<Fure of things, or grand conveniency 
of theirs, ſhouid pceriuade, to proceed 
ro fore berbaxuus Extremity againſt the 


Perions of one. os both of them; yer 


tcy thought not good to trult any Breiſp 
Paplits with any thing {o black, no not 
{o much as their Jciuits, but cook par- 
ticular heed to 1elcrve thiſe Myſteries 
to anvther Cabal, having provided for 


that a Fwnddo of Foreigners and Jriſh for 


tae taking ct the King, it things came 
to that extremity: And as for the Duke, 
they leemed not much afraid of him, and 
therefore made no ſuch exaRt proviſion, 

but 
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| but they knew of ſome two or three 


deſperate Fanaticks, whom they had in 
reſerve for that purpoſe, and they were 
of the Scorch Nation; but if the King 
alone was to be taken off, then the 
Dutcheſs's Cabal in conjunction with that 
of Portſmouth, were to engage in it ; but 
it things came to that extremity, as that 
both Brothers were to be removed, then 
Portſmouth's Gang was only to be im- 
ployed, without the concern or privity 
of the other. And this laſt Cabal of 
Portſmouth's was compoſed of French and 
Iriſh Jeſuits, and Jeſuited Popiſh Bi- 
gots. 


But among them there was a certain Prieſt 
named Kelly, who was a long time Ban- 
ker to the Cabal, and is fill I believe, on 
this fide the Water, and coming to hear 
by the Correſpondence he held with his 
Complotters in England, there were ſome 
who ſcrupled ſuch Undertakings ; he went 
Over, ſaying, He would procure enough 
to do either of the Works if occaſion 
were. I had once a Bill npon him for 
a Friend of mine, and then 1 remember 
he railcd mightily againſt both King and 
Duke, and faid they were both Knaves, 
Fools and Cowards, for that having for- 
faken the French Interelt, they would be 
Ruined, and ſee all their Kingdoms quickly 

in 
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in Flames ; That it was an cafie matter for 
the King of France to do it; That it 
would very quickly be effected, and be a 
moſt laudabi- Acionz and woul4, he 
hoped, end in the total ſubjecion of the 
Three Kingdoms to the French King's 
Power, which he heartily wilhed for his 
poor Country's fake, ſo tyrannized over 
by -Hereticksz with. abundance more of 
ſuch Stuff ; but | kn:w not then he was 
ſo deeply concerned as afterward, when |] 
found his name for an Undertaker in 
Portſmouth's Cabal 3 one Father Patrick alſo 
who uſed often to go and come, and was 
wont to conceal his Intriguing under a pe- 
culiar appearance, was another of the ſame 
Cabal, with two or three French Men, 
whoſe Names | have not at preſent. Your 
Lordſhip will pardon this imperfect Ac- 
count, and judge favourably of his Endea- 
vours, who delires nothing more than to 
gratific your Expectation, who am, 


My Lord , 
Paris, Jan. 19. 
1650, N. S. Tour Hnour's moſt Humble 


and Devoted Servant, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLVII. 


Of the Private Treaty between Kin 
' Charles the Second, and the French 


Kzne. Anno 1576 


My Lord, 

Have already upon two ſeveral occa- 

fions obſerved "to Your ' Lordſhip, 
how the Duke and Dutcheſs were drawn 
into private” Correſpondences with the 
French Court, which when they had 
once happily effeRted,' and by them and 
ſome others, already in their Intereſts, 
(whereof I have mentioned ſoome) drawn 
in, many more both Courtiers and 0+ 
thers; they proceeded, being thus ſo con- 
fiderably re-inforced, to hedge in the 
King himſelf; 'and it was high” 'time, 
for they had now a greater Jealoulie 
thin ever, of the Match with. the Prince 
of Orange, tho' he were not yet come 
over into England to that” purpoſe 3 and 
ſo far they did prevail, that he did ob- 
lige himſelf to do all he could to ob- 
ſerve till a partial Neutrality with them: 
Ws | Then 
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Then they propoſed his hindring the 
Match with the Prince of Orange, unleſs 
he could* be drawn into a ſeparate Trea- 
ty with the two Kings, and delay at 
all Matching of the Princeſſes till a general 
Peace, and to reſerve the Eldeſt for the 
Dauphin ; tho' in the mean while they pro- 
miſed the Duke of Bavaria the ſame ad- 
vantage for his Daughter , the better to 
keep him in a Neutrality with them 
during the then War with the Confede- 
rates, but never intended it with the 
Hhtter, if they could have cffeced it with 
our Princeſs; But in that, the King 
told them, Thece might be difhculties 
inſuperable, and f3 could promiſe them 
nothing but his Endeavours, which by 
xealon the Parliament and People were 
much out of Humour, upon the. Duke's late 
Match would require much Money ; be- 
cauſe now for him to go about to 
croſs them afreſh, in obſtructing, or fo 
much as delaying ſuch a Match, the pro- 
poſal whereof was already ſo much 
known to his People, and found to be 
fo much defired by them, as the only 
remedy they imagined they had Ictt them 
again} the feared miſchief of the other, 
would. hinder thei perhaps from grant- 
ing him ſuch Supplics as he might o- 
therwiſe expect of them: unleſs his Mofi 
Chriſtian . Majefly obliged himſclf to 
| {upply 


TT—— OC I TR I IRR 


of WHITE-HALL, 


ſupply him with Money enough to need 
chem nat, or at leaft to buy Votes, and to 
ftop clamorous Mouths ; but as for that 
Motion of theirs about committing the 
Childrce to the Duke's Care and Tu- 
corage, tho' they were feconded in it 
by the Duke himſcYf with all the im- 
portunity imaginable, yet he abfolutely 
denied them ; ſaying, They were his 
Children, or rather the. Nation's, and 
riot the Duke's, eſpecially now he had 
Mztched ſo much againſt the: Nation's 
liking z avd that coulg he have: be- 
lieved the Peopte of Englan& would 
have  raken fo mach Allarm at that 
Marriage, he fſhoald have taken caxe to 
have” ftopped it in time; But thar ha- 
ving let one Fault paſs, to admit another 
much worſe, was a thing he doubted 
not but would caufe fuch Earthquakes 


as he was reſolve nor to run the 


riſque of, therefare ſhould not do its 
fo that Article-'was wholly laid afide, 
and" the Treaty coriduded without , by 
which the French King was to pay ours 
an Annuity of Twelve hundred thoufand 
Crowns, whereof Six huudred thoufand 
m hand, beſides a Donative of a like 
Surti at the ſame time for Extraordi- 
narics, and if any occaſion ſhout4 hap- 
pen by crofnefs of Parliaments, Rebe 

lion, or otherwiſe, that ſhould reafo- 
nably 
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nably require ſo much, then he -was. 
promiſed to have it augmented to, 
twelve Millions of Livres whilſt ſuch 
Troubles ſhould laſt, tho* this latter 
part they never intended, but gave: or- 
ders he ſhould be excated only with a 
Bit now and then, as was the Duke 
his Brother z only if a Civil War ſhould 
happen, they were to feed it on, both, 
ſides, till it were fit to pour, in French 
Forces among them, &c. Yet I have 
obſerved, during my abode in this 
Station, that there was a Fund of Twen-. 
ty Millions of Livres defigned for our 
three Kingdoms, whereof ſometimes they 
gave, largely to the King and Duke 
his Brother, and flenderly to che ſe- 
yeral - Factions, only to keep them in 
heart z and ſometimes again largely to 
them , and little or none to the King 
and Duke, to make the former Luſiy, 
and Mettleſome to kick and keep the 
others Low, that being in a crowing 
condition, they might comply with 
them. Of thoſe Sums, there has go 

fome years Four, ſometimes Six , and 
ſometimes Eight Millions to Scotland 
and Ireland ; but to the King and Duke, 
there never went more than than [ 
have mentioned, and that but the firſt 
Year - neither ; all the reſt went to the 
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other Courtiers, and to the ſeveral 
Factions ,, who of late have had moſ 
of it. 


In this Treaty, which was concluded 
by a private Agent, as were the others, 
there was a Clauſe incerted, which gave 
the King leave, if too much preſs'd up- 
on, to pretend as if he would ide 
with the Confederates againſt France, and 
to get Money of them, as alſo of his 
Parliament on that accounts but yet 
he was by no means - to Declare, but 
to get an Army and Revenue ſettled 
for ſome time, ſuch as was ſuppoſed 


to be the duration of the War, and 


then to uſe both the one and the ©- 
ther to fettle his Prerogative-Royal , 
and make himſelf Abſolute, &c. I can- 
not, My Lord, without ſome Relucancy; 
think of ſeveral Paſſages in this Epi- 
file, and particularly, that a King who 
above Twenty Years had had the 
greatcſt opportunity of any of his Pre- 
deceſſors to make himſelf great both 
at Home and abxoad, fhonld fall 
to ſo abject a State, as to become a 
French Penſioner, which without the ad- 
dition of any other Crime, is more 
than enough eternally to blaſt the Me- 
mory of an Engliſþ Monarch z but 1 know 

wh this 
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this Subje& can be ungrateful to no one 
alive more than to your Lordſhip; and 
therefore I (ſhall forbear further inſiffing 
upon it, and remain, 


Pris, Jan. 27. 
1680, N. S. My Lord, 


Tonr Honomr"s 


to Serve and Obey. 


LETTER 


of, WHET-EH AEL. 
LETTER XLIX, 
Of K ing Charles 17 s Politick's upon his 
Entriug into the fore-mentioned pris 
vite ' Leagaue with France, as repre» 


ſented by the Freneh Court. 


My LORD, 

JT my laſt, your Lordſhip had the ſub- 

ſtance of the Private League entred into 
by our King, and this Court, it may not be 
now unworthy your curioſity to know the 
Cenſure they have paſt upon him in rela- 
tion ror that head; they have ſaid, they un- 
derſtqqd. well enough that what ever their 
Deſign yh in obtaining ſuch a point, 
that the;King, and: his Brother's too up- 
on them, was t9. draw as much Money out 
of them as they poſſibly could chereby, 
and yet not to venture too far on any of 
thoſe important and rickliſh Points propo- 
ſed, withour very large Summs, to ſecure 
every Step made forward, and that by ad- 
vance too; for that they. both concluded 
that the beſt and only way ro make the 
French ſtick cloſe ro them was, to be al- 
ways conſiderably before-hand with chem, 
not without reaſon, as they imagined, fea- 
ring, that if they were not ſtill before- 
hand, when they had engaged them in 
Difficulties, and ſaw them faſt; they would 
Aaaa leave 
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leave them in the lurch : Asifor the King, 
tho” they Knew hith to be no. mare a Papilt 
chan he was a Politician, yet he was of the 
Opinion, - if the: Popitſh Religion could be 
handfomly made-.predominant, it. might 
tuar: hetter with che Monarchy; yet having 
no Children-tp: fuggeed him, .that he was 
but careleſs in that point, and-his Brother 
only being concerned in that , matter, ' he 
moved only as he was ſputred on by his 
Ttmportunity, the Tempration of Moneyzthe 
Diffidence he had'of his People; and among 
others, the Fears he had either of having 
His days ſhorrned, ' or his 'Crown very 
much —_— by the Intrigues'of his 
Brother, or the French King; ſhouſtt he not 
keep fair and'hnmour them borh*in'fome 
collerable-meaſtire, fince he found himſelf 
ſo'far intangled in their ſnares : For'as for 
iis Nephew the Prince of Ora##e;' that he 
had no averſion for him, bae rather-an in- 
clinarion through Nature and'Poliey, and 
therefore was* of himſelf willing'enough 
the- March fhonld go on ; yet that he 
would have beer glad, if rhe Printe could 
have been drawn. over to the Frerth Inte- 
reft, for that then'he thought he would 
have compaſſcq' many defrrable'*Ends in 
one bulſinefs, '*and made' a very great ad- 
Yance to have faribfied all parties in the 
_ part of their ſeveral Pretenfions ; 

b=cauſe that then he ſuppoſed 'he could 
have latisfied the French King, in-bringing 
over 
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_over 2.Prince to his Intereſt ſo very capa- 


ble to;ferve him in that juncture of time ; 


"that he wauld,have fatisfied alſo thoſe of 


his own SubjeRts; who were well affeted 
to the Engliſh Monarchy, as he would have 
likewiſe our Trading Companies, by mar- 
rying our Princeſs to a Prince of the Pro- 


\teſftant Religion, whom he by ſeparating 


from the Intereſts of the States of Holland, 
and drawing'into a League with two great 
Kings, fouſl have put into a condition 
co epreſls. chat Republick, which was ſo 


ill a Newghbour to the Monarchy, ſo much 


our rival in Trade, and ſo great a fomen- 
ter of the Schiſms and Factions in England ; 
that thereby he ſhould have laid grounds 
to hope, that if ever he ſucceeded to thoſe 
Crowns, he might be able to ſubjeC&t the 
Belgick-tg the Fer Lions, and transfer the 
magazine of the. Riches of the World from 
the Netherlands into England; and that he 


thought co have ſatisfied the Duke, his Bro- 


ther,in a great meaſure, by fo lageſying his 
friend the French King, and likewiſe by de- 
preſlinga Republick fo well ſcituated and in- 
clined to abethis deadly Enemies,that in all 
appearance would way-lay hisSucceſlion to 
the Throne, and thereby cutting: off all 
occalion from that Male-content party, 
that continually fought occaſion to {tir up 


againſt him the old Devils of Fears and 


Jealouſies of Popery and Arbitrary Power. 
And that he thought to oblige the Prince 
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coo, by putting him into a method to be- 
come a Sovereign in time. And hftly, 
chat he was perſwaded, if the Prince com- 
plied with thoſe Methods, the Match could 
diſoblige no body, but the States of Ho!- 
land, and the fympathizing Fa&ions of the 
SeCtaries in England, 'and the Republicans, 
whom he thought inconfiderabke; but chat 
how defirous foever he was of ſuch a Com- 
pliance with France,as they defired,yet it was 
nor in his inclination ro break rhe Match, 
for that he having in reality a much grea- 
rer mind to the Alliance with the Prince 
of Orange, than ro that with the Dauphine, 
in which he did imagine he foreſaw un- 
furmountable Difhcutries,and fuch as might 
endanger, if not over-turn, his Throne, 
ruine his Brother, and the whok Royal 
Family, and at faſt make Great Britain but 
a French Province ; however that know- 
ing the Temper of the Duke, his Brother, 
and the vindicative humour of the French 
King,he was willing to feem alhmoft ak-com- 
plaiſant, and remporize for a while, where- 
by he might appeaſe them, and at the 
{ame time get what Money could be drawn 
from France, both for his own ſecurity 
and pleaſure; and wherr he had done thar, 
that he knew wheeling about and con- 
cluding theMarch, when they leaſt thought 
of it, or expected it would pleaſe his peo- 
ple again, tho' never fo unſariefied by che 
delay. thete, my Lord, are the Sentiments 

Or 
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of this Court, concerning him ; which, it 
true, in all points, I conceive they are more 
beholding co him, than many perſons in 
England are willing to believe of him ; bur 
I ſhall leave it to your Lordſhips profound 
Judgment, to revalve upon the particu- 
lars, and remain, 


My LORD, 
| Your Lordſhip's 
Paris, Feb. t. Moſt Humble and 
1680. N.S. 


Devoted Ser want 


Dy — 


LETTER L. 


Of the Duke of York's Politicks upon 
his entring into a cloſe Correſpondence 
with France, as the French Politicians 
repreſent them. 


My LORD, 


A S I have tranſmitted to-your Lordſhip 

the exaCteſt Particulars I could learn 
concerning the King's entring into a pri- 
vate Treaty with France, and in my laſt 
the Cenſure of this Court thereupon ; 1 
have alſo to the beſt of my remembrance 
given you likewiſe an Account of the 
Duke's being drawn into a cloſe Corre- 
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ſpondence with them ſome time before ; 
but whether ir were that the Miniſters on 
this fide conceived ſuch a Judgment of the 
King, as I have already related, and ſuch of 
the Duke, which I am Juſt abour to relate, I 
cannot pothirively determine ; bur thus it is 
they cenſure him, ſaying, Thar though he 
was ſo much a Bigot in Religion that he 
was totally averſe to the Aurangian Alliance, 
unleſs it could be reconciled to thoſe ends 
which he propoſed to himſelf thereby, and 
eſpecially abuur Replanting both the Popiſh 
Religion and Abſolute Power in the three 
Kingdoms, and incline rather to the March 
ſuggeſted with the Dauphine, with an in- 
rent the more fricndly ro oblige his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty ro aſfiſt him through all 
the difticultics he fore-ſaw he had to paſs ; 
yet he was not a little affraid, of the great 
Reliſtance he knew would neceſlarily bc 
made againſt fuch an Alliance, which many 
in England looked upon as We molt per- 
nicious that ever could befall their Nati- 
O11 ; being alſo of himſelf not a little jea- 
ous, that if once ſuch a Match between 
his Eldeſt Daughter and the Dauphine were 
concluded, fome fly praftiſes might be 
carricd on by the French Court, againſt the 
I:tJue he ſhould have by his now.Dutch- 
efs, in favour of that his Daughter mighr 
probably have by the Danphine; and there- 
tore that he was much more willing and 
deſirous, if ic might be compaſſed, thar a 
Match 
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Match might in time convenient be cqn- 
cluded, between his ſaid Daughter rarher 
and his Dutcheſſes Brother, the Duke of 
Modena, or ſome Italian Prince, of no 
power enough tg be apprehended to enter; 
tain any. fuch Deſigns ; and thar as much 
French 2s ſhe was, before, his Dutcheſs was 
now of the ſame Sentiments too, . bein 

married, and:in. hopes of a numerous It- 
ſue by the Duke. Theſe are all the Par- 
ticulars I have hitherto met with, in rela- 
tion to. the Duke and his-Dutcheſs's Senti- 
ments, and with which I conclude, who 


am, | 


My LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Paris, Feb. 14. Moſt Humble and 


1630. N. 8. 
| Devoted Servant. 


I IS _—_—— 
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LETTER LI. 

Of Coleman's Intelligence, and private 
Correſpondence with France, to the 
King and, Duke's Diſadvantage ; and 
his Motions and Pretences for Money. . © 


My LORD, Me 
Wi Lacquainied yourLordſhip-wich 
V . the Cenſure paſt by this Courr up- 
on the King and Duke's Sentiments,. iv 
| Aaaa 4 re- 
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reference ro their League and Correſpon- 
dencies with them, and eſpecially the bu- 
fineſs of the Match, I could neither deter- 
mine whether it were purely their own 
Suggeſtions, collected from the Circum- 
ſtances and natural Poſitions of things as 
they then ſtood, which I was inclined to, 
or to ſome ſecrer Information from ano- 
ther hand, bur now I find the latter to be 
trace; for whatever the King, Duke and 
Dutchelle's rrue Sentiments were, ſo they 
were repreſented under-hand by Coleman 
to the Funfo here, and by fome other ſelf- 
ended Confidents of theirs, of whom bur 
more particularly of Mr. Coleman 1 find it 
thus inſerted in our Minutes: That being 


entered into a Cloſe and ſeparate Corre- 


ſpondence of his own with this:Courrt, be- 
{ides that known to their Highnefles, whoſe 
Agent he was, he was therein to give 
them intelligence of all that was tranſact- 
ed at White-hall, and St. Fames's, that pol- 
ſibly he could, bur more eſpecially of the 
Comportment of. the King and the Duke, 
as to the Points agreed on between France 
and them ; as alfo of the Diſpoſition of all 
the FaCtions in England, and of the foreign 
Mmiſters, &c. to obliege himſelf ro make 
Parties to croſs his Maſter, the Duke, or 
the King, or both; in caſe cither, or both 
of them, ſhould go abour to deviate from 
the Meaſures preſcribed them by rhe French 
Court. © © | - od 
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T find, my Lord, he was beſides this a 
great Undertaker for Converſions, and 
Profelyting Men to Rome, or rather France ; 
and his Agreement with them was to 
have allowed him as an Annuity the 
Summe of Twenty Thoufind Crowns pun- 
Ctually to be paid, and for Extraordinaries, 
as ſhould be calculated, according to the 
emergency of the Occaſions : His Preten- 
ſes for Converſions were manifold, and ex- 
travagant enough in the relation of them; 
and did {lily at firſt infinuate, and when 
he had once broken the Ice, warmly ur- 
ged, that: whereas the Duke had very 
large Remittances made. him upon the ac- 
count of Converſions, wherein he was an 
Underfaker ; that it were more adviſable, 
for the fprure, to entruſt him with a mo- 
deratq Summe for that purpoſe, and there- 
by ſaye themſelves that deal which they muſt 
ſent to the Duke upon that Account, 
if they ſhould ſend any; and ſo moved 
them, entirely to wave that point with 
him, for that he could do much more in 
char nature, than the Duke could ever pre- 
rend to, becauſe more imperceptibly. 

He promiſed them likewiſe for the 
gaining of Members of Parliament over to 
their Intereſt, great and mighty things, 
and then diſcreetly infinuated thoſe things 
already ſpoken of, about the Deſigns of 
the King and Duke towards them, and 
thereupon adviſed them to cranſmir _ 
them 
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then: both only - but moderate Summes, 
and let him have:bur moderate ones, ac- 
cording to a private Man's fortune, and 
he would take effeftual care both to ma- 
nage them, and do their buſineſs in Eng- 
land more to purpoſe, than they would do 
without him. 

He alſo added, That to give the King 
and Duke great Summes, would be no o0- 
ther than to enable chem ro buy the Par- 
liament's Votes for themfelves, and not 
for the Intereſt of France, and to get ſuch 
ſtore of Money of them, that they would 
afterward take ſuch meaſures as they 
themſelves pleaſed, withour any regard 
to France, being ſure to pleaſe the People 
at any time whenever they were minded 
co go contrary to them ; and much mat- 
rer tO the ſame purpoſe, with which I ſhall 
no farther trouble your Lordſhip, but ſub- 
{cribe my ſelf, as I unfeignedly am, and 
cver ſhall be, | | 


My LORD, | 
Your moſt Obedient and 
Paris, Feb. 28. 


1680. N.S. Moſt Humble Servant. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LN. 


The Duke of York moves the French 
Court for Money, according to the pri- 
vate Agreement. 


My LORD, 


\ fy have heard what a Spoke Mr. Cole- 
mn Was pleaſed ro put in the King 
and even, the Duke, his dear Maſter's 
wheel, which they, poor Princes, know- 
ing nothing of,moved hard for the Summes 
promiſed by France: the Duke as ſuppoſing 
his Credit the better, being the forwarder 
of the Two, and whoſe Pretences .were, 
thar he had been forced to lay out by 
advance, the greateſt part of the Money 
already pay'd ro make Creatures for their 
mutual Intereſt, and future advantage, all 
ſuch Enterprizes being much more charg- 
able to begin, then to carry on, and per- 
feet ; that when Correſpondencies were 
begun they muſt be carried on, and thar 
ſtill by advance, if any thing of ſervice 
were expeCted, or hoped for. 

Thar he had a moſt difficult and uneaſy 
Task to deal with the King, his Brother's 
timerous and changeable Diſpoſition, and 
was, and had been at a very great Ex- 
pence to greaze Favourites of more Kinds 
then one, that might influence and per- 
{wade 
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ſwade him ro, ard hinder others that 
might difſwade him from what they in 
France did expe&t from him, or urged 
him to ; as alſo to appeaſe and quell Fne- 
mies on all ſides, which his late Match 
with their adopred Daughter, and change 
in Religion had ſtirred up violently a- 
gainſt him; and chat ro keep the King, his 
Brother, ſteddy in a favourable Neutrali- 
ty in regard to France, and yet at the ſame 
time either break off the Match quite with 
the Prince of Orenge,defer it ſo long as they 
defired, or negotiate a private Treaty with 
that Prince in their favour, and to their 
advantage, with that power and good cf- 
te deſirable, required, as they might well 
imagine, more than ordinary Summes of 
Money, and all ready, and in Specie too. 
But that if belides his ordinary Allow- 
ance, according to the Agreement, which 
he expected ſhould be punctually pay'd 
him every {ix months, he could but have 
a Summ of a Million of Crowns again 
ſeaſonably advanced him for Extraordi- 
naries, before the time of the next proro- 
gation of the Parliament were expired ; 
then he did believe he might bring mat- 
rers ſo to bear, by ſuch a Reinforcement, 
ſo as to be able to gain Votes enough 
even in the Parliament it {clf ro carry it a- 
gainſtall orhers, both-in reſpect to the Neu- 
rrality, and to the gaining their Conſent 
for deferring any Foreign Allyance, by 
way 
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way of Marriage of either of his Dqugh- 
ters, till a General Peace was concluded, 


and work very much with the Prince of 


Orange t00 to comply. with their defres, 
when he. ſhould ſee rhe Partiament' gave 
him no hopes otherwiſe of compaſſing his 
Aims ; or if nor, yet at leaſt he ſhonld. be 
able hereby to keep himſelf ſtill frongeſt 
in the Privy Council, and in the. Courr, 
where nothing ſhould betranſafed ro their 
diſadvantage. þ gps 
That both his own Friends and theirs 
had been ſo very ſucceſsful, and made ſuch 
wonderful progreſſes in Converſions of all 
forts and Ranks of People, as thar of ſuch 
and ſuch Peers of the Realm { 1 will not 
fay your Lordſhip was one named'among 
the reſt)luch and ſach Courtiers,and Mem- 
bers of Parliament, &c. that ſuch and fuch 
Biſhops, Eminent DoRors in Divinity, and 
other dignified Clergy, and ſuch and fach 
Gentlemen who were remarkable for. In- 
tereſt and Eſtates, or Eminent for exqui- 
fire Parts, though. they have learns here 
fince there was nothing more falſe, were 
either already converted, and quite brought 
over, or extraordinarily well inclined ; and 
that there was no doubt to be made of it, 
bur by an augmentation of abour 'four or 
five hundred thoufand Crowns more 'for 
the Cauſe and Intereſt of Keligion, rhey 
might be able fo ro diſpoſe of the-greater 
'and more noted- part of the Conforming 
Church 
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Church of England, which was the main 
of their Work, as to bring them: over ro 
their Religion ; yea, and even to declare 
for it, publickly too, as ſoon as they ſhould 
be freed from the Fears of the Engliſh Mo- 
bile, and of the Fanatical Sefaries, and 
ſee a General Peace concluded, and the 
King himſelf declare for ic, being back'd 
with ſo powerful a Prince as his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty was ; that however ma- 
ny of them were already brought over to 
the: French Intereſt againſt the Dutch, and 
many more might be fo, if timely Libera- 
liry were offered, with many other Alle- 
gations, ſet off with Coleman's uſual flou- 


riſhes on the behalf of his Maſter, though 


he had countermined all before, as I have 
already hinted : And laſtly, that he had 
once more attacked the King, his Brother, 
as to Religion, and that, with great hopes ; 
and that if he could have butMoney enough 
ro Carry on the Point with the Church 
of England, he queſtioned nor, but by thar 
time. a General Peace were negotiated, 
his Majeſty would be induced to declare 
r00, When beſides, ':is ſupport abroad from 
che Moſt Chriſtian: King, he ſhould ſee 
himſelf backt by almoſt all his Royaliſt, 
then numerous enough in the Nation, and 
ſo great, yea, more than a probability of 
anAccommodation berween the two Chur- 
Ches of Rome and England, and his POTEnT 
Brother of France then by the Peace at full 
liberty 
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Liberty ro lend him-all needful Help:' ' My 
Lord, you ſee- here what little Sincericy 
there was In all rheir mutual' Proceedings: 
May the' Reward be? ſuicable, is my: un- 
feigned *Wilſh'; as it has been already:to 
ſome” Bur——T1 am, © 1 
- 3 E-:1 


My LORD, © 
Your Lord(big's | 


| OP OR 
 Paru, Mer.9. Moſt "Humble ani 
1680. N.S. BP 
| . Devited Servant. 
1110 


—— 


LETTER'LU.. 


Of. King Charles vg s urging the French 
Court,:for his Rewttanees, according 
to the private Leagye between them. 


Af. LORD; 3 1htbc) 5 0 
Y-<E: have heard Whar preſſing. Inſtah- 
| ces Hiv'Highnefs has made for his 
Remittances, © according (ro Agreement; 
uragements he has 

borh tm Court and Parliament :' And now 
'vis fit_the' King fhoul@ pur in- his Plezar 
laſt ; which he did m this manner, as cheur 
Minutes repreſent” iy, ©! bet > 15 e008 


That 
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That for his part, he: had advanced ra- 
ther more than leſs Money than he had 
already received from them, for carrying 
on their Work ; and that, not to enume- 
rate many Particulars, he would obſerve 
ro them, that when he ſaw there was no 
other Probability of obliging his dear Bro- 
ther of France, in preſerving the Neutra- 
lity, ſo much deſired by him, but by Pro- 
roguing of his Parliament, which they 
knew well enough, was a tender Point : 
That yer not to be wanting to his Bro- 


.ther's Intereſts, and his own Engagements, 


he had adventured fo far, as even twice 
co Prorogue them ; and had withal ex- 
pended moſt. of his. own Moneys, in en- 
deavouring, if poſſible, againſt the next 
Mceting, or Scſlion. of . Parliament, to 
make a Party, ſo as to be able, in a Par- 
liamentary Way, to over-match his Ad- 
verſaries, and thoſe of the Moſt Chriſtian 
King, his Brother ; and not only that, bur 
ro be in a Condition to ſupport himſelf, 
during their Receſs, in the Figure: he 
ought, as King of England, to make, both 


at home, and abroad, for his own Advan- 


rage, as well as that of the Moſt Chri- 
ſtian King's; and ſo carry an. the Work 
of Mediation between him and the Con- 
federates, as his Brother of France would 
have ; as likewiſe, the delired Negotia- 
tions in Holland, to induce the Ptiince of 
Orange, to a Compliance, &c. 

That 
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That they could not but know he was 
much involved in Debts by the laſt War, 
in Conjunfion wich them, againſt Hol- 
land, and other extraordinary Occafi ns, 
by Troubles ariſing, and forhented chiefly 
by his adhering to his Brother of France's 
Intereſt ; and that he having Prorogued 
his Parliament upon his Accornt, and 
thereby pur himſelf under an abſolute Ne- 
cellity of being deprived of the Legal 
Athftance of his People; it was bur very 
reaſonable and juſt they ſhould advance 
ſuch a Sum as might enable him, not only 
further to gratihe His Moit Chriftian Ma- 
Jeſty's Deſires, but alſo ro ſatisfie in part 
his own extraordinary Neceſlities, and re- 
compence him for the Subſidies he milſs'd 
of thereby again and again from his own 
Subjects. | 

And Laſtly, He demanded, at leaſt, ſuch 
a Re-inforcement as he had before receiv= 
ed at the Conclufion of the Treaty wiih 
France, and that by way of Extraordina- 
rp, beſides bis Annuity punQually p.id : 
And of this: he expe&ted an exact Per- 
formance before the— , be- 
des another Advance at the Beginning 
of thar Seſſion ; that fo he might be able 
ro make his Party good againlt all Oppo- 
ſers at their next Meeting, or elſe Pro- 
rogue them, without fear of wanting Mo- 
ney during their Receſs : And did further 
inliſt, beſide fome other Propoſals nor 
Bvbdb worth 
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worth mentioning, upon his.having Five 
or Six Millions of Livres allowed him 
with all convenient Speed, towards the 
Payment of his Debts, and the Retriev- 
ing of his loſt Credit. The Succeſs of 
which Remonſtrances and Propoſals, both 
from the King and Duke, your Lordſhip 


may, perhaps, be informed of another 
time, by 


My LORD, 
| Your Honuur's 
Pars, Mar. 16, Moſt humbl 
1680. N. S. of wakcd 


devoted Servant. 


LETTER MT. 


Giving an Account, how far the French 
complied with the King and Duke's 
Remonltrances for Money ; and how the 


Jame was reſented by them. 


ATty LORD, 


Our Lordſhip may refreſh your Me- 

mory, by: calling to mind what I 
have fome time fince writ to you, COn- 
cerning the King, and his Brother the 
P2ukc's preting of this Court for the Re- 
mittances agreed on,' and what further 
Additions 
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Additions they wanted, for Negoriating 
of Buſinefſes then in Agitarion, with Cole- 
»an's Countermine to part of their De- 
11gns. 1 am now further to acquaint your 
Honour, that the fore-menctioned Impor- 
cunities, together with thoſe Cautions of 
Coleman, produced this Effect, thar they 
ſent about half as much Money as they 
had advanced at firſt ro each of them ; 
telling them at the ſame time, thar the 
Moſt Chritftian King's Conveniency would 
not admit of a larger Remiſe ar pre- 
ſent ; neither could he do it with that 
Privacy he would, bur by his Fews at 
Geneua ; ai.d therefore defired them ro 
make whar thitr they. could with that Pro- 
portion, till rhe Event of the Parliament 
was ſeen, whether it were Prorogued, 
Or no. 

Burt to the Duke they more particularly 
told, that it whar was then remitted would 
not ſerve turn, and that he wanted more, 
rather than baulk his Deftigns, he migac 
ventute hardily on the Moſt Chriltian 
King's Word, tv lay out of his own Store 
thar he ſhould certainly be re-paid again 
at the time mentioned, with an Over- 
plus : And that as for the Converſions he 
lpake of, they waved them ; ard faid, 
Father /a Chaiſe and that Society had pro- 
vided,now a Fund for that Work, wiih- 
out troubling them. 
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But to Coleman, not mentioning the 
Motion about Converſions, they only 
ſent a good Gratuity for the Prorogation 
before, and about the Sum of Twenty 
Thouſand Crowns Advance Extraordina- 
ry, in order to hire an Houſe, and to do 
other things, in order to the Corrupting 
of Parliament-men, e&c. If he ſaw like- 
lihood of it, he was to have OOO 
Crowns more, fur to try Events; if he 
ſucceeded, he was promiſed 0000 be- 
ſides ; and for a Prorogation when judged 
neceſlary, for ſo long as deſired, another 
very conſiderable Sum, not particularly 
mentioned, 

How far any of the fore-mentioned Per- 
ſons did proceed, by way of Compliance 
with this Court, I know no otherwiſe for 
the preſent than thus, (in general) thar 
they have noted the rwo Royal Brothers 
were a little diſheartned to ſee their Friends 
on this ſide ſo backward to ſupply them ; 
ut that however, coniidering the Plauli- 
bility of the French Excuſes, and their 
own preſling Neceſſities. but more eſpe- 
Cially the King's, they not only took what 
was ſent them, but refolved alſo to pro- 
ceed ro oblige the Meſſurs as much as 
they could, to the end they might induce 
them by Performances to ſend them more. 
The Effects of which dangerous Complai- 
{ance, to ſay no worſe of it, the. Nation 
has but roo much felt already ; and God 
knows 
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knows where it will terminate ; I am ſure, 
your Lordſhip cannot but think it bodes 
ill ; as does, 


My LORD, 


Paris, Tune 4. Your very Humble, and 
1680. N.S. 
meſt Obedient Servant. 


MD —_— —_— — 


LELITER @V. 


Of the Methods the Feſuites uſed to pro- 
mote Converſions in England, and 
how $t. Germain attempted Kinz 


Charles 17. W:th his Anſwer, &c. 


” My LORD, 


Need not tell your Lordſhip that Fa- 

ther St. Germain, a Jeſuite, and one cal- 
Iced out on purpoſe by the French King's 
Confeſlor, was the head Manager of Con- 
verſions (as they called rhem) and of their 
other wicked Detigns upon our Country 
under the covert of that ; and who having 
gained Coleman, now a fellow Domeſtick, 
into a cloſe Conkdence and Compliance 
with him, ſoon found means ro procure 
ſeveral other fit Complices, among the 
moſt conſiderable Orders and Parties of 
Men in the Kingdom, whether ſeated in, 
ar reſorting to the famous Metropolis: 
Bbbb 3 thereof ; 
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thereof; and the better ro draw in the 
Men, they were very induſtrious in ply- 
ing the Women of Quality moſt fit for 
intreague, to declare themſelves for their 
Church, and under that pretence to make 
ſo many Partizans for France as they could ; 
whoſe Grandeur chiefly they had in view, 
25 to the beſt of my remembrance I have 
noted once and again to your Lordfhip : 
And not thar of the Pope of Rome, or his 
Religion, which was only to ſerve for a 
Covert to the other, to the end their Pra- 
Ctices might nor be diſcovered, ar coun- 
termined by the other foreign Miniſters of 
that Communion. And ſo good ſucceſs 
they had in thoſe Jugling-proceedings, 
that it bred in them indeed too much 
confidence of their going through wich 
the reſt of their Work with the ſame eaſe, 
and fo made them guilty of the weaknel- 
ſes of an over-haſty bragging and betray- 
ing of the Secrets of their Meaſures, which 
in ſo jealous a Nation as England is, for a 
Jelſuite, and a French one too to do it, was 
a very great Error in Policy ; for Sr. Ger- 
main, and his Gang, having met with fuch 
ſucceſs in their work as they dreamed not 
of, they hence, after having made ſure of 
the Duke, cook the confidence to attempt 
the King himſelf, and were, as they ima- 
gined, heard. very favourably by him, ha- 
ving been often told by him inComplement, 
that he looked upon their Religion as = 
mo 
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moſt 'politick, and that they had really 
made him ſo much a Converr, as to think 
that the Proteſtant Religion produced but ill 
Subjets, &c. Bur finding for all this thar 
the effe&t was not anſwerable to the hope- 
ful and favourable incouragement, that he 
could not be brought aually to declare 
for them, they oftentimes railed at him 1n 
private in England, and when any of them 
came over hither occaſionally, the mildeſt 
Character they could give of him was, 
That he was a Prince that looked upon all 
Religion as a politick Cheat, to keep the 
World in awe, &c. bur this was after- 
wards ; for before upon fuch Comple- 
ments from the King, as aforeſaid, they 
were ſo over-Joy'd, that it did indeed 
make them indiſcreet -upon it, fo far as 
ro make it almoſt their common and or- 
dinary Diicourſe, not only to thoſe alrea- 
dy fixed in their Opinion, and that were 
of a ſtay'd and reſerved Temper, bur e- 
ven to new Converts, 2nd baulling talka- 
tive Women ; nay, and inferred it in their 
Letters too, both In-land and Foreign, that 
they had gained both Duke ard King to 
their Religion ; that they had fiſhed in the 
Britiſh Ocean with ſuch wonderful ſuc- 
ceſs, that they fiſhed now only for the 
greater Fiſh of all, leaving the ſmall Fry 
ro come of themſelves, having already 
catcht two Royal Fiſhes ( the Dolphin and 
Tung ) with many ſuch like Exprellions ; 
Bbbb 4 and 
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and jt was very ordinary with them in 
Conferences of Controverſies, when they 
ſaw other Arguments have little effect, to 
urge the Example of the King and Duke ; 
two ſuch wiſe Princes as they repreſented 
them, who knew and underſtood perfect- 
ly well the Principles of the Reformed Rehi- 
gion, and all the Arguments it was defen- 
{ble by, and yer had in a manner yeild- 
ed to the invincible force of the Truth, 
which appeared on their ſide; and had, 
ſaid they, againſt their Temporal Intereſts, 
ro the evident hazards of their Perſons and 
Dignittes, ro which they preferred the 
Welfare of their more precious Souls, em- 
braced the Roman Cathelick Opinions. Yea, 
Sr. Germain proceeded ſo far in this kind of 
vanity, that he was 1n a fair way to be ru- 
ined for ever ; but I have nor leifure at 
phis JunRure to vbſerve & your Lordſhip - 
the Paſſuges and Effects of that Condu&, 
bur muſt reier ir to my next, wherein I 
hope I ſhall not fail you, who am | 


My LORD, 
Paris, Fuly 17. ; 
£680. N. S. Your ever obliged, and 


moſt obedient Servant. 


LETTER 


of WHITE-HALL. 


LETTER LVI. 


St. Germain endeavouring to reclaim one 

 Lufancy fo the Church of Rome, 
whoſe Communion he had forſaken, uſed 
King Charles 77 s Turning Papilſt as 
an Argument ; which the other diſcc= 
vering, forced St. Germain to flee in- 
to France, where he was puniſhed for 
his Indiſcretion for a Time. 


My LORD, 


|| T was not without ſome Difhculty thar 
I have been able to perform the Promi- 
ſory Clauſe of my laſt Letter, in reference 
to Father St. Germain's unſeaſonable Words 
Concerning the King's Perverſion to the 
Romiſh Church ; who, among others, more. 
particularly repeated rhe ſaid Brags to a 
young Friar, then lately turned Proteſtant, 
in the Savoy. ( as I learnt afterward ; ) and 
whom, for what peculiar Reaſons I could 
never Come to know, he laboured with 
more than ordinary Application to reclaim 
back again from his pretended Hereſie, and 
at any rate to diſpatch him back into France. 
Thar ſame young Friar went by the Name 
of Luſancy; but St. Germain {aid, his true 
Name was Beau- Chateau ; and, it ſeems, 
had been Str. Germain's Scholar formerly, 
when Regent in the College af Clermorr, 

| in 
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1m this City ; and conſequently, knowing 
more of Str. Germain, than any other Man, 
perhaps, in England, It may be, the Fear 
of ſome Inconveniency to their Deſigns, 
by that Knowledge, and ſuch Diſcourſes 
as he might happen to have thereupon, 
was one Reaſon of the ſaid Father's fa 
great eagerneſs tro remove him our of the 
way. In fine, How, de fafo, and intruth, 
he managed the Bulineſs with him, I can- 
not afirm ; but certain it is, that Lsſancy 
pretended, that upon his deferring, as the 
other thought, a little roo much his full 
Compliance with his Defires, he offered 
him Violence ; and, with ſeveral Accom- 
plices, threatned to ſtab or piſtol him if 
he would nor ſign ſuch a Recantation as he 
prefented, and go along with thoſe he 
brought with him, in order to his imme- 
diate Tranſportation : And that upon Com- 
plaint thereof to the Parliament, then Sir- 
ting, by a noble Lord, to whom Luſancy 
applied himſelf, and whom I need nor 
name, I believe, to your Lordſhip, though 
perhaps you have never heard this Story 
before, in its full length, and by the Dil- 
covery of ſome other of their Practices, 
the faid Luſancy forced St. Germain to flee ; 
and was the Cauſe of ſome Stir againſt Po- 
piſh Prieſts and Emiſfaries at that time ; 
which were the Preludium to what fol- 
lowed afterwards, in the time of the late 
Conſpiracy imputed to the (aid Party. And 
no 
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no leſs certain it is on the other ſide, that 
St. Germain's Imprudence and ill ConduR, 
both in that and other things, was fo de- 
fenceleſs and inexcuſable, that he was a 
long time in ſome Diſgrace with the Duke 
and Dutcheſs, with Father /2 Chaiſe, and 
the whole Society of his Order ; ro whom 
he was forced, by a long and laborious 
Apology, to vindicare himſelf as well as he 
could ; particularly, abour the unhappy Af- 
fair of Luſancy, and his raſh and inconfſi- 
derate Speeches of rhe King and Duke of 
York, which he compiled wich much Arrti- 
fice and Eloquence ; and made me cloath 
it in the Engliſh Tongue, ro the end he 
might fatisfie his Friends of both Nations 
of his Innocence of thoſe foul Aſperſions 
caſt upon him, as he would have it : Yer 
he could never fo folidly refute what was 
ſo plainly objeted againſt him, bur that 
ſtill there remained Cauſes ſufficient 19 
ſuſpe&, thar the Aſſertions of ſuch as ac- 
culed him were not without ſome real 
Grounds. And indeed, though they were 
glad ro have the ſame paſs for a plautible 
Defence among Secular Perſons, for their 
common Reputation, upon which that ſub- 
rile Society ſo much value and eſteem them- 
ſelves; yer within their own Cloiſters they 
were fo little ſatisfied with his ſpecious 
Pleas, that they mulCted him, as they u- 
ſually do their own Members upon failure 
of Conduct, by ſending him to and _ 
an 
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and employing him in low and contempri- 
ble things, which only Funiors uſed to per- 
form ; and were a long time before they 
admitted him to any conſiderable Poſt a- 
gain ; though ar laſt, after ſufficient Morti- 
fication, upon his uninterrupted and vehe- 
ment Importuniries, to be reſtored again 
once more to their good Opinion ; and re- 
peated Promiſes to be more afſſiduous in 
their Service, and Careful of his Conduct 
tor the future, and becauſe he had been 
at firſt with Coleman, the chief Author of 
che Duke's being drawn into a cloſe and 
ſeparate Intrigue with the Court of France, 
by the Intervention of Father la Chaiſe, and 
knew beſt of any the Secrets and Myſtery 
of it, he was again intruſted ro manage 
the Continuation of that Correſpondence, 
by the means of Coleman, his old Friend's 
receiving all Letters from him, and tranſ- 
mitting all chaſe of Father /a Chaiſe and his 
Creatures in France, to Coleman and his Ma- 
ſter, and others with whom they had any 
Intrigue 1n Eng/and ; among whom was 
ane Lady G/2{cow, who reczived and dil- 
perſed molt of the Letters which were not 
incluſed in Coleman's Pacquet, and which 
were commonly numerous enough, direct- 
ed to her under fx or {even ſeveral Names, 
changing every time, or every other time 
at leait, the Name, and the Dire&tion. Of 
which Correſpondence I may, perhaps, be 
able to give your Lordſhip a fuller Account 
| | another 
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another rime ; preſuming this cannot but 
find Acceptance, though from ſo mean a 
Perſon as is, 


My LORD, 
Paris, Sept. 2. YT, our Lordſhip's 
i 680. N.S. * 


Moſt Devoted and 
Humble Servant. 


—__ 


LEIITIER LV 


Arguments uſed to the Duke of York, 
againſt Marrying his Daughter to the 
Prince of Orange. 


My LORD, 
T Confeſs, I do not well remember when 
it was that I gave your Lordſhip an Ac- 
count of the Duke's being firſt drawn into 
a cloſe Correſpondence with France ; and 
I am as much to ſeek how and when the 
following Arguments were urged upon 
him, no turther than the Circumſtance of 
the Subject does diſcover : Bur Time may 
unravel all. However, this, I find, was 
urged firſt on him : 

That it would be of equal Danger to His 
Royal Highneſs, if not more, to give his 
Daughter to the Prince of Orange, _— 
el 
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let her be tn the French Diſpoſal ; and that 
his Brother, the King, would be involved 
in equal Trouble on that Account, as on 
the other : For that if ſhe were given co 
the Prince of Orange, without firſt enga- 
ging him in the Intereſts of France, that 
thereby he would have a double Claim to 
the Crown ; that of Courſe the King, his 
Brother, muſt be drawn into a War with 
France ; and that by ſo doing, both the 
Royal Brethren would loſe for ever the 
FrenchKing's Friendſhip and Support in caſe 
of Extremity, whic!: they would infallibly 
be reduced to by fuch a War, or by bur 
making a Shew cf ut, for if it went on, 
whether there were Caule, or no, there 
would be Jealoufies of the Duke's Corre- 
ſponding with France; yea, and of the 
King too: And that, after all, ſuch a 
Match would be interpreted bur for a piece 
of Policy, only to hide from the People 
their Correſpondence with France ; and 
wuuaid never Cure their Jealouſies, nor taxe 
off che Fears they had of a Fopith Succeſſion 
by his new Dutcheſs ; bur add Strength 
and Courage to them to oppoſe Remedies 
againft ir. That thereupon, when they 
had the King once in a War, they would 
not give him any Money to Carry 1t on, 
unlcts they ſaw the laying of it out, and 
had, in a manner, the Adminiſtration- of 
the War in their own Hands; in which 
His Highneſs would be but a Cypher, and 

would 
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would never be cruſted. That then, not 
content with that, it was not to be doubr- 
ed, bur that the Exclufion of himſelf, and 
of his Heirs by the Second Bed, unleſs 
educated in the Proteſtant Religion, would 
likewiſe be hotly urged in the next place, 
in favour of a Proteſtant Prince fo doubly 
Allied to rhe Crown of England, a profel- 
ſed Enemy of France, and a Native of Hol- 
land, the Country, next their own, ſo much 
adored by them. Thar ſuch an Alliance 
would ſtrengthen that FaCtion, that was 
already but roo ſtrong. That ſuch an Ex- 
clufion being preſs'd, the King muſt either 
grant it, or deny it ; it he granted it, as it 
was tO be feared he might, then was His 
Highneſs, and the Heirs of his Religion, 
loſt without Recovery ; and then it would 
be out of the French King's Power,as well as 
Inclination, to aſſiſt him, after having been 
{o diſobliged, againſt the Power of England 
and Holland united ; neither could he pro- 
poſe that Advantage to himſelf, be it as ir 
will : Thar if the King ſhould reſiſt the ſaid 
Importunity about Excluſion, that then he 
would expoſe himſelf to the DiſtraEtions of 
a Civil War, which might end both in the 
Ruin of the Royal Family, and the Mo- 
narchy it felt ; for that the Republicans 
would not fail co lift up their Creſts again 
in thoſe Troubles : And that beſides the In- 
rereſt. of the Prince of Orange, the Duke of 
AMeonmouth, being already very popular, 
might 
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might be tempted by ſo fair an Opportu- 
nity, to pur in for a Pretender ro rhe Suc- 
ccthon ; and that it was not impollible that 
the King, if he ſaw him favourcd by the 
People, might be tempred too to prefer the 
Intereſt of a Son, before that of a Brother ; 
and a Brother too, for whom he mult be 
necetſitated ro undergo ſo much Vexation 
and Trouble, and run ſo great a Riſque ro 
| defend. Thar in the mean while, England 
being in a War with France, that King, in- 
ſtead of helping him, muſt be obliged, in 
his own Defence, to foment thoſe Trou- 
bles, and aber his Enemies. That perhaps 
he might think ſome of theſe Fears bur 
imaginary ; but that His Highneſs might 
allure himſelt, they had berrer Intelligence 
than he in that Caſe, and were very well 
ſatisfied that all the ſaid Parties were ready 
diſpoſed, and had concerted all their De+- 
ſigns againſt him; and that they were a- 
berred by Men of the greateſt power and 
Intereſt in the three Kingdoms ; and then, 
of what Power and Influence ſuch plauſible 
and popular Pretenſions would be among 
the People, when promoted and advanced 
by ſuch Men, His Royal Highneſs could 
not be ignorant of: 

| Thar therefore, all ſummed up, and du- 
ly compared, the Dangers attending the 
Eſpouling his Daughter to the Prince of 
Orange were as great, if not conſiderably 
greater, than thole that would be incurred 
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by giving her up to the Diſpoſal of the 
French King ; for more could not be feared 
from that, than what had been mention'd: 
Therefore they conjured him, as he ten- 
der'd his own Good and Safety, or that of 
his Poſteriry, or of his Brother, or, laſtly, of 
the hopeful Beginnings of the Catholick 
Religion in thefe Kingdoms, that he ſhould 
be perſuaded, and allo perſuade his Bro- 
ther, to take the Courcil of France, both in 
the Diſpoſal of the Princeſs, and other thing 
relating thereto; for thar the Danger of 20. 
hering tothe French King was no greater 
than that on the other tide, bur that the Aſ- 
ſiſtance on his fide would be grear and 
powerful, as well as Cordial ; whereas it 
never could be in the other Party's Power, 
much lets in their Intereſt or Inclination, to 
afford him any Succour in his Troubles, bur 
rather to add Oil to the Flame: And abvore 
all, never to be ſo raſh, as to ſuffer himſelf 
to be tempted to confent ro a War againſt 
France, for that the Factions would then 
have their Ends of him, as having a full 
Opportunity put into their hands thereby 
ro compleat his Ruin withour Controvl. 
Theſe were the Arguments ufed to His 
Royal Highneſs, againſt the Match with che 
Prince of Orange : And with which I ſh.ll 
at preſent conclude, who am, 
My LOR D, ; 
Paris, Aug.4. Tour Lov aſhip - 
1679. N.S. Moft Humble Servant. 
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LETTER LVII. 
Propoſals made to the Duke of York, 


about conſenting to have his Daughter, 
the Lady Mary, privately Trapanned 


into France, &Cc. 


My LORD, 


Gave in my laſt to your Lordſhip a Re- 

lation of the Remonſtrances uſed ro the 
Duke, in general, againſt his conſenting to 
have his Daughter married to the Prince 
of Orange: I ſhall now endeavour to oblige 
your Lordſhip with ſome new Propoſals 
made to him upon that Head. 

1. That the Duke ſhould uſe all the Power 
and Intereſt he had with the King, his Bro- 
ther, to let his Daughter, the Lady Mary, 
take a Voyage into France, tO take the Wa- 
ters of Bourbon ; Or elſe to conſent ſhe might 
be privily ſent away by the Duke, as againſt 
his Knowlcd;ze and Will ; and that then they 
would get her ſpeedily married ; which 
putting things palt Retrieve, Matters might 
the better, by good Management, be com- 
potcd,urd made up ro all their SarisfaCtions. 

2. That to this purpoſe the French King 
would fend a mott ſplendid Embaſly into 
En:[a:4, of one of the Chief Peers of his 
kcalm, with a very numerous Train of 
chuice Nobility. Bur if the King mn 
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ed publickly to thar Propofition, the Prin- 

ceſs might go over in the faid Ambaſſa- 

dor's Company : Or if he gave private 

Conſent, ſhe might be conveyed away, as 


in the firſt Article. | | 
2. If the King ſhould by no means con- 


ſent to it, that then the Duke ſhould con- 


tiive a Way to ger her ſeized and ſhipped 
off at the Ambaſlador's Departure, with- 
out the King's Privity or Knowledge. 

4. Thar if it were done by the King's 
Conſent, the Sum of Five and twenty M1l- 
lions of Livres ſhould be, without fail, re- 
mitted to him, at rwo Payments ; the firſt, 
as ſoon as the Princeſs ſhould arrive in the 
Kingdom of Fr4nce ; and the other, three 
Months after. And that the King and Duke 
in that Caſe ſhould ſeem highly concerned, 
and diſpoſed ro declare War againſt France 
on that Account ; and with the Money ſent, 
raiſe Forces, as if it were for the War, ard 
call to the Parliament for Mony to maintamn 
it; which if they granted, to take ir, (there 
as no doubt of their Conſent to that : ) Aﬀter 
which, the French King was to ſend ave- 
ry ſubmiſſive Embaſſage to England, offering 
to make ample Satisla&tion tor the IrJuiy, 
and to ſtrike up a Peace with Holland at ary 
rate : Upoh which, our King was to tuke 
upon him to be appeaſed, and to pretend 
the Dutch were in the fault that he did 
not make War. 


5. That then, there ſhould happen any ' 
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Motions for Excluſion, that His Majeſty 
might make uſe of the Money, and of the 
Forces raiſed as aforeſzid, for his own Sc- 
Curity: And that if any Rebellion hap- 
pen'd, he might be aſſured, the French King 
would ſend him both Men and Money 
enough in caſe of Need. 

6. Thar if it were done without the 
King's Conſent, he, the Duke, ſhould pre- 
tend himſelf wholly ignorant of the Rape, 
and ſeem as much concerned as the King 
for SarisfaCtion. | 

7. But that if the King ſhould be ſo diſ- 
pleaſed with His Highneſs, as to fide with 
the adverſe Party againſt him, after he had 
ſtood his Ground as long as he could, and 
made as many Friends as was potſlible, thar 
then he ſhould privately retire to Scotland or 
Ireland, and raiſe Arms there, where he 
ſhould be powertully aflifted, both wich Men 
and Money, from the French King ; who 
would likewiſe ufc Means to raiſe Diviſions 
among his Enemies, by ſeveral Methods 
they had concerted ; and ſuddenly difcou- 
rage them :.[l, by an unexpected Peace with 
FHDlland ; tho' there was but little Proſpect 
that Things ſhould come to this Extrenuty. 

8. That the Princeſs, ſtill the better ro 
appeaſe the Heats in Enzland, ſhould, upon 
her Marcjage, have, in ample manner, a 
Proteſtant Chapel allowed her ; and that at 
the ſame time, the Proteſtants in the King- 
ay1 of France ſhould be uſed with -xtra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary Kindneſs and Favour for her ſake, 
till a general: Peace, or other - i time to 
take off the Mask, were come. 

9. Thar the better to rake off the Edge 
of the Engliſh Fury to a War .with France, 
beſides the Peace to be made between the 
French and the Datch; a third War was to 
be raiſed by the Hollanders, againſt England ; 
and they put with might and main upon 
new Encroachments and Infolencies againſt 
the Engliſh. | 

10. Thar the berter roTover all this, the 
Duke was not only to make a Semblance, 
bur really to go co the Proteſtant Church 
a221.1, and to give out With a full Cry, 
_ that he had been moſt malicioully tradu- 
ced, and rhart he never was reconciled to 
the Church of Rome ; and that his Non- 
compliance in ſome things lately put upon 
him, did only ariſe in thar he conceived 
ſuch things were nor to be impoſed upon 
a Prince, as on 4 Subjed.' | 

I have had the Opporrunity, my Lord, 
to ſee ſeveral other things, of lefſ-r Confe- 
quence, projeted here, for the Manage- 
ment of this Aﬀeair to the Imtereſt of the 
French Court ; with which I ſhall not trou- 
ble your Lordſhip, and remain, 


My LORD, 
Paris, Aug.lJ. P58 Your wery bumble Servant. 
1679. N. S, 
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LETTER LIX. 


Arguments uſed by the French Emiſſa- 
ries in England, to the Royal and 
Church of England Party, againſt the 
matching of the Lady Mary with the 
Prince of Orange. | | 


My LORD, 


—_— French Emiflaries finding (notwith- 
ſtanding the ſtrong oppoſition made 
by them to the matching of the Lady Mary 
with bis Highneſs the Prince of Orange, 
as I have ſome time lince informed your 


Lordſhip, ) that there was a very ſtrong 


Current in the Nation for that Allyance, 
and having informed their Principals in 
the French Court therewith, they had freſh 
Inſtru£tions ſent them, to gaim\f potlible, 
the time deſired by them, which was till 
2 General Peace were concluded, and ro 
ply the Royaliſts, and high Members of 
the Church of England, not only cloſe upon 
that Head, but their Inſtruftions were -re- 
duced to theſe Branches. | 


x. They were to repreſent the Match as 


diſhonourable, and roo much refle&ing on 
the Honour of Crowned Heads, to match 
a Daughter in ſo fair a way to be Heireſs 
to three Crowns, to a Prince who was not 
only no Sovereign, bnt deſcended of a 
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Family which had diſtinguiſhed it ſclf 
chiefly by heading a Rebellion againſt his 
lawful Prince, and who was himſelf bur 
the chief Officer of a Gavernment ſo hate- 
ful co all Kings, as a Common-Wealth, and 
thar of 'one founded by Rebellion roo ; 
that ſuch an Allyance muſt needs be more 
particularly diſhonourable - to the Royal 
Family of Eng/and, which had fo lately 
and deeply ſuffered by a Rebellion mov- 
ed againſt ir by their own People, chiefly 
out of an Emulation to be like thoſe Re- 
bels; Thar indeed King Charles I. did 
match his Daughter co the preſent Prince of 
Orange's Father 3 bur it was becauſe he was 
involved in Troubles, and had not time 
or opportunity to diſpoſe of her berter, 
and thoughr by that Match to pleaſe the 
people, appeaſe the FaRtion animated a- 
gainſt him, and by ſuch a proteſtant Match 
allay the Jealoufies conecived of his be- 
ing popiſhly inclined, or having Leagued 
with popith Powers to their prequdice ; 
and laſtly, obtain ſome Afiiftance from the 
States of Holland in kis Diſtreſs; and yet 
thar after all his projeftion hereby, that 
Match was condemned by moſt of his 
Friends, as highly Diſhonourable, and 
of very ill Example and Conſequence, and 
is Charged upon him as one of the great 
Errours of his Reign, and therefore by no 
means to be reiterated by a new one of the 
ſame kind. | 
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2. They were to remonſtrate, That the 
Prince of Orange was bred in Presbyterian 
Principles, and to exaggerate, with all the 
terrible Circumſtances that could be ſup- 
poſed, the danger the Church of England 
and Epiſcopacy would be in by the accel- 
ſion of ſuch a Prince to the Crown ; Pres- 
byterians being no leſs patſionate Enemies 
ro the Church of England than Papiſts, and 
being much the more dangerous of the 
two, as being incomparably the more nu- 
merous ; the ſtrange ſuceeſs they lately 
had in effecting ſo rotal a Subverſion as 
they did of the Epiſcopal Church in the 
laſt Reign under rebellious Leaders, being 
r00 ſentible a proof of both what they 
could, and what they would do again 
more effectually and more irrecoverably, 
when headed by a lawful Superior, and 
{trengthned by the aſſiſtance of their Bre- 
thrcn in Holland : This, my Lord, is the 
ſubſtance of the Inſtructions ſent from 
hence to their Emiſlaries in England, for the 
managing of the forementioned part, and 
with which I ſhall conclude this Epillle, 
who am | 


My LORD, 


Paris, Aug. 23, ; Your Honours 
1679. N.S. 


to ſerve You. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LX. 


Inſtrutions given to the French Emiſſa- 
ries, whereby to manage the Diſſen- 
ters and Republican Party in Eng- 
land, i» reference to the Prince of 
Orange's matching with the Lady 
Mary. 


My LORD, 
[| Have in my laſt given your Lordſhip 

an Account of the French Intrigues, in 
managing the Royal and Church of Eng- 
land Party, in reſpe& to the Match with 
the Prince of Orange ; here follows their 
Inſtrudtians to their Agents, with the Dit- 
{enters and Republican Party upon the ſame 
Head. Fo them they were to ufe many of 
the Arguments uſed to thoſe of Holland, 
of which hereafter ; and make them be- 
lieve, if they could, thar if the P. of Orange 
ſhould come to the Crown of England, not- 
withitanding his Humility now, he would 
fly higher at Abſolute Power than any be- 
fore him, or that the preſent King, or 
his Brother, could ; thar under an humble 
appearance he ſubtilly hid an afpiring 
Mind, and that baving in many things 
encroached already upon. the Power of the 
States General, he would rotally oppreſs 
them, and by that acccilion of rg 
raiſe 
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raiſe his Authoiity in England to what 
pitch he pleaſed, -and Adicu to all hopes 
of a Common-wealth there, when that of 
Holland ſhould be ſubje& to his Scepter, 
-and Adieu to all expectation of making 
Presbytery the predominant Religion there; 
for that it was almoſt incompatible with a 
moderate Monarchy, much leſs with Ab- 
folute Power ; and that whatever Princi- 
ples the Prince had been bred' in, as to 
Keligion, though he might like them well 
enough as a Member of a Stare, with 
whole Conſtitutions they perfealy agreed ; 
it Was not to be doubred, that when he 
came to be a Monarch, and ſo powerful 
an one too, as the United Provinces thrown 
into the weight of three Crowns would 
make him, but he would, like moſt Prin- 
ces, make his Religion conform to the 
Model of his Politicks, and when he 
became a Monarch, and ſo great an one 
t00, take up Monarchs principles, which 
could be no other than Popith, or ſuch 
as exceed them, if poſlible, in maligni- 
ty, viz. Thoſe of the Tantivy Sons of the 
Church of England, none elle agreeing 
with deſpotick Rule ; fo that whatever 
hopes they might flatter themſelves with 
from ſuc: a Match, and the Prince's ac- 
ceilion ro the Throne ; they ſhould find 
themſclves fo far diſappointed,as not to have 
any reafon Ilcft them tro expect as much as 


a Tolicration in Religion, and che Freedom 
of 
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of their Conſciences : Which with my 
humble Reſpetts ro your Lordſhip, is all 
I have to Communicate at this time, wha 
am in all lowly Obſervance, 


My LORD, 


Paris, Sept. 5. Your Honour's 
1679. MN.S. 


to Command. 


POST-SCREPT. 


My LORD, 


— I had finiſhed my Letter, I hap- 
pening occaſionally ro run over ſome 
of our Minutes, I thought fir to ſub-join 
what I meet with there brictly inferteg, 
in order to the management of meer Po- 
liticians and Adiaphorites in Religion, up- 
on the account af the Prince's Match ; 
and to them the forementioned Emillaries 
were to ſuggeſt on the contrary, that the 
Prince though he ſhould in time by virtue 
of the faid Match come to be King of 
England, yet that it could not be thought 
but chat ſtill he would continue'a Dutch- 
Man in all his Inclinations, facrifice our 
Commerce and Intereſt to thoſe of that 
Nation ; yea, and perhaps part with the 
chief Prerogatives of the Crown to make 
the King of England like a Doge of Venice, 


— 


AZ 


44 


The Secret Hfffozw 
or Dutch Stadt-holder, &c. which though 
ſufficiently ridiculous I could not farbear 
noting to your Lordſhip, who am 


My LORD, 
Yours, &(C. 


LETTER TAL 


The Arguments aſed in Holland by the 
French Emiſſaries to the Loveſtein 
Fatlion againſt the Prince of Orange's 
matching with the Lady Mary, &c. 


My LORD, 


T* it was any pleaſure ro your Lordſhip 
to peruſe the Accounts I have already 
given you, of the Straragems of this Court 
to incite the Church of England and Diſ- 
ſenting Parties againſt the Match with the 
Prince of Orange, as I am delirous, and I 


hope nor unwilling, co interpret your f1- 


lence in that regard to imply it ; I cannot 
think it will be leſs ro your Honour's fa- 
tisfaction, to underſtand how they mana- 
ged the ſame Aﬀair in Holland, where no 
leſs Subrtilty and Addreſs was wanting 
than in England to divert a Match, thar 
predicted no good Omen to France, as 
they imagined ; the Party in that —_ 
IC 
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lick which their Emiſfaries had InftruQi- 
ons to wark upon, were the Liveſtein Fa- 
#ion, to: whom nevertheleſs they were to 
addreſs themſelves very cautiouſly and co- 
vertly, and firſt ro infitivate to them, and 
by them to the State-Party. _ 

Thar indeed ic was true the Illuſtrious 
Princes of the Houſe of Naſſau had nor 
only been the firſt Founders, bur alſo the 
great preſervers of their Comman- wealth, 
and that it could not be denied but thar 
the preſent Prince of Orange had very 
much contributed to its late Recovery, 
after it had been brought to the very 
brink of Deſtru&ion ; and that they were 
fully convinced that fame Family muſt 
remain a neceſlary Bulwark to their Com- 
mon-wealth, ſo long as their Intereſts 
ſhould continue inſeperably intwiſted with 
thoſe of the State ; bur if they ſhould be 
ſo blinded as to conſent, or but racitely 
give way to any Steps that might alter 
thoſe of the Prince into any other Channel; 
that ſame Houſe might, in proceſs of time, 
prove the fatal Cadency and*Diflolution, as 
it had been the happy Riſe and Glory. of 
that, flouriſhing State. That the implacabi- 
licy. of the Spaniſh Royal Family againſt 
thaſe that have once offended them, and: 
their, bloody and unjuſt Proſcriprion of the 
noble Houſe of Orange, had ſo firmly ce- 
mented the Intereſts of the- Princes of that: 


Family with thoſe of che States during.the: 
Wars 
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Wars with Spain, that there could not pol- 
fibly any Danger atiſe to them from that 
Houſe, how much ſoever they were in- 
ruſted with the Anthority of the States, 
they being then beſt ſecured by the Great- 
neſs and Power of that. Nay, and that 
after the Peace made between that Repub- 
lick, and the Crown of Spain, there could 
be no Danger from thoſe Princes ncither, 
ſo long as they matched into inferior Prin- 
ces Families, as thoſe of Germaty, &*«. 
which might add Strength, bur never could 
Power enough to the Princes of Orange to 
cruſh the State, or in the leaſt divide trom 
its true Intereſts. Burt that it might be of 
the dangerouſeſt Conſequence, if any of 
them were ſuffered to match into the Fa- 
mily of any Crowned Head, and eſpecial- 
ly of any near Neighbour to the Repub- 
lick ; for that would be an effeEtual Means 
co fill their Heads with aſpiring Thoughts, 
and great Deſigns roAggrandizethemelves, 
and might afford them Power enough to 
pur them in Execution ; a Temoration too 
ſtrong for almdſt any ative ſpirited Prince 
tO reliſt : And therefore ſuch an one as this 
preſent Prince ought by no means to be 
expoled to by any wile States-men, whoſe 
Intereſt it was to keep him from it, and 
who had Cunning enough to put him by 
it. That never any of His preſent High- 
neſs's Predeceſlors have been ever as much 
as ſuſpettcd of aſpiring at any Power = 
[NE 
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the Commonwealth ; but whar rended to 
irs greater SeCurity, and for the Elevation 
of the Majeſty of the Republick, withour 
the leaſt Glances of aſſuming any to them- 
ſelves, unleſs it were His Highneſs's Fa- 
ther; who, in all probability, was anima- 
ted rhereurto by his matching with a 
Daughter of England: And that his Ambi- 
tion might have proved fatal to the Re- 
publick, beyond Retrieve, if his immature 
Death, and other ſeaſonable Providences, 
had not intervened. That the Influence 
of that Match had proved very detrimen- 
cal ro chat illuſtrious Houſe, by ſtirring up 
ſuch a Jealouſfie in the States againſt them, 
as would not ſuffer them to admit the pre- 
ſent Prince, for a long time, to enjoy the 
Places of Honour, Authority and Truſt 
formerly ſo well maintained and officiated 
by his noble Anceſtors : And that, at the 
ſame time, it had proved as pernicious to 
the States themſelves, in creating and nou- 
riſhing Factions among them, and Endea- 
vours to keep up the Republick upon a 
new Model, without Captain-General, Stadt- 
holder, Admiral, &c. and to deprive them- 
ſelves of the ſo neceflary and Auſpicious 
Aſſiſtance ard Conduct of that moſt Illu- 
ſtrious Houſe ; and thereby expoſed even 
almoſt to be made a Prey to the dangerous 
Ambition of the French Monarch. | 
And therefore now, when they had fo 
newly re-enter'd into their true —_— 
an 
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and happily re-fixed all things on the old 
Foundation, by reſtoring the preſent Prince 
ro the Dignity of his Anceſtors, and call- 
ing him to the Helm of the Tempeſt-bea- 
ren State, and had by his Courage, Con- 
duQt and Intereſt recovered the Common- 
wealth to a very hopeful Condition of 
Power and Proſperity again, it would be 
no leſs than a Madneſs to venture the Ruin 
of all thoſe fair Hopes, by a ſecond Match 
with England, when by the, former they 
had been almoſt all Shipwrack'd ; and ro 
ſuffer a Prince who was now wholly their 
own, to eſpouſe, in fuch a Marriage as 
was then in Agitation, a Foreign Intereſt ; 
and ſuch as, in all probability, could nor, 
in time, but intertcre with theirs: And 
therefore defired it might nor be. 

:. Becauſe, though the Prince's Inten- 
tions ſhould happen to continue never fo 
right and firm to the Intereſt of the Re- 
publick, yet this March could not bur be 
ſtill very detrimental both to him and 
chem, by cauſing incurable Jealoufies, Fa- 
Ctions and Animoſities amongſt them, 
without end ; and which could not bur be 
of pernicious Conſequence to them both. 

2. That by reaſon of the little probabi- 
lity of the Duke of York's having any Vi- 
vacious Male Iflue, this would give the 
Prince ſuch a near Proſpe& of the Britiſh 
Crowns, that it could not but engage him, 

in that View, upon all Occaſions, to —_ 
Is 
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his Power and Intereſt in the United Pro- 
vinces to the utmoſt for the advantage of 
the Engliſh Nation, to the prejudice of the 
Dutch increaſe of Power and Intereſt. 

3- Thar if he ever came to be King of 
England, the Power he would thereby ob- 
tain, added to that he had already in the 
United Provinces as Stadi-holder, Captain 
General, &c. ard to the great Influence 
he had amang the Soldiery in the States 
p1y, would undoubtedly be 2 great temp- 
tation to him for to reduce that Stare un- 
der the Emgliſh Crown, and influence the 
Others to aifilt him in it; Ard that if he 
ſhould have Ie dy his Prir.ceſs, as it was 
likely enough he might, the danger under 
thar Circumſtarce would be in a manner 
inevitable. | 

Its likely, my Lord, our Politicians here 
forſaw very great Difficulties would atiſe 
in making any manner of Impretlions up- 
on the States againſt the Prince's Match, 
for by the fore{aid Remonſtrances it dues 
appear to me their Maſter. battery was 
turned on that fide ; bur though all their 
Politicks have failed chem tor the preven= 
tion of the Marriage, yet they have not 
failed ro put ſome of theſe Arguments 
forwards, to render the Prince, and all 
his Procecdings ſuſpect ro the States, ar.d 
they have already bragged; that z!l the 
Conſltancy his Highneſs is well known ro 
be Maſter of, will find work enough to 
Dddd OV Cie 
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ver-come the Jealouſtes entertained of him, 
(and which they are reſolved never to be 
wanting on their part to foment ) and to 
make it believe thar all he has aCted tince 
his marriage has beento the aggrandizing 
of himſelf and his Authority, and the Di- 
minution of that of the Republick ; I fear 
I have already too much tranſgreſt by 
my tediouſneſs, and ſhall theretore only 
ſubſcribe niy ſelf, as I am in fincerity 


Paris, Sept. 20. My LO RD, 
1679. N.S. 
Tour Loraſhips, 
Moſt humble Servant. 


LETIER EA 


Of the Solemn Embaſſy ſent by the French 
King to King Charles I. in the Tear 
1677, in order to break off the Match 
with the Prince of Orange, &c. 


My LORD, 


—_ tO What I have already men- 
tioncd to your Lordſhip of the De- 
{1gns concerted berween his Royal High- 
nets, and the French King, about getting, 
ot the Lady Mary, by a Stratagem, into 
Mr,wce, If thncir other Meaſures abour hin- 
| d11ng 
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dring the Match were broken, was the 
late ; Fool Embaſly ſent over from hence 
into England, whereof the Count 4 Eftree 
was the head, accompanied with the Duke 
de Vendo/me, the Archbiſhop of Rheims, one 
of our great Miniſter, the Marquifs de Lou- 
vois's Sons, and art leaſt fifty Lords more 
of principal Note; and whoſe publick in- 
ſtructions, tho* they imported nothing 
more then a grear Complement, and ſume 
overtures abvur forbiding any recruits, tO 
be ſent over to cur Lard Forces in the 
ſervice of the Confederates ; yer privately 
they were to endeavour a French match, 
and if they faw they could not ſucceed 
therein, to Concert Clofter mcafures with 
the Duke, abour puting in pr=EAiſe whar 
he had before confenred ro, abour geting 
the Princeſs his daughter privately con- 
vey'd away, in Company of this Embail.dor 
into France ; and perhaps Your Lordſtip 
will not be dillacithed. if I recount what 
[ have heard dilcourted orc day at this 
Court, berween our Commiiſtioner and 
ſome other Courtiers concerning the Em- 
bally. Said one of them to theotker, 
* What needed fo fplendid ard coltly an 
* Embaſly at this time of day ro the King of 
* England, when there 1s to little hopes chat 
© he durſt give his Conſent ro what we de- 
* fire of him ; if he were of himſclr dif- 
* poſed thereto : Yes, ſays the other, ' Twill 
* be well worth che Coft let things go *s 
D ddd : they 
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© they will upon this occaſion, for 'tis a 
* greater honour our King now does to the 
*King of England, than he has ever vet 
© done 1o any other Prince, or ever to the 
* Emperor himſclf when at Peace with him; 
© and ſuch anHonour cannot but work ſen- 
* fibly upon the heart of a Prince, who is 
© ſo eaſily wrought upon, and may work 
* ſome good Ettects for us in time, if not 
© for the preſent; And however, if the 
*worſt come to the worſt, this extraordinary 
* Honour now done him by our Monarch, 
* will make his Parliament and People ſo 
* fully perſuaded rhat he hath entred into an 
* extraordinary Engagement with him, that 
* all he can ſay, or do, will never Convince 
* them of che contrary, or induce them to 
*truſt him with Money to make War a- 
gainſt France, for fear he ſhould uſe it 
againſt themſelves ; and not only ſo, bur 
*jit would make him as ſuſpe&ted among 
* the Confederares, that none of them, 
*from hence forward, would truſt him,cither 
© for an Afliſtant Allie, or Mediator, and fo 
* would render him of inſignificant force to 
* thwart our Deſigns. But the King did for 
once Trick the Trickers, by the care he 
had taken of the Princeſs, as I ſhall note 
elftewhere to your Lordſhip, and by his 
ſudden marrying her to his Highneſs the 
Prince of Orange, {9 much to the ſurprize 
ard difappointment of this Court, that I 
Can- 
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cannot expreſs it, and therefore muſt con- 
clude, ſubſcribing my ſelf 


My LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt bumble 


Paris, Dece. 7. and moſt devoted Servant. 


— — —_—C_ IEICE rn ey oe I IIS — 


LETTER - LAlll. 


of the Popiſh Plot, and Father Kelley's 
Menaces, | 


My LORD, 


FT*HE difcourſe about the Plot cannot 

be more in England than *tis here, bur 
the Particulars of the proſecution of it, 
your Lordihip muſt know much better 
than I; I do not queſtion, but there is 
Villany enough ar the bottom of ir, bur 
our Miniſters are as deep in the ſudds as 
any other whatſoever, who by their flights, 
and wicked praCtiles, have drawn the Eng<_ 
liſh Papiſts into ſuch Combinations, as * 
hath puc the Nation into ſuch ferments, in- 
curableJealouſies and diviſions, as hath effe- 
Qtually'diverted theEnglihfrom hunting the 
French 1n Flanders, by 'imploying them to - 
hunt the Papiſts, and' Jefuits 'at home, as * 
they have been pleaſed ro word it : My Lord, 
Dddd 3 it 
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It may not perhaps be unplealing to 
give your Honour an account of ſome 
paſſages that happened between one Father 
Kelley an Iriſh Pricſt, and my felf in this 
City lately concerning the King, ec. I 
know very well, that there were, and 
and perhaps may be ſtill ſome of that name 
in England, but this ſame has lived for 
ſome years at Pars, by St. Fean de Greve ; 
and tho' a Prieſt is a great Banker, paying 
moſt of the penſions for ſecret ſervice 
tranſmitted to the Engliſh Romanilſts, but 
cniefly to Triſh Papiſts in England and Tre- 
[znd, and who by his difcourfſe upon the 
late Engliſh Fleet and Armies being ready, 
and the War likely to be declared againſt 
this Kingdom, was pleaſed then to ſay 
{omewharc in relation to thisConſpiracy, that 
] have little thought on till very lately, and 
that may give your Honour ſome light into 
the deſigns of thisCourt; ſay'd he, the King 
of France will find him ( meaning aur King) 
work enough by Diviſions at home, and 
diſcovering, if needs be, his and his Bro- 
thers intreagues in France, and does not Care 
thu'the expoſe all the Roman Catholicks 
in the three Kingdoms, to a general and 
hor: perſecution, 1o long as, like the Twrkiſh 
Aſaphi, they ſerve to blunt the Evgliſh 
Men's fury, and divert them from thwart- 
ing the deſigns of the potent Catholick 
no oo of France, which would after- 
ward ſet all right again, but that he was 
in 
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in hopes by their hunting of Papiſts, they 
would never leave hunting the King and 
his Brother too, if they proved refractory, 
till chey had brought them to take SanCtu- 
ary.in a ſtricter Alliance with the French 
King.than ever, as their only Safe-guard ; 
and that it was in the French King's power 
to ſpring up a Plot next day, to give the 
King of En2/aud Game enough for his life 
time, for that the Mines and Trains were 
already lay'd, and that there needed only 
putting fire 10 them, &c. I am very ſor- 
ry I could not have prog your Lord- 
ſhip ſooner with theſe patlages, which yer 
I hope comes not too late, but it may in 
ſome meaſure be grateful from 


My LORD, 
Paris, Feb. 28. Tour Humble Servant, 
1678. N.S. 


LETTER LXIV. 


Of” the Duke of York's being Comman« 
ded to retire to Bruxells 7n the Tear 
1679, and of the Promiſes made him 
by the King before his departure. 


My LORD, WED 
[| Know not how Matters go in England, 
2. nor what the Sence of ;the people. is 
in general Concern the Duke's retiring:tq 
Dddd 4 Bruxells, 
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Bruxells,but 1 can atſure your Lordſhip, they 
ſeem to be mightily allarmed here ar it,tho' 
they pur 2 good meen upon jt. Perhaps 


' your Lordſhip may know much more of 


the Secret of this Journey than-I can 1n- 
form you, bur if what is tranſmitted hi- 
ther by the Agents of our Grand Miniſter 
be acceptable, they give us this account ; 
Thar the Earl of D was the perſon 
who adviſed the King to remove his Roy- 
al Highneſs from his prefence, and thar 
his Reaſons for it were, that the Parlia- 
ment might have no pretence for to com- 
plain of his Majeſty, that he had not ta- 
ken all the Meaſures neceſſary for the Sc- 
curity of their Religion and Liberty ; but 
they tell us, how true, I leave it ro your 
Lordſhips profound Judgment to deter- 
mine, that the Earl by the foreſaid Ad- 
viſe did not ſo much conſult the King and 
Kingdoms true Intereſt, as he did to pleaſe 
the Parliament, with whom he was ar 
odds, becauſe of the Money received ro 
disband the Army, and the French Alli- 
ance ; finding now by Experience, that thar 
Artifice of his in bringing the Plot upon 
the ſtage in order to amuſe them, had fail- 
ed ; They further inform us,that the Duke 
was mightily ſurprized at the Meflage for 
his departure, and made ſome diffculty 
to bring himſelf to reſolve to obey it, bur 
that at length recolle&ing a betrer Tem- 
per, it gave his faſt friends an Oppor- 
| | tunity 
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tunity to adviſe him ; That though it were 
ar that junCture neceſſary he ſhould 
obey the King, yet it was. na lefs prudent 
that he ſhould, in ſo doing, take all ne- 
cellary Precautions, not to abandon hig 
Fortune to the diſcretion of his Enemies ; 
that they did nor doubr bur that the Duke 
of Monmouth would puſh hard, to ger him- 
ſelf declared Legitimate by. the enſuing 
Parliament ; That the buſineſs of the Ex- 
cluſion would be renewed, and that there 
was room enough to fear, leaſt his Retrear 
might he rather interpreted for the flight 
of a guilcy Perſon, than for the Obedi- 
ence of a ſubmiſſive Subje& ; that there- 
fore it was expedient he ſhould get the 
King firſt ro promiſe. him that he would 
declare, and get it Recorded roo in the 
Courts of Juſtice, that he had never been 
Married to the Duke of Monmonth's Mo- 
ther ; That he would by no means con- 
ſent ro the Excluſion that was now likely 
to be preſt upon him ; and laſtly, that he 
ſhould give him expreſs Order in writing 
ro require his Retirement. All which, 
they ſay, he has happily accompliſhed, the 
truth whereof time mult determine, where- 
unto I leave it, who am 


My LORD, 


Pa'is, Apr. 6, © Teur. Humble Serwant. 
1679. N.S. OS. 


LETTER 
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LEITITER NY. 


Of the Noiſe of King Charles's Divorce 
from (Queen Katherine. 


My LORD, 


OE buſineſs of the King's Divorce 
has made a mighty noife on this 
ſide, and I cannot with any certainty in- 
form your Lordſhip, which way this Court 
ſtands ateCted ; for I find, on the one 
hand, Inſtructions given to their Agents 
in Exgland to infinuate to the King, bur yet 
very tenderly, what a piece of Unjuſtice 
it would be ſo to diſgrace an innocent 
harmleſs Princeſs, to whom he had been 
lawtully married, and who had, with ſo 
much patience, bore the Infirmities that 
arrended him; and that the conſequent of 
luch a Divorce would perhaps be worſe 
than the Divorce it felf, *{eeing a Brother 
would be baulked of the uit hopes he 
had, after his Majeſty's death, of afcend- 
ing the Engliſh Throne, &c. But fince, my 
Lord, having found the Parliament, and 
Privy Council, diſpoſed very much to fa- 
vour ſuch an Action, they gave their 
Emillaries, of another ſtamp, direEtions ta 
incite the King to it, and to promile to 
find him our a Princeſs of this Courts re- 
com- 
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cammendarion and procurement, in hopes, 
by that means, to ſet rhe two Brothers at 
variance, and to raiſe new Factions and 
Diſputes about Succeſhon ; and if they 
ſaw he would not conſent,yer they had their 
Creatures ready to whiſper it-in the Duke's 
ear as a great ſecret, that if ir were not 
for them, he would have conſented there- 
unto ; but how far theſe Politicks have 
been practiſed, your Lordfhip can obſerve 
much better than I at ſuch a diſtance, 


who am 


My LORD, 


Paris, Mar. 2. _ 
1680. N. $. Your ever cbliged, and 


moſt humble Servant. 


LETTiR 


The Secret Hiſfozy 


LEITER LAYEL 


Of the Earl of Shaftsbury's being Ca- 
lumniated by the French Agents to 
Xing Charles II. in order to put him 
out from being Preſident of the Council, 
and from all Publick Adminiſtration. 


My LORD, 


HE juy conceived by the Miniſters 

of this Court, at the diſplacing of 

my Lord of Shaft:bury from his great Ot- 
tice of Preſident of the King's Council, and 
conſequently from all Adminiſtration of 
Publick Aﬀairs, 1s as open and unexpreſ- 
ſible as the Inſtruments and Cauſes of ſuch 
a Change are ſeerct ; bur ſo far as I have 
had any irtclligence of this grand Aﬀair, 
which I predict to be no good Omen to 
our poor Country, I am free, and | hold 
my tclt in duty bound to communicate to 
your Lordſhip; who perhaps will nor 
much wonder at fuch a change, when 1 
icll you that the Emitlaries of this Courr, 
but more eſpecially the women &ind, 
whom I nced not Name, have inceſlantly 
as they have been taught their _ 
een 
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been buzzing the King in the Ears with 
ſuch Calumnies and Accuſation, as here 
follow according as they are inſerted 
here. 


They were to lay hold on all opportu- 
nities, to render the ſaid Noble Lord ob- 
noxious to the King, but yet to be very 
render in their firſt attack, and therefore 
frequently to ſay ; That truly his Preſident 
was a perſon of incomparable Parts and 
Abilities in matters of State, and that ro 
do him Juſtice,he had done his Prince as im- 
portant ſervice as any of his Subjects ; 
That though he had in former times fallen 
in with the republican intereſt, which was 
then predominant in the Nation ; yet he 
had fince ſhewed ſo mnch Zeal for the 
Monarchy, as might juſtly oblicerace all 
former miſcarriages; provided ſtill he 
proved conſtant in his Devoir, and gave no 
fuſpition of his being inclinable to re-aſ- 
ſume theprinciples, which he ſeemed once 
ſo entirely co have forſaken; and when 
they had again and again made way by 
ſuch infinuations as theſe for more deſpe- 
rate Attacks ; They urged his Majeſty mighc 
Call co mind the time and occation when, 
as well as of whom the Earl had once ſaid, 
that when a man is wanting to himſelf, he 
deſerves that others ſhould be ſo ro him 
alſo ; and he might conſider how falſe and 
dange- 
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dangerous a Maxime that was, when it re- 
ferr'd to a Prince or ones Country, to 
whom one 15 never allowed ro be want- 
ing; Thar the Earl had been as good as his 
word, was already ſufficiently manifeſt, 
when he had diſcovered in Parliament the 
ſecret motives that had engaged the King 
to grant Liberty of Conſcience before the 
late War, as well as his Alliance with 
Fyance, and infinuated the deſigns his Ma- 
jeſty had to retrench the liberty of Parlia- 
ments, which was indeed no more then 
ro reduce that Afembly within the bounds 
of their Duty ; that his conduct ever ſince 
in promoting the Teſr, &c. gave no ſmall 
Umbrage that he meant more then a bare 
exclution of his RoyalHighneſs from publick 
Offices ; Thar they could nor be poſitive 
that a change of Government was def1gn- 
ed thereby, and a new etlay for the mon- 
ſftrous Meramorphotis of the Monarchy in- 
ro a Republick once more ; but thar ſurely, 
it looked that way; For if the thing were 
conflidered aright, the King, 'rwas true, 
was an Eſtabliſhed Prince, and now leng 
in polleflion, and in whoſe perſon there 
could be no plauſible pretence ro induce 
the people to abandon that form of Go- 
vernment; and for the Regal power it ſelf, 
the time was yet too ſhort ſ1nce a Compa- 
ny of Tyrants had plunged the State into 


* Troubles, for to propoſe an entire aboli- 
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tion of King's a ſecond time, ſeeing thoſe 
very perſons who went under the notion 
of Republicans, did nor fo much yer aim 
for the moſt part at the change of the 
form of the Monarchical Government, as 
at the diminution of the Authority ; and 
hence it might be reaſonably inferred, that 
the Earl well foreſeeing he could nor pro- 
ceed directly ro that which he aimed ar, 
began cunningly to take a round which 
he judged would conduct him with more 
{afery io the ſame end : And thar ſeeing no 
poſlibility of diſpoſleſſing the King, he had 
formed a delign ro dilinherit the perſon 
that ought ro ſucceed him, being aſſu- 
red that the beſt expedient to deſtroy the 
regal Dignity, was to diſturb the order of 
Succethon ; And that his Majeſty muſt needs 
foreſee the dangers arifing from the Coun- 
ſells of ſo pernicious a Man, whoſe autho- 
rity in Court, Parliament and City was 
equally formidable as his Pollicy. 


I will not rake upon me to determine 
what great ſervices his Majeſty has loſt by 
the diſcarding of this great Stateſman, he 
may want it in time, and be better perſwa- 
ded then ever of the Character himſclf has 
given ance of him upon his reſolution of a 
difficult Cafe, viz. That he had a Chan- 
cellor who knew more Law than all his 
Judges, and more Divinity than all his 
Biſhops ; 
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Biſhops ; if theſe particulars be not new 
ro your Lordſhip, I delire to know it, 
that I may be more cautious for the future 
in my Intelligence, wherein I always 
aim at pleaſing your Lordſhip, 


Paris, Ang. 
29', 1681. Ilho am 


YTotur bumble Serwyant: 
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Of the Dake- of York's. being in France 


1wice,,, and Cloſetted by the French: 
K zn8.. His 'Rencounter with the French 
Ambaſſagoar Barillon: i His Wives ill 
ſucceſs in France. Her Petition to rhe, 
French Kzng. Return withoat Relief, . 


43d her fatal Enid: 


My Lord, | : 

A D TI been able to have given your 
K Ik Lordſhip ſome. remarkable paſlages 
relating to the 


Popiſh Plot was in Vogue and Agitition , 1 
do not doubt but I ſhould have perforin'd 


a grateful part to you ;'ver'T find ſome-. 


thing ſo ſingular and diverting therein,that 
I cannot but flatter tny ſelf, it will ſtill, in 


; | Duke, and Mr. Coleman's , 
Hiſtory, in the time the great Afﬀair of the 


ſome meaſure, prove agreeable, Mr. Cole- . 


man had, for a Jong time, \manag'd the 1n- 


trigues between the French and Engliſh ., 


Courts, and that your Lordſtup well knows, 


for his Letters that were ſeiz'd'and publiſhe”., 


make it evident ; and he was bone of the. 


chief Inftruments to draw his Maſter, the 
Duke of York ,, into ſo cloſe a Correſ- 


pondence with them as he was ingag'd in, .. 


of which your Lordſhip has heard before; an 


from the Year 1676, to near the time he © 
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was Arraign'd and Condemn'd forthe Po- 
piſh Plot; 1 am free tg Jain you, my 

Lord, That alt His Letters rough my 

hands, being firſt direaed.tq a Frexch Gen- 
tleman, who took care to tranſmit them to- 
me, with Oxdets to fend them to Father 

St. Germain, who manag'd all Afﬀajrs be- 

tween him and Father £4 Chaiſe, .but I faw 

the Contents of few or no@ne of hem, till 

lately I have. found them. angopg other 

things of that kind in the Minntes of our 

French Secretary, and which Is the Reaſon 

your Lordſhip has not receiv'd this Account 

ſooner, at which, I am ſure, you gaggot puty 
ſtand aſtoniſhed, as I was my ſelf, wheg 
acquaint you, that I find it entred here, that | 
the Duke of York was, during this; famous 
Correſpondence , two ſeveral. times in 
France, and Cloſetted to boot, by his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty(which, by the. way,nafolds 
the Myſtery of the Prarhfals [ hayeformer- 
ly mentioned, about Trapanning the Princes + 
into France) but it was both tunes by Night, 
and the Works of Darkneſs, between One 
and Two of the Clock in the Moxning, tru- 
ity perſons being ready poſted to Iatroduce 
him: And one time a Councellor of the 
Parliament of Parts. to whom, Some of Cole- 
man's Letters were direted, happening ac- 
cidentally to let fall an Expreſſion, intima- 
ting, That the Duke of York was come thi- 
ther in Perſon, tho” it, was Voic'd up. and. 
down among the Courtiers-it was Caen ; 
c 
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he receip'd aivery ſevere.Check far his unſeq- 
ſonable Jnadyertence z, angl, as/a farther pur 
nithmegt, he had no more any Secrets com- 
municated t9 him : for, the Letters from 
thenceforward were diſkribpted by enother 
way. - The firſt time the. Dake was Cloſet- 
ted, was A little before the ſecopd Dntch 
War, to- concert Meaſores, how he ſhould 
be enabled to induce his Brather to give his 
Conſent t0.it to. promote the French Deſigns 
thereby ; as was likewiſe gur Famous Ad- 
miral Sir Edward Spragg, for the ſame pur- 
poſe, not very long after the Duke, The 
econd time was a little hefare the Splendid 
and Extraordinary French Embaſſy was fens 
into Englend, and wherein Meaſures were 
Concerted how to induce gur King to give 
his Conſeat to have the Princeſs Afary Mar- 
ried into France ; and,jn-caſe that would not 
do, how. -tq Steal her, and fend her away 
when they went off; but this Intrigue com- 
ing, tobe. privately difcover'd' to the King, 
by one of the Duke's great 'Confidents , he 
had the Cunning to diflemble! the matter , 
and took no manner of natice of it to the 
Duke his Brother, but gave fecret 

that a ſtrict Eye and a good Guard ſhou 
be kept over the Princeſs, and. would nor 
permit the Duke to have her abroad upon a- 
ny Invitations, or other prerence; whatſoe- 
ver, tall the Embaſladorys. were quite gone ; 
ſaying, It would adminiſter Jealouſzge to His 
People, if She ſhould be permitted $0 ſtir abroad 
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much, while the''French Sparks continued 1 
England. And to prevent the like Plots 
upon her for the Future, and to pleaſe His 
_ People, who were now upon the fret, and, 
as they would have it here out of Diſplea- 
ſure againſt ſuchan Indire& and Raſh Pro- 
cedure, which, | had it taken effe&, as he 
ſaid, would have daſhed him and his Govern- 
ment in an Inſtant upon an inevitable Rock, 
he Married Her, as your Lordſhip well re- 
members, to the Prince of Orange, to the 
great Regret and Vexation of the French 
Court , and of the Duke ton, who, from 
thenceforward hath not cared how almoſt he 
expoſed the King his Brother, by engaging of 
Him in continual Troubles for his fake, nor 
how cloſely he United with the Freneh Fa- 
ction, who afterward wreakt their Revenge 
for ſome time-upon the Duke himſelf, but 
chiefly upon'the King, by their Intrigues, in 
bringing the following Popiſh Plot upon the 
Stage: Both the times the: Duke was on 
this ſide, the King knew not of, or at Jeaſt 
they delign'd He ſhould believe fo, but 
thought he was retir'd for Indifpotſion, yet 
both times'he bronght Remittances for con- 
{iderable Sums- of Money ; yet the French 
were highty diſpleaſed at him for his failure 
in the aforeſaid Match, and the ſubſequent 
Þlot upon his Daughter ; ſo tar, as that they 
Suſpended his Penfions, as they likewiſe did 
Coleman's, which made them both incline ro 
Revolt to the Spaniſh Faction, and moved 
| the 
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the Duke to! ſome ſeeming: willingneſs to 
£0 over, and Command the Enzlfh Forces in 
Flanders, in the War then likely to be de- 
clared from England againft- France ; for 
which they were.cruelly revenged upon Mr. 
Coleman, by contriving his Ruin and Death, 
and againſt the Duke of Terk too, by the diſ- 
covery of the Popiih Plot,in wlucbthey were 
highly Inſtrumental, and by imploying the 
Putcheſs of Por:ſmouth, and ſome other .of 
their Creatures in our Conrt, which-were bt+ 
gotted to their Intereſts,to promote the Bill 
of Excluſion, that ſo that Prince might be 
brought under a neceſsity.as they thought,to 
return to,and abſolutely to rely upon them 
for when, in thoſe Troubleſom Times, the 
Duke was forced to retire to Bruxells, the 
French King, was heard to ſay, That bad he 
follow'd his Counſel, and been conſtant to him; 
he ſhould not have needed to haye retir'd: to 
Bruxells, or to any other place but France'; 
But however, I find all was accommodated 
again afterward, and the Duke got cloſer 
in with them than ever, when the Whig. 
party, as they calld ir, was quaſh'd , and 
things were ripe for anotþer. Plot, called; 
The Pr. one. ' But. however, before 
that Breach we "have ſpoken: of with :the 
Imwke and Coleman, they were reſalv'd firſt 
to get ſome Service ont of them; for, find- 
ing, afrer the 'Allyance with Zolland, that 
our King was ſomewhat-inclin'd to camply 
with His Pathaments and Peoples Inftances, 
Aaaga 3 a3 
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well as thoſe made to Him by the Confede- 
rate Miniſters in Declaring a War in con- 
junction with them againſt France, as ap- 
pear'd by His Speech to the Parliament ; But 
more by their Voting a Fleet of Ninety 
Capital Men of War, and an Army of Nine 
and twenty thouſand Land-ſoldiers for that 
purpole : of all which it does appear, Cole- 
man ſent over hither a ſpeedy Account; 
'They then preſently Renewed their Penb- 
ons to him, and to the Duke for ſome time, 
with a Solemn Promiſe of a coniiderable 
Sum by way of Gratuity beſides, if they 
could fo far prevail. as to ſow ſuch Diſlen- 
tions between the King and Parliament, as 
might hinder thoſe Preparations by being 
teconded by ain Actual Declaration of War , 
which they did effectually ; for they had, by 
their Creatures, inſpired into the heads of 
the moſt Stirring and Active Members of 
the Houſe, that the Pretence of War againſt 
triamce, was only a Court-trick to get Mo- 
ney, and a Standing, Army to Enſlave the 
Nation; and thcrefore it were not their 
beſt way to truſt the King with Money for 
that purpoſe, unleſs it were at certain 
motierare-Sums, and with ſuch Limitations 
as might Secure them from;any Arbitrary 
Deligns;, and from Intrignes with the 
French ;, and at the ſame thyme it was Iniuſed, 
wirh much Artifice, tothe King's Head , 
*f har 1f he once venrured-on a War againit - 
Frunce without 21 {ncoemlitional -Vore for 
"2 ſufficient 
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ſufficient Hupplies' and that in very con- 
ſiderable $vms at once; as for Gr, 11s 
of ſo mich yearly as Johg as. the War laſt- 
ed ; that "he was an undone andToſt Man, 
and would, by that falſe ſtep, be. infallibly 
vnhinged'; by which Artifices a Declara- 
tion of Wir againſt France was 1o long 
protraQted*, till the Hollangers deſpairing 
of any good from England, "were neceſlity- 
ted to clap up a Separate Peace ( which 
the Frenth, with all diligence, propoſed to 
them) whilſt the King and Parhament m 
England were diſputing the - Caſe abour 
Funds for the War, My Lord, I have been 
neceſſitated to recapituflate ſome things 
here, which 1 remember 1 have Written 
a Larger Account of to your Lordſhip , 
and that becauſe 1 could” not well other- 
wiſe have broupht in the ſucceeding part 
of Mr. Coleman's Hiftory, who, to ſay no- 
thing of the Dike , 'having effected the 
foremention'd Divilions , Jealouſies and 
Difputes , daim'd his Pronifed Reward 
of Monſieur Barillon , the French Ambaſ- 
fador at LTondon, having yet receiyed 
but one Payment of it-; but the flie /on- 
freur finding his Buſineſs was fo far done, 
that he” was able to go an with the reſt 
himſelf withoiur their aſsiſtance-, pur him 
off at fifſt with Fair Words, but  Cle- 
man till Renewing .his Inſtances, Ba- 
rillon began to ſlight his Applications , 
and at laſt told him , in Down-right 
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Terms , he had no Orders. to. Pay him a- 
ny more Money ; That. he had Receiv'd 
enongh for the: Buſineſs he had done; 
ince there were other Inſtruments which 
he had there, who had done more , and 
een much more Serviceable in.. it than 
himſelf; and, in a word, That. bis Maſter, 
the French King, had no further occaſion 
for the Service, of ſuch a Sawcy, Imperti- 
nent, and Inconſiderable Fellow as he 
was: Coleman was Netled to the Quick 
at this UnexpeQed Treatment , which 
he conceived he had not deſerved at their 
hands ; and therefore he reply'd again as 
warmly , laying , That for his part he had 
nrcletted mucy greater Rewards then nhat he 
demanded of im , and which was bus Juſt 
Dre, which he might have had from the Con- 
F-der.ate Party ; and that now ſince be found 
Le was fo lighted, be ſhould take care to lit 
them fee they y/ ould find the miſs of his Servi- 
ces, by nhat ke would, and was refoſnd to do 
for the other fide, and that he queſtions a not but 
to brin;r tae Duke bis 1 aſter to be quickly of bis 
Mind": Bari!on thereupon anſwer'd, That 
his M;ſter would be ſure to ſind them ſuch Im- 
plnyment in a ſhort time, that they ſhould bave 
1:9 leajure to think of ſerving the Confederates, 
or bntingg the French in Flanders , bauing 
alreafy ſuch a. pack of Hands in;a readineſs. 
as nould quizkly ſnap kim, and bun: bis Ma- 
fer ve off his L's , if "be aid but offer to 
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depart ſo much from bis own Jntereſt as to 
quit theirs, | | 


After this mutual Huff, Coleman 'going to 
take -his Leave of Monſieur Barillon.,' the 
Frenchman retaining {till a ſpice of Freneb 
Civility , came to-attend him - to the 
Gate , where ., ſeeing Coleman's '' Coach 
ſtanding right before: it ; ©Sir , ſaid he, 
* briskly to him, What is the meaning 
* of this, that your Coach ſtands right 
* before my Door, that is no place' for a 
* perſon of your mean ſtation: and qua- 
* ity. bs 
* That's ſtrange , Monſieur, Aniwer'd 
* Coleman, 1 ſhould be of meaner quality 
* now, then [I uſed to be; there, you know 
well enough, it uſed to ſtand; But pray 
' where would you have it to ſtand then, 
* continu'd he ? © Two or three doors off, 
* cry'd Barillon : © So indeed, ſaid Coleman, 
*I nſed to place it, when I went to a Baw- 


& 
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* dy-houſe, but I did not take yours to be. 


* fuch till now, and fo adiew. It was bnt 
a tew aays after this rencounter, my Lord, 
that Coleman was ſeized for the Popiſh Plot, 
at the news of which,the Diſcourſe was at the 
French Secretaries,thatColeman would certain- 
lv paydear for having adventured to diſpleaſe 
the King their Maſter ; for that they had 
periwaded the Conceited Fonl to keep 
h1s Papers all by him, which they flar- 
ter d | him, were Rare Compoſitions, and 
F | | Specunens 
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Specimens of incomparable Wit and Parts, 
in which they ſaid were things, not only 
enough to hang him out of the way, but ſo 
to hamper the King and Duke too,” and in- 
volve. them in fuch Troubles , that they 
would be glad to quit all-their thooghts of 
leaning towards the Confederates, and fo 
return again to theirintereſts at laſt, as moſt 
expedient for them ;- ant that they had im- 
Ployed ſuch Tools as 'would not fail ro Diſ- 
cover all their Iarvigues,and be in ſpight of 
their Teeth, forc'd' to a&ts of Repentance 
and forrow for what they had done : And 
in fine, when Coleman was Condemn'd, and 
the Duke would have interpos'd for a Par- 
don for him, Monſieur Barillon oppog'd it 
Tooth and Nail, atid ſaid, He ought to be 
Sacrificed upon that becaſion, and that if be 
were not, the King bis Maſter would find means 
to bave a worſe Diſcovery made, than all that 
had yet been made #0 appear out of his Papers or 
otherwiſe : After Coleman was Hang'd, his 
Wife reduc'd to a forlorn [tate, retir'd into 
France, and preſented a Petition to the 
French Kin, to this effect. | 
That whereas her late Hwband, beſides his 
many other good and timous ſervices done to his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, bad upon bis inſtances 
by bis Minftcr at London, bired an Houſe in 
Deans-yard i# Weſtminſter, of a confiderattle 
Rent, ſome tire before that Sejfion of Parliament 
woerem the matter of a Wat againſt the King- 
#172 of France was to be debated and agitated, 
{or 
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far the better convenience of Treating ſome 
Members of Parliament, and ſome other Gentle- 
men that bad :nfluence over them ;, That be bad 
expended vonſiderable Sums of AMony that way, 
as be had done im like manner amons other uſe- 
ful mſtruments be bad in the-Conntyy as well as 
the City for promwting bis Majeſties Service tm 
England, for which be bad detlined much great- 
&r Kewards from the Spaniſh, Imperial, and 
Dutch Miniſters, and other Agents, than be 
expetied .or deſired from bim,, whom be ſerved 
more by inclination than Intereſt ;, and (that be 
had had the good Fortune bappily to effe&# the 
great task impoſed on bim by his moſt Chriſtiatt 
Majeſties Commands, in deviding the King of 
England and his Parhament , and breaking tht 
neck of the intended War againſt France ; that 
yer for all that, when his work was aocompliſh'd, 
Monſieur Barillon bad refuſed to pay him bis ex- 
pences, and never bad given him one quarter of 
the Su 1 be was to have hal for that Affair, and 
much leſsthe Expences be bad been at ;; And that 
now at laſt be bad loſt bis dear Life for ſervins 
his Majeſty, by which ſad diſaſter, ſhe and her 
Family bemp ruin'd, and reduc'd to miſery and 
grea? want ;, ſhe therefore humbly beſought his 
Majeſty, if be would be pleas d to do nothing elſe 
for ber, that be would order her the payment of 
ber Husband's Arrears, &C. | 
To which Petition, my Lord, this Court 
Reply'd, That Mr. Coleman, her Husband, 
had had more Mony from them than he de- 
ſerv'd ; Thar he had becn a falſe, inconſtant 
Raſcal, 
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Raſcal, and had bronght himſelf to that 
ſhametul end by his own Folly and Knavery, 


- having had the impudence to threaten his 


Majeſties Embaſſador, to turn Cat in Pan, 

&c. That his Majeſty had nothing to ſay to 
licr, and would not give her one Farthing; 
which furly Anſwer fo thunder-itruck the 
Poor Woman, that ſhe return'd over into 
England 0 enragd, and in ſuch a dreadful 
Fit of Deſpair, that ſhe miſerably cut her 
own Throat, at her Lodging in London ; 

which relation and Coppy, of the Petition 
I had delivered me by an Engliſh Prieſt, who 
was Coleman's Wife's Confeſlor, and which 
after I had Tranſcrib'd it , 1 delivered to 
the Enylyh E--- to be ſent * King Charles 
the Id. that he might ſee how his Bro- 
ther's Creatures ſerved him ; but how 
he repreſented it is beyond my know- 
ledge to tell. I have been tedious and am 
afiraid troubleſome to your Lordſhip by a 
long Epiſtle, but the Curioſities whereof the 
various parts of it are Compoſed, will I hope 
be as powerful a lenitiue againſt any Di/- 
pleaſurc | may have incurred from your Lord- 
ſhip, as they have been incitatives for me 


to write it, who am, My Lord, 


Paris, Apr. 7. Your moſt humble, 
1653. XN, St, and moſt obedi- 
cnt Servant. 
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LETTER LXVII- 


of the Mar ueſs de Louvois's being in 
England ſeveral times in King Charles 
the 11. Reign, and about what Baſineſs. 


My Lord, 

N' my laſt to your Lordſhip, I have given 
fome intimarions concerning the Dnkes 
being in France, and' Cloſetted by the French 
King, and of Mr, Coleman's Negotiations, 
and imbroylments with this Court, together 
with his Wifes Calamitous life, and Tragical 
death, which I believe were wholly new to 
you ; And I cannot think but that of the 
Marqueſs de Louvois, our -great Miniſter of 
State here, his being again and again in'Eng- 
land andCloſetted there with the King and 
Duke, muſt be =-qually ftrange and ſorpriz- 
ing to you; but tho it bea ſecret, I verily 
believe, to all other perſons on your fide, 
except the two foremeution'd perſons; yet it 
is not ſo entirely ſuch here, eſpecially ir our 
Office: that he has been wanting ſometimes, 
and hardly any of his Family knew what was 
become of him, is moſt certain, an& upon 
ſuch occaſions, it was ſometimes given out, 
he was indiſpos'd in the Country ; ſometimes 
that he was ſent into Flanders, Alſatia, &c. 
whether he afterwards wenr aQtually with 
ſo mych expedition, tho he rode in a Litter, 
that his Journeys into England were never 


per- 
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perceiv'd : I find two ſeveral occaſions 

wherein he was Cloſerted. 
' 1. About ayear before the breaking out of _ 
&he ſecond Dutch Wear, when he was fent 
particularly to help the King and his Brother 
to concert. the Preparations for, and man- 
ner of Carrying on that War. 

2, To concert meaſures how tp ſtave off 
the effects of the Papyh Plot, by remitting 
of Mony to diſſolve Parliaments, and. by p- 
ther methods, when they ſaw they .were 
carrying things farther then the French In- 
tereſt required to haye them driven, but 
upon candition the two. Brothers ſhould nat 
depart from their Intereſts. for the future ; 
To complot meaſures how to enſnare the 
Prateſtant Party, and eſpecially the high 
Patriots in a Plot that ſhould quite ex- 
tinguiſh the Popiſh one, and give the Duke 
of York opportunity to cut off all thoſe who 
ſtood in the way between him and the 
 Crawn,and between the Crown and abſoJute 
Power ; All which Cloſettings have been 
very ſhort as well as private, and perform- 
cd with incredible diligence, and of. which 
'tis all Iam able to inform your Lardſhip, 
and. with which I conclude, remaining , 


My Lord, 
Paris, May 16, Your Lordſhipsmoſt 
, $683. 2. $6 humble: Servant. 


LETTER 
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LETTER 1LXVE> >/3 > 
'& that called the Pregpyrorinc Plots" 


My Lord, | 

Was. not a littte caſein with Hs 1 

find your Lardſhip's:' Name was not in- 
certed in the Lift 1+ have :fwen .of Porſdng 
taken vp for the Plot; 1 have had thewvani- 
ty to flatter my ſelf, that ſome things that 
I have-'Writ lately. to your-Hlonour concern- 
ing MonGieur Louveies Negotiations in'Eng- 
lind, may infpive you with a more-thaw or- 
dinary-C Caution-upon fuch an occaſion where-" 
in ,when - it. ſhall tye- with your Lordſhip's | 
conveniency to let me have a Line from you, 
I do. not defire ſo much- yo be fatisfied, as 
— I = to: A oe 
CO in reſpec to my $ 
{ince: L have Omoreaſbwic fa ped your Hon: | 
our may: be uneaſy! under 2 preſent | 
cumſtance: of things, 4nd |Þ have heard; 
ſectled too ; I have little to fay at preſent: 
how far the Miniſters. of this Court are en- 
gazed. in ſtarting | of. this Conſpiracy,;what - 
I have formerly Written concexnipg . their 
Management of the ſeveral Fa&ions in Eng- 
land, may give your Lordſhip ſome view of 
their Dei igns ; but what they generally ſay 
of it, is, That it was now ſeaſonable to ſet 
up-a "Proteſtant one, as a freſh game; and 
. lince by their ſtrong concurrence, when Fn 
aw 
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faw it time, they had enabI'd the King. to 
ſtife the other Popiſh. onez and-thereby di- 
verted the current of his Arms ready to fall 
upon them ; it. was- neceſſary, having. neiv 
Deſigns of Conqueſts in view (and what can 
it be, but Zuxemburg block't up by them 
laſt year); to raiſe a new Diſturbance inf 
bis Dominions, which could not be better! 
efteted now, than by ſtarting a Plot of an-- 
other Stamp, which 'wonld not only inca- 
pacitate - the King to interpoſe, and'put a 
ſtop to their career, -but would alſo be an 
eftecual means to make the holding of Par-' 
laments impracticable at leaſt for a time, 
and make him quite faſt in a manner t0'their 
King's Purſe-ſtrings', towards which they | 
had by the other Plot made ſuch conſiderable 
Advances, I do preſume your Lordſhip 
retains ' the ſame Engliſh Spirit you were | 
ever Maſter of,and are asconſtant, notwith- 
ſtanding all the viciſlitudes of Stats, which 
have happen'd in your-time, which 1s the 
RM 
am, 


n1 retain ſtill my uſual freedom, who 


My Lord, 
Paris, July 21, Your humble Servant. 
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LETTER EXX. 
41 1991 ' t "| | 


Of the Flidel of ' Ships ſont, by King 
Charles TI. 4p French K;ng, &c. 


My Lord, | 
Do preſume it is a matter no longer 
doubted of, that our King is fallen in 

mors than ever with the intereſts of this 
Court; the many Models and Draughts 
of Ships which he has ſent over hither, 
.and ſome whereof I have ſeen at the Mar- 
queſs de Louvois, is a convincing proof of 
it, tho they are ſomewhat. deſirous to give 
it another Term here, and ſay ; His Britan- 
4: Majeſty is - well known to be the only 
Prince in the World that.underftands Ship- 
ping the- beſt,” and that only-out-of a lit- 
tle Vanity, to ſhew his great Abilities 
in that way, he ſent diverſe Models, not 
only into France, but elſe . where alſo; 
tho the real Capſe, as I have heardgt whiſ- 
per'd, was his want of Jealouſy, and with- 
al to Coaks as much Mony out. of them as 
he covld ; and in order .to enhance the 
fame, he ſent alſo Artiſts over as well as 
Models, for which, ' by the Account. / 
have ſeen; tho it ſeems to be ſomewhat 
imperfe&, as to the particulars, he hath 
already receiv'd, at times, above 606000 
Ponnds Sterling, which is all the particu- 
lars 7 conld ever attain to. in. relation to 
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this matter, that Lknow is,the moſt ungrate- 
ful to yobr "Lordſhip *to' underſtand per- 
' haps, of any thing that has:at any time 

dropp'd from my P 3: therefore / 'am 

glad 'tis thus contratted; as Tim always 
of an opportunity to acknowledg how much 
1 am, 


Paris, Tune 4. | My Lotd, 


1684.N.S. Your Lordſhip's moſt 


Humble Servant. 


LETTER LXXL 

' The Conduit of the' Court of France to- 
wards the. Dake of . York, during his 
aboad in Flanders' and. Scotland,” &c. 


My Lotd, Sn | 
OUR Lordſhip will bad believe the 
*Treachery of the ,Miniſters of this 

ourt,, who ſince 1 have. kuown them, 

would ſtick at no manner. of YVillany to 
gain their_ends; and our unhappy Princes 
have from tie to time given them but too 
much opportunity to work their deſigns 
throvgh their. own ſidesz and this / have 
already made to. appear by ſeveral inſtan- 
ces to your Lordſhip, and . Ihall further 
now by obſerving that notwithſtanding 
his Royal ' Higbneſſes Compliance —_ 
them 
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them in the - buſineſs of - Marrying his 
Daughter , {ſo far as' te toufd; and upon 
diverſe -other ooccafions, 'as 7 have formerly 
hinted : Yet at- thar time when he was 
fored to retire to Braxels, they were 
very angry with him, and almoft all rhe 
reſt of the Engliſh' Papifts,. hecauſe fo 
many of them had ſeem'4'Zealous toſerve 
the Spaniſh intereſt , under, the Duke in 
Flanders ;, may, and the Frenth King him- 
ſelf was heard to fay, That had be folow- 
ed his Counſel, aud bad . been conftant to 
hmm, -he ſhould not have needed to retire to 
Bruxels, or to any other. place, but France , 
as I think I mention'd before to your Lord- 
ſhip. Tho they ſeenrd afterward to: mollify 
ſomewhat towards him; yer they ſer their 
Emiſſaries on work in' England and Scot- 
land, to deal with ſome "perſons , about 
whom they had formerly got' ſome Light 
in Monſieur Ruvipn?”s time,” to get the 
Duke ſent into Scotland ro make a Party 
there, while they privately engag'd the 
Dutcheſs of Portſmonth and the Excluſi- 
oners in England, to do their, utmoſt, both 
in Court and Parliament, 'to' get him Ex- 
cluded fromthe Succeffion, in hopes, and 
with this accurſed view, that England 
having proceeded ſo far, as to put him by 
the Succefſfion ; Scotland would declare for 
him, and ſo the two Kingdoms be rent 
in ſunder, and afflicted with a tedious War, 
wherein they had reſolvd to aſfliſt the 
Bbbbb 2 latter 


The Secret Hiſtozy 


latter ; and yet, my. Lord, *tis ſtrange to 
think it, yet .{o it is that they. were not 
true to him even there; for they got it 
privately propos'd to a certain Noble\Fami- 
ly in the Kingdom of Scotland, deriv'd from 
Blood Royai, that if they would put in a 
claim to the Scotch Crown, and throw off the 
Title of the two Brothers, upon preten- 
hons to be ſuggeſted to them, and that 
Scotland would ſet up again for a King- 
dom under a King of its own, and renew 
their Anticat . League with . Frayce, they 
ſhould be Aſſiſted effe&ually ; and ſhould 
beſides have the Lands of the Dutchy of 
Chate'eraut, and the Honours and Lands of 
Lubrny, &Cc.. with many other additions 
reſtor'd to them, and over and - above all 
this, a large Aunnal Penſion, and all the 
old Priviledges granted - formerly to the 
Sootch Nation renewed and conſiderably 
augmented ; but tho, my Lord, that No- 
ble Family refusd ta hearken to theſe 
their Treacherous Invitations, yet there 
cannot a greater inſtance ſcarce be given 
of their Villanous Deſigns than this, which 
I conld not but communicate to your Lord- 
ſhip upon this cccaſton, who am, 


| My Lord, 
Paris Sept. 6. Your Humble Servant, 
1684. N.S. 


IETTER 


of WH1TEHA LE 
LETTER TLXXII, 


Of Kzng Charles IT's. Reſolution 4 little 
before his Death, to alter his mes 
thod ef Government. 


My Lord, 


Am very well ſatisfied your Lordſhip 

I muſt know in a very great meaſure, 
the preſent Reſolutions of the King, in 
reſpet to his Future Government, when 
you know ſo well by whoſe Agency he was 
at firſt Undeceiv'd, and by whoſe Coun- 
cil and Aſſiſtance he intends to proceed ; 
but the Miniſters here have too many 
Agents ſtill about him to remain long Ig- 
norant of the Deſign, and are not a little 
Allarnrd to underſtand, his Majeſty hath 
reſolv'd to reſtore all Charters, to call 
a Parliament, and thereby to get a mo- 
derate Liberty ſettled on Diſfenters, and 
to have the Boundaries of Prerogative, 
Parliamentary Priviledges, and Popular 
Liberty ſo clearly ſettled and explain, 
that there may ariſe no more Diſputes a+ 
bout them between King and People for 
the Future; and that it ſhall be,made Trea- 
{Gn afrer thar, even in Parliament, once 
to moye any things prejudicial to the 
Bbbbb 3 King's 
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King's declar'd and explain'd Prerogatives, 
or to the Parliament and Peoples declar'd 
Priviledges and Liberties ; ;an&rhat all Of- 
ficers Milicary and Civil , ſhall be equally 
Sworn to maintain the one as well as the 
other ; that the Duke, for the preſent, 
ſhall be Solicited to go for Scotland, at- 
tended with f{uch Perſons as would take 
care to obſerve his Steps narrowly; and 
Lat in his Abſence the Princels Mary be 
Declar'd Heir Preſumptive to the Crown, 
and the Prince invited to Reſide with her 
in F7gland till the King's Death, and the 
Duke totally Excluded, and confin'd to 
hve at Afodena or Rome, and nor 1n this 
Kingdom, or elſewhere ; but to have all 
his Revennes allow'd him ; and that if he 
prove Refractory, and refuſe to Retire 
any where elſe, but into France, that then 
he ſhall not only be depriv'd of his Reve- 
nue, but. be altogether confin'd in ſome 
Caſtle in England under a good Guard, &c. 
[ do not queſtion, my Lord, but this matter 
is ſuſficiently aggravated by the French Emiſ- 
faries, and perhaps there may be ſomething 
more in it, thzn I am able to fathom; 
however it was my Duty to Tranſmit the 
fame as 1 Fnd i: repreſented, tho your Lord- 
ſhip may know much more truly the Fact, 
than 
Paris am. a, My Lord, 

1685, N.S.' Your hvmble Servant. 


LETTER 


LETTER -LXXIII, 
of Kjng Charles II's, Death 


My Lord, 
Our Lordſhip may expe& I ſhould 
acquaint you how much ſurpriz'd I 
was at the News of the King's Death.; 
but the manner it was Fecei's here quite 
drownd my Aſtoniſhment in that Kind, 
and ſo it would any true Engliſh Man, to 
ſce this Court haye the News 6f. his Ma- 
jeſties Death, or at leaſt pretend to have 
it, and give Orders for Mourning, before 
our Engliſh Envoy had any ſuch Notice 
given ; To that when he_ came, accordin 
to Cultom, to give them intimation of it, 
all the Coprt was ſeen in Mourning before 
Night, and all perſons of. Note in this 
City the next day; I'll leave your Lord- 
ſhip to Refle& upon the Tranſa@tions and 
Circumſtances of it, which tho compre- 
hended in a few words, may afford a larger 
Field for Thought, than any thing my 
mind can at preſent ſnggeſt unto me, or 
my Intelligence reach unto, bur it puts me 
in mind of ſomewhat (I think) I have writ in 
my laſt to your Lordſhip, and fo I fappoſe it 
F1ay do your Honour, if it has not already, 
bur I ain, My Lora, 
Paris Feb, 22, Your kcmole Servant 
1635. N.S. LETTES 


[ne 


So & % # 


The Secret Hiſtow 


LETTER I. 


Of King James -( when Dake of York) 
his pervertion to the Popiſh Religion, 
how and when it was done, &C, 


My Lord, 


OUR Lordſhip cannot imagine how 

over-joy'd both Court aud Country 
are here , upon the News of the King's go- 
ing Publickly to the Roman Catholick Chap- 
pel, upon His Aſſumption of the Crown ; 
and many and various Diſcourſes it has oc- 
caſion'd concerning His firſt Imbracing the 
Roman Faith ;, an Account whereof may not 
perhaps be unpleaſing to your Lordſhip : 
And therefore I ſhall endeavour to grati- 
fie your Honour therein, to the utmoſt of 
my power ; ſome have been of opinion, that 
the Zeal, Example, and Exhortations of the 
Queen His Mother , to whom He ſeemed 
always to pay the greateſt Deference, had 
wrought this Change early in him; and that 
the long Converſation he had had with 
thoſe of the Roman Communion in France , 
Flanders and other places, had fortify'd him 
in the ſame Sentiments he had before im- 
bib'd, and which at laſt appear'd in an open 
Profeſiion; but , however this has 'a very 
great appearance of truth, its utterly de- 
ny'd here, and averred with great Elogi- 
_ XS | —””* year 
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nm's upon him, that it happened to him as 
it did to one of the Ancients, as Recorded 
in Holy Writ , that he ſhould find in the 
Gall of a Monſter , that was about- to de- 
vour him, that, wherewith to cure him of 
his Blindneſs. For, that it was in' Reading 
of the Hiſtory of the Reformation, written 
by a Proteſtant Author, that he came to 
ſee the Error wherein his Birth had engag'd 
him ; that when he was obligd, when 
in Exile, to leave the Kingdom of France, 
and to retire to Bruxels, and having leaſure 
enough to Read, he lighted there upon the 
Hiſtory of the Reformation, written by Dr. 
Heylin , which he Read with much Atrenti- 
on ; and notwithſtanding the many ſtrained 
pretences ( ſay they ) which the Proteſtants 
made uſe of to colour the Schiſm of their 
Country, he clearly ſaw that their Separati- 
on, ſo plainly contrary to the Maxim of 
Unity , which is the Foundation of the 
Church , was nothing elſe but a meer ef- 
fect, of Humane Paſſions; that it was the 
Diſlolute* Life , and Incontinency of King 
Henry toe Eighth, the Ambition of the Duke 
of Sommerſet, the Pollicv of Queen Fliza- 
beth, the Avarice of thoſe that were gree- 
dy to ſeize upon the Revenues of the 
Church, had been the Principal Cauſes of 
that Change, wherein the Spirit of God 
had no concern ; that upon reflecting with 
himſelf . That God of old . made uſe of 
Prophets of a moſt Holy Life, to be the 
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Guides of his People , and to Intimate 
his will unto them, in reſpet to Re- 
ligion; that upon the change of the 
Divine Diſpenſation , the Apoltles Inſpi- 
red with Heavenly Vertue, and more like 
to Diſimbodyed Angels, than Carnal Men, 
Preached the Goſpel ; and that upon Diſor- 
ders , and Irregularities, both under the 
one , and the other Teſtament, They 
were not carnal perſons, Vindictive Souls, 
Ambitious Spirits, that had Preached Re- 
formation; but Men full of Moſes's Spirit, 
or of Chriſt's, the only. Channels worthy 
to receive the Waters which run from his 
Living Sources ; ſo as that there mizht 
be no room left to render them ſuſpe&ed 
of Corruption or Fallity : he from thence- 
forward became a Roman Catholick in his 
heart ; That he had acquainted the King 
his Brother with it ſoon after the Reſto- 
ration, who highly Applauded him ; but en- 
caged him to put that reſtraint upon him- 
ſelf , as to keep 1t ſecret : But, that ſome 
years after , having, by his Condu@, gi- 
ven occaſion to others to obſerve*his Steps 
more warlly, and fincing he was not Cor- 
cial to the Proteſtant Relizion and Intereſt ; 
they ſay here,the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury 
and two of his Brethren Remonſtrated the 
ſame to him; that he heard them with 
much Patience, and did not decline to 
Confer with them; but that their Confe- 
rences and Arguacnts , were fo far from 

tageer- 
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Staggering and Seducing of him, that, they 
Confirmed him the more in the Faith ; 
And they ſay farther, That tho' it was 
given out in England, That the late 
Dutcheſs of York's Complaiſance to the 
Duke her Husband had wrought her Con- 
verſion to the Romyh Church , in the 
Communion of which ſhe dy'd : yet it was 
notorioully falſe ; for that ſhe was broughr 
over by a very remarkable event , next to 
.a Miracle, by Reading the ſame Book 
that had Converted the Duke: But I 
ſhall trouble your Lordſhip no more 
with a Matter , which, I am fare, you 
cannot think of without trouble of Mind, 
and ſo I remain, 
Paris , March2, My Lord, 
1685. NV.S. 
. Your Honours to 
{ſerve and Com- 
mand. 


LESSER 
Of the Duke of Monmouth's being 77 


Holland ; «nd K;zzz James's Deſign 
to ſeize him there Miſcarryed. 


My Lord, 
HE Misfortunes of the Duke of X0n- 
mouth in the King his Father's time 
are beter known to your Lordſhip , then 
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] can pretend to inform you ; and that 
when he yas forced to quit England for his 
own fafety , and that it came ro be known 
he was retir'd into Holland, the Duke and 
French Emillaries never left Importuning 
the King to ſend to the States and Prince 
of Orange, to drive him from thence; al- 


| leadging continually, that there were very 


great Honours done him by the Srates, 
and eſpecially by the Prince of Orange, who 
had given his Troops Orders to Salute 
him at their Reviews, when-ever he came 
to ſee them, deſigning thereby to make 
that Republick , and eſpecially the Prince 
of Orange, more and more obnoxious to 
the King : fo that he gave at laſt Orders 
ro His Embaſſidor, Mr. Chudley, at the 
Hague, to forbid the Engliſh Troops in that 
Service to ſhew the Duke any Reſpects ; 
Having gain'd this Point , and that they 
might embroyl the King and Prince of 
range the more, Chudley was Inſtructed , 
16 make the Officers of the ſaid Regiments 
ac-wainted with the afore-mention'd Or- 
ders, without firit giving the Prince na- 
Lice thereof, under whoſe Command they 
were, which they knew well enough the 
Prince could not but Refent, as he did ac- 
cordingly,, Threatning Chudley for Inter- 
tereing with his Authority without hi 
jeave; and this, upon the Embaflador's 
Compl:int to the King his Maſter , and 
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which was ſufficiently Improved and- Ag- 
gravated by the Duke and French Agents 
about him , incenſed, him ſo againſt the 
Prince; that he diſpatch'd Letters to Chud- 
ley, forbidding him ro ſee the Prince : 
and thus Matters ſtood when the late 
King died; but the Brother ſucceeding , 
he ſet all his Engines on work , how he 
might get the Duke of Aonmouth into his 
Clutches Dead or. Alive ; But the French 
Agents, my Lord;* did not think that 
now . their Intereſt ,, which, in the late 
Reign, they would have given any Money 
to have effected ; and therefore by their 
Correſpondents in Holland , they got the 
Duke ſecretly Advertiſed of the Danger, 
who thereupon withdrew to Bruxels;l know, 
my. Lord, they gave. it out that the Prince 
of Orange, by his Favourite 1/on/reur' Ben- 
tink, got the Duke made acquainted there- 
with, and that he gave him Money to. go 
to Bruxels(it was both Honourably and Cha- 
ritably done of him, if it was ſo, to a diſtreſ- 
ied ' Gentlemen ) with an intent to make 
the King, his Father-in-law , more 4rre- 
concileable to him, now he was King, then 
when Duke of York ;, tho* he was to diſſen- 
ble it for a time; and, upon his Acceſſion 
to the Throne, to teſtifie ro the Prince, the 
{incere deſire he had to live with him; ra 
ther-as/a Father, then an Ally and Neigt- 
bouring King. I have. had ſufficient Expe- 
rience, my Lord, of your great Honeury 11n- 
| regrity, 
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teprity, and good AﬀeRtion, which makes 
m4 thus bold in a matter ſ nice at this 
time, and ſo concludes, | 


Paris, March1i7, My Lord, 
1685, N. 5t. 
Your humble Servant. 


LETTER II. 


Of yn James's being C rowned by the 
Archviſhop of Canterbury. 


My Lord, 
WT has been a matter of much diſcourſe 

and refletion here, that our King 
thould be Crowned by the Archbiſhop of 
"Canterbury , and not by one of the Roman 
Communion ; it was expected, that ſince he 
had begun ſo briskly and openly to 'de- 
clare Himſelf for Rome , that he would 
not have ſtuck at being Inangurated 'by 
a4 Roman Biſhop ; I find by the return made 
hither' upon this Subje&, that His inclinati« 
ons were violent enough for the latter, 
bur that the Reaſon of his Non-compliance 
was, that having at his aſſumption of the 
Crown, declar'd to the Council, and by 
them, to his People, That he would: main- 
tain the Church and State of England, as by 
Law Eſtabliſh'd; and that the Ty 
| ® 
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of his Coronation was ſuch as the Laws of 
the Land did\preſcfibe;'The'thought it was a 
little two Early to begin, and that by ſo pu- 
blick an AR, which, to be ſure, would be in- 
terpreted not only 4s'the'moſt manifeſt Vio- 
ttion' of the” National Conſtitution, but the 
Prelndj4m' to "a defpotick Power,” which no 
man knew the end. of. I ſhall nottrouble 
your Lordſhip with/a Repetition of the Ar- 
guinents uſed here hy-the Gentlemen'of the 
Roman Church, pro and c>n, upon the Law- 
fulneſs and Unlawfulneſs of ſuch a Compli- 
ance by a Catholick King to the-Church of 
England, :which tho the Eſtabliſh'd one, they 
Jook- ypon tobe: falſe to'the' Truth as 
being, matters which I ſuppoſe-your Lord- 
fhip,cares not for., and therefore having no- 
thing further ' wherewith to entertain you 
that is worth: \Tran{mitting, 7conclude, 
ſubſcribing. my felf, -- 


"ou. - 271 My Loid; - © 
i Paris Mays. - Your:Honours moſt hum- 
1685, N. S.. * "| +-ble-Servant. 
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LETTER IV. 


Of the Duke of Monmouth «nd, the 
Earl of Argyle's Invaſions and Over- 
throws, and of the Prince of Orange's 
afering to ſerve againſt the formt?, 

his offer was Malitiouſly Interpre- 
| ted, and ſo RejetFed. 

1 | 
My Lord, | | 

E Reaſon of my- long ſilence to 

your Lordſhip, I hope, will not be 
interpreted by you, as any forgetfulneſs, 
much leſs neglet of your Honours Comi- 
mands and Expettation ; -7 am too fenfibte 
of the many Obligations that have-been 
heap'd upon me from time to time, to be 
guilty of ſo Notorious a Crime; but the 
want of ſomewhat that was Solid and 

Grateful .to your Lordſhip, has been one 

genuine, Cauſe that obſtructed my Correſ- 

pondence, to which I may add what your 
ſelf knows very well, the private Orders 
g1Ven 10 England to open all- Letters; whe- 

ther Domeſtick or Foreign ; and ſince 1 

had for ſo long a time continu'd tf write 

to your Lordſhip, and that undiſcover'd, 

| was not willing for want of a little a 

ent 
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dent caution, and ſuſpenſion in ſuch a jun- 
ture, either to expoſe your Lordſhip to any 
hazard, or thereby for ever to exclude iy 
ſelf from any farther Correſpondence with 
you, whom I ſo much Love and Honour; But 
now,, my Lord, underſtanding that the 
Storm is over in England , by the defeat 
and death of the Duke, as we have had 
ſome days ago an Account from Scotland of 
the like misfortune to have attended the 
Earl of Argyle. I have adventured to Salute 
you with theſe Lines, and to tell my 
thoughts freely upon the matter. I muſt 
confeſs, I never had any great opinion of 
either of the Expeditions, becauſe concert- 
ed by Men who had very different ends in 
what they did ; the Duke and ſome others 
for Monarchy, but the greateſt part Re- 
publicans ; and therefore 1 do not wonder 
the whole hath miſcarried, eſpecially when 
I can aſſure your Lordſhip, both the one 
and the other were ( tho? very privately ) 
Abetted by French Agents, to undertake 
ſuch an Expedition : ſuch a procedure 
may well be wondred at, I confeſs, ſince 
there was apparently fo little advantage 
like to ariſe to the French Court therefrom ; 
but beſides their loving to fiſh always in 
Troubled Waters, they have ſomewhat in 
them that 1s very like the Devil, who loves 
to do Miſchief, tho? with no benefit to him- 
ſelf. But whatever the World may think 
hereof , thoſe who are fled, that eſcaped 

Ccecc from 
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from either Kingdom, after the Defeat, are 
as kindly received here, as thoſe who for- 
merly fled from the Popiſh Conſpiracy ;, but 
yet they are daily fifted aud examin'd by 
the Spies that continually haunt them. I 
would gladly know, mught I have the ho- 
nour, your Lordſhip's Sentiments of both 
Deſcents, and the Miſcarriage of them : to 
be plain with you, I own I have very difte- 
rent apprehenſions of them, now they are 
over, than I had at firſt; and the rather , 
becauſe the Prince of Orange ſo much re- 
ſented it ; tho' moſt Maliciouſly interpre- 
ted by the King, and his Popiſh Council , 
whetted on by Gallican Agents. When the 
Prince had the firſt News of the Duke's 
Landing in England, he acquainted Mr. Skel- 
ton the King's Ambaſſador, that the Dnke 
of Monmouth, though he were a Perſon but 
_ of indifferent Parts, yet he had a Warlike 
Genius, and had more Experience and Skill 
in the Art of War, then moſt of them em- 
ploy'd againſt him ; That for his part, if 
the King his Father-in-Law pleaſed , he 
would afſilt him, not onely upon that occa- 
ſion, with his Troops, but with his Per- 
ſon alſo; and to that end was ſending Mr. 
Bentinck over to England,to know the King's 
pleaſure. But Skelton malevolent enough 
of himſelf, and farther influencd with Ma- 


lice againſt the Prince by French Incendia-- 


ries, took care' to inform the King before 
Bentinck came , that ſuch Aſſiſtance as was 
propoſed 
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ropoſed by the Prince, was very dange- 
_ and much to the fame purpoſe ; ſo 


.that upon Mr. Bentincks Motion, the King 


anſwered, That their Common Intereſt re- 
quired , that the Prince ſhould ſtay in Hol- 
land ;, and gave ſuch further expreſsions of 
his Mind upon that occafion, that plainly 
diſcover'd, that ſuch a Zeal in the Prince 
was eſteem'd unſeaſonable, and not free 
from Suſpition. With which, and a grate- 
ful acknowledgment of all your Lordfhip's 
Favours to me, and my Family, upon all oc- 
caſions, I ſhall now conclude , and for ever 
remain, 
Pars, Auguſt 2.4. My Lord, 
1685. N.S. 
| Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt bumble Servant. 


_ Y 


Gem Ummm re am_ —_—  ——— — ——— 


LETTER Wo 


Of the Methoas propoſed , and Arguments 
uſed to King James, for carrying on the 
Diſpenſing power. 


My Lord, 
HAT the King intends to' Aſſume 
a Power into His Handsrof Diſpen- 
ling with Penal Laws againſt Recuſants , 1 
believe your Lordſhip may be ſenſible of 
by this time, ſince it's manifeſt, that not- 
Ceccc 2 with- 
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withſtanding the Parliaments Remon- 
ſtrance to the contrary , he retains the 
Popiſh Officers ſtill in his Service ; and 
that it is ſo far from being a Secret here, 
that 1 can oblige your Lordſhip with ſome 
of thoſe Methods and Arguments ſuggeſt- 
ed to him, by the Agency of this Court, to 
carry it onward, wherein it's more then whiſ- 
per'd here , he has fully acquieſced, It was 
thought adviſable, conſidering the violent 
Humour of the Nation againſt the admiſsi- 
on of ſuch Perſons, either into Military or 
Civil Offices, and that all the Cry was, 
That the King had not kept his Word, but 
did thereby Infringe their Laws and Li- 
berties, to bring the matter into Weſtmin- 
ſter-Hall, to have the Diſpenſing Power 
there Argued upon a particular Caſe ; but, 
fo make ſure of the Judges before-hand, to 
Favour {ſuch a Procedure; the King was 
told , could he gain ſuch a Point , his bu- 
ſineſs were done for ever ; tho? , at the 
lame time, it was his undoubted Preroga= 
tive to diſpenſe with Laws, being am Eſſen- 
tial right, and an ufage in England as anci- 
ent as the Kingdom; that it was in being 
at all times, and in all Reigns, that there 
were ſcveral Acts, wherein there had been 
Proviton made for ſuch a Reſervation to 
the King; that the Term of Nonobſtante , 
which was fo common, was always a Iiſ- 
penſing with ſome” Law; that the Commu- 
tation of Puniſhments are no leſs a proof 

there- 
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thereof; And how much more were 
Remiſsions , Pardons , the Reſtoration 
of Criminals to their Goods again, © ? 
That there were Prefdents to be met 
with, wherein the King's of England had 
ſuſpended the Effets of Laws, not only by 
Diſpenſations, regarding particular and fin- 
gle perſons, but by a general Suſpenſion , 
in regard to the whole Kingdom : That 
his Brother had done fo in caſes of the 
Statute relating to Carriages, whereof. 
there was not the leaſt complaint in Par- 
liament : neither was it ſo much as once 
ſaid , that he had there>y exceeded the 
Juſt bounds of His Authority : That the 
ſame had been done by Henry tne Seventh , 
his Great Anceſtor, and Solomon of En- 
gland, in reſpe& to the Act that prohibit- 
ed the Continuation of Sheriffs in their Of- 
fice above One Year, which, in Council, 
was declared null, and impracticable ; be- 
cauſe that thereby the King was diveſted of 
of his Regal Power in diſpoſing his Subjeas. 
I do not queſtion , my Lord, but you will 
ſoon hear of the effets of ſuch Council, bur 
whether to your ſatisfaction therein , I 
have as great reaſon to doubt, as I have a 
deſire to promote it, and ever ſhall, to the 
beſt of my power, who am 


Paris, Nov. 1 3, My Lord, 
1685. N.S, your very bumble ſervant. 
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LETTER VL 


Of the Unjuſt Complaints of the French 
Clergy , againſt the Reformed in 


France. 


fy Lord, 

HE Ruin of the Reformed in this 
Kingdom 1s as much precipitated, as 

that of a Proteſtant Church is deſigned ſome- 
wherc elie, and which I believe your Lord- 
ſhip , by this time, is pretty well per- 
iwaded of ; and to this end the Popiſh Cler- 
gy have accoſted the King with a ſevere 
Remonſtrance apainſt them, the ſum where- 
ot, tor want of more entertaining News, I 
{hall write to your Lordſhip at this time : 
They began with the hardieſt Lie they 
could have invented, ſaying, That there 
was nothing included in their Complaint , 
but what was moſt neceſſary, and could be 
inoſt clearly jnſtified and made good. 
Whereas it is moſt evident, that every ti- 
tle of it tends to Deſtroy and Perſecute , 
and 1s grounded upon the moſt manifeſt 
Fallities in the World : then they begin to 
charge” the Reformed with Calumniating , 
and falliy Accviing the Catholeks, that they 
«1d not bc!li-ve the Truths of the Faith, as 
they cxprets. it; whereas the Proteſtant 
Divines here, have fo far been complyant , 
25 to teſtifie from time to time, that the 
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Roman Church retained ſtill thoſe Truths 
that were Efſential to Chriſtianity , In that 
ſhe makes Profeſlion to Believe in one God 
in three 3 the Incarnation of the Son of 
God; the Redemption of Sinners by the 
Price of his Blood ; and divers other Arti- 
cles contained in the Antient Creeds ; then 
they proceeded, ſaying, That the deſign of 
the Paſtoral Advertiſement in 1681, was to 
oblige the Reformed to acknowledge, that 
their Separation was not grounded but up- 
on Suppolitions and Jealouſies, and they 
hugged themſelves, that the many Converſi- 
ons which had been w rovght ſince that time, 
have been almoſt all procured by this conſi- 
deration ; which they call an Invincible Ar- 
gument , that as there could never have 
been any Juſt Cauſe of Separation, all thoſe 
alleadged by the pretended Reformed , 
could never have any follidity ; That the 
Proteſtant Miniſters did their utmoſt to 
hinder the People to profit by that ſame 
Advertiſement, either by deterring of them 
from Reading of the ſame, or elſe by giving 
falſe Exrlications thereof , as they were 
wont to do of the Holy Scriptures, and 
Works of the Fathers: Adding farther, 
That the Exerciſe of the Reformed Re- 
Iizion had been permitted by the King's 
Predeceſſors, proviſionally only, and by rea- 
ſons which have no longer ſubliſtance : that 
tho? the Clergy had very good Reaſons tn 
vrge it ſo ai to require a Revecition of the 
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Edits which contained this permiſſion , 
yet that it was not their preſent deſign 
tO 1nliſt upon that Point : that it was now 
the only fayour they pray'd for, for to re- 
preſs the Calumnies of the Reformed againſt 
the Roman Church, which were not, and 
which could not be allowed by any Ediet , 
being, an unhappy Liberty , which the Mi- 
nilters themſelves might be aſhamed ot : 
that ſuch a ſuppoſition and Calumny were 
Crimes Condermn'd by all Laws both Hu- 
mane and Divine, and that the Retforred 
durſt not maintalia, that thoſe excclles 
ovght to be permitted, nor tro make their 
Complaints, it the King ſhould forbid them 
co commit then. 
Then they went to ſpeak of the Method 
tl 24 had thought on, to make the King 
-12inted with the truth of their Com- 
T7 Wn ts: they are: v up in Two Collumnes 
he Doetrine of the Church of Rome,and that, 
nv 11tch they ſaid, the Retormed umpured to 
trom, totneend it might be ealter tor the 
[1337 10 Compare them : ; and ſaid molt Ma- 
Tznanmly, That they had avoided the R:la- 
tins of miny this whicn exceeded all the 
haunc's of Modeſty, and which St. Pard 
hiumtelt world not have as much as named 
Amo. the Faith tj] to the end they might 
create. a Sf] icicn, by theſe pretended Ca- 
lamais, of {-mewyhar that was yet blacker 
i v.hat had appear'd in the paſſages 
ich they had 1cared. They protelted , 
ha 't 
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that they would never have made any com- 
plaint of the Reformed , had the matters 
in queſtion referred only to the Perſons of 
the Biſhops ; and that on the contrary , 
they would have been content to be depri- 
yed of their Power, in order to teſtifie, by 
their Patience , and voluntary Forgerful- 
neſs of thoſe Outrages that were done 
them , that ſingular Charity which they re- 
tained for them ; but that they could not 
neglect the Honour of the Church, attack'd 
by the Calvumay of the Miniſters, nor the 


Converſion and Salvation of a great num- 


ber of her Children, which they retained 
in the Error of their falſe ſuppoſitions ; 
wherefore they concluded after all, that 
the King would be pleaſed to repreſs a 
Malignity that was ſo contrary to the Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, as alſo to the Rules of 
Natural Juſtice ; and that conſequeatly, 


1, That he would renew the Prohibiti- 
ons already made to the Reformed of uling 
Injurions and Opprobrious Terms,in ſpeak- 
ing of the Articles and Myſteries of the Ro- 
man Faith, 

2. That he ſhould forbid them to attri- 
Dute to the Catholick Faith any other 
Doctrine then that of its profeſſion of 
Faith, nor any of thoſe Errors which they 


_ 224 till then, the raſhneſs to impute unto 
er, E-0 "8.44 6 
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Your need not donbt, my Lord, of the 
Succels of this Remonlſtrance, and of a DE- 
claration im time, Anſwering all the Points 
hercoi tothe tail. There is room enough for 
Reitecting upon the Courts Condutt herein, 
bac I ſhall forbear that part,leaving it entire- 
ly to your Lordſhip's known Wiſdom and 
Jadgment, and crave leave both now and al- 
ways, to profeſs how much lam, and defire 
to approve my ſclf to be, 


Paris, Nov. 27. My Lord, 
1655. NS. Your Honours to Serv? 
and Obey. 


LETTER VIL 


Of the Declaration put out by the French 
Kino, upon the Remonſtrance of the 
Popilh Clergy, a2ainft the Reformed, 
the Month of Auguſt, 16585. 


My Lord, 


Have in my laſt to your Lordſhip, of 
"uly the 27th, N. S. taken notice of 
Lne Pupiih Clergy's Unjuſt complaint to the 
Fre: Ring, againſt the Reformed here ; 
4.14 now 1 ihall, with preſuming on your 


good 
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good Leave, give you ſome hints upon the 
Declaration that was Publiſh'd here ſome 
days ago in Conformity to the ſaid Remon- 
ſtrance ;, ta which the King condeſcended fo 
tar, that the Motives thereof are almoſt 
drawn word for word from the Requelt it 
ſelf ; All forts of Perſons are thereby ſtrictly 
forbid to Preach and Write againſt the Faith, 
or theDocrine of theKomifhChurch,and to lay 
to the Catholicks Charge thoſe Opinions 
which they allow not of, and not to much 
as to ſpeak directly, nor indirectly any 
manaer of way whatſoever concerning the 
Catholick Relip1on; enjoyning the Reformed 
Atiniſters to Teach only in their Sermons 
the Tenets of their own Religion, and 
Rules of Morality, without the intermix- 
ture of any other matter whatever : But 
alas, the Miſchief did not ſtop here, for all 
perſons are Prohibited to Print, Sell, or 
-_ any other Books concerning Rehgt- 

, beſides ſuch as contain the Profeſſion 
of their Faith, their Prayers, and ordinary 
Rules of their Diſcipline : It doth more- 
over Order the Suppreſlion of all ſich 
Books as have been Written againft the 
Catholick Religion, by thoſe of the pretend- 
ed Reformed Religion , and f{trictly forbids 
either to Print or Lend any ſuch Books 
for the future ; thoſe Miniſters and others 
of the Reformed, that make default herein, 
are liable to great tines, perpetual Baniſh- 
nent, and the Confiſcation of all their 
Goo 0, 
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Goods, the Places where the Miniſters 
ſhout4 Preach againſt the Articles of the 
Edic, to loſe the Right they had, to exerciſe 
the ſame function for ever ; and the Prin- 
ters and Bookſellers in caſe of their Offend- 
ing in any kind, to forfeit Five Hundred 
Livres, and for ever to loſe the Freedom of 
keeping open Shops : And thns, My Lord, 
you ſee this Court has ſhut up the Mini- 
fters Mouths in all matters of Controverſy, 
and leave that Liberty only to the Roman 
Catholick Divines , thereby preparing of 
them for an aſſur'd Viaory, and hereby, 
bey4des, That the Miniſters, are reduced to 
be vlent, and not to concern themſelves, as 
to the greateſt part of the Articles of the 
Confeſſion cf their Faith, which conſiſts in 
the Rejection of the Tenets of the Church 
of Rome, as falſe and contrary to the Doct- 
ne of the Goſpel ; that they might effeu- 
#ly preclude them from the Right they 
bad to complain of this unjuſt dealing, the 
King, bv way of addition, in the Prefacc 
:6 his Edict, to the Reaſons which the 
cMlergy's Petition had fnggeſted to Him, has 
iacerted, That it was enough for the Mini- 
acrs of a Relizion, tolcrated in the King- 
40m, to teach their own Tenets, without 
Tang carried into Diſputes againſt the 
Publick and Prevailing Religion, which alſo 
:5 therein call'd rhe True One : But one 
ole think this Edict were as needleſs as 
Vary others, ſezing there are not now paſt 
twenty 
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twenty Reformed Churches in the Kingdom, 
where they have Liberty to Preach ; bur 
there ſeems to be an hidden Deſign couch'd 
under it, and it 1s juſtly to be fear'd, That 
after they have ſuppreſsd the Reformation 
in all the Countries under the French Do- 
minions, they have hereby made Proviſion, 
That the DoQtrine of Truth ſhall not be 
maintained in private Families, and never 
have that means to riſe up again out of its 
Ruins, by the Reading of ſuch Books as 
Teach it ; wherefore they have taken care 
to prepare Reaſons for the Depriving 
the Reformed of Books of this Nature, and 
to Eſtabliſh a kind of an Inquiſition over 
their works, which ſhall not concede to any 
one the Liberty either to read them, or 
keep them by him. But of this, I ſhall be able 
to give a fuller Account in my Next, and 
ſhall therefore defer it, and ſo I remain, 


My Lord. 
Paris Sep. 2. Your Lordfhips moft 
1685. MN. S. Humble Servant 
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LETTER VIIL 


Of the Suppreſſion of Proteſtant Books 2 
France. 


A 'y I ord, 


Have in the cloſe of my laſt Letter to 
your Lordſhip, hinted ſomewhat con- 
ccrning the Suppreſlion of Proteſtant Books 
in this Kingdom ; I have 1ince ſeen a Cata- 
logue which contained almoſt Five Hundred 
Authors, whoſe Works are all Condemn'd. 
Some men inthe World love to put the 
Cheat upon themſelves, ſo they here, to 
heighten the Number of ſuch Books, have 
repeated ſome of them more than once ; 
but they have been alſo as careful to for- 
cet ſeveral others, as the Works of . the 
Learned Groti:s, Yoſſins, and many more, 
whoſc Writings are oppolite to the Roman 
Church ; but your Lordſhip, I bcliere, is no 
ſtranger to the ſly Practiſe of that Church on 
this head, and how the Members of it have, 
ot a long, time, endeavour'd to perſwade 
the World, That theſe Illuſtrious Perſons 
12d re-cntred into their Party ; That they 
were willing to retain an Honourable Re- 
membrance of their Names, tho it be cer- 
tain inthe main, that the greateſt part of 
Wat 
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what they had Writ, was as remote from 
Truth, as the Authors were from the Com- 
munion of their Church ; That C yotizs 
himſelf, who hath carried his Complaiſance 
towards the Roman Church, much farther than 
any other, yet he never rang'd himfelf of 
her fide by an open Profeſſion, and did ſtil! 
retain diverſe ſentiments that were very 
contrary to the- Court of Rome alſo; but 
that this Default might be Remedied by a 
Pious Fraud ; and to the end, they may 
one day perſwade the ſimple and ignorant 
that all the Herefies that have ſprung vp in 
theſe laſt Ages of the World, are as fo many 
Tenets of the Calviniſts; they have 
not only joyn'd the Lutheran and ymmi- 
an Books to them, but alſo thoſe of 
the Socmmians, and the Works of Sprmnofa 
And they have not, my Lord, contented 
themſelves to Condemn the Books which 
have been Written by the Reformed againſt 
the Church of Rome, but they have alſo 
hemm'd in Books that refer only to pure 
Morality, and which Aſtoriſhes many here: 
the "Theſes alſo of Toſua de ie Flace, with- 
out excepting thoſe written by him againſt 
the Socrmianc, and is a Book that does nct 
attack the Church of Rome in any one of 
her Tenets, and is only defi;nd for to 
prove the Divinity of our Saviour, aga:nft 
the Sophiſtical Arguments of that Sctt 
the Tranſlation alſo of the Hiſtory of the 
Council of Trent, which met de 12 Houſ- 
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ſay, a Roman Catholick Author has put 
forth, is comprehended in the Catalogue of 
Heretical Books; I cannot be poſitive to 
affirm to your Lordſhip who had the chief 
hand in forming this Catalogue ; it's gene- 
rally attributed ro the Arch-biſhop of this 
City ; but they tell us further, That becauſe 
he would have appear'd to have acted too 
much like 2 Patriarch in obliging the reft of 
the Biſhops to take this Rule of their Con-/ 
duQ from him, he has by the intreagues of 
the Procurator General, brought his mat- 
ters ſo to bear, that the Parliament here have 
committed it to his care to make an Eſti- 
mate of thoſe Books which ought to be ſup- 

reſs'd ; the Order was no ſooner Publiſhed, 

ut the King's Officers, and the Civil Ma- 
giſtrates who were commanded to have the 
ſame put in execution , have accordingly 
made a ſearch for thoſe Books in all Book- 
ſellers Shops, and alſo in the Elders and Mi- 
niſters Houſes. 

The Arch-biſhop, my Lord, has ſome 
Years ago made uſe of a very Efficacious 
Method for to hinder the Publication of any 
Book that deſerv'd to come into the World ; 
| believe, your Lordſhip, may have ſeen the 
Hiſtorical and Chronological Tables of John 
Rou, who was a Perſon of great Learning, 
and whoſe Merit had acquir'd unto him the 
Favour and Prote&ion of ſeveral Perſons 
of the Higheſt Quality in the Kingdom of 
France; and which Tables he preſented — 

The 
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the Duke of MMeonthauzicr 3 there is but a 
very ſlight mention inthe Book, and that 
but by the by, of any of the Principles 
of the Church of Rome , and thoſe alſo 
which ſhe Eſteems, and looks not upon to 
be of the higheſt conſideration and impor- 
tance ; but theſe ſlight touches, and the 
Honour - which the Author had done to 
ſome Miniſters of the Reformed to Name 
them, among . the illuſtrious Doctors of 
their Age, raiſed the Indignation of all the 
Bigots in the Church againſt him, and ſo 
they got his Copies and Tables, which to 
his great coſt and Expence he had got En- 
graven, Serz'd; and the poor Gentleman 
could not find an Ear open to the offers he... 
made to Corre& and Amend thoſe places 
which might, give Offence ; and all the Solt- 
citations and Eriends he could make, could 
never prevail ſo far as to get Juſtice done 
him ; there are ſome Perſons now who 
would Redeem them for their own proper 
uſe; but tho it be nine or ten years ago 
ſince the forementioned Tranſaction, they 
have not yet forgot the Noiſe it then made, 
and they.will by no means part with them 
who knows but the Crafty Jeſuits have a 
mind to. reſerve them, to. procure Honour 
to themſelves by them , when they think 
the ingenious Perſon that contrived them 
may be no more Remember'd ; for it muſt 
. without Vanity be own'd, that they are 
compos'd .with ,ſo much Art, Judgment, 
Ddddd Order 
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Order and ſolid Learning, that there is 
no man but may glory to be eſteem'd the 


» » Author of them. 


This Search, my Lord, after the ſup- 
preſſed Books, has been already made in ſe- 
veral places, and not only ſome other Bi« 
ſhops, who have no manner of dependance 
upon the Archbiſhop of this City ; but 
other Parliaments, we hear, have receiv'd 
the Catalogue, and put the Order of the 
Parliament here in Execution ; There are 
ſeveral of the Proteſtant Churches, which 
have very conſiderable Libraries ; but ſome 
of them already are Rifled under this pre- 
tence by the Romaniſts ; and 'tis not to be 
ſo much doubted as *tis to be fear'd, the 
reſt will ſoon run the ſame hard Fate ; 
This Search has alſo reach'd the Houſes of 
ſeveral particular Perſons; whom they 
have been ſo ſevere upon , that they have 
not ſo much as left them their Bibles, 
becauſe the Catalogue has put the Verſions 
of the Bible made by Hereticks, among the 
Number of Prohibited Books ; but furely 
theſe Tranſlations, how faulty ſoever they 
may ſuppoſe them to be, cannot juſtly be 
put among the Number of thoſe Books, 
wherein the Church of Rome was accus'd of 
holding Opinions which are not receiv'd by 
her, nor IP be comprehended a- 
mong thoſe whom the Edi& ordered the 
Suppreſſion of : As for theMiniſters they are 
us'd very variouſly, the greateſt part have 
nor 
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not. yet been moleſted upon the Account of 
their Books, for perhaps, as they have al- 
ready contriv'd to be rid of them- by Ba- 
niſhing them .out of the Kingdom ; they 
look'upon it asa kind of Suppreſſion of the 
Condemn'd* Books, to ſuffer them to carry 
them away along with them ; but I am aſ- 
ſur'd they have given others of them much 
moleſtation in. diverſe parts of the King- 
dom ; ſome of whoſe Books they have Seiz'd, 
ſome Confiſcated, and caus'd others to be 
Burut ; nay, they have been fo outragious 
againſt many of them, as to diſpoſeſs them 
of all their Manuſcripts and Sermons ; I am 
ſorry, I am forced to give your Lordſhip 
this Relation of the Miſery of the diſtreſſed 
Proteſtants of this Kingdom , becauſe I 
know it will Trouble you, and inſpire you 
with a Noble, tho grievous Sympathiſing of 
their condition ; but I am afraid the worſt 
is yet to come ; I pray God to divert it to 
whom I commend you and yours, and am 


My Lord, 
Paris, Sep. 12. Your Honours moſt 
1685. N.S, Humble and Obedi- 
ent Servant, 
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T; 07108 apes Dune EE: be intro- 
ducd by the General: Aſfendbly vat Pans, 
for the taſter ea the Reformed 
to comply with the Pop Church, = 
be Vnitea to oye "I 
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My Lind, ' 


” 5 S Court i is ſo taken up with Form- | 


Methods and Projects to bring, 
the Refol med 'to.a Complyance and Cop- 
formity to the Koman. Chprcb;, that I do not 
find they niind any Forrein A air at pre- 
ſent : 1 have ſeen ſeyeral Formyla's con- 
ceivd in very calic Terms, for the promo- 
ting of the;Re-union, as "ths call 'd by thein'; 
but , among others, this .that. follows, I 
thought Very remar kable, and whereby your 
Lordſhip may ſee the Latitude they aſſume 
to themfelves, for the promoting their In- 
tereſt tho', no doubt , it is but a Bait 
to carch ſome of thoſe harmleſs Gudgeons ; 
the words were theſe, ©I own and confeſs 
*the Catholick Apoſtolick and Roman 
* Church, as it was in the time of the A- 
: poſtles:; and 1 Renounce and Abjure all 

© thoie Er: 'Ors which have crept 1n _ 
*l*> T*> Biſhop of Adeux hath , 
| _ 


_ "- I) 
Comuty < 
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PF. In - ada rd tian, yrdur 
make the ,way _ till” ſmoother,” in "His * Pre- 
face to the Secoiid "Egition of 'h "Exfoftulati- 
on of the ' Catholick DoQrine; Hi 0 far, as 

BE 0d. for- 


to ſay, © We dq not ſerve'lin: - 

© hid we ſhould do ſo. And. indeed; there 
is fome likelihood that the Clergy would 
have ſtreatch'd their Comptitfance;yet far- 
ther this way, had'not an 'unexpedted, acci- 
dent hindred 1t;'for , the Pope's Nuncio 
being informyd, that the Generat "Afſem- 
bly.” or rather the ' Arch-biſhop of this Ci- 


'ty, under the Covert of that Name, and by 


the Advice of the. Jeſuits, wete about to 
draw up, and form a Profeſſion of Faith , 
more adapted for. the * farisf{tion* of ſuch 
of the Reformed, as became New Converts, 


_ than tharof the RomanChurch hebeſtirrd him- 


ſelf, and interpoſed, in his Maſter, the” Pope's 


£ 


Name, and made ſeyeri! Remonftrances to 
the King, upon the. Authority which the 
French Clergy were abont to 'aflume' ro 


themſelves , of ſetting up other Forms of 
Doctrine, then, that which the whole Ca- 
tholick Apoſtolick Church *' had received 
ſince -the Council of Trent : You cannot 
imagine, my Lord , how munch this little 
pnexpected Traverſe from the old Dad 
diſheartn'd the Court ; whether it were 
that it came from a Pope, whom the King 
did not care for, or that they were afraid 
it might retard the Work of Converſion, 
is not . certain ; but the reſult was ( as I 
have bcen firſt informed, and ſince ſeen 
Ddeddd 3 {ome- 
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ſomewhat verify'd by the conſequence ) 
that the Pope ſhould be comply'd with, and 
the rather becauſe they were well ſatis- 
fy'd with his inflexible temper ; and that 
as they believ'd, it would be dangerous 
to ſow Diviſion between the Clergy of 
France and the Pope, at a time when they 
were labouring to reduce all Frenchmen to 
the Unity of the Church; it would be 
more adviſable for them, to keep to the 
uſual Profeſſion of Faith: And now, my 
Lord, the Clergy give out, every where, 
that they will not qualify any Points, but 
vaunt , that in reducing the Reformed , 
they will not put out any one "Taper that 
Adorns the Altars. I ſhall not detain your 
Lordſhip at preſent with any farther ac- 
count of a matter, that ſujts not with your 
Guſto, tho' I know you have goodneſs e- 
nough to accept my endeavours, though ne- 
ver ſo contemptible in themſelves, and to 
pardon my weakneſs, who am, 


Paris, Sept. 17, «Wy Lord, 
1685. Your Lordſhips wery 


obedient ſervant. 


LETTER 


of WHITEHALL. 


LETTER. XxX. 

4 

Of Popiſh Guardians wo «pon Pro- 

/ teſtant Children, and of Proteſtant 

Phyſitians, Chyrurgeons, azd Apo- 

thecaries being forbidden to follow their 

' PraQtiſe , with the pretended Reaſons 
alleadged for ſuch « Prohibition. 


My Lord, 

Hatever underhand-brewing may be 

in England, in matgers of Religion ; 

they be bare-tacd enon e IN carrying 
on their Deſigns forgthe Rnine of the Re- 
formed Churches, to” ſtill they retain ſome 
{pecious pretences for what they do; tis 
but lately_ that we have had a Declaration 
publiſh'd , forbidding any to take upon 
them the Office of Guardians to Children , 
whoſe Parents have died in the Proteſtant 
Religion, excepting ſuch as are Roman Ca- 
tholicks; and tho' that part of the Edict 
that concedes this Privilege to the Refor- 
med, 1s couch'd in the moſt clear and ex- 
preſs terms that could be conceiv'd; yet 
the Declaration takes no manner of notice 
of the ſaid Article ; nay, and the Expreſſi- 
ons wherein it has been coneeiv'd , are ſuch 
as would beſpeak, that fiich an uſage has 
Ddddd 4 been 
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been without foundation ; but indeed, this 
is a method that the French Council has for 
ſome time uſed, when they have been mind- 
ful ro put out any Order in prejudice to 
any of the Privileges granted in the Edict 
that are expreſt ſo clearly, as that-no Cavils 
raiſed by them can render them dark and 
aad abſurd : And, as they found it too 
difficult a Task to find Reaſons forcible e- 
nongh to elude ſuch formal Conceſſions , 
they made a ſhew of being ignorant of 
them, and they were willing to put forth 
ſach Orders that might only ſeem to Regu- 
late fuch New and Extraordinary Caſes. 
Bur yet that they m'ght have ſome coloura- 
ble pretences fgr what they did herein , 
they charged the Guardians of the Refor- 
med Religion with T we,Crimes ; Firſt, That 
they abugd that Power which they had m 
that quality over thoſe in Pupillage to them, 
and hindred them to become Cathslicks ; 
JThen that they Imbezell'd the Eſtates of 
{uch Minors. when they became Converts 
againſt their Will, which was a great Obſta- 
cle ro their Preferment when they came of 
Axe: Theſe two things were ſpoken of, 
as if there had Þbzen nothing in' the World 
more certain and truer, and of which ther 
had had abundant exper ence ; bur they are 
of the number of ſuch inſtances , thar are 


3 


alike calic to be raiſed, as impoſſible by any 
proofs to maintain ; and, any ones Rea- 
fon, 'my Lord. will vive him, eſpecially as 
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to the laſt Article, that it muſt be notori- 
ouſly falſe ; : For can any one believe, that 
ſuch Gua' $3 ms, who would adventurc Cc 1n a 
malicious way , tro imbezill the Eſtate of 
their Pupils, could go unpuniſi'd , in a 
Countrey , where their Religion and Power 
was ſo much in the Wain; and ſurely he 
muſt be next to a Madman that would thus 
adventure to play with the Zeal of the Par- 
liaments of this Kiugdom, animated by the 
Recommendation of the Clergy, who are 
forward enough to make their Court into 
em. 

. And if, my Lord , the Proteſtant Guar- 
dians are thus Injur jouſly uſed, the Phyſzci- 
ans of the ſame Perſwaſiou have fared much 
worſe, as being deprived by another Decla- 
ration, of their Means of Living upon the 
moſt ridiculous pretences in the World ; 
they alleadging,that ſince thoſe of the Refor- 
med Religion were already deprived of all 
Judicial Afﬀairs, and the freedom to exer- 
ciſe the Fun&ions of Counſellors at Law , 
it were to be feared the greateſt part of 
thew young Men might fall to the Study 
of Plyfick + That, that would conſiderably 
angment the number of Pr ote/t ant Phyſici- 
ans, -and that thoſe of the Roman Catholicks 
maſt by that means as much decreaſe, and 
th® hereafter that would become very 
prejudicial to the Salvation of tick Catho- 
licks , in that the Reformed would take no 
caie to put their Patzents in mind of Re- 
CCIVINg 
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ceiving the Sacraments of the Church , 
when they found them reduc'd to ſuch a 
condition, as did require them: I know not, 
my Lord, but that there may be a Snake in 
the Graſs here, and that the Crafty Feſu- 


is amuſe the World with ſuch 1]lufions , 
and would buoy _ up in a belief, that 


fince they have tak! h great Precautions 
for futurity.it's the lealt of their thoughts to 
come to an entire abolition of the Refor- 
med's Privileges, and put Conftraints upon 
their Conſciences in Religious* matters , I 
wiſh it may prove ſo, the event will dif- 
cover it. 

When this hardſhip was put upon the 
Phyſitians, the Chyrurg:ons and Apotbecaries 
every where began to look about them, and 
were terribly afraid their turns would be next: 
they had juſt reaſon for it, my Lord, for 
not many days were ela '4 ſince the Pub- 
lication of the former , bu comes out an 
Order of Council, Prohibiting all Chyrur- 
geons and Apothecaries who made Profefſion 
of the Reformed Religion , to exerciſe their 
Art.neither by themſelves, nor by the Inter- 
poſure of other Perſons, direaly or indi- 
rely , nor conlign their Privileges to a- 
nother,nor by any other way or means what- 
ſoever : inſinvating , that the exerciſe of 
ſuch Trades gave them eaſie admiſſion gato 
Mens Houſes, and by that means hindred 
the Converlion of other Religionaries. 
And thus , my Lord,- the Art of: Phy/ich, 
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and thoſe others dependant thereon, are 
looked vpon as the laſt Reſourſes of the 
Reformed Religion here; and this has Ad- 
miniſtred occaſion tefome Perſons to ſhew 
their Wit, and to- divert themſelves with 
ſach Frigf Pleaſantries , ſaying , © That 
© the Reformed Religion was at the Point of 
© Death : that the Chyrurgeons and Apothe- 
© caries could do no more for her; and 
© that there was no doubt to be made, but 
©that ſhe ſhonld in time be abandoned by the 
* Phyſitians alſo. Your Lordſhip having 
expreſt no Diſſatisfattion with my keeping, 
vp my Correſpondence with you In things 
of this kind , for want of more agreeable 
Matter for your Information , has enhol- 
den'd me to accoſt you again in this man- 
ner, and gives me farther Incouragement 
to be alsiduous to get the molt certain In- 
telligence I can, as well as freſh opportu- 


nities to profeſs how much 1 am deſi-* 
rous, 


Paris, Sept. 20. My Lord, 
1685. 


to ſerve you whilſt. 
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LETTER XI. 


Of Fealouſies raiſed in the Reformed ir 
France, that there was 4 deſign form'd 


to Ma iſ: acre them. 


My Lord, 


Hings are now carried on in this 
Kingdom , with ſo high an hand 
againſt the Reformed Churches, as to threa- 
ten an entire Deſtruction of them in a 
very ſhort time ; It has been a matter de- 
bated and heiitated upon for a long time, 
whether they ſhould iend their Dragoons 
amongſt them, and make uſe of that Expedi- 
ent, ſince their Lives and Popi/h Arguments 
fail'd them to reduce them to Re-unite with 
the Romiſh Church; They were not with- 
out their fears, leaſt when they ſhould ſend 
Armed Men in that manner, and to that 
end, to thoſe parts of the Country wherein 
the Proteſtants were in greateſt Numbers, 
and to many Rich and Populous Cities, where 
almoſt all the Inhabitants are of that 
Perſwaſion, they might meet wich, ome 
unexpected Reſiſtance , which might4con- 
ſtrain them to' Abandon their Enterpriſe, 
or come to a down right Maſſacre. There 


is indeed a Rumor whiſper'd up and down 
Thar, 


of W HIT E-H A LL. 


That there has. been ſecret Applications 
made to the King, That conſidering the 
Reſiſtance which the Reformed might make 
to his Orders, and the little ſucceſs which 
his Deſigns had already, and was like to 
meet with, in preventing their Retreat 
out of the Kingdom ; That it were a-much 
ſurer, more expeditious and better way 
for him to be rid of them by a Maſlacre ; 
Nay, my Lord, it's confidently faid, and 
I have fome Moral Aſſlvrance of it, that 
the Orders were given , and the Let- 
ters drawn already, when a Prince of the 
Blood coming to hear of ſuch Barbarous 
Reſolutions, had the Courage to Remon- 
ſtrate to the King the Evil, as well as 
the Diſhonour of it, and goodneſs enough 
not to leave importuning of -him till 
the Orders were Revok'd, and the Let- 
ters ſuppreſt. I cannot be ſo, poſitive as 
I would in giving. his Name to your 
Lordſhip ; ſome ſaying it was the Re- 
nowned Prince of' Conde , but others at- 
tribute it to his Nephew the Prince of 
Conti, both of them Perſons of great Honour 
always, and as likely either of them to 
concern themſelves in that behalf, as any 
in the Kingdom ; but whatever ſtop may 
have been put to the Jeſuitical Fury here- 
by ; I think they have begun to diſcharge it 
by their Dragoons, almoſt in as Barbarous 
a manner, who have been already gwmilty 
of a Thouſand Violences, and the-Almigh- 
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ty alone knows where it will Terminate 
I beg your Lordſhip's Pardon, if 1 am an? 
ways troubleſome by ſuch Relations, and 
beg leave to ſubſcribe my ſelf, : 


My Lord, 


Paris, Sep. 24, Your Lordſhips moſt 
1685, IV. S. Obedtent Servant, 


LETTER XI. 


Of the Violences offered to, and the Stra- 
' «Fagems uſed againſt the Reformed of 
Bearn. 


My Lord, 


HE Proteſtaut Churches in the Pro- 

vince of Bearn, had been ſeveral 
Years ago under ſome ſham pretences or 
other, reduced to the Number of Five, 
and the Parliament from time to time, 
have endeavour'd to render them of no 
uſe by the Impriſonment and Silencing of 
their Miniſters ; but now there has been 
fuch a prank plaid for Converting ſome 
of the Inhabitants to the Popiſh Church, 
as I think hardly has ever been Practiſed by 
any other Pcople in the known W orld; 


For the Intendant of the Province having 
;nade 
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made uſe of a Notorious Fellow to carry 
on the Work, he deludes ſome of the 
People to go with him to a Tavern, and 
there by his Artifice found the way to 
make them Drunk. Next Lny when they 
were come to wing ooh oes and tell 
them, That they ha a pri him they 
would go to Maſs, and at if they pre- 
tended to deny it, _ would be ſure 
to be Treated as Apoſtates ; That they 
had beſides ſpoken ill of the Govera- 
ment, and the Miniſters, of Religion ; and 
that the only way for them to eſcape A 
ſevere Puniſhment , which they had made 
themſaves lyable to, was to Conform to 
the Church of Rome : There was about 
: Fifty of them that were catched with 
this ſimple Wile; whereof the Intendant 
Vaunted fo much, that he has Writ to 
Court , that there is ſo General an incli- 
nation in the whole Province to become 
Catholicks, That the King has no more 
than to Teſtify his deſire they ſhould do 
ſo , for him to ſee the whole Coun 
Embrace the Roman Communion ;, And 
having obtained ſuch farther Orders as 
he deſired, he has cauſed an Aſſembly of 
New Converts to meet together at Muſ- 
tac , and hath Ordered the Civil Magi- 
ſtrates of the Nei bouring Places to 
cauſe the Reformed of their reſpeQive Pa- 
Tiſhes 'to come thither, under pretence of 
hearing a Sermon , which the Biſhop of 
Leſcar 
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Leſcar was to Preach there : Now the 
Biſhop, my Lord, as is well known, is fitter 
for a Play-houſe' than a Pulpit, and a Ser- 
mon of his Preaching was look'd upon by 
all a thing ſo rare, as to excite the curioſity 
of the moſt ſtupid in' the World to go 
and hear him';* wherefore abundance of 
Perſons from ,all parts preſented them- 
ſelves at the place ' appointed ; But when 
they came there,” they could hear no other 
Sermon than the' Declaration of the In- 
tendant , to acquaint, them, That it was 
the King's Pleaſure they ſhould all turn 
Roman Catholicks; Thoſe who refuſed to 
comply to this unexpected Command, were 


Cudgelled into the Church, had the Doors 


'made faſt upon them, and with the ſame Vio- 


lence,were forc'd to keep ſilence, fall down 
vpon their Knees, and to receive from the 
good Biſhop an Abſolution of their Hereſy ; 
and - thezeupon were told, That if they of- 
fered for the future to go and hear their 
own Miniſter, they ſhould be infallibly 
Puniſhed for Apoſtates : {nch and a thou- 
ſand the like Violences thcy Praftiſed of 
lare in that Province ; as I have a faithful 
Account thereof, too tedious to trouble 
your Lordſhip withal ; but becauſe your 
Lordſhip may perhaps have heard a mighty 
Noiſe of a Deſign to. Beliege Fontarabie by 
the French: I ſhall in a very few words un- 
fold that Miſtery to you, 


The 
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The Intendant, my Lord, having found 
that thoſe, and the like ſham-Tricks 
above mentioned , . did not anſwer his 
his End, but that the generality of the 
People ſtill ſtuck Tight 'to their Prin- 
ciples ; found there was a neceſſity to 
bring in Armed Men to conffrain them 
to a Complyance, It was given out 
here , That this Court was highly diſſa- 
tisfied at that of Spain; that they darſt 
appear ſenſible of the Outrages done 
them on Flanders ſide; and fo for fa- 
tisfaction , talked loud of nothing elſe 
than Beſieging Fontaraby ; ſaying at the 
ſame time, That France would do no- 
thing but what was Juſt, and therefore 
they were not willing to begin a War 
on that fide where. the Barrier might 
be broken (which was made by the late 
Peace) between their Conqueſts, and the 
United Provinces ; and in carrying their 
Arms towards the other ſide, could give 
them no manner of Umbrage. In Con- 
formity to this ſeeming Deſign, the- 
Troops Defiled towards Bear, but in 
ſtead of Advancing to Inveſt Fontara- 
bie, they have halted there ever ſince, and 
committed all the Infolences that the 
moſt barbarous of Nations could ere be 
guilty of, But. fince I have entred upon 
the Relation of the Miſery of this Fa- 
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mous Province, I ſhall endeavour a lit- 
tle further to . treſpaſs upon your Lord- 
ſhips Patience, and ſhew what pretences 
the Clergy have raiſed .to. Jaſtify the Ri- 
gorous Proſecution of the Bernots, before 
others in the Kingdom ; "They have had 
the Artifice to Aboliſh the Remembrance 
of the Conſpiracy which their ' Predeceſ- 
fors had formed in this Principality againſt 
their Lawful Sovereigns,” and have had the 
Audaciouſneſs' tro perſwade the King, 
that the Reformed Religion was never Efta- 
bliſhed in that - Province , but by the 
Authority of Queen Jane, : who would 
have her own Religion to be Uppermoſt ; 
And that as ſhe had then Bamſhed the 
Catholick Relggion out of her Dominions by 
Arms, in favour of that Do&trine whereon 


ſhe her ſelf Doted; the King who was the 


Eldeſt Son of - the Church , might very 
juſtly do rhe ſame thing for the Exter- 
minating of that Change in Religion 
there, which had bcen introduc'd by 
Violence ; and thus you ſee, my Lord, the 
Popiſh Clergy here leave nothing uneſlay'd 
for the Advancement of their Deſigns, 
(1 am afraid they are of the ſame Kid- 
ney every where elſe) and they have got 
the knack (when there is occaſion) of 
making that a Crime in their Enemues, 
which is but the juſt Puniſhment of their 
own ; 
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own ; for by diſgniſing the Frath of Hi- 
ſtory, as they have done herein , they 
have made that to paſs in Queen Jane 
for an Ufurpation over the Liberties of 
her Subjets, and the freedom of their 
Confciences, which was but a Lawful 
Revenge ſhe- had taken on the Perhdious 
Clergy of her Dominion, who had form- 
ed againſt her, and the Princes her Chil- 
dren ſuch a Conſpiracy as can hardly 
be paralelPd, before the introduction of 
the [-natian Order iheo the World ; 
however, right or wrong, they have 
gain'd their Point , and under this falſe 
relation of ſo memorable an Event , 
they have made it to paſs for. a con« 
ſtant Truth ; That under a Queen of 
the Reformed Religion, that Religion which 
ſhe Authoriz'd, was introduced by force 
in Bearn , and that conſequently there 
would be no room left to complain ; 
that a Popiſh King in his Turn, made 
vie of Force to repreſs it. This was the 
ground pretended for beginning to put 
Bearn under Miltary Execution ; . as if 
from what was formerly done for the 
juit Puniſhment of a Rebellious | People, 
there were a juſt conſequence . to be 
drawn for an unjuſt Oppreſſion of the moſt 
Submifſive and Obedient Subjects : But 
having already Treſpaſſed by an ove: 
Eecee 2 tedi- 
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tedious Letter, I ſhall not farther ag- 
gravate it, but remain, 


Paris, Sep. 27. My Lord, 
1685. IN. S. Your Lordſhips moſt 
Fiumble and Devoted 
Servant. 


LETTER XIIL 


Of the Rejoycings in Pearn wpon the 
Imaginary Succeſs they had in Con- 


Verſions. 


My Lord, 


N my laſt to your Lordſhip, I remem- 

ber I] was ſomewhat tedious in my 
Narration of the Sufferings of the Poor 
Proteſtants 1n the Principality of Pearn. 
It were endleſs for me to recite the far- 
ther Particulars that have come to my 
knowledg ſince; and therefore I ſhall 
wave it, and acquaint your Lordſhip, 
for want of a better Subje&t, how much 
the Clergy have Triumphed in rhe Snc- 
ceſs they have imagined, thoſe Violences 
ihey have heen guilty of towards thoſe 

. People 
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People, had to bring them over to their 
Communion. They have not fail'd tro 


Teſtify as much Joy at it, as if there had 


been ſome Battle got, or fome City tak- 
en from the Enemy : But what was very 
Cruel and Terrible, was, "That the poor 
Reformed were forc'd to take part in theſe 
Rejoycings, of which their own Ruin was 
the Subject. It would be too tedious to 
recount to your Lordſhip , the many 
Cruelties exercited in this Country, and 
particularly at Pau, as a Preluduum to 
this Force ; But after the ReduCtion of 
the foreſaid place, they made a general 
Proceſſion, whereunto they dragged the 
New Converts, and withal Celebrated 
High Maſs, whereat the Parliament af- 
fiſted in a Body : And then when that 
was over, Te Deum was ſung, the Guns 
Fired, and the Citizens who were com- 
manded to ſtand to their Arms, made 
ſeveral Diſcharges and Vollies of Shot 
Then followed Iuminations and Bonkres, 
and Fireworks were prepared at the 
Charge of the Publick for the ſame occa- 
ſion : But how much ſoever this was a 
mock-ſhew , yet great care has been ta- 
ken to tranſmit ſuch Relations to the 
Court, of all the particulars relating to 
their Proceedings and Succeſs, as are drelt 
with- all the Art Imaginable, with a de- 
iign to perſwade them, who are but two 
| Ececce3 ready 
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ready to believe it , that all the People 
every where, have Re-united themſelves 
to the Church, with all the freedom aid 
good will Imaginable; and becauſe they 
were refolv'd to- make ſure work of it, 
they have accompanied the ſame Relati- 
ons with Certificates, which they cauſed 
to be figned by the ſame means, as they 
bave procured their Converlions, as they 
are pleaſed to call them ; and wherein 
thoſe who had ſuffered a thouſand out- 
rages and Violences, that cannot be nam- 
ed without deteſtation and horror, were 
conitrain'd to declare: that the King's 
Soldiers, who of themſelves are well 
known to be as profiigate wretches as any 
in the World, had lived and demeaned 
themſelves among them with all Mode- 
ſty, and had kept ftritly within the 
bounds of their Orders, which yet, my 
Lord, 1s a baſe Equiv ocation , for who 
knows what their Orders were; but 
what is more pleaſant yet then the 
reſt 1s, that bettdes the forementioned 
Narrations and Certificates; they have 
Tranſnutted hither alſo a Specch made 
to the Intendant by Monkeur De V— 
a Member of the Parliament of Pan, 
who was one of the chief Ini{truments 
to induce the Church of that City to 
COMC - a complance, and who taking, 
nporn hun. to ſpeak in the Name of the 
£1 Reſt; 
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Reſt, came to give him aſſurances of their 
entire Submifiion + But I hear, My Lord, 
he is like to have but little thanks for his 
pains, for the Council, here are no ways 
pleaſed that he ſhould attribute- the Con- 
veriion of that fame Church, - to the King's 
Puiſſance, and thereby make too clear a 
Diſcovery of what they have no mind 
ſhould be known by any means, viz, That 
any of the Soldiery have been imployed 
in this Expedition, theſe were his words, 
which I take to be genuine , T hat there 
was need of the ſame Force that bad Subjugated 
both Seas, an4 alſo made the Spaniards 
humble, to cauſe the Reformed to Re-unite 
to the Church, Which Words being not 
to be Explicated any other way, than by 
Force of Arms; and conccrung, which, 
the Sp _— willingly acknowledge, That 
the Power was much more Formidable 
than the Juſtice of them ; the Council 
have Stomacked it, and the more it 
feems, becauſe the ſame Lawyer has fool- 
iſhly and impertinently Attributed the beſt 
part of that Conqueſt to the litendant ; 
Which Procedure did not concur, and fall 
in ri;zht with the Courr Maxims, who 
are wont to attribute to the King alone, 
all the Glory that. Redounds from all 
Events. [I ſhall not Tranſesreſs, my Lord, 
by any further Enlarzameat upon this 
Subject, hoping. your kind Interpretation 
EeaCCEC 4 of 
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of what I have here troubled your Hon- 
our withal, and that you would be pleaſ- 
ed to retain a Favourable Opinion of 
my Sincerity in all the Parts of my Cor- 
reſpondence, and give me leave, ſtill to 
Subſcribe my ſelf, as I really am, and ever 
will be, | 


My Loyd, 
Paris, Sept. 30. 
1685. IN, S. Your Lordſhip's 


To Command. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 


Of the V. tolences offered to the Barons of 
Mompeton, de Mauzac, de Vichafe, 
and de la Mothe. 


1y Lord, 


AVING not yet any better En- 
tertainment for Your Lordſhip, 

then by purſuing the ſame Subjet I have 
of late dwelt upon, in the Courſe of 
my Correſpondence ; I ſhall once more 
adventure upon a ſhort Relation of what 
has lately come within the Verge of my 
Intelligence , concerning the Barbarous 
Uſage of the Barons of Mompeton, de 
Aauzac, de Vichaſe , and de Ja -..othe , 
and the rather, ſince, If I am not much 
miſtaken, I have heard your Lordſhip 
formerly mention ſome of their Names, 
and particularly, de Mompeton , as being 
of your Acquaintance , when you Tra- 
velled in this Kingdom : Theſe Gen- 
tlemen were Members of the Church of 
Aontauban , where lately the Dragoons 
are come z- but it ſeems, before they be- 
gan to exerciſe their Fury upon the poor 
People, it was Contriv'd, by the Prime 
WO: Com- 
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Commanders, how they might entrap 
the fore-mention'd Honour'd Perſons, as 
being of Great Authority among the 
reſt of the People, and capable to draw 
others to follow their Example ; but yet 
obſerv'd to be of as known . Inte- 
Erity, and of whom they were in deſpair to 
compaſs their Ends, unteſs it were by 
Surprize ; wherefore they hal notice 
given them ſecretly , that in order to 
prevent the Pillaging of their Houſes , 
they onght to go and pay their reſpects 
to the Marqueſs de Boujflers, who being 
a Perſon of Honour himſelf , would not 
fail to uſe them as ſuch; Whereupon the 
Baron of A7uzac, having preſented him- 
felf firſt, at the Houſe where the Mar- 
queſs had taken up his Ledgings; He 
was made to wait in the Anti chamber , 
till ſuch time as the Intendant and Bi- 
hop , ( who had notice given him of 
the Delizn ) were come thither ; when 
they came, they went into the Mar- 
quetles Chamber , by another Door, and 
Concertcd Methods with him, how they 
might get the Baron to become a Roman 
Catholick: Aftrer they had pitch'd upon 
the Meaſures they were to fo upon, the 
Baron was order'd to come in ; and after 
lonz Diſcourſe uled to him, for to in- 
cguce him to become a Voluntary Con- 
vert, the Biſhop began to ſpcak, and 
{a1d, 
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ſaid , © There was no necd of fo much 
© ado with that Gentleman ; that there 
© was No more to be done, then to bring 
' him down upon. his knees, and he would 
© too rights give him Abſolution of his 
© Hereſy. Whereupon, a parcel of Ru 
=_ there at hand, ſeiz'd vpon the Ba- 
on. foyl'd him, and brought him down 
oa his knees : This Inſolent and bold 
Carriage, the fear of the Danger, the 
Conſternation it brought him under, to- 
oether with the Fall, fo far prevaild uP- 
on his Spirits , that he Swooned av: ay; 
ſo 25 that. thoſe Miſcreants, who brou kr 
kim into that dangerous condition , had 
much ado to recover him, and bring 
him to himſelf again. There happen d, 
it ſeems, to be a Knight of Malta in 
the place : ; who, being a Man. of great 
Honovr; and finding that this way of 
Converting the World, was a very odd 
and new way, and little azrceable ro 
Ckriftiaiy , he would have taken him 
away out of their hands ; but, ſo intent 
were theſe vile Sparks on their Enter- 
prite, tut they would by no meancs 
give way to the Interceſſion of the Knight, 
unleſs he would charge himſelf with be- 
ins reſponfthie for the Paron's Conver- 
ton: Bur whatever the Gentleman did 
tor the keeping of his Word with them, 


t Owards bringing of the Baron to a 
Com- 
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Compliance, I am credibly inform'd, he 
could not prevail ; but that the Soldt- 
ers were thoſe who got their Ends on 
him; and, that having, by a Terrible 
\tcthod , viz. By forcing him to keep 
continually awake, without any inter- 
mediate Reſt, they brought him at laſt 
to Dore, and be beſide himſelf , when 
they Extorted his Signing. This bad 
ſucceſs did nct diſcourage the Conver- 
tors, as they were call d; for the Baron 
de Vichaſe entring a little after to pay 
the ſame Reſpects to the Marqueſs, they 
would have nſed the ſame Violence to 
him ; but thongh they got him down, 
yet he bravely got up again upon his 
Lc2s, and clapt his Back againſt a Wall, 
and his Hand to his Sword, and that 
vith ſuch a Reſolution to defend him- 
felf, in caſe he was Aſſanlted, that they 
chole rather 10 give him 947, and puſh 
the matter no further : The Paron de 
A{ompton was the Jalt that came; who, 
thouzn of ſuch advanc'd Age,as being near 
Severty four years old, agd of fuch Qna- 
ry, a3 being Lord of a very conlidera- 
ble Borough, in the Dioce(s of Afontar- 
bar; yer had no more reſpect, nor pity 
ſhew'd him then the reſt : for they ſet 
npon him in the ſame manner as they had 
done the reſt : but happening fortnnate- 
ily ww be Booted and} Spmrred, his Spurs 
| | hindred 
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hindred them from throwing him down, 
and his firm and ftout Expreſſions ſtopp'd 
the Biſhop's Mouth, and he eſcaped, tho? 
he was taken afterward in his Flight out 
of the Kingdom , and Condemn'd , ac- 
cording to the Rigorous Proceedings of 
this Court, to the Galleys : and though 
his Age aud Quality, beſides the Great 
Sollicitations made at Court, in Favour of 
him, might render the matter very eaſie 
to be obtaind; yet it was with much 
difficulty that he was got to be exempt= 
ed from that odious Condemnation , and 
this was given out. as an Extraordinary 
Mark of the King's Clemency : The 
Baron de 1a Mothe avoided the Smart, by 
Not appearing at the place for that time ; 
but he was puniſh'd ſoon after, by ha- 
ving his Two Fine Houſes Deſtroy : 
And lately , through a tedious Miſery of 
a Priſon, they Extorted a Compliance 
from him. I hope this will find your 
Lordſhip in' Health, and free from ſuch-- 
in this Tickliſh Time, which ſhall be the 
daily wiſhes of 


Ay Lord, 
Parts, Nov. 13, Tour Lordſhips moſt 
1686. IV. S, hum"le and moſt de- 


voted Servant whilſt 


LETTER 
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LEITER XY. 


Of the Revocation of the Edit of 
N ;ntes, how Monſieur le 'Fellier 
the Chancellor haſtned it , and his 


own Death. 


My Lord, 


14E Parliament is not yet opend 

here : when there was no doubt 
made of it , but that it was fully de- 
ti2n'd the Edit of Nantes would have 
been revoked; but moſt People were 
altoniſh'd to ſee the Revocation come 
out before the ſaid time, and great 
inquiry made into the ſecrer of this un- 
expectcd procedure ; for though the vio- 
teaces | have, in fome of my former 
Letters to your Lordcſhip, given an 
4ccount of were rcally ſuch, it not worſe 
thin repreſented, yet they were 
Cirriflened with the Name of ma- 
king Converts by fair means; and the 
Court would make the World believe 
it to bs fo: at all points. And to elude 
the 
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the poor Reformed with the vaia hopes 
that they ſhould yet enjoy the benefit 
of the EdiQ a long time : they had an 
Order pur forth the. 15th of September 
in fayour of them, in reſpe& of Marria- 
ges, which they had, for a long time , 
before ſollicited for in vaia : Bur, it ſeems 
the Chancellor has been the means to 
haſten it, as I am credibly inform'd : 
For finding himſelf burdened with years 
and Infirmities , and fearing leaſt he 
might be overtaken with Death before 
the Fatal Blow were given; he did , at 
laſt, by freſh and repeated Inſtances (al- 
leadging , he could not hve to the time 
the Edict was deſign'd to be Nullified , 
and that he was not willing to die be- 
fore he had put the Seal to the Revo- 
cation of it ) obtain his ends; Bur, my 
Lord , its very. obſervable, that he had 
no ſooner done it, by putting to the 
Seal, but that he neither would, nor could 
Seal any other Order whatſoever; but 
Died here three days ago very uneaſlie, 
tho* he Blaſphemouſly faid ( when he 
had done it) the words of Old Simeon , 
That after he had ſeen the Salvation of tbe 
Lord , he would zo to his Grave in peace. 
I do not queſtion but your Lordſhip had 
heard before of the Revocation of the 
Edit ,, but the Death of the a 
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and Circumſtance of it, I ſuppoſe you 
have not, and that is the occaſion of 
my troubling you with this Letter, which 
F ſhall conclude , with Suſcribing my 


ſelf, 
Paris, Nov. 2, My Lord, 
1685, N.S. 


Your very humble 
Servant. 


LETTER XV. 


of 'White-hall. 


LETTER XIV. 


Containing ſome Obſervations upon the French 
King's Edift in OQob. 1685. for the re- 
vocation of the Editt of Nants, made in fa- 
wvour of the Reformed in the Reion of Henry 
the b ourth. To 


My Lord, | 
[1 Have very lately given your Lordli;ip an ac- 
count of the Death of Monſieur /e Tellier, 
ſoon after the revocation of the Edit of 1Vanrs 
I am apt to believe your Lord(hip has not ſeen 
the ſaid Kevocation, and therefore, to keep my 
Hand in ure, and for waut of better matter to 
gratifie your Honour's Expe&ations, I (hall de- 
fcant a little upon the Particulars of it : After 
the Prefatory part of it. it's affcrted as a con- 
{tant Truth, That the Edit of /Vazts was nor 
given, but with a Proſpect to revoke itz, That 
not only the King himſclf, fince his accetſion to 
the Throne, but even his Father and Grandfa- 
ther Henry IV. bad a Delign to bring the Re- 
formed back to the Communion of the Roman 
Cathelick Church; and that civil and foreign 
Wars have been the only Cauſ: that had re- 
tarded the exzcution of that Deſign That be- 
fore the cotictuſion of the Truce in 1684, Af- 
- fairs were not brought to a fit diſpoſition ro 
bring it about, and that till now they had been 
content to ſuppreſs the places of their Worlſhip,, 
| Adaaaa and 
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and to aboliſh ſome of their Privileges ; and that 
in order to make way for the accompliſhing of 
this great Work, the King was the more cafily 
brought to conclude the ſa14 Truce : this being 
prefaced, the relt contains twelve Articles, im- 
porting in general, That all Edits made in fa- 
vour of th? Reform:d are null; That the 
Reformed Religion ſhall be nu more exerci- 
fed in the Kingdom 5 That all the Miniſters 
fliall be banifli'd, yet with Promiſes, that if they 
becameConverts in a limited time,vzz. in fifteen 
days, they and th-ir Widows after them ſhould 
be provided for, &©c, That no Reformed 
Schools ſhall be kept in the Kingdom; That 
all Children, for the future, ſhall be brought 
up in the Roman-Cathol'ck Religion; That 
thoſe might return into the Kingdom in four 
months who were out of ir, elſe to have their 
Goods confiſcate ; That none, for the future, 
ſhall dare to go out of the Kingdom, under 
Penalty of the Galleys, C*c.. That ſuch Decla- 
rations 25 have been made againſt thoſe. that re- ? 
lapſ-d, ſhall be in force ; but, laſt of, all, it ? 
g-ants the Reformed liberty to remain where 2 
they pleate, in the Kingdom ; to continue their 
Trade, enjov their Goods, without any moleſta- 
tion or trouble, under pretence of their Reli- 
Zion; upon condition notwithitanding that they 
ſhall notexerciſe the ſame, nor keep any Aﬀem- 
biies under pretence of Prayers or any other 
Worthip whatſoever. But how ſpecious ſoever 
this Article may ſeem, it's already apparent, 
chat 'ris but a meer Wuſfion, and that there is 
much Cruelty couched under it : It would inft- 
nuate-tous, that the King had no defign to for- 
bid domettick Worſhip, and to enforce Mens 
Conſciences, ſince this exprefiion, Till ſuch ri7me 
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as God ſhall be pleaſed to enlighten them, has been 
added, as one fine-fpun Thread to the relt of 
the Net : but the Cor and Clergy have made 
it already appear, that this was the leaſt of their 
T houghts, ſince they have aQually cauſed the 
Traops to march towards the Provinces that 
have not yet been ravaged ; tho'at the ſame time 
the chief Magiſtrate of this C:ry has afſemble1 
the principal Merchants here together, to con- 
firm to them, by word of Mouth, what was 
contain'd in the Edict, and to aſſure them, they 
had nothing to fear napon that sccount. And 
this has bad a very pernicious ctfect already, 
for it -has ſent many home ito thetr Houſes 
again, who had taken mzaſures to be gone, with 
their Families, out of the Kingdom ; for the 
molt diſtruiful prfons could not perſwade 
themſeives, that fo folemn a Promiſe could be 
made with an intention to break it the next op- 
portunitv ; but Experience has very quickly 
taught ihcm, that the Imprudence to return 
was to no other effect, than to receive the Dra- 
goons into their Houſes; and now, when *tis 
t00 late, they come to know, that the Mar- 
quelſs 4: C:M:teanmert had no other deſign, than 
to lay a Snare ior the credulous, by a bale equi 
vocating Phraſe, and ſuch as the [eſuites uſual- 
ly have inade ule of in forming the Orders and 

eclarations concerning Religion, which have, 
pailed thro”. their on A and that by addirvg 
to thole words, waiting till the Lord ſhall be 
pleaſed ro enlighten them, theſe ſame, as others; 
he meant no other, than that the Dragoons, who 
had enlightned the firlk Converts, thould. alſo 
be the Diipenſers of the ſame Light to thoſe- 
who continued {till ſtiff 2nd opiniovative. But 
] thall, inmy next, give your Lordſhip further 
Aaaaaa 2 In- 
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Information of this baſe and double-dealing, fo 
much to the Diſhonour of this Coxurr, and the 
Miniſters of it, from whom, as in the I itany, 
_ - I commend your Lordihip to the Divine 
Protection, and ſhall ever while I live do fo, 
and remain, 


My Lord, 


Paris. Dec. 15 Your Lordſhip's moſt 
168;. NS. devoted Servant, 


LETTHEM Ky. 


Of the Marqueſs of Louvols's Letter, autho- 
rizing the ſevere Proſecution of the Reformed. 
As alſo an Order by him ſigned to the ſame 
parpoſe. 


2 Ty [nr A 
Have inade a kind of a Promiſe to your 
Lord(tip, when I writ laſt, to give you ſome 
further explication of the double-dealing of this 
Court upon the ſubje&t-matter of the Edict of 
the Revocation, and particularly that Article 
that ſeemed to contain ſo much in favour of 
the Retormed; and ſuch, my Lord, it was, that 
the very Komaniſts themſelves thought fit to 
iufpend the courſe of their violent Proceed- 
1g 22ainit them upon it : And therefore Mon- 
liar tbe Duke de Noailles, who had receiv'd 
Orders for the Province of Langxedoc, _ 
that 
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that Clauſe formerly :mention'd ſeem'd to re- 
voke, had, upon-thexperuſing of it, recourſe 
to the DelphiasOratle of this Country, for the 
Folution of fo great a Difficulty ; upon which 
the Marqueſs de Lowvois, the GC Nice Apolls, 
fon diſabuſed him, and- returned to his Que- 
ſtion this deciſive Articke; / doubt not, but the 
quartering of a few Troopers more than ordinary 
upon thoſe few of the Gentry and Commoners, 
that ſtill remain of the Reformed Religion, will 
quickly undeceive them, and convince them of 
the Miſtake they have been in concerning the 
Edit, which Monſieur de Chateauneuf hath 
drawn up ;, and His Majeſty's Pleaſure is, That 
you would make an explication of the ſame very 
ſeverely againſt all thoſe, who will be the lajt 
to ns 4 a profeſſion of a Religion that dots not 
pleaſe him, and the exerciſe whereof he hath. 
thought fit to brobibit through all h.s Dominions, 
But, my Lord, this is not the only Letter nor 
Order to this purpoſe; for 1 have had the ad- 
vantage to ſee {ome others to the Officers of 
the Army and Intendants; importing, That for 
the farther convincing of the incredulous, it 
was declar'd, thoſe Violences-were order'd þ 
the Council; and, in ſhort, the Marqueſs 4e 
Loxvots was the principal Author of theſe cruel 
Expedients: But, above all the reit, I have 
privately ſeen an Order ſigned by him, where- 
m 15 expreſs'd, That the Copy thereof ſhould 
be ſent to the Marquels de YVerac, and which 
ended with theſe remarkable words : Ut :s His 
Majeſty's Will and Pleaſure, that you make uſe 
of the utmoſt Rigour and Severity againſt all thoſe 
who are not willing to become of his Religion ; 
And thoſe who will have the V ain-glory to cor- 
tinne to the laſt of the number, muſt be uſed and 
| AAaaaaa 3 preſt 
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preſt upon to the ut moſt extremity, V1! leave it 
to your Lordſhips Wiſdom and known Sagact- 
ty, toreminate upen. and judge of this Leger- 
\ demain Procedure, and crave leave to acknow- 
ledge ( tho' it be never oat of my mind) the 
many Favours you have beca pleas'd to ſhew up- 


on all occaſions to, 


Paris, Decemh. My Lord, 
14-1625.n,fi. 


Your Elynour's, humble ſervant. 


LEITER XVI. 


Of an Order provibiing the Reformed to free 
quen tthe Chappels or Houſes of the :4mbaſſa 
dors of Foreign Princes. | 


My Lord, 

Oo UR Court here, it ſeems, have thought it 
— alittle too: low to deſcend to forbid the 
Reformed to frequent the Proteſtant Chappels 
of Foreign Miniſters, and therefore they have 
conſizned that pi-ce of Drudgery unto the Ci- 
vi} Magitirate of this City, who has done it in 
ſuch terms as are as like-to another Equivoca- 
tion 1 have already mcntion'd to yeur Lord- 
ſhip, that it cannot otherwiſe be than a Pig' of 
the {ame Sow ; for tl Order does not men- 
tion, Tat tho/c ho were jti{} of the Reformed 
Kelpgion ſhould ner be prejent. at any Divine 
H/or(bip in the tow/cs of Ambaſſacors, has of 

| ether 
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other Miniſters of Foreign Potentates;, but it 
has a term of Expreſſion that is very ſingular 
and pretty, calling them thoſe who ſay, they are 
ſtill of the Reformed Religion, as if it werenow 
ſomewhat ſtrange or criminal, after what hath 
been mention'd in the latter clauſe of the Edi& 
of Revocation, whereof I have ſome time ſince 
taken particular notice to your Lordſhip, to 
continue tilt of that Religion, to which it hath 
promiſed ſo little ſupport, or uſe the freedom 
to ſay it : But hereby 'tis plain, they are intent 
to cut off the only Reſource and' Conſolation 
they had left them under their hard Fortune, by 
enjoyning 'eminot to frequent thoſeReligiousEx- 
erciſes practiſed inprivileg'd and exemptHoales, 
And while the Roman-C atholicks in all P: ozeſtare 
Conntries have the Liberty publickly to be pre- 
ſent at their own-way of Religious Worthip, 
which is celebrated in the Houkes of all Pop J 
Ambaſſadors, ' the unhappy, Remnant of the 
French Proteſt ants are heebey utterly deprived 
of the little Conveniency which t d, both 
ſeldom and ſecretly,; of preſentin-/themſelves at 
the Houſes of Proteſtant Ambaſſadors, there to 
pay their Devotions with ſome marks of Linioy, 
One ſhould think, my Lord; the #ore:gn Poter- 
tates ſhould reſent this; bur, alas! thar' Inte- 
reſt ſeems to be quite in the Wain, fince our 
Native Comntry- has left holding the Scales 
which I cannot leſs than deplore, tho it's out of 
-my power -to redreſs: But, who knows what 
your Lord{hip----- lam, | 


| My Lord, 
Paris, Dec. 16. Tours in ſMcereft Aﬀetion 
168 5. N, $, and Senſe of Duty. 
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LETTER XVIL 


The Reformed in France are prohibited to en- 
tertain any other Scruants than old Catho- 
licks, Of 1h | 


My Lore, 

TH IS Kingdom ſwarms till, as it has done 

for ſome months backwards, with meer 
Edits and Declarations; and that chiefly about 
the poor diſtreſſed Reformed, whom they think 
they can never depreſs low enough. It was in 
Fuly laſt that they were forbidden to take any 
Domeſticks into their Service that were of the 
Roman Communion; and now they are order'd 
to take none but: old Romaniffs to be their do- 
meſtick Servants; and the ſame InjunRions 
reach alſo the new. Converts. It's a ſad and me- 
tancholy Subject, I do confeſs, but were it of 
Teſs importance, one could not forbear laugh- 
ing, to conſider, that what was pitched upon as 
highly uſeful and neceſſary, in the 'Month of 
7ly, for to obſtruct the pervertion of C atho- 
tel: could ſome five months after. retard the 
Converſion of fuch as might have been of the Re- 
formed Way in the Service of perſons of the ſame 
Religion; as if in the Monthof July, when al- 
moli half the Kingdom was over-run with Dra- 
goons, and who .did every where -commit the 
terribleſt Ravages imaginable, any one in his 
.Wits could imagine that thoſe of the Reformed 
Keligion ſhould think uppn. the perverting of 
7 | {9Þ any 
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any of the Roman-C atholicks to their Way ;, or 
in the Month of December the handful of 
the Reformed, who are accuſed by the King's 
Declaration to perſevere ſtill in their erroneous 
Opinions, are.1n a conditi6n to take into their 
Service all the reſt of the Reformed, who are 
brought to a ſtate of ſerving other People to 
'gain them an honeſt Livelihood, and by this 
way to hinder the efficacious means, which the 
King declares he doth make uſe of for the re- 
dacing of this poor People to Obedience, It's 
impotijble for me, my Lord, to decipher to 
you the daily Hardſhips put 'upon theſe forlorn 
cople, whoſe X:ſeries daily have an appea- 
rance ' of further aggravation and encreaſe, 
which, I know, mutt aggravate your Sorrow, 
and therefore 1 ſhall forbear any further en- 
— hereupon, and content my ſelf 'to 
profeſs how ready I am to give your Lordſhi 
all the Satisfaction that lies in my power, no, 
-to continue, 644 SutAd 


My Lora, 


Faris, Jan. 16. Your Honour's moſt bumble 
1686, N.S . & 


Servant, 
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LETTER XVIIL 


Of Alien Proteſtants, their V/age m France ; 
' ard the Severities ſhew'd to the Dutch Con 
ſill at Nants, and others. 


Ay Lord, 
XX OUR Lordſhip may have been defirous to 

+ know all this while, that ſince the Frexch 
have been- fo cruel to their own Fellow-ſubjects 
and Natives, how Strangers fare amongſt them ; 
and therefore I ſhall give your Honour my 
Ehoughts upon this matter, as far as. any Par- 
ticulars:have come to my Knowledge, It's nat 
long fince that we have ſeen an Order here, grv- 
ing Leave to all Proteſtant Strangers to have tree 
egreſs and regreſs into the Kuigdom, with their 
Wives, Children, 'Servants, and others of their 
Nation, at 'Will, and with the fame Freedom 
and Liberty hee enjoy'd in times palt; 
but they are ſ{tritly charg'd to carry none of 
the King's'SubjeRs out with them, without ex- 
preſs Leave under - the Secretary of State's 
Hands, nor to exerciſe their own Religion, 
whatever Religion ti:ey be of, which laſt words 
were” firten mr craftity by rhe Fefortes; after 
that of Proreſtants, to the end they might en- 
hance the Diviſions among them, from which 
the Miſſionaries drew their greateſt Arguments 
to ehtfap the ſimple and ignorant, and where- 
by they would tacitely inmate, That all the 


Sets which at this day diſhonour the orien 
| e- 
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Religion, and which agree in any one thirig 
with Proteftani/m, are {o dre. Proteft ant 
Sets : Tho' it's welt known to the World; that 
all Trae Proteſtants both (hon arid abhor their 
Communion. Sach-an' Order was certainly, 
at this time, highly neceffary ; for, tho” no Or- 
ders haye been1flaedout for to kinder thoſe who 
would not become Xomarifts to enter the Kirig- 
dom, yet the Court was afraid their rigorous 
Proceedings againft their own Natives wonld 
deter others, as thinking; they could expe&t no 
better Treatment, nor more Safety in their 
Perſons and Eſtates in Fravmce than natural 
Frenchmen ;, but how little Benefir many Alien 
Proteftants have received hereby, notoriouſly 
known im every part of this Kingdom ; and the 
Dutch Cenſul at Nazits has ſadly experienc'd 
the ſame ; tho' one ſhould: have thonght his 
Quality wasadble t6 ſecure him againft any Vio- 
_ ” be _—_— oy - thar kind. - LG 
cen uſual, my Lord, Oreipners;, w | 

refided 11 this Kingdom, retyihg opon the Pab- 
lick Faith, and flouriſhing, by Commerce, tolove 
to take care to preſerve the Fruit of their Toil 
and Pairis in a Country where the Right of 
Inheritance took place upon their taking Eer- 
ters of Naturalization; wherefore many fach 
are to be found here this day, who never dreamt 
that they ſhould: be moleſted in their Religion, 
and' thereby run the hazard of loſmg their E- 
itates alſo, as thinking it to be a matter 
conformable to the Rales of Juffice and the Law 
of Natare and of Natiohs; that they thoulfd be 
redue dto their pramitive ſtates, as others, when 
the Kingdom thanght fit to revoke the Edits; 
rnder the proteRion and duration where they 
had made thefe Advances; andalledging; That 
GH | i ey 
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they did not become Frenchmen, but conditio- 
nally, that they might enjoy the Freedom of 
their Conſciences ; ſeeing without that they 
would never have taken thoſe Engagements : or 
if the Government thought not fit to obſerve 
them, the leaft it could do, was to remit them 
to their former Liberty, and to give thgn their 
Choice, either to enjoy the Priviledge of their 
Letters, whereby they were naturaliz'd, b 
turning Roman-C atholicks, or to loſe that - Ad- 
vantage, and to be look'd upon for the future 
as no other than Strangers, if they perſevered 
in their own Religion, But theſe Pleas, tho' 
full of Reaſon and Equity,hath little availed any 
of them, for they have been generally treated 
with the ſame Rigor and Severity as the reſt 
have .been: And to this end there are and 
have been forty ſnivelling Pretences rais'd, to 
involve them in the fame Miſery ; if any of 
them . have French Wives ;, if they have Chil- 
dren by them of ſach an age, born in this King- 
dom; or if they havea Father or Mother-in-law 
living with them ; this is enaugh to quarter the 
Dragoons upon them, - In ſhort, my Lord, 1 
cannot ſee how it can be ſafe for any Proreſtant 
to come ant reſide in this Country, notwith- 
{tanding what is contained in the forementio- 
ned Order ; for tho' this Court might be pun- 
tual in the obſervance of it according to the 
Letter, yet ſeeing it doth poſitively forbid, that 
ſuch Strangers thould exerciſe their Religion 
here, it brings but” a ſmall Remedy to the Evil 
they have apprehended might arile by the Fear 
which might poſſels the Minds of Foreigners 
from reſiding, and trafficking amongſt them, un- 
leſs ſuch ProreſianrAlliens will be content (which 
gannot: be generally thought of them) to a 
% ; i with- 
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without any Worſhip at all; for they mult ex- 
pe&, if they do otherwiſe, tho' it be their 
private Devotions only in their Families, to be 
liable to the Rigors of the ſame Inquiſition with 
the French Proteſtants thetfiſelves. I find they 


are reſolved here to carry all things with an 
high hand ; I heartily wiſh it may be no Pat- 


tern to our -—---- [| remain, | 
My Lord. 
Paris, June 2. y c 
1686+ N. 5. Your moſt humble and 
moſt devoted Servant. 


LETTER KXIX. 


Concerning the Ignorance of Popiſh Convents. 


Hy Lord, 
JT's ſcarce credible how ignorant the Popiſþ 

Convents in this Country are of all good 
Literature, eſpecially the Women-kind, who 
have entertained ſuch monſtrous Notions con- 
cerning the Principles;of the Reformed Chur- 
ches, that without I ad had it from incon- 
teltable Teſtumonics, I ſhould not abuſe your 
Lordſhip, and hazard my Reputation with you 
ſo far, as to mention it to you. I know not whe- 
ther I have formerly given your Honour toun- 
derſtand, that it has heen a frequent Practiſe 
here to put young Maidens of the Proteſtant 
Faith into Religious Houſes, to be n—_— 
there 


[4 


The Secret Hiſtozy 
there,in the. Cabolick Fair,and where they have 
found the groſſcit Ignarance both of their Prin- 
ciples and Prattiſes, as ever would have en- 
tred into the Thoughts of rational Animals : 
They haye looked upon and entertained them as 
if they were fach as had no Belief in Je/z4Chriſt; 
and not only ſo, but as ſuch as did not pray to 
God, but invoked Calv'/n or Luther vnly ; by 
others they were looked upon as 75 that had 
not been circumcis'd, or did not eat any Swines- 
fleſh. With a thouſand ſuch Chimera's and Ab- 
ſurdities have the crafty Prieſts filld the Nod- 
dles of thoſe ſimple Women, who think all they 
fay an Oracle. But tho' many diſtreſſed per- 
ſons have been extream Sufferers, and felt the 
Effects of theſe Prejudices in a moſt rigorous 
manner, yet we are not without Examples of 
others, F when by their Piety, Innocence, and 
Knowledge they had diſabuſed thoſe who have 
the charge of them, have been treated by them 
with much Tenderneſs and Humanity. I would 
not, my Lord, have continued a Correſpon- 
dence fo little to your Honour's Information, 
had I not lain under your Commands for my {o. 

oing, and that yoit have always expreſs'd your 
Satisfaction with. my Endeavours to ſerve you, 
who am, 


My Lora, 


; Paris, July 7. Yours, 1n all humble 
L606, N.S, 


Obſervance. 


LET. 
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LETTER XX. 


Of Mareſchal Schomberg, and the AA. de Ru- 
Vienrs Retrear out of France ; and of the 
Favour ſhew®d to the Marqueſs du Queſne, 
with the Reaſons thereof. 


Ay Lord, 
I Do not queſtion but your Lordſhip had ac- 

quaintance with Mareſchal Schomberg, when 
ſome Years ago in England ; you may, perhaps, 
ſee him there again in a ſhort time, for he hat 
with very great difficulty, pre Tmamangy. A 
many _ | nr Services for this Crown, obtai- 
ned Leave to depart the Kingdom, but under 
very hard Reſtrictions, the number of his Do- 
melticks being limited, and the Veſſel wherein 
he embark'd view d very narrowly : The Court 
before his departure appointed him Porrxgal for 
his Retreat, that ſo that ſame Country, where 
he has been known for ſo many Victories, might 
become unto him rather a place of Exile, x 
Retreat, The Marqueſs de Rxvignt had always 
{ome meaſure of the King'sFavour, but that,toge- 
ther with all the Intereſt he has had with hisMi- 
niſters of State, were little enough to procure 
him Leave to retire with his Family into Ex- 
zland;, but whether arrived there, your Lord- 
ſhip can tell much better than I, As for the 
Marqueſs de Oxe/ne, tho' fourſcore Year old, 
and a perſon that hath deſerved fo much = his: 
ong 
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long and glorious Services, and under whoſe 
Condu the Naval Power of this Kingdom, 
heretofore ſo inconſiderable, was become formi- 
dable to all the World; yet he hathnot beenable 
to obtain Leave to go finiſh his Days in a Prote- 
ſtant Country : But theCourt have complemen- 
ted him ſeemingly with a great Favour, viz. 
to continue in this City, with Aſſurance he ſhall 
not be moleſted upon the ſcore of his Religion ; 
but no doubt but this Favour hath procceded 


more from Court-policy than any Good-will ;; 
for they are, it's very likely, afraid, that had- 


they granted him Leave to depart the Kingdom, 
he might go and inform Strangers of the ſtate 
of their marine affairs, the Weakneſs and De- 
fets whereof he knows, as well as he can dil- 
cover the Strength and Power of the ſame ; and 
as for the Liberty of his Conſcience granted him, 
they found that alſo expedient, to hinder him to 
practiſe his eſcape by one Artifice or other, if he 
were menaced with any Conſtraint, I did not 
think once matters would have been brought to 
this pais here; but when they are at the wortt,. 
there will be Hopes they will mend, as I hope I 
ſhall in my Intelligence to your Lordſhip, who 
am, 


My Lord, 


Paris, I pt. 4. 
1686. N.S. Divotel to /erve yen. 
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LETTER XXL. 


: Y 
Of Monſieur - Claude's Book, entiruled, A 
Proteſtation, in the Name of the Re- 
formed ; winked at in France, and King 
Jaines made their Prudge to burn it in En- 


gland. 


My Lord, | 5+ 
TO think that your Lordfhip hath not ſeen 
and rcad Monſizur Claud's Proteſtation in 
the Namie of the Reformed, were to judge very 
diſreſpectfally and d4im:inirively of yourCuriolt- 
ty,and th:refore for me to deicant-upon it, can- 
not but bz nauſeous; bur give me leave to ob- 
ſerve to your Lordſhip the different Procedure 
of the two Courts at this time, tho' its not 
doubted here, and I hope in a ſhort tine to give; 
yoa a farther account of .it ; but that they are 
entred into very cloſ2 Meaſures and Defigns to- 
gether, which-will apvear in- due Place: No- 
thing can be heard on this Side but the loud and . 
dreadtul Cry, of Co:jtra;n them all ro come in, 
while our Eanflarizs, in conjunction with their - 
Popuh Leyitical Brethren on your Side, are a, 
preaching up a general Indulgence to tender” 
Conlſciences,-. mad a Sovereign Duty,. to grant 
equal Toleration to. all Opinions, anq one 
would almo;t believe both are (incere; .. But, 
ma | bord, the Burning of the foreſai4 Baok;, 
which is A RRRgRen, ot>the Hiltory of the 
Perſecution, by vur Rog. Order, unJer Pre- 
Abdbbb tence 
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tence of its containing a Doctrine contrary to 


the Authority of Kings, 1s an ill Proof of the 
latter ; and an half-ſighted Man cannot but ſee, 
that maugre all the Inclination that ſeems to be 


in the Court, towards granting Indulgence to 


others, their Deſjyns inuſt have quite another 
Tendency; but I find this Court has got the 
Aſcendency, for they have cunningly enoih 


judged it more profitable to difſcmble the In Jury 


they conceive they have received by the foreſai 


Book, than to take a Publick Revenge, for 
fear leſt all the World' ſhoul/d come to read: 


a Piece that was ſo dangerous to them and ob- 
noxious to their Intereſt ;- and when they well 


knew they had formed a Tool to do that to' 
their Hands, with leſs Envy to themſelves and' 
more to : : : : * Whenever they required it; 


I heartily beg your Lordſhips Pardon for my 
Freedom with yon, who am, 


My Lord, 


Paris Nov.6. Your very humble Servant: 
1686, 


lr ee throw 
RA 


LEFTER XXII. 


"Of the League made between King James TT. 
and the French King, Lewls XIV. 


My Lord, | 


Have once hinted to your Lordſhip, That 


both Courts were entred into very cloſe 
Meaſures and Deſigns for to eſtabliſh themſelves 
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to the Prejudice of their Neighbours; as I 
ſhould have been, and am very forry to have 
dilappointed your Expectations,.. after ſuch In- 
timations given you, 1 do now as much rejoyce: 
that have, tho' I may ſay, ſurreptitioully, got 
the Heads of the League lately. made between' 
them; for it is here with our Minutes as with 
other things, when they are freth they are more 
choice and fond of them. And it was agreed in 
general, That our King ſhould joyn with the- 
French King in a War againſt Holland, both 
by Sea and Land, but in order to carry the ſame 
— on, it was more particularly con- 
certed. 


|. That they thall both endeavour to draw the . 
Prince of Orange tor comive at fach a War, 
and to content to the Abohtion of the Penal 
Laws and Tett- agamſt the Roman Carholicks, 
with fpecious: Promiſes of making him Prince 
of Holland, f:cavre his Succeflion in England, 
and of many other great Proffers and Advanta- . 
ges; but in.calc he proves ſtiff, to endeavour to 
make a total Conquelt of that Country, and- 
ſhare it between themſelves, as was projected 
in the laſt Prrch_ War: And whereof, to the 
belt of ny Remembranrc:, I have given your 
Lord{hip a particular Relation ; and then to 
hd out ſome effetual Expedients to put the 
Prince of Orazige by tov of his Succetiion in 
England, : oo 7 4 p - 

11. That upon ſappoſal that the Prince-ſhall : 
refuſe to campl with them in their proxeted 
Defivus; . that then the Exelzh:andiScorch Far-. 
ces ſkall be recalled out of the Drrch Service, 
and be feut immediately into: that of: Fraxce, to 
de employed for a Time in remoter Campaigns, - 
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towards Spain of Italy, and for want of ſuck 
Service, in Garri{ons, for fear they ſhall turn 
Tail and revolt, and fo the Prince and' the States 
of Holland ſhall be before-hand weakened, and 
the French conſiderably ſtrengthened. 

ITT. That ſome thouſands of the French choice 
Men, asof the King's Gentlemen Munſqueteers, 
and others, ſhall inſenfibly be brought into Ez-- 
land, 1f the King: finds his Occaſions ſo require 
it, to be mixt with the Ezgl;ſh Troops, under 
Pretence of learning the other a more perfe&t 
Diſcipline. | | 

IV. That they ſhall both joyn their Forces at 
Sea, with all Strength poſlible. 

V. That a good Body of French, Expliſh 
Sce'ch and 1:1) Troops ſhall be put on Boar 
both the Fleets, that ſoa Mixture may be made 
in both, to the end it may create leſs ſealouſfie ; 
and that the reſt of the Engliſh and other Bre:- 
tif Troops, that can be conveniently ſpared 
from England, ſhall be employed in the Land- 
Armies, agaunt the Republick of Holand. 

VI. That after the War be once declared, 
ſuch French —_ as will ſhew themſelves 
willing to ſerve under the Engliſh Banner againft 
Holland, (hall enjoy the Revenues which they 
Had in France, tho' they ſhall not be ſuffered to 
dwell there. 

VII. That neither f:de ſhall defiſt from the 


War, till a total Conqueſt be made of the faid. 


Country, which they think themſelves ſure e- 
novgh of : And that when Holland (hall be ſub- 
j-ted by their united Force, there will then be 
no more Fear of any Oppoſition in England to 
prevent the King from raiſing Arbitrary Power 
and the Roman Catholick Religion there to 
the fame heighth as it is in France, nor from 
con- 
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concurring with the French King, till he ſhall 
abtain the Empire for him(clf, | 
VIII. That the French King ſhall pay all the 
Brittiſh Forces in Flanders and elfiwhere, and 
be content to defray half the Charges of the 
War, that our King with his Pecumiary Aflj- 
ſtance may be enabled to hold on the War with 
Vigour and Conſtancy enough for to make a 
. Conqueſt; but that afterwards, for a Recom- 
ence,he ſhall be obliged to aflift France in any 
uture War with thirty Capital Ships, and 
Py thouſand Men, at half Charges 
orn. þ 


Your Lardſhip knows, much better to make a 
a Judgment of ſuch a League than 1 can pretend 
to, but 1 perceive the et will be dreadful, 
not only to poor Holland but to England too, 
without the neighbouring Potentates be time- 
mouſly awakened to ward the Blow ; and that 
kich worthy Patriots as your ſelf rowſe up and 
{tand in the Gap : Butl pretend not to dictate 
to your Lordſhp what every generous Ergliſh 
Man's Duty is to God and his Country upon 
ſach an occaſion, and fo conclude with ſubſcrib-. 
ing my {lf}, | 


My Lord, 


Paris, Jan. 24. Torr very humile Servant 
* 1687. SN. HET 
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LETTER XXII. 


Of Methods to be prattijed by King James 
for keeping up the Diſpenſing Power, and 
and particutarly about diſcarding the Mili- 


tra of the Kingdom. : 


My Lord, 
[ Have upon another occaſion hinted ſomewhat 
to your Lordſhip of thoſe Arguments urged 
to the King for the promoting of the Diſpenſing 
Power; and yon know very well, ſince it has 
been put in yn in Weſtmirfter-Hall, m 
the Caſe of Sir F. H. and how that matter ter- 
minated to the King's Satisfactiom, and further 
heightening of his Perogative Royal, and how 
- the ſame was eitabliſhed by the Concurrence of 
the Judges of the Land, if they may be ſo cal- 
led, who authorized the fame : Theſe Points 
being gained, another Matrer and that of an 
higher Confequence was agitate1 in the Cabi- 
net Council, v/z, to uſe fome means totally ro 
dilcard the Militia of Frgland, and in liew 
of them to rctain tianding Troops in the Na- 
tion; and to throw a little Dujt in the Peq- 
ple's Eyes, and amufe them fo as that they might 
take little notice, or at leait not oppoſe thoſe 
their Proceedings, it was adviſed to a& theſe 
previous things. | 
In order to Eallance the great Power of the 
City of London, it was projected to grant a 
(.harter to that of /7z/tmunſter, ard that -& 
er 
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der the Pretence of its being the Royal Reſi- 
dence of the Kings of England, and of the ſu- 
preme Court of Parliament, and therefore 
ought to be dignified with as ample Previledges 
as any City m the King's Dominions, Londor: 
it ſelf not excepted; and to have a Lord Mayor 
Court of Aldermen, Sheriffs, and all other Of 
ficers —_— both for the Support and Gran- 
dure of it; that great Pncouragement ſhould 
be given to rich Merchants, wealthy Tradel- 
men, &©'c. to dwell there, and to tranſport a 
great part of their Trade thither, which would 
cauſe them to ſtick cloſe to the Court, and 
Intereſts thereof, 

And had this ſame Proje& gone on, it was al- 
ſo projected to have a new Stone-Bridge, imi- 
tating that of Zoden, but built much broader, 
and more convenient, erected between the Pa- 
lace-yard and the Horſe-Ferry and the Kin 
ſeems very eager and forward to promote ſo 
uſeſul a Work. 

Then the Mews was to be ditched round, and 
=u care taken, as well as Expedition uſed to 

ave it filled with Stabling and other Buildings, 

fit to receive and lodge a : a Body of Horle , 
and to be made a Cittadel, under Pretenc? 
that ſuch Troops ſhould not be Troublefom an 
a Burthen to the ſaid City. i 

And when all this was accomplith'd; which 
was concerted to have been brought about mn a 
ſhort Tzme, then the Militia of the Kingdom 
was tage: new modelled, two or three Times 
over, enew Lords Lieutenants of Coun- 
ties, andother. Officers chopp'd and chang'd 
to the Court's Mind, who ſhould ſhew them- 
ſelves wilting to obey the Orders they were to 
fulow, which were to this effet. That the 
Bbbbbb 4 Mi- 
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Militia ſhould be ordered to meet in their {eve- 
ral reſpecive diſtricts, and there the Lord 
Lieutenants for the -Time- being were to ac- 
quaint them, Thar ſince to: ſerve in the Mili- 
tia was but atronble to them, as well 45 a Charge 
and Burthen to the Country, vet without uny Vſe 
or Security to the Crown or Kingdom, when all 
our Neighbour Nations were armed with Veteran 
Troops, the King was _—_— and now thought 
fit to diſcharge them of the Trouble, and the 
Country of the Charge of maintaming of them 
fer the future ;, and fo order them to deliver up 
their Arms, to be diſtributed among regular 
Troops, that would be more uſeful and ſervice- 
able. But before this was to be put in Execu- 
tion, t1t was, my Lord, reſolved, a Toleration 
of Religion ſhould be firſt granted, : and ſevere 
Orders given to the Soldiers for to pay their 
Quarters duly, demean themſelves quietly 'and 
orderly, and toabſtain from any manner of Vt 
olence ;, and all manner of Perſons, as well 
Proteſtants, Diſſenters from the Church of 
.England, as others of the Roman Communion: 
ſhould be admitted into the Army, either as Of- 
ficers or Soldiers, and if any of the Church- 
men ſhould grumble thereat, and begin to ſto- 
mach it, it ſhould be alledged, : There was no 
Reaſon in the Werld the King lhould be deprived 
of the Services of any of his Subjetts however dc- 
nominated, as totheir refpetiive Religions, for the 
Carping of a few Churchmen, who were .more 
Foncerned for the:r own worldly Intereſts, and /o 
would have all Flaces of Profit confined to the/e 
of their own Stamp, than they mere. ſor the real 
Intereſt of the Church, Then there were to be 
ſufficient Bodies of Soldiers to be placed. all 
over Emglang, to aſlift the Loxds Lieutenants 
j F to 
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to ſee all the forementioned Orders put quietly 
in Execution, and ready to ſuppreſs any Tu- 
mult that might be occaſioned thereby. This, 
my.Lord, was the Projection, I ſhall endea- 
your to give your 'Lordſhip, in my next, an ac- 
count of the Oppoſition made hereunto, as this 
and the reſt have been lately entred here in our 
Minutes, from Papers tranſmitted by the Re- 
ſident of 7Modeta and Count Dada the Pope's 
Nuntio in Exgland, to the Reſident of that 
Name, and Papal Nuncio in this Kingdom, and 
by them communicated to Monſieur Loxvors ; 


till then I am and ever ſhall be, 


My Lord, 
Paris, Feb. 9. 
, 1687. N.S, Jour bumble Servant. 


LETTER XXIV. 


Of the Oppoſition made by ſeveral Noblemen, 
*. and particularly by the Lord Marqueſs of 
Pow1s, again diſcarding the Militia of the 
Kingdom. = | | 
Ay Lora, 
2'T'ls but a few Nays ſince I ſent to your Lord- 
(hip the particular Reſolutions formed in 
the Cabinet Council, of diſcarding the Militia, 
and other Methqgds that were to be gong as 
either previous'to or ſubſequent of ſuch a De- 
ſign; and now, I can aſture your A 


So 
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That ſame Projet was chiefly broken by the 
Marqueſs of #. D---- of NV. and ſome other 
Noble Perſons ard worthy Patriots; but the 
Marqueſs of Pow: had a greater Hand'in it 
than any of them, as being of greater Credit 
with the King, who repreſented how dangerous 
and in a Word how impracticable ſuch a Pro- 
jet was; For, ſaid be, i will be impoſſible to 
find ſach Lord Lieutenants in the Kingdom as 
will undertake to put the ſame in Execution, 
nor no Officers that will obey, If they could find 
ſuch, that ſuch a Prattice would neceſſitate 
the K ing to call is a French Army, which 
would as much inſlave his Majeſty to the French 
as his own Poople world be thereby inthralled to 
him, and that he might afſure himſelf the French 
 Fattion had no other Intent in adviſing him to 
it. Sothat 1 find, my Lord, it was reſolved 
to let the Militia alone as it 1s, and go on to 
ſecure their Proceedings, by ſtuffing the Army 
with a Mixture of Nations as well as Perſwa- 
ſions, and to chop and change them fo often, 
till at laſt they thall get Koman Catholicks 
enough in their Troops to as conſiderably ro our- 
number the Proteſtants there, without callmg 
in any Bodies of French, Which Reſalution, 
as I find it did not fully content this Court, fo 
it hath madded them to uſe Stratagems to coun- 
terpoile it, by putting the King upon unfea- 
lonable and impolitick Artifices, and among 
others, to mudel'and pack Parliaments, where- 
of I ſhallbe-able m my next, I think, to pro- 
cure your Lordſhip the Projeds laid before 
bim, humbly hoping you'll take all in good 
part from one that has an Erglich Heart, and 
wilt love both his Country and your Lordfhip; 
whilſt I am. ”” E gue | 
Paris &eb. tt. 158.N.S. LET- 
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LETTER XXV. 


Progofitions made to King James 11. by the 
French Agents fir modelting and bridling 


> 
of Parliaments. 


My Lord, 


[| Find abundance of Projects offered to the 


King by the Agency of this Court concern- 
ing modelling and bridting of English Parlia- 
ments; ſome were for putting in Execution the 
Adviſes given formerly for that purpoſe to King, 
F. I. (pecyfied I think in Ru/iworth's Collections, 


to which | refer your Lordſhip, but that Prope- 


ſition was rejected, and others of moremodern. 


date urged upon him, and particularly there 
were ſome who would have tim ocure a Par- 


, 


chiefly 
to be compoſed of the Officers of the Army 
with an Intermixture of ſame few others; and 


that being efteted, he mipht by them increaſe 


very much the Revenue of his Crown, by ſet- 
ting up again the Coexrtof Wards and the Kight 
of Purveyance, and by obliging all ſuch Noble- 
men who were by their Tenures anciently ob- 
liged to furniſh ſo many Horſe and Men, . aud 
other Neceſſaries, in the Wars either againſt 
France or Scotland, to ſupply a full Equivaleat. 
towards Ships, Men, Artillery, Provi oe Ge, 
for a War with the Republick of Hellana, or 
any other Enemy whatloever; which they wagld- 
have called for the greater Amuſement of the 


Peco- 
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People, a reſtoring to the Crown the Jewels 
which had been uſurped from it ; which that 
it might be further ſecured, it was likewiſe ad- 
viſed, That a Star Chamber, with the ſame Ju- 
riſdition as in the Kifig's Father's Time, ſhould 
be ſet up again; as alſban High Commiſſion, 
whichJaſt tho' a fort of Tribunal introduced 
into Enz/and, fince it had proved ſchiſmatical 
aud that the Kings thereof had been declared 
Head of the Church, yet it might very well 
ſerve a preſent Turn, and give the leſs Jealouſie 
of his deſigning to introduce the Roman Catho- 
lick Religion among them' thereby ; but that 
if he did not look upon that Expedient ſeaſon- 
able, and that the rather becauſe it had 'heen 
#boliſhed mm Parliament as a Grievance to the 
Subjet ; he had no reaſon to oppoſe the ſetting 
up of an Ecdefiaſtical Commiſtion, fince the 
Parliament themlelves had cr-&ed the ſame , 
tho' with a more limited Power than the other 


in lien of it; and ſince they had judged it ne- 
ceffary for the repreſſing of th- laſolzncies 
of the Churchmen, regulating their Manners, 
and obliging them to diſcharge their reſpe&ive 
Daties in their ſeveral Stations, He being a Ca- 
tholick King had more reaſon than —_— 


td make uſe of it; the laſt your Lordſhip has 
{ken, they have gained, and tho' the King hath 


a great Stomach to that other, yet my Lord 


Pow:;s's Party hath yet prevailed and afftightned 
him from venturing upon ſuch things without 
he had been able, ' as he foand he was not, to 
have ſacceeded in pulling' down the Militia of 
Kingdom, 'or at: leaſt im getting ſuch an Army 
which he could fully rely upon, and that he 
hath not yet got neither ; but till then he could 


not pretend to declare the Grand Charter yoid, 
"Ih | 2s 
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as obtained by Force of Arms, and finee. in- 
fringed and nullified by ſeveral Rebellions, but 
eſpecially by that in his Fathers time, on the 
Subjects fide, and now rule by a Council only 
without troubling himſelf with any thing more 
like unto a Parliament as his French Friends 
Adviſed him to. your Lordſhip will excuſe 
the Freedom -I have now and always uſed m 
my Correſpondence, and accept of my hum- 
ble duty who am and ever intend to con- 


tinue, G 


My Lord, 
Paris, April 7. Your Honours to 
1687. IV. S. 
Command. 


LETTER XXVYVL 


The ſubſtance of Pope Innocent XI. Firſt Let- 
ter ro the French Xing, about the buſineſs 
of the Regale. 


} Cannot think but it will be acceptable to 
your Lordſhip to underſtand what the Con- 
tents of the Pope's Letters to the French 
King are, qty | in ſuch a conjunure as 
this is, and when 1 believe you cannot be fur- 
niſh'd with a genuine account by any other 
hand ; after the prefatory part which is ſhort 
and conciſe and ſomewhat different from others 
of his Predeceflors, he comes cloſe ts the 
matter and fays, that he could not but _ 
wit 
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with no ſmall Aſtoniſhment as well as great 

Grief and fadneſs of heart upon the late un- 
accountable. Conduct of fo zreat a Prince, who 
would be thought to be and cafled himſelf the 

firſt Son to the Catholick Church, and with- 

al the moſt Chriſttan King againſt the holy. 
See of Rome , that he fhould as 1wch as 

pretend to ſo much Zeal for Religiun, and 

yet at the ſame time, to invade the known 

righfs of the Catholick Church ; not only in 

the Kingdom. of France, but even in the Ci- 

ty of Rome herſelf, by. pretending to a per- 

nicious Freedom of Quarters, which all other 

Catholick Princes had freely and generouſly 

renounced as a groſs abuſe. | 

That his Perſecuting the Proteſtants ' in 

the Kingdom of France ought no ways to 
priviſedge him to put affronts upon the holy 

See ; it was very plain that was not the way 

to reunite thoſe people to the Church, when 

he himſelf was fo ill a Pattern, and ſhewed 

them ſo. bad an Example, by contemning and 

outraging that ſame: Authority, which: he uſed 

Force and Violence to make them own ; That 
he was muchin the wrong, and acted prepo- 
 Rteroufly to Proſecute them for not believing 
' what he himſelf ſo Scandalouſly oppoſed; And 
that for himſelf at the botrom, he. was not 

: of a Perſecuting Spirit and Principle; but that he 

was fully convinced, it was never Chriſt our . 
Saviour, nor any of his Apoſtles way, who 

themſzlves never were nor ever ufcd.: any 

Preachers with long Tails, Boots and Spurs,C*c. 
That ſuch a practice had done moſt diiyrace 

to and mn as well it might, more im- 


lacable prejudice again{t' the Roman Cathe- 
:ck  Relizion than any thing elſe peg 
at 


> 
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and fo by Conſequence had much more obſtru- 
Red than advanced the propagation of it : 
That it onght never to be uſed in any King- 
dom already infeted with herefie, tho' it's 
true, it were a vcry good fence againſt its 
creeping, in- where 1t had yet got no footing ; 
That it would be a means to blaſt all the 
blooming hopes of the Carhbolick Cauſe in the 
Kimgdom of England, and ingender pernicious 
Jealouſtes and a moſt cruel Gppoſit] Mn in the 
Erglih, aſtiff necked people and the moſt Jea- 
lous of their Religion and Liberties of any 
Nation upon the Earth, againſt their King 
who was a true Son of the Church, and 
break the Neck of all his deſigns tor the ln- 
troducing of it into his Dominions : And in, 
a word, that he was {0 far from approving, 
of it, that he every way diſhked it, and that 
it ſhould not throw duſt in his Eyes from in- 
ſpeting into and oppoſing of his incroach- 
ments upon the holy See, which he was refol- 
ved to defend to the utmoſt extreamity ; and 
ſo concluded with a ſhort admonition, and 
with which concludes this Letter to your 
Lordſhip from him who is, 


My Lord, 
Paris, June 33 + Tour moſt Devoted 


1687. 


Servant. 
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LETTER KXXVIIL 


An account of Pope Innocent XI. Secrnd Lets 
ter tothe French King avoyt perſecuting the 
French Proteſtants, &C. | 


My Lord, 7 | | 
Ylnce my laſt I have had the opportunity to 
take the Heads of another Letter written 
foon after that I have already ſent you, by the 
- to tht French King, and is to this pur- 
po e , PS 4 , . 4 - 


- In the firſt place he takes upon him to re- 
fute the Anſwers and frivolous Complaints of 
the French King, 'and'then deſcends to ridi- 
cule his vain pretence of-Piety mn perſecuting 
the Proteſtants of his Kingdom for - denying 
him Obedience, while he- was no leſs ſevere 
to «the -Biſheps-of Alert and Pamiers and ſome 
other Ecclefiaſticks, and even-'to-ſome poor A- 
beſſes and their Nuns for paying that Obedience 
which was due to the. _ Authority ; 
that this cid not only look like it, but really. 
was nothing: tis but building up- the Church 
with the Left Hand and at the {ame time pul- 
ling it down with the Right. 

That he was well inform2d what writings 
came out in Frarce againſt his Authority, 
which he well knew, was that of the holy 
Apoſtolick See ; what Theſes were there main- 
tained, and what was done by his over _ 
the 
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| the Aſſembly of the Clergy of his Kingdo, - 
how and what method, he had taken to 
vel the French Jeluits againſt him, and imploy- 
ed Maimburg, to repreſent his ſupremacy as: 
precarious, Itineran and-Ambulatory 5 and 
not ftixt to the City of Rome herſelf, but on- 
Y to the Capire/ City of the molt power-- 
ull Chriſtian Prince in the World for the 
time; that is, ga//ice to Pars in the preſent 
Age: that he well underitood not 937 this, 
but alſo the deſigns that were formed by him 
to erect a new Religion which ſhould Total-- 
Iy ſwallow up and devomr both KFomman Ce» 
tholicks and / roteſtartc, and how far he pur- 
poſed to imitate King *72»ry VII. of England , 
who writ a Book for the Pope's ſupremacy, 
and not long after Burnt aed Beheaded peo- 
ple for owning it > when alſo at the very- 
lame Time he periccuted the Proteſtants for 
oppoling othcr points, | 
Thar it very ill became and it was not the 
part of a Dutifull and Religious So; $ he pre- 
tended to be and would have the Wo ld he- 
lievg, .to abuſe his ſupream Paſtor ; to difpoll 
him not only of his Ancicnt rights, granted 
him by his Pious Predeceſſors, but even of 
thoſe very ones which he th-n injoyed and were 
derived by Univerſal conſent and conitant tradi- 
tion' of all ood Cartholicks, ani of the rights 
- jult Sovereignity in the City.of Kome Ner- 
elf. 
That however Jet him the Frewch King dou 
what he pleaſed, yet all that ever he ſhould 
or could do, ſhould not make him abate the 
teaſt jot or tittle of his juſt pretenſions about 
the Regale, nor the franchiſes of Quarters : 
bat that he was reſolved to be Popt in France 
Ceccee and 
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and Sovereign in Rome, from which no Force 
thould ever make him d<part or finch back the 
leaſt degree, whatever Dangers he were ex- 
poſed unto: This great Conſtancy, My Lord, 
m the o!d Pontiff, hath not a little appalled 
the exorbitant Prid? avd Fary of this Court ; 
however they have put the beſt Fac: they can 
apon it, and ſeem reſolved to break through all 
Oppoſition, and outbrave whatever thall be in 
their Way, and divert their Reſolution ; and 
I am aſſured the French Embaſſador Lavardin 
at Rome hath already, purſuant to his Orders 
from hence, highly m#nace3 the old Dad, who 
in a third Letter to the King has made anſwer- 
able Reply, of which { am pretty confident I 
ſhall in my next tranſmit to your Lordſhip the 
Particulars, but in the mean time remain, 


Paris, [une 16, My Lord, 
1687. N.S, 


Your Faithful Servant, 


of (Whice-Hall. 


LETTER XXVII. 


The Contents of Pope Innocent XT2?s third 
Letter to the French King, in arfwer to 
that of h'*;, wherein he ſhews his Folly and 
Miſt ake in his | Pretentions and Demanas,, 
and threatens the Cenſure of the. Church 
againſt him, and ſhews : the Inconveniency 
and Danger of ſetting up a Patriarch in 
France, &c. 


Ay Lor a. 
* Wiſh yonr, Lordſhip as mach Satisfaction m 
the peruſal of this Letter, as I have in keep- 
ing my Promiſe made to you many lait about 
the Pope's third Letter; in getting Sight of the 
Minutes whereof, I have met with much greater 
Difficulty than I expe&ted, or was uſcal with 
me; | have a!rcady hinted Monfiear Lavardir's 
Menaces made at Rome upon the ſubjeft matter 
of the former Letter ; and therefore the Pope 
begins his with anſwering thoſe Menaces, that 
unportzd that theKing ſhould aftranchiſeFrance 
from the Roman See, nominate a feparate Pa- 
triarch -there', ; and ele&t Biſhops of his own 
withoat having any Recourſe to the Biſhop of 
Rome, and inthe mean while invade the Pope's 
Territories with his Arms,” and force the Frah- 
chiſes for his Ambaſſador; and ftercely reg! 7 
ing, That he is reſolved ;-45' i Conſcrence 
CCeecee 2 bound 
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bonnd to do, to tranſmit the Francl:iſ:s and all 
other Rights of the Apottolick Sec to his Suc- 
cefſors as he found them. 

That he would recogniz> or allow of no Bi- 
ſhops of the King's nominating, till he had Sa- 
tisfaction about the F-7 /-; that if he would 
be fo headv as to proce 'd 'o nominate a new Pa- 
triarch, it would mak? a' greater comouſtion 
in his Kingdom than h- was aware of, to which 
his Perſecution of the Protzttants wauld not a 
little contributz which he (Eonld find would be 
very unſeaſonable for him, an41 wou'd in all 
likelihood raiſe all Chriſtendom againſt him. as 
well as his own Subjets; that thereby he would 
make a wide Gap to let in an Inundation of He- 
reſi:s, which hz pretends to keep out, and 
would teach the People after they had once tram- 
pled on the Pope's Authority, to trample at 
laſt on that of the Biſhops and King's too, and 
even on their very Perſons, as they had done 
in England; and that when he had pulled 
down the mighty Dam of the Papal Power, and 
let that raging Sea in, it would be out of his 
Power to 1ivp it wh-r2 and when he would : 
wherefore hz conjured him and his Clergy to 
conſider ſeriouſly, yea twice and thrice of that 
weighty Project, before they went to put it in 
Execution, leſt they might, when they found 
it too late, repentit, and in vain attempt to 
rec-l the ſame. 

That he ma{t not think to fright him with 
the Noiſe of an Invaſion; for that tho! he 
would ncither arm himicit nor the reſt of the 
Princes of /taly againſt him, as he might do, 
bur oppoſe only Prayers and Tears, yet if he 
dcli:ici not from his pretended Regale and 
Franchiſes, he would excommunicate mm 

's 
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his Embaſſador, and interdi& his Kingdom, and 
and ſet it im ſuch a Flame aboat his Ears, as 
ſhoukd make him g!ad to go tamely back again, 
and look after his own Hom? ; that after all, 
ſhould he ſack and Plunder Rome, captivate his 
Perſon, and have all other Succefſcs he could 
imagine, it would be a very inglorious Expedi- 
tion for Lew: th: Great, the eldeſt Son of the 
Church, and ſuch a pretended Bigot for it, for 
to ravage its Territories and afſault the ſapreme 
Paſtor of it with thoſe Arms with which he was 
bound to defend it; and but a ſmall Triumph to 
ſo great a Conqueror to over-power and marty- 
riſe a poor, helpleſs and unarmed old Man, as 
he was, for whom ſome of his Predeceffors 
would have been content to have become Mar- 
tyrs theinſelves ; and therefore conjures him to 
think once more very ſeriouſly of it, and then 
to aCt as he vleaſed, but withal afſures him, 
That neither his Menaces nor his Arms ſhall 
make him flinch an Hair's breadth from thoſe 
his laſt Reſolutions, wherein he was fully re- 
ſolved to perſiſt to the laſt Drop of his Blood. 
Thus, my Lord, you have the brave Reſolution 
of a Roman Pontiff, who, tho' the Title and 
Dignity of Chriſt's earthly Vicegerent be fallly 
aſcribed to him, yet undoubtedly he is pofleſſed 
of a Soul above that of conmon Mortals, and 
whom I therefore honour and eſteem, as | have 
always done andever lhall your Lardſhip, who 
am, 


s 


ve Ay Lord, 


Tour moſt humble Servant, 


Paris, Jutic 28, 
1587. 
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LETTER XXIX. 


Of the Tryal aud Suſpenſion of the Biſhup of 
London, by werine of the Ece[efiaſticel 


Commnſſion. 


X 3 - 


Ay Lord, 


I Have once and again intimated to yorr Lord- 
ſhip ſome Methods that were propoſed to be 
proſecuted, in order to the ſetting up of the 
King's Diſpenſing Power , and among other | 
things, to the beit of my remembrance, taken 
notice of the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, with 
the Reaſons urged to the King for making ufe of 
it; and now you have ſeen the Effects of it 
upon my Lord of London, whom ſome of them 
have ſaid, They were reſoved to be revenged on, 
for doing his Duty in the Honſe of Lords, by 
moving after the Lords had vored an Addreſs of 
Thanks to the "King for his Speech to that Seſſion 
after the death of the D, of Monmomth,in his own 
and his Brethren's Name, That the Houſe would 
rake the King's Speech into Conſideration and de- 
bare the ſame ;, but this way was not then re- 
ſolved on, but ſeveral others projected, which 
yet they found impracticable; when the Com: 
miſtion was agreed to be erected, they had even 
then an Eye to the Biſhop, tho' no plauſible Pre- 
tence for the Proſecution of him, and therefore 
the- faid Commiſtion lay dormant for fome 
Months, till ſuch time as they might ſee the Ef- 
fects of another. Project to be put in _—, 
En whic 
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which was, That ſome Replements made in the 
late King's Reign, in the Year 1662. tmporting, 
ain: mg other things,TheClergy in their Sermons 
ſhould not meddle with State Aﬀairs, nor en- 
ter upon anyQueſtion that concerned theRights 
of the King's Subjets, nor to:treat of ſome 
Points in Divinity which formerly had created 
great Troubles in the Kingdom, particularly 
thoſe of Predeſtination and Free-Wi!l, nor yet 
to mixt Invective Reproaches, Railleries and 
fcandalous Expreflions with their Controver- 
ſies, ſhould be republiſhed under a very fſtri&t 
Injun&tion of all Parties concerned to the ab- 
ſervance of them ; and the leaſt Tranſgreftion 
in that kind to be punith'd with the utmoſt Se- 
_ they did not queltion i the mean while, 
but that in fo tickliſh a time, there might be 
ſome one or other, eſpecially inthe Diocefs of 
London, whom this Bird-lime might catch z your 
LordfI1p knows how it fell out accordingly, in 
the Caſe of Door Sharp. 

Tho' they were mighty jealous of the old 
Gentleman of Canterbury, that if he were. yo- 
minated in th? Commiſtion, and ſhould chance 
to at, which was the leaſt of their Thoughts 
he ſhoeyld, he mizht rather thwart than promate 
their Deſigns, yet .þejn pretty confident he 
would not concern himſelt with it, they ad- 
ventured to put him in, not for his Authority 
but his Name-fake only, for, confidered they, 
ſhould we get the Biſhop of Lodo once to 
the Tovl, he will have no room to plead to 
Juriſdiction of the Court ſeeing the ſame” was 
founded upon the concurrent, tho' in truth but 
nominal, Authority of his Metropalitan, to 
whom he owed Canonical Obedience ; theſe 
things your Lordſhip may know much better 
S Gececece 4 than 
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than 1, but I catmot' forbear giving you any 
Hints of the Covrt-Deſigns, which whether 
projected here or cn your fide, we have con- 
{tant Intelligence of in-our : : : ; ] am, 


F 4 


My Lord, 


Paris, Ave. 70. Tour Lerdflip's mo 
2 1687. N. I. b f f f 


humble and devoted Servant. 
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LETTER XXX. 


Of the Liberty of Conſcience, firſt granted in 
Scotland, ard then in England, by King 
James 77. FS 


Hy Lord, 


VV Our Lordſhip may call to mind what I have 
'* before written to you concerning Tollera- 
tion in Religion, as neceſſary to facilitate the 
King's Deſigns, and now you ſee it hath ſpront- 


. ed up inScorland, and the Buddings of it are 


viſible enough in England: that the Parliament 
of the former as well as the latter oppoſed the 


Diſpenſing Power is notoriouſly known, fo that 


there was much leſs Hopes they would haye 
concurred to the Indulgence, a Point as neceſ(- 
fary to be gained every whit as the other ; that 
the Scotch Nation were more modelled to the 
King's Hand than the Engl, the King-hunſelf 
well knew ; as having a perſonal Share = jt 

, X when 
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when high Commiſſioner in that Kingdom i 
his Brother's Reign, and the French a Engliſh 
Jeſuitical Faction knew this as well as he; 
and therefore I am aſſured both of them 
concurred to have the Indulgence given there 
firſt, and thatalſo in ſo partial amanner in fa- 
vour of thoſe of the King's Religion, that the 
reſt have hardly any Share therein; which 
manifeſts plainly the Defign of the Engliſh 
Catholicks whatever ſpecious Pretence they 
may otherwiſe uſe, is to bring the People 
of England allo under the ſame, nay a worſe 
Yoke of Servitude, and to have their own 
Religion predominant quickly, and in Time 
the only one in both Nations: And as for 
the third they are cock ſure of that already ; 
but that of the French Emiſſaries is not fo 
viſible and aboye Board ; for they hope ſuch 
artial Proceedings muſt at 1ait incenſe the 
Þcople of both Kingdoms and that to ſo vi- 
olent a degree, that the King mult of necel- 
ſiry have recourſe to call in French Furce to 
quell them : and then, my Lord, when th 
have once got ſure Footing, who can guel: 
at their farther Aim; however, they > 
not with all their Intrigues been able to pre- 
vail with the King to ule the ſame Partiality 
in Ernglard, who according to the Tranſmi(- - 
fion of their Intelligence bither ſeemed very 
much inclined to it, upon their urging the 
TraQtableneſls of the Scorch Council in the 
Matter, and what a great p_ they had 
ſet to them of England, whom they did not 
doubt but would abrogate the Laws made 
againſt Roman Catholicks, &c. in imitation 
of them; but a Roman Catholick Lord, 
” hom I have formerly named to your L_ 
. he "ip OV g 
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fhip to have interpoſed upon the like Occafion, 
thwarted them therein ; he deſerves welt of bis 
Country in fomereſp-&s, and 1 do not queſtion 
but your Honor is of that mind ; and fo ſhall I 
be, till I fee more than I do now to inclhne me 
to the contrary, whoam, 


My Lord, 
Paris, Sept. 5. Tour Lordſhip's moſt humble 


163% 5. aid obedient Servant. 


LETTER XXXI. 
Of the French Projects ro put King James uporr 


deſper are Meaſures 12 Irclan : and their 
Ends therun. 


My Lora, 

7 Our Lordſhip miy remember how- I have 

'E : formerly given you the ſtate of the J-./þ 
Soldiers in the Service of France, dwing the 
I:te King's Reign, end what Encourtgement 
they bave had tiere from time to time, above any 
of the reit of the B-:rrsh: Nations; and the 
lrge Promiſes that were now and then made, 
That they ſhould be reinſtated in their ancient 
Poſteſiions in their native Country. But this 
King hath no ſooner aſcended the Emnglifh 
Throne, but+ithat they have as readily return'd 
into England and Trelanda, as they were willing 
before, even contrary totheir Allegiance, to re- 
main in the- F#exch Service ; the Reaſon where- 
of your Le: dihip moit needs know, they having 
RE al- 
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already devoured with, their Eyes the moſt va- 
tnable Preferments in '£7gland and Treland (in 
the later whereof they have got a Licutenane 
of their own ſtamp) and__ more than al the 
Lands which they have been debarr'd from by 
the AQ of Serrlexrent ;, having (as I can affre 
your Lordfhip) a previous Prowis from this 
Court, That the King will uſe all imaginable 
endeavours to get ms Brother of E7:gland by con- 
ſent to abolith it , and which has put the /-:-bf0 
hatly upon renewing their Importunities to the 
King againit the ſaid AR, that he hath in a man- 
ner agreed to thoſe meaſures that are purſuant 
thereunto; in which motions the 1-:5h were 
order'd to be effecually ſeconded by the Emiſſ- 
ries of this Court, who at the fame time have 
encourag'd the [ri5h privately with a Promiſe ; 
Thar if after all, the King wonld not give his 
fall Conſent, or durſt not % them Right, their 
Maſter was relolv'd to do it; provided they 
would chufe him for their ProteQor, which 
they might lawfully do, being at beſt but a con- 
quer'd Nation, againſt thezr Conquerors, for 
the recovery not only of their Native Rt | 
in that Land, bat likewiſe of thoſe afreſh con- 

firm'd to them by the Treaty, (whether preten- 
ded or real, I will not determine upon that 
Head ) with the late K. Charles H, of which the 
French King Was Guarrantee, and therefore 
juitly might and ought to be call'd in as a Vin- 
dicator. And this, my Lord, is confefs'd here, 
That they had form'd fo ſtrong a Party among 
the 7-154, that if the King had not in ſome mea- 
ſure comply'd, or does not for the future, but 
fail'd their Hopes by keeping it, as the Intereit 
of his Kingdom, one ſhould think, naturally 
WYeads him, to that fide of the Ballance againit 
ay TE Frances 
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France, and maintaining the At of Settlement, 
they had bid fair, as I have heard it more than 
whiſper'd here, for a general Revolt of the 1r;/h 
Natives in their favour, whom they had provi- 
ded to ſuccour on a ſudden, without declaring, 
War, or the leaſt Intimation beforehand of 
their Defigns, to the King. But now having 
prevail'd with him to make ſuch Advances as he 

s begun againſt the ſaid famous At, which 
they have looked upon, as it were the Band of 
Peace, not only to Ireland, but even to the 
Three Nations, and perhaps wm 4 are right 
enough in their Judgment ; they believe they 
have hereby put him on a Point that will quick- 
ly bring him into Diſtreſs enough toneed them ; 
and, conſeguently, to the neceſfity of taking his 
future meaſures from them, expeRing hencefor- 
ward a more implicite Complyance than ever. 
Thus, my Lord, have they laid their Founda- 
tion, the Succeſs and Event, Time muſt deter- 
mine : but from ſuch undermining Politicians, 
Good Lord, deliver England, &c. for the Dan- 
zers which threaten both its Religion and Civil 
Liberty are very great, tho', I hope, not inevi- 
table. Pardon the freedom in theſe Particulars 
of him who is, and ever ſhall remain, ready to 
pleaſe your LEON to the utmoſt of my power, 

C 


and cannot but ſubſcribe himſelf, 
My Lord, 
Paris, Mar. 26. 
* 4687 ' * Tour Honour's moſt humble and 
' moſt obedient Servant. 


F 
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LETTER XXXIL 


Of KR. James's Cloſetting ſeveral Pirſons ;, and 
tre Arguments he was advis'd to uſe to them 
to conſent to the Abrogating of the Penal 
Laws and Teft, 


My Lord, 


* Our Lordſhip, for ought I know, may know 
much better than I can inform you, what 
Arguments the King has us'd to ſuch as have 
been lately Cloſetted by him; and if Fame be 
not a --------, You are one of that number ; for 
a Liſt of th:m is not yet come into our -------; 
but I can tranſmit into your Hands what has 
been concerted here in the nature of Infiructi- 
ons to the Freact Emiſſaries at Hhite- Hall here- 
upon;they were to repreſent to the King,and he 
to the cloſetted Gentlemen, That there were four 
Kings who had endzavour'd to bring the King- 
dom of Erg/4nd into an Uniformity in Religion, 
that fo the People might live in Amity one with 
another ;, and notwithſtanding all the Expedi- 
ents, tho' ſeemingly very likely -to take effet 
and ſucceed according to wiſh, which wiſe Polp 
ticians had ſuggeſted from time to time; yet they 
had hitherto proved abortive, and their Endea- 
vours had been in vain ; - That therefore the onl 
way left for to ſettle Tranquility ina State, 
as to be no more to be difturb'd about Religion, 
Was tv grant every one the freedom fully toen- 


Joy 


_ 


back clolely with large Promiſes of Favour, and 
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joy his own : That ſuch an Indulgence of all 
Religions in Ho!/and was as much a cauſe of the 
flouriſhing of that State in Wealth and Great- 
neſs, and more than any other that covld be 
aflien'd; andto ſay that ſuch a Liberry, tho” it 
might be compatible enough with a Republick, 
was rot yet with Monarchical Goverrinents, 
was a groſs Miſtake ; and Exp-rience ſhow d 1t 
to be quite otherwiſe both in the T4; Em- 
pire, Kingdom of Perſia, and elſewhere, where. 
the Greek and Armenian Chriſtians have been 
tolerated in their Religion for many Ages, and 
7*t have been (& far from;being mutinous, or 
ikturbers of the reſpeRive States they have: 
liv'& under,: that they are great Supporters. ot 
them, eſpecially the Armenians, who are almoit 
the only Merchants they have in that might and 
extenſive Kingdom of Perſia : That. the Perſc- 
cutions which our NVorconformiſts in” England 
have from time'to- time been under, - had been 
the cauſe:of the flight of many gvod Subjects 
beyond the Seas, of whom our-ticighbourin 
Nations drew preat and folid Advantages; an 
that thoſe who have ftaid at home have. by rea- 
fon. of the Preſſures they have labour'd under, 
prov. d unealte, and turn'd Malecontents; and 
if they 'have not. had 'Virtge and Conſtancy 
enough natiently to ſuffer under their Misfor- 
tanes, they were alwaies' ready to favour Re- 
volts andenter mtoFactions, whereof they had 
ſeen faral cffe&ts-in the late Reigns, from which 
no! Ki could be able to ſecure his Perſun- and 
his Subjets, but that uneaſie and tarbulent Spi- 
rits woald be alwaies ready; under Pretence of 
Raigion, which they: abuſed, to' diſturb and | 
molett them. Which Reaſons the Kg 'was to. 
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if he found any obſtinate, to mix his Reaſons 
and Promifes with ſome Intimations of Ins Dit 
pleaſure; and, u afi abſolute Refaſvl, to 
woceed to diveſt ſome of their Places under 
him. and to alledge for a Reafon of his fo do- 
ing, That it was not reaſonable that they who 
refuſed their Services ſhould enfoy his Favours; 
and that if hereupon any ſhould be fo audacious 
as to tell him, That this Pra&ice of his was 
irregular and contrary to the Freedom which 
the Laws of the Land allow'd tothem, efpecial- 
ly as Members of Parliament, whoſe Suffrages 
ought to be ſpontaneons and free, they were to 
be put in mind, that they had forgot the Vie- 
lences uſed by King Henry VII, upon the like 
occaſions,/and the methods fo many other Kings 
had put in practiſe, ro engage their Parliaments 
to ſubſcribe to their Wills: that they might 
conſider that two of the moſt famons Parlia- 
ments that ever were in the Kingdom of Engld 
had authoriz'd this ConduR, in the Reign of 
Exdward 11, and King F:ichard II, when fome 
of the Pope of Rome's Bulls were conteſted, as 
being looked rpon too much to entrench on the 
King's Prerogative ; that the Parliament pray- 
ed King Edward, and obliged Richard, almolt 
aqaindt Fin Will, to give their Confent, by par- 
ticular Conferences with the Members, to pro- 
miſe to uſe the utmoſt'of their Power to main- 
tain the King's Prerogative, and the Rights of 
the Crown, againſt that See, &c. But if that 
after all, the X:ze ſhould find, that neither Ar- 
guments, Promiſes, Threats, nor .-Examples 
would do, he was advis'd to proceed bt Nis 
Brother's Steps by C0 H/arrazito, and i th 
concert meafures with thoſe that prefided- over 
Elections for the regulating of CO 
WUHKCTE- 
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whereon they depended, tho' this was by far, 
the more” tedious: way, but yet there was one 
way to' baſten it : for whereas new Charters, 
in his Brother's tirae granted in lieu of the old 
ones, were many of them retarded, becauſe the 
Court-Officers inſiſted upon too much Mony ; 
the King now might give politive Directions 
to ſuch perſons to diſpatch them without fuch 
Conſiderations, with a Promiſe tg gratifi? them 
another way ; and if he found that, would not. 
do, then he was to caſhier {vch Officers, and. 
put others in their room who wou}d engage to 
do the buſineſs to effet. Iam afraid, my 
Lord, I have wearicd you with an impertinent_ 
Letter ; and therefore if an abrupt concluſion 
will any way mend the matter, I remain, 


My Lord, 


Paris, Nov, 15. Your Loraſhip's mo | 
1587. N. 5. hip f 


humble Servant, 


LETTER XXXIl 


Of my Lord Caſtlemain's being ſent Ambaſſa- 


dor to Rome by RK. James ; and of his re- 
cerving the Pope's Nuncio in England, 


My Lard, 


THAT my Lord of Caftlemain was ſent 


Ambaſſador to Rome, has been tranſacted 


wholly on your {ide of the Water ; 'for beſides 


that, 
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* 
that, this Court were then, and are ftill, at 
variance with the Papal See : There is not the 
leaſt Inſtruction tranſmitted from hence (as far 
as I can find ) either to E:gl-nd or Rome cyn- 
cerning that matter ; but perhaps hz might re- 
ceive them in r-44ſ:ty, and by word of mouth, 
only from M, L. who failed not to fee him : 
But as for Count Dada, the Apeſt:1 ck Numeio, 
as they call him, they have ſhewed forae Con- 
cern here that he (}.ould' have an honourable 
eception m England, and have ordcer'd it fo 
& to get our K:ng todiſpenſe with that Cere- 
mony which H-ary VIII, and-even kis Daughter 
Queen Mary, mitted upon, that he ſhould wait 
like a Mumper at'a French Port tilt he had 
L cave granted him to enter into England; And 
that the Eng! 5h Nation, who had not ſeen fach # 
Viſion for near an Aye and a half, might nor 
be overterrified with it, the French Agents were 
mſtracted to ſuggeſt unto thoſe Lords md others 
whom they (hould think moſt ſuſc-prible of 
their Sophiftry ; That ſince the King, as a Re- 
man-Cathol.ck Prince, could do no leſs than 
fend an Ambaſſador to Rome to ſalute the Pope, 
tho' it were but for form-ſake, and that his 
ſaid Ambaſſador had had ſuch an extraordinary 
Reception,and greatCivilitics ſhewed hun there; 
tt were but very equitable th2 Xi2g, in his 
turn, |},ould ſhew the like to his Nanc.o, who 
was a Layman, and in that quality came to con- | 
gratulare his acceflion to the Throne, from his 
Matter ;, not ſo much as he fate m St. Peter's 
Chair, as he was a Temporal Prince, to whoſe 
Minitters, as fuch, the Law of Nations requi- 
red a juit Deference ſhould be paid : Fhat to 
ſend a ſulemn Embaſſy to the Great Tark, who 
was a Mabwmeten, and a fworn Enemy to all 
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Chriſtians, however denominated, was never fo 
much as led at by any Engluzh-man or other 
Chriſtian Nation whatk-ver, either in this or 
any preceding Age : That the Ambaſſadors of 
the Emperor of Morocco had been lately recei- 
ved in Ergland moſt hovourably, and yet their 
Maſter both a AJabumncren and a Barbarian 
Prince, m whoſe Countries Chriſt:ans were 
treated more like Brute-Beaſts than Men; and 
ſhould they diſdam to concur with their Prince, 
to receive with fome Ceremony, and if not by 
way of apublick and pompous Entry, yet pri- 
vately in his Palace, a Mimiſter from him to 
whole Civilities many of our E-g/z-þ Nobility 
and Gentry were highly obliged in their Tra- 
vels to Reme and Jraly? But what Succeſs they 
have had m this petty Agency, your Lordſhip 
can tel] much better Sn I at this diſtance : but 
the Duke of Somer/er is as highly exclaimed: 
againſt here, for refuſing to perform the Cere- 
mony of introducing the Nzxcio, as the Dnke 
of Grafton is applauded for doing of it, who, 
| hope for all that, will never have the Thanks 
of a Houle of Commons for it. I am, 


My Lord, 
Your very obedient and 


Faris, Noy* 2”. 
1685. NS binmble Servant 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
The French Pol;tick; to embroyl England. 


My Lord, | 
HE French Emiffaries having gain'd ſeverat: 
Points, and particularly that mentioned in 

my laſt, they have -lately turn'd their Batteries 
another way : They have been moſt of this 
while endeavouring, to compaſs their Ends, by 
putting the King, and thoſe who have moſt 11- 
fluence over him, upon deſperate courſes, where- 
of the moſt material I have, as Occafion has 
ſerved, noted to your Lord{hip. It will hard- 
ly be believed, that th:y would offer to pro- 
pole any Maxims to the Lox Party in England, 
that are really for their advantage ; Did not 
their Inſtracions make it appear to be fo, tho 
they have propoſed far different Ends therein ? 
1 donot queſtfon but your Lordſhip has obſer- 
ved the Uneaſineſs of the Nation under the pre- 
tent Proceedings of the King and Court-party ; 
but tho they have juit caulc of ſuſpicion, 1 mult 
aſſure your Lordſhip the {ame bas been and may 
fill be aggravated by the Agents of this Court, 
who teach. them to infuſe into the People, Thar 
the Proteſt ant Rel:gion 1s in great danger ; That 
the reduction of the Fomarn-C athi cks to the 
Bounds eſtabliſh'd by the Law of the Land is 
highly neceſſary, and without the latter be effe 
&ed, it will be impoſlible for the former lohg to 
ſabſiſt ; That it was viſfble the Privileges of 
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Parliament were inf: inged more than in any 
time of thcir Anceſtors : That Arbitrary Power 
was already ated, ard without timely preven- 
tion would g-t ſuch rooting, that all the power 
of England could not dethrone it ; That there 
was not ſcarce one in2d2 a Nobleman ſince the 
Kings acceilion to th: Throne in the Three 
Kinzdoms, but ſuch 2s were P.:p;ſts; and, 
That a!l Honours and Offices of Profit, either 
in Court or Camp, were ſhared amongſt ſach, 
whilſt the Prorcſtants lay neglected as uſeleſs 
perſons, and ſuch as were deem'd to have no 
Share nor Lot im the Government ; That the 
perſon of the King. it's true, was ſacred, but 
at the ſame time it was not only juſtifiable, but 
an incumbent Duty upon them, as Engliſhmen, 
as they would anſwer it to God and their Coun- 
try, timouſly to think of the Danger, and to ap- 
ply the Remedy ; for without the removal of 
ſuch Muniſters as then managed the State, it 
would be in vain to expect their Grievances 
could be redreſſed, and their Religion and Li- 
berties ſecured; and if they find themſelves har- 
ken'd to, and their Propoſitions approved, they 
have further Ini{tructions to hint an Afociation 
for one Expedient, ©. God Almighty knows 
what will become of poor Evgland amidit fo 
many Deſigns upon her Religion and Liberty, 
both by foreign and domeſtick Enemizs, who 
continually prey upon her Vitals, I can but 
pray tor her, as I do andalways fhall for your 
Lordihip, wiv am, 


My Lord, 
Paris Dzc.13. Four moſt devoted Servant. 
1687, 
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LETTER XXXV. 


King James ( tho alrcady much diſpoſed ) 
put more our of Conceit with the Prince of 
Orange, who #s repreſcmted by the French 
Agents very illy to him. 


My Lord, 


] Have, in my laſt ſuggeſted to you ſome of 

thoſe Arguments the Emiſſarics of this 
Court have and are to uſe to the Church of 
England-men, as they find occaſion and a diſpo- 
ſition to receive them, for to put them upon 
violent courſes, to thzir own and Nation's de- 
ſtruction : But at the ſame time they have en- 
tertained an incurable Jealouſie of the Prince 
of Orange, and conſtrue the moit juſt and gene- 
rous Actions of a Prince who was always bD, Te 
the worlt ſenſe imaginable, and, as ſuch, re- 
preſent them to the King, whom they cunning- 
ly whiſtle in the Ear, laying ; That he could 
not but know th:re were ſome perſons in the 
Nation wha were not "na with his way of 
proceeding, and therefore would be ſure to take 
all Opportunities to oppoſe him ; That indeed 
now Monmouth was cat off, they had no plauſt- 


ble Head to retire unto : That for the Prince of 


Orange, tho' he had apparently anitted nothing 
{mce His Majeſty's advancement to the Throne 
for the maintaining of a fair correſpondence with 


him, and been very forward to pay all the Ne- 
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vcirs due from a Son to a Father-in-law, affe- 
ing much Ze1l for his Intereſt. and acting with 
his -Miniſters of State as if himſelf were the 
Prime of them : Yet they defire him to conſj- 
der the.thoughtful and defigning Nature of the 
Prince, who, to be ſure, was not wanting to 
obſerve every pace made by the Ezgl'/h, and to 
diſpoſe of his own Aﬀairs and People accor- 
dingly : That His Majeſty could not but remem- 
ber the Applications made to him formerly, in 
his Brother's Reign, from England, when he 
was but Nephew to the King and himſelf ; bat 
now, that he was advanced by his Marriage to a 
much nigher Degree to the Crown, could it 
be thought that he had leſs Thoughts concerning 
41t, or leſs Application made unto him: on that 
behalf, ef _ in ſo tickliſh a time? That 
ſome perſons of note's going over lately into 
Holland, was no ſign he was unconcern'd at the 
Fngl/ſh Aﬀairs, or unapplicd to, but muſt needs 
ive Umbrapge, and more thai a Suſpicion that 
be had already a ſtrong Party within the F.ing- 
dom ; and that indeed his Condu&t without was 
next to a demonſtration of it, ſince hehad done 
all that ever he could to hinder His Majeſty 
from all the Succours he could expet from 
abroad, in caſe 'of any domeſtick Troubles ; 
for tho' His Majeſty was ſure of France, and 
had made a general Alliance with Spa.*, and 
might then be apt to believe that the Houſe of 
Az:ſftria would not oppoſe him, eſpecially when 
the Cartholick Religion was the Diſpute; yet it 
was manifeſt the Prince had bid fair for the de- 
priving him of Þoth thoſe Supports, firſt by en- 
tering himſelf, and then by cauſirg the Ur:i- 
ted Provinces to enter into the League at 
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Ausbxrg againſt France, to the end he might 
draw down upon that Monarchy the united 
Forces of the Confederates, in caſe the French 
King ſhould offer to attack the States Ter- 
ritories, while he might make uſe of their 
Power beth by Sea and Land, to carry on 
his Deſigns againſt His Majeſty and his King- 
doms: And then, that he had render'd the 
Honſe of Auſtria very fafpictous of His Ma- 
jelly, as being þ _— —_—— to =_ 
ns, one 1m Intereſts, and cl C 

with France m a ſecret Treaty, Sa 
appear in _ time. I can affure your Lord- 

tp, that by the Returns which have been 
made hither, the King has been but too ſuſce- 
ptible of theſe Calumnies againft the Prince, 
and, I fear, to his prejudice, tho” I heartily with 
1t otherwiſe, who am, 


My Lard, 
Paris, Jan. 11. Your Lord{inp s moſt 
— 


Humble and Obedient 


Servant. 
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LETTER XXXVI 


Of the Spaniards atrempting to bring Kmg 
James over ro their [ntercſt,, but failed. 


My Lord, 

Owever the Emiffaries of this Court have 
traduced the Noble Prince of Orange to 
the King, yet they have in ſome ſort given the 
Lye to themſelves, -when notwithſtanding all 
their Rhodomantade, about the Prince's en- 
gaging the Houſe of A»ftria- againſt his Ma- 
jelty, they have been ſo alarmed at the Propo- 
ials made to hun by the Spaniards, of a ſtrit- 
er Allyance, which they knew, if entred into, 
ch with them; the Em- 

peror and King of Spain being ſuſpicious of the 
Allyance with France, had entred into a Con- 
tederacy with the Princes of Germany at Aus- 
6urg, as | have hinte1 in my laſt; and that 
they might make their Party as ſtrong as they 
could, and having at the ſame time no clear de- 
monſtration of our King's private Leaguing 
with France, they reſolved to leave nothing un- 
eſſayed, either to know that it was really fo, 
or, 1f not, to engage the King in their Inter- 
eſt; the Marquels de Gaftanrga, Govenour 
of Flanders, and the Spanish Embaſſador Dor 
Pedro ds Ronquille were the Perſons employed 
by that illuſtrious Houſe in that Aﬀair; it's 
well known here that the latter has omitted no- 
thing that could be done to bring the King over, 


urging 
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urging to him the Honour and Intereſt of ſuch 
an Allyance; that it was the only Opportunity 
he had lett to recover the good Opinton of his 
Subjects, who, he muſt needs know himſelf, 
were ſomewhat alienated in their Aﬀections 
from-him, with a great deal more to the ſame 
rad and he did at laſt proceed fo far, 
well knowing his blind----------as to engage, if 
his Majeſty would enter into and be cordial in 
{uch an Allyance, to order it ſo that his Parlia- 
ment ſhould acquieſce with whatever he was 
then attempting to get eſtabliſhed in reipect of 
Religion, which he could never effect by the 
Aſtittance and Agency of France, their karſh 
Procedure againſt theReformed there being too 
green and frelh in Memory to be ſo ſoon for- 
gotten by the Ergl./h, who had beſides a natu- 
ral Averſion to that Nation and their Politicks ; 
But, my Lord, all that Don Ronguulio has done, 
was communicated to the French Emiſſaries,who 
preſently rook the Scent, and being not willing 
to give the King ſpace to demur upon the Mat- 
ter, loſt no lime in remonſtrating to him ; 
That they who had told him, That he ought to 
take that Opportunity to gain his Subje(ts, by en- 
tring into the League of Ausburg, had ner re- 
fiefted npon the inconſequence that followed upon 
ſuch a Procedure ,, That that Leagyne now agi- 
tated w.us but the conſequence of another made 
a! Magdenburg by the Froteſt ants, in favour of 
the Hugonots and that it were againſt all good 
Realon and Senſe that a Prince who did his utmoſt 
fo procure a L:iberty to Roman Catnolicks m 
England, fherld concur to —_— the moſt 
rigid of Proteſtants tn France , beſides, ut would 
argue no good Pel'cy for him to farſake a ſolid 
Friend, fiich as the French King was, to j 


himſelf 
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himſelf to ſuch Princes, who would no longer be 
xſefid ro him, than while they had need of him ;, 
fmmce the Proteſtants had already beg to ever- 
reach rheir Piety, ſs far as to draw thers into 
Leagues formed againſt a Catholick Prince, in 


| favour of the Calviniſts, whom he had driver 


out of his Dominions;, wherefore the King 
made an{wer to Dor Ronguillo n general Terms ; 
That as he wonld faithfully preſerve the Ally- 
ance made between him and his Maſter, [0 
the ſame Fidelity obliged him not to violate 
chat Friendſhip which was between him and the 
Aoſt Chriſtian King, his Kinſman, who was 
willing te live at Peace with his Neighbours, and 
mantain the ſame as far as he coula between 
them. Thus, my Lord, this hopeful Overtore 
was blaſted, the Conſequence whereof I refer 
to him who knows all things, and to whoſe 
Protection 1 commend your Lordſhip, who 
{ 


Ady Lor a, 
Paris, Mar. 16. Tour very obliged Servant 
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LETTER XXXVIL 


Arguments uſed to King James by the Lord 
Marqueſs of Powis, Pope's Nuntio, &C. 
againſt a War with Holland. 


My Lord, 


"J Hat the King, purſuant to his late Allyances 
with this Crown, defigns a War, in con- 
junction with the Frezch Arms, againſt Hol- 
land, 1s no longer a Secret here, whatever it 
may be in England ;, eſpecially ſince Don Ron- 
quillo's Artifices to gain him over to'the yftrian 
Intereſt, as | mentioned to your Lordſhip in my 
my laſt, have failed, ' tho' he were briskly ſe- 
conded therein by the Lord Marqueſs of Powr-, 
the Pope's Nuntio, and Emperor's Miniſter, 
whoſe Reaſons or rather Remonitrances to 
the King upon that Head, for want of better 
Intelligence, I ſhall at preſent take notice of 
to * 9s Lordſhip, as entred in onr Minutes 
and which indeed were ſuch rhat 'tis a wonder 
he ſhould withſtand them, ſed quem Ders-—---- 
1, They preſt it very hume upon him, Thar 
ſuch a War againſt the States of Holland could 
not be attempted with any apparent Advantage 
co his Majelty, without a junRion with the 
trench Power, which yet in all human Proba- 
bility would never enable him to conquer thoke 
Provinces, fince both the Crown of Spain and 
the Emp:ror, 'nay the Empire would be obliged 
to protect them; to war with whom, clpectally 
= | wit 
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with Spairr, whoſe Trade, as he well knew was 
moſt beneficial to Englond of any in the World, 
would be attended with ſuch manifeſt Diſad- 
vantage, as all the Power of France, were that 
King a faithful Ally, would -never be able to 
make the Nation amends for; and that ſuppoſing 
he ſhould be able to conquer the ſaid Republick, 
by the Aſliitance of the French Arms, vet to 
conquer it by French Force would n:ceſſarily 
but make himſelf, as well as that Nation a Tri- 
butary and Underling of France. 

2. That in all likclihood a War with Ho/- 
{and, and againſt the Houſe: of Arſtr;a, would 
dilguft his Subjects, and fet them all againſt 
ſtim, yea and p:rhaps move ſome hot Spirits to 
form Deſigns to diſpoſſeſs him of his Throne, 
Ir at leait, ſo far ty mak2 Oppoſition as to 
knock on tl». Had all his fine Projects for the 
Advancement of h's own Religion in England, 
and engaging of his very Catholick Subjects 
againſt kim. | 

2. That if bis Majeſty intended the re-e:ta- 
bliſhment of the Catholick Faith in England, 
it was to be conſtiered, that the ſame was a 
Work of Time, and required great Modera- 
tion, but that th:y were ſure the hot and furi- 
ous Methods of Erance and the Jeſuits would 
never eftce it. 

4. That tothem, for the efftetual bringing 
about of the faid Work, there ſeemed a kind ot 
nece{iitv,that he ſhould flay tiil the Diſcords be- 
tween the Catholick Princes were fo far ap- 
pzaſed as to be without Danger of breaking out 
in a long Time, for that a!! their Concurrence 
would be found to be littlz enough to enable 
him toaccumpliſh his Ends therety. 


5. That 
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5. That if he ſhould chuſe rather to enter in- 
to a ſtri&t Allyance with the Houſe of Arftriz 
againit the French, he would thereby render 
himſelf ſecure of his People's Hearts and Aﬀe- 
ions, of the Durch Naval Force te ſtrengthen 
him at Sea, as occafjon required; and of all 
the other Allies Forces, to divert the French 
Armies by Land : And that if he ſhould loſe 
upon that account, as 'twas _ anv Remit- 
taiices from France, they aſſured him the Pope 
would allow him a much better Penfton to coun- 
tervail it, and that being engaged againſt 
France, his People would be fo intent agamit 
the French, and upon that War, fo agreeable 
to their Inclination, that they would not be fo 
very jealous of, and fo prying into the Advances 
he ſLould make in the Change of Religion at 
Home ; and that if by that means, than which 
nothing could be thought on more f-afible,; . he 
could not ſettle that Religion, he might at leatt 
ſecure it, and make Matters eaſtz to thoſe of 
his own Perſwaſion. 

6. That if his Majeſty perſiſtzd to make 
War againit Ho!land, which would inevitably 
draw on one with the Houſe of Auſtria, if 
his Arms did not prevail {o far as to come toan 
entire Conqueſt, he was certainly ruined, and 
all the Cathoulicks in the three Kingdoms alon 
with him, without refource, and would verilh 
unpiticd, and without any Hopcs or poſlibility 
of Succour from any Catholick Princes but the 
French King alone; and that if on the contrary, 
as it was the mot unlikely thing im the World, 
he ſhould prevail to a — over Holland, 
and his own Country , that yet thereby he 
ſhould, under the colour of an imaginary eſta- 
bliſhment of the Catholick Religion mn the 
Brittsjb 
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Brittiſh Kingdoitis, but ſettle an irreligions Ty- 
rant over all Chriſtendom , worſe to the Ca- 
tholick Religion and Chriſtianity in generat 
than any Heretick in the World, nay than the 
very T rk himſelf, and who would inſolently 
trample upon the Pope's as well as his Fellow 
Princes Power, arid ſet up a new Empire and 
a new Religion of a third fort neither Catho- 
lick nor Proteſtant, but ſuch as ſuited with his: 
own ambitious Deſigns; as the Steps he had 
already made that way did ſufficiently de- 
clare : And ſo inſtead of reſettling the Roman: 
Catholick Religion where it had loſt Ground, 
and in the Soil. of Grear Britain, which would 
rove bnt a Quitk-Sand to it, he would deſtroy 
tt all over Exrope,. where it was now eſtabliſhed 
in terra Firma, &C, ju : 
Ne leave it to the Deciſion of your Lotdſhip's 
Judgment, whether theſe or the French Re- 
monitrances carried moſt of . Reaſon, Proba- 
bility and Truth in them, as ever fhall all that 
comes from, 


My Lord, 
Paris, Apr. Yerxr Hononrs moſt 
30,1688, 
humble and obed;ent 


Servant. 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 


Of the Differences continued berween the Pope 
and the French King, and of King James 
ſending am Embaſſader to Rome, to recan- 
Cile thera. 


My Lord, 
[ Have already tranſmitted to your Lordſhip 

the Contents of his HolinefS's-Letters to the 
French King, about the Regale and Franchiſes 
but there ſeems now to be a Diſpoſition in theſe 
two high ftomach'd Princes to come to an ac- 
commodation, and the ConjyuKture of Time 
lies fo to the Heart of this Court, that 1 am 
apt to believe they will precipitate an Agree- 
ment; however, berauſe their forwardnels 
therein might be diſguiſed as much as French 
Policy could effet, they have by their Agents 
inknuated to our King; That an Embaſſy te 
Rome from him about accemmodati the 
foreſaid Differences muſt be very grateful to his 
Holineſs, who paid more deference to his Ma- 
jefty, and would further regard his Mediation 
than any Prince in Chriſtendom; and that tho" 
the French Court ſtood very ſtiff upon their 
Rights, yet it was not to be donbted, but as- 
they had fo high a Vatuation for his Friendſhip 
at all Times and Occaſions, fo he might 
be confident that in fo critical a JunRure of 
Time, they would not be fo purblind as not to 
ſce wherein their true Intereſt confiſted ; It was 
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no ſooner, my Lord, propoſed to the King, 
bur accepted by him, and iny Lord Howard 1s 
already arrived in this Kingdom, in his Way to 
jtalv, as the King's Embaiſador extraordinary 


- on this Errand; but notwithitanding this Court 


has ſo far prevailed by their Artifices in England 
to procure the Kings Mediation, yet an Acci- 
dent, if it may be called ſo, has.lately happened 
at Rome, which may perhaps blaſt all the bloom- 
ing Hopes entertained from this mighty Nego- 
tiation. For Monſieur Lavardin, Embafſador 
from this King at Rome, receiving Information 
that ſome of the Pope's Marſhals were got 
within his Quarters, he ordered his Men to ſeize 
them, and commit them to fafe Cuſtody ; the 
Cardinal de Eſtree has endeavoured fo alleviate 
the matter, and mollifie his Holineſs Reſent- 
ments, ſaying; That certain Perſons, who 
were no great Friends to France, had ſet them 
at Work, with a deſign to irritate Matters yet 
further berween the tro Conrts;, that be might 
be pleaſed to con{ider, that in the Poſture Affairs 
then ſtood, that is, atter his Holineſs had accept- 
ed the Mediation of the King of England, it 
would look ill to admit any Innovation, but 
the Cardinal was asked, Whether rhe King of 
France was Sovereign un the City of Rome ? 
And ſuppoſing be had been really ſo, was there 
any tſtice to arreſt People as they paſſed along 
the Sirects, that had a Deſign to make no mai- 
ner of Attempts upon any? That it was never 


. yet krown in any Comtry, or heard of in the 


World of any Law that condemned a Mun upon 
a bare Suſpicion;, but ſuppoſing that were true, 
As it Was 20t, yt it was mo} certain that the 
Puniſhment was reſerved to the Sovereign and 


mat to an Embaſſador ; wi's whatever Latitude 
he 
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he would have allowed to his Authority, . could 


not pretend to any more than to be imdepen- 
dent in his own Perſon; that as. for bus Do- 
meſticks, if they pretended to the ſame Ex- 
emption with boſe , it Twas no: farther al- 
lowable than they demeaned themſelves a 
larly, as they ought to do , for if they did 
otherwiſe, they were [ubje4 to the ordinary Tu- 
riſdittion of the Place they were: in, That 
there were , a "Thouſand Examples for it , 
though there had been ſome Embaſſadors who 
had, endeauoured to extend the Privilege of 
their Domeſticks ſo far, as to maintain that. 
they ought to be affranchiſed, That this pre* 
tended right of Sovereignty by Embaſſadors was 
2 far from beng true; that they had not as 

mnch as Power to paniſh their own Servants; 
for there could not be any one Example L. 
duced that any Embaſſador has intruded je 
far as to condemn any Perſon whatſoever to 
Death, tho' there have been many who have 
juſtly merited ſuch Puniſhment , That it was 
true, they had ſometimes reclaimed them when 
fallen into the Hands of ordinary Juſtice, bus 
that at the ſame time it had always depend- 
ed upon that of the Sovereign to concede that 
Favour to them, or refuſe them according as 
they were more or leſs just. Theſe things be- 
ing granted, which could not be otherwiſe, 
tor they carried their own Light with them, 
how could it be juſtified that .a bare Em- 
baſſador ſhould dare to arreſt not only his 
own. Servants, but the Officers of a Sove- 
reign Prince, and that even in his Capital 
City, and to heighten the Extravagance of 
Eeccee ſuch 
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wk an Aion, even in the very Sight of 
im. | 

Thus, my Lord, has the Old Gentlemen 
reſented the njury, and I am afraid our King 
will have bot little Joy of his Embaffy , 
and in this Particular come ſhort of his 
Grandfather's Motto of Bears Pacific: ; how- 
ever, his Zeal here for the Good of the 
Roman Catholick Church is lighly applauded, 
but whether it be a_ Zeal without Know- 
ledge, . Ite leave to your Lordſhip to deter- 
mine, and think my ſelf happy in any Op- 
portunity to ſerve you, who am, 


My Lord, 


Paris, July 2. Your very humble Servant 
1688. S.N. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
Df the Seven Biſho s being committed ro the 


Tower of London ; and the French In- 
trigues to embroyl that matter. 


, My Lora, , 
"PHE Commitment of the Biſhops to the 
Tower, and the Birth of the. Prince of 
Wales, are things lo agreeable to the Gufto of 
this Court, thir they are overjov'd at it, about 
' the former of 'which this Court has been very 
buſi: : ] wilt not poſitively ſay the Presbyterians 
had th-firſt band in it, tho' they have taken care 
to enter it into our Minutes fo; and that they be- 
ing willing:tomake ſome advantage of the Con- 
teſts of the Coart, got it ſaggeited: to the King 
by 'the means-of -the Koman.ſts, That im order 
to engage the Parliament to eſtabliſh Liberty of 
Conlc:ence, it was neceſſary the Biſhops ſhould 
be order'd to injoyn the reading the King's De- 
claration in their reſpe&ive Dioceſſes : That. 
the mattzr could not.be ſcrupled by them, fince 
the publication of the King's Orders had been 
at all times an Uſage in- Exgland,; as well as in 
other Countries.” . But however this matter was 
firit ſtarted, iny Lord, 1 will not take upon me 
to determine, but it was carried- on by ſtrange 
In{traments ;/ for as. ſoon as ever the Biſhops 
dad refuſtd to read the Declaration, and ad- 
dreſt themſelves to the King upon that account, 
Eeeece 2 with 
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with their Reaſons for noncomplyance ; the Je- 
ſuits about him, egged briskly on by ſuch as 
are entirely at this Court's Devotion, repreſen- 
ted to him the great Afront offered to his Au- 
thority and the Regal Dignity itſelf by ſuch a 
Refuſal ; and how 1f he {uffered the fame to go 
impunedly, it might open a Gap for it to be 
trampled upon without reſerve, and who could 
fell where it woul 1 t-rminate ? That ſince he 
had alreadv in all othcr points carried the 
Rights of Soveraignty to a great height, ſure- 
Iv it was not now tine to diſſemble and wink 
at an Adventure that put ſuch narrow Bounds 
to his Regal Authority : That there was there- 
fore an abſolute neceſſity to call them toa ſevere 
account for ſuch an audacious At ; That they 
might be tryed by vertue of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Commilſſion,and with as muchJuſtice every whit 
{uſpend.d as theBp of Lendor was;and what would 
be a mighty Advantageous Conſequent thereon, 
was, that the Privation of the Epiſcopal Au- 
thority would advance the Regal Authority 
to ſuch a pitch, as to be held in veneration 
by all the People, You know, my Lord, the 
Succeſs theſe Remonitrances have had, but the 
variation of the Biſhops Tryal is diſavowed by 
this Court, and the cauſe of their being brought 
into Weftminſter- Hall attributed to the Chan- 
cellor's {waving the King, and for which ſome 
have gnathed their Teeth at bim. Upon the 
Acquitment of the Biſhops, the Enelish Jeſuits 
were horribly ſpighted ; and the French Emil- 
tarts lau hed in their Sleeves ; and that they 
nizht embrovl the Nation more, had Orders 
ro inlinuate into any whom they thought fit for 
their purpoſe, That the Regal Authority had 
lat Property in it, that it oftentimes ſubſiſted 
more 
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more in Imagination than Eft : That if the 
People did but once know their own Strength, 
they would find it an cafi: matter to ſhake off 
the Yoke, which certain Puiſſances impoſed up- 
on them, and with a great dal more, but in 
eneral Terms to the ſame purpoſe, with which. 
ſhall not at preſent trouble your Lordſhip ; 
But they have at the ſame time ſpirited up the 
Jeſuitical Cuurt-FaCtion to importune the King, 
without any Intermiſtion to review the Biſhop's 
Cauſe, and bring them on to another Tryal ; 
alledging to him, That fſach a Failure would 
undoubtedly add a Triumph to the People , 
whereof they had already given but too clcar 
Signs, and conſiderably. augment the avdaci- 
ouineſs of his Enemies, who were more in 
number than he could imagine; and that in 
ſhort the only way to put both the one and 
the other to a profound Silence, was by not 
flinching from that Reſolutenels and Conley 
which hz had made to appzar ſince the begin- 

ning of his Reign, for if he once began to Ha 

therein, it would be quickly ſren, he woul 
proportionably ſink in cy gp ; That there- 
fare great Care ſhould be taken to retricve 
this again, ſince, without that were done, 
he muit neceſſarily fall into a greater Con- 
tempt with his People than he was aware of, 
and from whence manv Inconveniznces would 
ariſe, which ſome of them could be as little 
foreſeen as it would be hard to prevent them © 
That therefore, as the Caſe 1ſtqod, 1t were much 
more adviſeable for him to run the Riſque of 
another Tryal, wherein if he ſucceeded, his 
Sovereign Authority would be not only main- 
tained and kept entire, but the greatelt Op- 
portunity put into his Hands to extend the 
"2 Teceec 3 * Bounds 
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Bounds of it as far as he pleaſed; but if it 
ſhould happen otherwiſe, and that the Biſhops 
ſhould be acquitted a ſecond Time (which as 
they deſigned to concert Matters) was not very 
likely; the Caſe would then be but the ſame.,and 
no other than now, * and as much to be feared 
frem the one as from the other ; but, it ſeems, 
the King was ſo diſpirited with the 1} Succeſs of 
the firſt Trial that they found him entirely averſe 
to venture on another; ' and therefore being not 
able to divert him from his Reſolution of gtving 
over that Game as loſt, they made it their Bu- 
fineſs to give out; '- That the King'was not 
minded the Biſhops ſhould have been caſt, that 
he had therefore given way that ſuch a Jury 
ſhould be returned,and theirCauſe to be ſolicit- 
ed by all their Friends,as was a clear Demonſtra- 
tion that he had uſed all theſeMethods to deliver 
them from the Difficulties wherein they had 
plunged themſelves, with this Deſign and Hopes; 
that the Senſe of his Goodneſs might reclaim 
them back to their Duty, aud that for the fu- 
ture they might ſet a Pattern to others not to 
{werve therefrom ; but I do not find by the Re- 
turns made hither of theſe Expedients that the 
have met with any tolerable Succeſs; your Lord- 
ſkip may know much better than 1, how this 
Aﬀeair is r<!:ſhed in the whole,and whats likely 
zo be the Conſequence,and fo lle leave it ty your 
Determination, and remain, My os 


Aly Lord, 


Paris, Aug. 8. Your Lordships moſt 
1688. N.S, 


Lumble Servant. 


LET- 


LETTER AL | 


Of the Prince of Wales's Birth, with. the 
Senſe of the French Court upon it. 


My Lord, 


I have upon another occaſion hinted to your 

* Lordſhip what' Appearance of" Joy ' there 
was at this Court for Nis 'Birth of the Prince 
of Wales; but they are now not a little morti- 
fied ar the Paſquils put forth in [England and 
Holland to render his Birth TuſpeRed yd, the 
whole to be only a piece of Court Legerd&main 
ro carry on the CatholickCauſe; As for the later, 
the defignscarry'd on againſt theKing and his Ad- 
herents as they are now no Secret to the World, 
ſo 'tis np wonder ſuch Pamphlets arg conniveg 
at; Then for England, its an Argument the 
Reigns of Government are of late much ſlacke:- 
ed, and that the Regal Authority is much in the 
Wain, when the King and the Dm Honour, 
is touched in ſo ſenſible a Part, and yet that 110 
Redreſs can be made thereof, nor efficacious 
Remedy applied thereto; but I muſt tell you, 
my Lord, That tho' this Court has not ſo muck 
reaſon to be concerned as that in Ereland in 
this Point, yet ſuch things dare not be much 
more than whiſpered here, becauſe that upon the 
firit broching of his being a ſuppoſititiousPrince, 
there has been a very itrict Charge given thar 
none durſt preſume to ſpeak of him otherwiſe 
thin of a real Prince, neither dare the Cour- 
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tiers even in private ſo much as emancipate 
themſelves wR_ otherwiſe, leſt they ſhould 
thereby , ides tran ſpreſling the prefent 
Orders, give alſoa Jealouſie to old Lews him- 
ſelf, that they deſigned _—_— to revive 
the old Diſputes formerly raiſed about his 
own Legitimacy ; but this I have heard them 
privately ay 3 That _ they have gotteh 
away one of our Princeſſes ( as I have for- 
merly mentioned to your Lordſhip) to be mar- 
ried *here, and had had thereby another French 
Heir to put in, they believed the Prince of 
Wales would not be long-lived; But theſe 
things, my Lord, are tickliſh things to meddle 
with at: fuch a JunRure of Time. I pray 
God ow our Lordſhip from all Harm, 
and to thcreaſe the Honours of your Family, 
and that I ſhall ever do, whilſt | 


My Lord, 


Paris, Sept. 12. | T am, &C. 
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LETTER KXLI. 


Of the Prince of Conde's Feaſting of 
Monſieur the Dauphine. | 


My Lord, 


T Hat the Dauphine commands*he King's 

Armies upon the Rhine, I dq not queſtion 
but = Lordſhip has heard ere now. about 
which Aﬀair this Court ſeem at this Juncture 
to be wholly taken up, fo as that I have no- 
thing of momens worth ſending to your Honor : 
But before Monſegnior's Departure, the Prince 
of Conde has been ns to regale him and all 
his Retinue, and that in a moſt ſumptuous and 
magnificent manner at Chanrill;;, where ſeveral 
Ladies had alſo a Share in that Divertiſement : 
the Prince, upon this occaſion, diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf in a very extraordinary manner ; he 
preſented himſelf before the Dauphine a great 
way in the Foreſt, where there were Illuminati- 
ons,and received him in theHabit of the'oldHea- 
then God 'Pan ;, accompanied with a curious 
Train, all in Diſguiſe like himſelf, ſome hke 
Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes, others repreſent- 
ing Satyrs, leaping and dancing at the Sound 
of” Hautboys, Bag-pipes and ſuch like Muſical 
Inſtruments; the Daxphine being in this man- 
ner conducted to the Houſe, which cannot be 
ſaid to be ſuperb and ftately, unleſs it be for the 
Gardens and Water-works about it, he was 
himſelf fealted with a magnificent y_— 
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and ſeveral other Tables were ſet for his 
Court; where he continued for Five Days, 
and was regaled in the ſame Plznty as at firſt, 
and from thence returned highly ſatisfied to 
Verſailles; I muſt confeſs, my Lord, I cou!d not 
forbear giving you this ſhort account of the En- 
tertainment, tho' it be ridiculous enough, eſpeci- 
ally in the Antick Prel#dium to it; but I know 
your Lordſhip has Goodneſs enough not only to 
pardon me, but to take in ggod part whatever 
comes from, | 


My Lora, 
Paris,Sept. 16. Yoxr Lordſhip's mo 
1688. N.S, Es fp prong 


obedient Servant, 


LETTER KLIL 


Af King James ordering Maſs to be ſaid on 

' Board bu Fleet, and of his going 6n Board 
himſelf ro engage the Officers to turn Ro- 
man Catholicks. | 


Ay Lord, 

WW Hatſoever this Court is a doing, in refer- 
ence to the Engliſh Aﬀairs at this Time, 

there 1s little or no Appearance of it; but they 
ſeem to be much concerned at the Diſappoint- 
ment our King has met with, in not prevailing 
with the Officers of his Navy Royal to become 
i Catholicks; 
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Catholicks; for me to make a Relation of that 
Tranſaction to your. Lordſhip, *I fear may be 
but Crambe bus Cotta, but your Honour being 
now remote from the Court at your Country 
Habitation, and that I believe we have here a 
truer account of that Aﬀair tranſmitted to us 
by the Agents of this Court, perhaps. your 
Lordſhip will not think your Time ill ſpent in 
peruſmg of it. Its ſeems the Commillioners 
which the King has ſent to the ſeveral Coun- 
ties of the Kingdom to diſpoſe Men's Minds to 
a Willingneſs to take off the Penal Laws and 
Teit, having generally found a grand Averſii- 
on in the People to that Matter, the King was 
ſo incenſed at the Report they made of it, and 
the invincible Stabbornneſs of the Nation, that 
he convened his Cabinet 'Council , and with 
them reſolved to caſhier all ſuch out of his Ser- 
vice as would not fall in with his Deſigns; But 
that all things might be opportunely executed 
it was agreed he ſhould make himſe!t fure firſt 
of his Fleet and his Army, without whoſe Aſſj- 
ſtance they ſaw it was in vain to effe&t {q tud- 
den a Change at once; wherefore he gave Or- 
ders that Maſs ſhould be faid on Buard his 
Ships; but there was ſuch Oppoſition made 
thereunto both by th2 Officers and Seumen , 
that the Prieſts, who went thither for thar end, 
were forced to hide themſelves for fear of bing 
thrown over Board, which they had been 1tk- 
to have undergone, had it not beci; that the 
Principal Officers , who maintained itill the 
Reſpect that was due to the King's Commands, 
nad done their utmoſt to hinder itt, But when 
the matter came to be repreſented to the King, 
his Fury was raiſed to an high degree, tuo” he 
4 tor the Time the Artifice to diffemble his Re- 
| icnt- 
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ſentment ; wherefore he reſolved to try whe- 
ther his Royal Preſence might not operate more 
than his Orders, and therefore he went on 
Board the Fleet himſelf, and having commanded 
all the Officers to bring him their Commiſſions, 
he there asked them, Whether they were not 
reſolved to change their Religion and imbrace 
his, who had beftowed their Offices upon them, 
in Expectation that they would do whatever he 
commanded them? They were ſurprized at 
the Complement, aud exp:&ed no ſuch thing, 
nevertheleſs, being reſolved not to be frighten- 
ed either with Menaces nor be gained by Flat- 
teries,* they generally anſwered > That how 
devoted foever they were to his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice and their own Fortune, yet they could not 
be enduced to any thing againſt their Conſci- 
ences. To which the King replyed, That what 
he required of them could by no means be Pre- 
judicial to them, whatever their Miniſters 
night tell them to the contrary; that there 
was more of Opinion than Reaſon in the Reli- 
gion which they profeſſed ; that they ſhould 
take the Pains to refle&t duely thereon , for 
which yet he would grant them but the Space 
of 48 Hours, 

But tho' moſt of them did believe from 
Words fo politive by the King, they ſhould 
certainly be caſheered, yet they reſalved to 
ſplit upon that Rock rather than alter,whatever 
came of it, The King, in the mean Tune, who 
had truſty Spies in all the Ships, having learnt 
their Reſolutions, for all his cagerneſs in the 
matter, did not think it adviſable to puſh on 
Things over far at that time z wherefore he 
ordered they ſhould be told , when he ſent 
them back their Commiſſions, That the 48 
Hours 
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Hours which he had alloted, being not ſufficient 
for the determining of an Aﬀair of ſo great 
Importance, he was pleaſed to allow them ſome 
further time to think of it, but that they would 
pleaſe him to conform thenaſelves to his Will on 
that occaſion ; but in the mean time tho' the Poli- 
ticks of this Court have been much uſed in Er- 
gland, yet herein they have been laid afide, and 
there 15 an eſſential Difference between the one 
and the other, fur in the Choice which our 
King makes of Officers, he had rather the 

ſhould have Service than Profit ; whereas in 
France they will have both the one and the other 
if they can, and for want of which, Profit is al- 
ways preferred before Service. Th not cen- 
fare ſuch an Attempt, but I am aſhamed we 
ſhould be laughed at both here and in other 
Countries for our Politicks, and your Lordſhip 
knows as well as any Man living, that when 
wiſe and experienced Stateſmen have fate at the 
Helm, they never would ſuffer the Regal Au- 
thority to be put upon ſuch an Hazard , well 
knowing the leaſt Reſiſtance made thereunto is 
a Triumph to the People, but /peramms meliora, 


] am, 


My Lord, 


Paris, Scpt-2c+ Your Loraſhips ts 
1688. N. 5. 


Command, 
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LETTER XLII. 


Of the Count d' Av aux acquainting the Frencli 
King with rhe Prince of Oravges Prepara- 
tzons againſt England. 


My Lord, | 


THe Embaſſador of this Court Monſieur the 
Count 4' Avaix at the Hagr?, hath tran(- 
mitted a poſitive account hither of the great 
Preparations made in Hol/and for ſome grand Ex- 
pedition, eſpecially by Sea intimating that the 
Prince of Or ange.(eems to have other Deſigns mn 
his View than thoſe /'of a vigilant Statholder, 
for the maintaining the Pxrch Fleets and Armies 
in a good Poſture, now vuther neighbour Na- 
tions are in Arms, You know, my Lord, 
Mr. Skelron is now Envoy in this Country from 
Fn:land, as he was (ome time ago in Folt-nd ; 
who while he was there, whether really or- ma- 
licioufly 1 will not dctermine, was plcaſ-d to 
tranſmit an account to the King of the Princ2's 
houiding Correlpundence and carrying on ſoine 
Intrigues with his Subjects to his Prejudice', he 
had ſome Relations in the Princeſſes Family, by 
whoſe means he had an Opportunity to inſpe 
into ſonic Letters,from which he took vpan him 
to pick out as much as gave him to underitand, 
that there were ſain Matters agitated under- 
hand that tended to the King's detriment; but as 
far as ] could learn, the King gave little heed to 
his Informations 5 Eut whit the Count 4 -7- 


b/K 
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vaux has given his Maſter an account of 
hath been ettecmed worthy of Conſideration 
and _added here ſome Reputation to Mr, Skel- 
ton's Agency, whatever it may do in England; 
and I am afſured, my Lord,” from ſuch-Autho- 
rity as I dare rely upon, that the French King 
has preſt his Brother of England, to give that 
Heed to it which it deſerves, and to take ſeaſon- 
able Precautions to defend his Dominions from a 
powerful Invaſion wherewith they are threaten- 
ed. My Lord, 1 defire to know with the next 
Convemency whether I may be free'to continue 
my Correſpondence with your Lordſhip, eſpe- 
cially if I find Matters of this Nature tranſaR- 
ed; for] wag'd not for any thing in the World 
bring your Fordſhip into the leaft  Premwmiire, 
but in all things ſtudy to ſerve you with = - - 
eſt Diligence and hambleft obſervance, which 
I ſhall always ſtrive to-do, who am, 


My Lord, 


Paris. Ofob. 6. Torr Lordſhip? 
1688. N.S. ys hip . met 


humble Servant. 
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LETTER XIV. 


Of the means whereby My. Skelton came to 
know of the Deſigns in Holland againſt 
King. James, and of his acquainting- the 
King bis Maſter therewuh. 


My Lord, | © | 

MY). laſt imported ſome Intimations to your 

+ Lordſhip of Mr. Skelton when the King's 

Envoy at the Hagze, his diſcovering ſome ſecrer 

Correſpondence negotiated between England 

and Zolland, as he ju.\ged, to his Maſter's dif 

advantage; I have allo noted how the King: 

had been advertiſed of it from this Court, where 

Mr Skelton 1s now in the ſame Qualityzas at. the 

Hague, and who, I can further affure your 

EFT7qa ul has made a further Progreſs to un- 

riddle the Intrigue ſince his Arrival, by the 

means »f one whoſe Name is Buders de Verace, 

a Proteſtant of Geneva; Who having been 

ſome time ſince Captain of the Guards to the 

| Prince of O7ange, and having had the Misfor- 

tune to kill a Man in a Duel, was caſheered by 

him ; Mr. Skelron being then at the Zagze, and 

acquainted with the fad Yerace, found a 

wWay:ta reconcile him to his Maſter by the Re- 

commendation of my Lord Clarendon, who 
having brought up his Son, my Lord Cormbury, 
aT 
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at Geneva, Was ander great Obligations to Ve- 
Yace for the pool Offices hethad done:him, and, 
care taken of him; this Geneve/e being thug 
re-eitablifſhed m the Favour of the Prince, his 
Maiter, had it ſeems a greater Share of it than 
before, as he had alſo inthe Seertts of Mon- 
fieur B--------- bis Favorite; howeyer it was, 
it ſhould ſeem by:the ſcque}, that he was now 
by his ſecond Introduction to Favor, become 
quite of Mr,. Skelton's. Intereſt, who was the 
Anftrument to reconcile him; For not lon 

lince he has taken occaſion to be diffatisfhzd wit 

rhe Service he engaged in, and withdrawn, 
and being, as-was given out, but whether ſo 
mn xeality or no, upon his return to his native 
City of Geneva, he took occaſion to write a 
Letter to Mr, Skelroy, now ingthis City, That 
the Noile a% ent the 4; mamont in*Hbliand was 
lo far from being a falſe thing , or otherwiſe 
to be Corteived, thit it was'h Mater of the 
bhightſt Importance, \\wnd* did 10 taſerhan con- 
cern the Sajety o} te Crown of h1:5 Ataſter; the 
King 0; England, and that it was highly neceſ- 
ſary he ſho: 11 be made acqua.nie1 with,a Son-in- 
Law, won he knew not. ' This" tte Jefired 
Mr.'Skel:5n to enmitmunicat? to the Ring*wirt 
all fpzed ;” bf he was hot willing t6 makean 

further Diſcovery” of 'his Secret 'ta' any othe 

fave to the £- go in Pr{6h'; 4f the Kin 

wete fo plaſod/ as t5 ſend him" Ofders'b 

*Mr. Sk1/v#i$0 tort andatterd upotifiim, '' Up- 
on the r&ctpt of which Letter'from'the ſaid 
'Genevele,” Mr. S33-an tath 'wrif Five or Six 
{Letters tg the'Kirs in a very prefflhg- lively 
and urgent” tramier, but whin 2#e& they have 
had* upoh him,” may be rhe SthjeR'of arother 
FfIffef Let- 
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Letter, and perhaps of my 'next, if my intelli- 
gence fail me not, in the mean time 1 am and 

_ tall be, | 


| At 1 ord, 


Paris, Ave. 14. Your Loi aſhip's maſt 
16E8. N. S, 


humble and devared S ervant. 


LETTER XLV. 


Of the Slights uſed to make King James negli- 
gent to provide againſt the In. aſion from 
Holland. | 


Ay Lord, | | | 

I Donot find Mr. Skelron's Inſtances have had 
any great Effects upon the King towards 
quickening his Pace to ward off the Blow thar 
ſeems to be preparing to be given him; And 1 
have ſomething more than a Suſpicion, That it 
is the Defire of this Court, the Kingdom thould 
be invaded, and that the Agents of it have been 
extraordinary buſy to countermine whatever 
Advices have been given the King for taking 
a timely Precantion to defend himſelf, fo that 
there is, my Lord, mn this Caſe 'a Wheel with- 
in 


Qt! of ' Whute-Hall. | 


ina Wheel, and whatever Profeſſions of 
Kindnels is. ſhewed him from hence by a. timous 
Premonition of his Danger, there is as great 
Care icrivuily to thwart-all by contrary Coun- 
{cls; And among other things, it has been cager- 
Iy urg.d to him, That the Prince of Orange 
contmues to carry himfelf towards him with 
ſuch a Conduct, as could not leave the leaſt 
100m to entertain any, Sulpicion of him, and 
could it be thought that a Prince who had fhew- 
ed his Devoirs to hin, fo far as to make his 
Complements as oth-r. Princes had done-upon 
the Birth of his Son, the Prezce of: Wales, and 
cauſed the Name of his n-w Brother-in-Law to 
be added tothouſe of the Princes of the Fami- 
ſy, for whom they prayed in his Chappel ; 
{\onld be mſtncere; or have the 1:aſt Deſign to 
moleft hint or kis Kingdoms by Arms, eſpecially 
!mce Van Cirrerc, the States Embaſſador, had 
particularly aſſured him, That what Prepara- 
rions were made in Hol/and diiinot regard En» 
#lund,, but bad given him to underitand, That 
France had'a great deal more Reaſon to be al- 
armed. than; he { , But after all; whatever were 
intended by! ſuch Preparztious ,, which they 
wcre well afſare | were muci greater in Fame 
than in Realuty ; bis Majeity's Aﬀairs were in 
{a good/a;Puiture that he had no:Regſon to fear 
any Enterprizes whatſozver ; That he had a 
Land- Army, a: Fleet and fuch good Magazines 
as were ſuthcient to render the Efforts of al- 
mo't all the.complicated Powers of Emrope in- 
effeRual, ,tho' ſuch a ConjunRion was as little 
to be expeRed as that his mvit. Chriſtian Ma- 
jcity would-abandon him ;- who,' if he ſaw oc- 


caſiun, as thexe was now but little likelihood, 


would ro fail rodupport him with all the Powe 
:#F. Ny 


8; 
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of France both by Sea, Land ©. I will nat 
be farther Tronbleſome to your 'Lordfhip, but 


remain, - 


My Lord, 


Parit, Aug. ' 8: ' Your Inimile Servant. 
1683, | 


4 


——— o—__ ———— — —  ————— ————— 


LETTER: XLVI. 


My Lora S+———+> charged. by ſeme of the 
French Faction with Infidelity to lus Maſter 
King James. | 


My Tod, 
JF your Lordſhip (1.ould ask me, What the 

real Defigns of this Court are in reference to 
Fnylard, im fach a conjunfture; they ſeem to 
have oth.y Sentiments now of the Invaſion than 
they bad a few days ago, whon they were ſe- 
cretly promoting the ſame Might and Main, as 
| have mrxmated not long fince to your Lord- 
fp, with a View to engage us in a-Civil War, 
ad thereby bring the King under a Neceſlity of 
calling m {ach a Fre-2ch Power to his Aſſiſtance 
is he 11,ould never be able to force out again ; 
But now they ſeem to be quite againſt it, upon 
{:: oppoſition-made by a great Miniſter of State 
to they Offer both of Men and Ships upon this 
occaſion, of - whom they talk ſtrange things 
here, and fay', that im repard-tb the King, 
Luweover he has infinuated and-winded himſelf 


into 


"pf: White-Hall. 

into his Fayqur more than any they could re- 
commend. or propoſe, h2 muſt be ar! Enemy re- 
conciled only in a;way of Policy and Neceility, 
that he had in former Parliaments'puſhed on 
the Bill for his Excluſion with greater eagernets 
and warmth than any other ; That he had never 
attempted torecover his Favour. but when he 
had a Proſpect to injure him thereby; that he 
1s a Man. intent to follow the prevailing Side, 
bur that he had always, incaſe of any Change, 
a ſafe Retreat to the other ſide;' that whilſt he 
adhered to the Factions in Parliament, againtr 
the Royal Family and Intereijt, he bad ttrict 
Correſpondence with one-: of King 'Chrrles's 
L----------, Who found a way to reconrile him to 
his Majeſty, and by his Mediation to the Duke 
of York ;, T bat being now. come to» be Prime 
Mianiiter of State to the King,. and almoſt the 
only one he had lince his Elevation 'td his Br 
ther's Throne, he had ſerved him with Zeal, 
while there - was a Proipe& of wy 
to attend him, tut that he hath now mv ſooner 
_ that there is a Party formed «gainit 

im, but that he hath (hewed himiclf ready to 
enter into a Correſpondence with Þis Enemies, 
againſt him > That the Countefs of $--- - writ- 
ing to the Princets of Ora:zzge,, That their Un- 
kle #5. a Man deeply engaged in that Inter- 
elt, Was gone'ito Holland to attend the Prince, 
was no finall Proof of her Husband's berg 
engaged in the ſame Intereits; That there could 
be no other Conftruction mad: of the Violence: 
done to the King his Matter, by his engaging 
of him, notwithſtanding all his Averſion co 1t, 
ta advance Father Petre againit his own Incli- 
nation, maugre the Oppoſition made by ti 
Queen to it, and in fpite of the maſt effenriz! 

| Fiffft ; Laws 


_ 


Bs 
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I aws of the Order he was of, to bs one of 
his Privy Council ; That the King' thereby, 
in ſatisfying of him, did on that occafion loſe 
that Right-which one fhou!d think he had to 
diſpoſe of his own Subjets ; That nothing elfe 
«could be inferred frum this Lord's Procedure 
and-Carriage in the imbroiled affair of the Bi- 
ſhops, which he brought on 'into the Council, 
wadich he yet favoured under-hand; That 'ir 
cannot otherwiſe :chuſe but that the Contemmpr 
which this Miyiſter has affeRted of all the In- 
formations given the King his Maſter of 'the De- 
ſigns of the Prince of Orange his Son-in-Law 
and of the Dutch againſt him, whereby he has 
ina great meaſure diverted him from uſing the 
mezns neceſſary to reſiſt any Attempts made up- 
on him, or impreffions on his Dominitons, mutt 
proceed from an ll Principle and DiffatisfaRion 
to his Intereſts, 1 hope your Lordſhip will 
not take this Freedom il at my Hands, which 
is nothing elſe but the Senſe of this Court =” 
on the preſent Occaſion, "and with which I ſhall 


now conclude, who am, 


| My Lord, 
Paris, OA. 28, hy 
= 688. Your I ordſhip's moſt 


humble $ ervant. 


EE 1: 


of ' Whice-Hall. 
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LETTER XLVIL 


My Lord S .-—— excuſed by others of the 
French Fattion, as to his Condutt mm re- 
fpett ro the Prince of Orange's Deſign 
againg K ing James and bs Adherents. 


| My Lora, FELL 
TH: Cenſure of this Court upon the late 
Conduct of a noble Peer and Prime Mini- 
ſtern Fngland, as mentioned in my laſt to your 
Lordſhip, is not fo univerſal, but that there 
are diverſe others who have entertained a quite 
contrary Opinion of him,and'ſay,That'it is far 
enough from being an infallible Rule, that a 
reconciled Enemy can never become a ſincere 
Friend; That it 15 poſſible a Man may reſerve 
unto himſelf a place 'of Refuge and Retreat 
among a contrary Party, aud yet be far enongh 
from falling in withits Intereſts; That the Suſpi- 
cions of him arewithout any m:mifeſt Ground, 
fince there is not the leaſt Appearance that he 
hath perſonally linked himſelf with his Maſter's 
Enemies, or held any Correfpondence with 
them that tends to the betraying of him ; Thr 
what his Lady had done with the Princeſs of 
Orange, tho' it might be lyable to Suſpicions in 
ſach a ConjunRure, 1s no ſufficient Proof or 
Reaſon that the ſame Crime ſhould be attr:dut- 
ed to the Earl her Husband ; That Col. $---- 
tho' his near Relation, might yet deceive him, 
' 2:1d make hitn believe that his aſage into Hol- 
| Ffffff 4 land, 
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land, was to no other end than for the Benefit 
of his Health, and a Journey to drink the Wa- 
ters of the Spam; That to fay he turned Rom: 
Catholick that h- might the better ſerve the 
Proteſtant Ilutereit, was { ridiculous in it ſelf 
as to need no Cunfutation ; That as for the 
Buſineſs of Father Perre, the Earl did nothing 
bit what every wiſe Stateiman would have done, 
wi2z.to feek out one on whom might bediſcharg- 
ed the Envy of ſach things as ſhould diſpleate 
the People m the Court-Conduct, and fo eſca 

it himſelf; That as for any Enterpriſe by the 
Prince of Orarge and the Hollanders againſt io 
potent a King as his Maiier, who. was incom- 
palſed with io great an Army, 1t might appear 
to be ſo extraordinary and ſtrange a thing tv 
bm, that He might believe it his Duty to neg- 
le ſuch Advices as things unlikely, and not far 
from ridiculous; And that now at length he 
finds himſelf obliged to believe them to be real, 
thoſe ſame Forces which the King his Maſter has 
'011 foot, might make him opinionative to reje&t 
the Succours ofiered him from hence, which he 
looks apon to be as well dangerous as unneceſſ2- 
'ry, but which it the Cenſures is moſt agreeabi- 
to Truth, Welcave to your Lord(lup's Deter- 
mination, aud remain, =p 


A tl) {gr 2 


Paris, OG, Tour veryobLeed Servailt. 


+4 


31. 
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LETTER - XLVIIL 


Arguments uſed by the French Agents to gain 
- King James Conſent ro receive French 
Succours into England, and Anſwer'd by 
my Lord $ —— , | 


My Lord, 
Y Qur Lordſhip cannot but knoiw of the Buſi- 
+ nels of Cardinal Furſtenburg about the Ele- 
ctorate of Cologn, and how he 1s ſupported by 
this King, whoſe Arms are advanc'd that way : 
It may be you have ſeen Monlieur Bornrepos alſo 
at London, whoſe Inſtructions were to offer to 
the King, in his Maſter's Name; That however 
his Forces are _—_ advanced towards the 
Upper Rhine, and ready to enter upon Action, 
- finding the danger His Majelty was like to 

in from Hel/and, he was willing to prefer 
his Intereits who was his Friend, before his 
own ;, And that if he found the King demur up- 
on the matter, he: was to tell him, That this 
Majetty ought to conſider the thing, not as it 
was in 1t{e}t, but in the preſent circumitances 
of it ; That it might be juſtly feared his work 
was not to oppoſe only the Armies of others, 
but that he (ould be well afſured that thoſe 
very Armies with which he defign'd to refiit his 
Enemies, did not hold Intelligence with them, 
and concurr againſt him in the ſame Deſigns ; 
T hat the chief Officers that commanded his Ar- 


my - 
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my were faithful to him to ſuch a degree, as to 
he Prof againſt being corrupted, which cauld 
not be ſaid of the other parts of the State, who 
were wail known to be corrupted, which his Ar- 
mv, if they did net already, muſt ſhortly know ; 
from whence he was to infer, that if the ſame 
Corruption ſlonld unfortunately happen to 
creep into the Army, as well as eliewh-re, the 
King, vu refuſing torcign Succours (Which un 
com;unction with thoſe who ſhould prove faith- 
(il Subiedts to him, would make at leait a Par- 
ty would lcave [:unfelf expos'd without any de- 
f-nce to all the Forces of his Enemies. My 
] ord, you cannot imagine bow highly diſſatis- 
fi-d this Curt 1s at the rejection of their Aid, 
and rhat 1ny Lord 5----'s remonitrating to the 
Kinz, That the intrG6ducing a foreign Army in- 
to ht Don.intons tliat were Komaz -Cathel.cls, 
ind efpeciully Frencbmer:, would wont his Ry- 
-13tatian very deep, and quite alienate the Na- 
tions Aﬀections from him, ard be a confeſlion 
of a!l the Rumors which had been fceatter'd a- 
broad of a private League made between him 
and E-ance, for opprefling both the Liberty and 
Religion of his Country, And befides, the King 
' bad Forces enough of his own, and to fpare, for 
the reſiſting of all the Efforts of /7ol{ar:d;, That 
his Fleet alonz was able to ſtop them, and that 
'et it be as it would, his | and- Army cou!d' not 
fail of being Conquerors over them, bejng botl! 
much more numerous, and withal better dilci- 
plin'd ; had entirely fixed him m the ſaid Reſo- 
I'tion. I donot queſſion but this Court will 
do the Earl all the Diſſcrvice they can, for ſpoi- 
ny fo brave an opportunity of their getting 
Fong with ther Troops in England, bow- 

WY | ever 


of White-Hall. 
ever he has ſerved his Country, and deferves 
well of it, whatever his Fate may be, 1 atn, 


My I 07d, 


Paris, Nov. 2. Yoxrs in all humble 
1688, I. S. Ovſervance 


IE IN nn 


LETLI EA. XL 


Of Mr. Skelton's Negotiations in France, 
with the Reaſons of his being recal*d and 
committed I'riſoner to the Tower of Lon- 
don, | 


My Lord, 
I Cannot conceive but they are as much in the 
dark with you about Mr. Skelror's Impriſon- 
merit in the Tower upon his arrival in Englz7d, 
as they are concern'd for it here. I have alrea- 
dy given yout Lordfhip an accqunt of ſome of 
his Negotiations both* in Holland and at this 
Court, and with your Honour's leave ſhall en- 
deavour a little further to unriddle this Myitery 
of his |mprifonment : When all the Arguments 
of this Conrt uſed by Monſieur Borrepos to in- 
duce the King to admit of fome French Troops 
into his —_ under pretence of afliſting 
him againſt the Prince of Orange, were obvia- 
ted by my Lord S-—'s Remonitrances and 
Afiiduities, yon cannot conceive the concerned- 
els that appeared here at the grand Dilappoint- 
inent ;- Me. Stelrgz Wus almott opprefs'd a 
is | | To n> 
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Enquiters into the reaſon of :{uch a Procedure, 
(not knowing well then from what Quiver the 
Arrow was taken that ſhot down the Gol:ah of 
all their Hopes of once neſtling in E7gland ) 
who examin'd, interrogated him, and almolt 
Jaid it to his charg<c, that their Advice was not 
follow'd : But having at length found it to be 
otherwiſe, they reſolved to put him upon ano- 
ther Expcdient, mention'd firſt by himſelf, to 
ſerve his Maſter, as\they ſaid, tho' nothing is 
more certain than that it is their own Intereſt 
they defignd mainly thereby : For one day, af- 
ter Monſieur de Croiſſy had preft him hard ſtill 
to ſollicite his Maſter to accept of the Troops 


and Ships offered him by France, 'and that 


Mr, Skelton anſwer'd, That.it was in vain, he 
having Orders to meddle no further in that mat- 
ter, and thirefore durſt not move in it, He al- 
io added, That yet he was of Op:nion, that if 
l2:zs moſt Ciriſtian Majeſty would order his Am- 
baſſador to acquaint the States-general what ſhare 
he took in the Aﬀairs of the King his Maſter, 
and to threaten to attack them, in caſe they un- 
dertook any thing againſt him, he did believe that 
would quickly put a ſtop to the intended Invaſion, 
and ſpail the Meaſures the Prince of Orange 
had concerted thereupan, without giving the En- 


. gliſh occaſion to complain their King had called 


im Foreigners into their Country : T bat thu would 
be an effetlual means to keep part of the King's 
Enemies on this ſide:the Sea, and they might have 
leiſure enongh to break off the C abals - the 


_ other formed at home againſt him. This. Dil- 


courſe made Monſiear de Croifſy haſten to ac- 
vaint the King with it, who liked it fo well, 


| that he immediately diſpatched away a Courier 


to Monſieur the Count a" Avaux bis — 
or 


{of White-Hall.: 


dor at the Hague, with Orders to declare to 
the United Provinces, That they could not at- 
tack the King of England, who was ſo intimate 
a Confederate with him, but that he muſt be 
obliged to ſuccour him with aHK the Afliſtance 
he could. The States having pauſed a little for 


an Anſwer to this Memorial, and. preſently up=- 


on it being encounter'd with another from the 
Marqueſs de Albevilte, the Fngliſh, Ambaſſador 
there ; they anſwered the latter, They were 
long ſimce convinced of the League between thr 


rwo Kings: That they had armed in Imitation of 


other Prihces, &c, which being interpreted here:; 
that-the States were reſolved to go on With the: 
Invahon 3 It raiſed the" Expectations of- this 
Court, that the tender of their Troops would- 
be tbl, accepted of by the King : But the vigi- 
lance and ſagacity of my.Lord S- — disjointed 
alſo this Projet, and ended in. the Recalling 
and Impriſonment of Mr. Skelron, for movin 
in an Aﬀair for which he had no Orders, 

this alſo, my Lord, has' ſtopped Yerace the 
Geneve ſe, whom 1 have formerly mentioned to 
your Lordſhip, who is come to: Parzs, from pro- 
ceeding on his Journey for Londeoy, as ſuppoſing 
it to; no purpoſe to give ſuch Informations: as 
would not be regarded ; and he is now, I hear. 
about returning, back to bis. own Country... 1 
hope things are: welt with your Lotdſhip in 
theſe times of difficulty; had it þeenvtherwie 
I doſuppoſe I ſhould have beard-it, that I might 
have ſtopped my Intelligence ; and'that all may 
continne to be well with you, 1s the onnfeigned 
Defire of, . | 3 3812 


| My Lord, Foie), 
Paris, Nov. 8. Your Lordſhips moſt obedient 
« 1688. N. S., : Servant. ,-' 
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LETTER L: 


Of the Prince of Orange”; Iarding in England, 
and Succeſ', with King James's Speech to 
hy Chief Officers. © 


My Lord, _ | 
TH the  Frezzch Arms this vear have had: 
mighry faeces on the: Xhize, yet the land- 
ing.of thee rince of Orazge m Frgland, with- 
dut' afiy oppoſition, -and'the ficcels he has met 
with fihce his : arrwal, together with the de- 
ſe&ion of fome Horle to him-under my Lord 
Carnbury, (thu they ſay bere but a very final} 
nuinber )has damped all thew Rejoycings 5: And 
indeed, if we may judge of rlieir Hearts by 
their Looks, we may ſez plainly. that they have 
given 'over not of1\” thzir. own Game on that 
fide of the Waterofor- loft, but that they look 
vpon that of the Kings lo too; almoſt beyond alli 
nopes of recovery ; but yet that they may Trae 
jiome ſ:mblance of Zeal ſtill for his 'Service. 
cheir Creatures have adviſed him to tall toge- 
ther his chief Officers, ahd to' tell: chem ; That 
he had given'Orders for thecilling together of 
a Free Parlianient;: as ſobn as -a more ſetled tirne 
weld ive him room to hope for ſuch ; That 
he had reſolved to provide tor the Szcurity of 
the Religion, Liberties, aud Privileges of his 
Subjects, as far as'tliey themſclves could de- 
fire or wiſhfor ; Could there any more he ex- 
peRted from him, he was ready to grant pe 
© - Ws 1 v111tT 


of. Whire-Gall. 


but deſired, if after all this there was any one 
diſſatisfied, that they might declare it : Thar 
he was-ready to ging unto ſuch as thought not 
fit to tarry with him, Paſports to go to the 
Prince of Orange, and that he would freely 
pardon them their ſhameful Treaſon. This 
Speech, and the effe&ts it has had, your Lord- 
fhip may know much better than þ;, but it is 


now talked here. that irhas met with © little 


ſucceſs, rhat moſt of thoſe perſons whom the 
King had convencd as aforeſaid, bave formed 
a cloſe Conſpiracy againſt him, and to-cut their 
waythort, reſolved to ſeize his Perfon; and 
that my Lord C— being pitched upori to- exe- 
cute the Deſjgn, he: dexterouſly engaged the 
King: to go to view the Vanguard of his Artay, 
which was. that part -of-it which was poſted 
neareſt the Enemy ; That the King was- ready 
to take Coach and ride thither, when his: Noſe 
falling-to' bleed on a ſudden, obliged hin to 
ſay for 'that time, and put off the review" til 
ariother Coyne b But before that day was 
over, he had oo formation given him, that 
there' was a Deſign formed to ſeize him, and 
that meaſures were concerted to have hin car- 
ried away to Exeter'y and that my Lord C--- 
upon that, with ſome. others, withdrew-to the 
Prince of 0-arge, as did 'the King to Londove. 
1 would not have troubled your Lordthip at this 
tume,/ but that I know you expect I thould>gj 
you the Sentunents of this fide upon our affairs, 
and what part they take therein : Which with 
my humbleſt Duty to your Honour, is all thave 


at preſent to impart to, who am, | Beg2 
MA Loed, WEST my 

Paris, Dec. 4, Yours to ſerve and ebey. 
1688.N. 5. TATE 
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LETTERS... 


Of «the. Oueen and Prince of Waicys's going 
| over ito France.” (-. ! 


| My Lord, LITRe it JI1IÞ2o5.'0 PO bi IR 
"HE. King's Aﬀairs! ave looked upon here. to 

; be loſt. beyond/alb: hutnan relief,/ and ;the 
Prince.of Orange is now as: much! dreaded, as 
they: heretotore: made/a ſemblance; of  deſpiling 
and neglecting of hims tho, in reality, there 
were-ever ſince 1]. have; known this plate; - {e- 
cret Fears of his great QConftancy,. Policy. and 
Courage hanging upon' this. Court; andall tlie 
Hepes they have now left; and the only Twig 
to hang, by.” is his Perzre Highneſs,' who after 
reat SE Gutries is with his Mother rarrived 
iere, and of which ſome of their Attendante 
give a lamentable. ;xelation; That upon. my 
Lord Dartmonth's' refuſal to let the young 
Gentleman crols the | Seas; he was carried back 
to: Londen, whither-the King was alſo come 
fran,Salizbury, who:'wath the Count de Z-4- 
zxemc},' who preſented himielt- at Court the-zzft 
of-the-laſt Month; iconterted meatures fbr;;the 
eſtape' of the Queer and ber Sdn t Signior Riva 
anltalian, and one of the Quyens  Sceryants, 
and Monſicur de' Zabadje,another of the King's, 
Perſons of pj cor” were inttuſted 
ary for thtir: em- 

ing, and for their Journey from *FZhrec- 


x (8 Wo Flall 


* LY 


fay, 1t was not without very great 
deing Sornes and diſcovered, that the Queen 
and the Child got-out of the Court, at a time 


when every thing was ſuſpected, aud when the 


Infants crying - might have been a +means to 
have broken all-the beſt meaſures in the World. 
They were put into a ſtrange Diſguiſe, and fo 
made their. eſcape by the way Tl 
ted Stairs and Places, croſt the. River of 
Thames, and took the Road which leads from 
. Tongan to:Graveſend, where Monſieur dt La- 


badie had ſtapped a Veſſel for to tranſport: 


them anto rence 5 and all the while the Child 
4d not: as imhuch. as once cry : They were mn 
danger ſeveral .timcs of being ſerzed by venti-. 
mel3, and.a-concourſe of People, who ſuſpected 
all whom they did not know, to be fugitive 
Papiſts, and toaked upon their eſcape as a Prey 
that ran away from ' them. While they were 
-an the Themes, they were encounter'd with 
Wind, Rairi, ahe BuQuarin of the Waves, in 
the borrar of /a Night fo dark, that they could 
_—_ {te kr = wg TheQueen on the other 
fide” uf abe:River waited for |a Coach, near the 
—_— —— _ wad - ns in a 
neigithauring :tan, being all the while .expo- 
4ed-t0.the :Kain; which continued witlr great 
yulence, But the [Curiofity .of a man' who 
game out af abe lian with a(Candle in his band, 
put hier into.a great fear, leſt the ſhould be 
known, far the: perſon advanced directly to- 
wards the place.nhere ſhe flood, when Seignior 
Riva,whd perceived bim, immediately follow- 


£4 and.en ed him-briskly, © as that 
zbbth of #11 into the Dirt, by which Di-. 
Ban the - —— undiſcovered, and, 
ET - £8888 the 


-:0f- Whice-Hall, 
#all to the place*where the Ship lay : They 
nger of 
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the man thinking that what befel him was the ef- 
f:& of Charice, they both-began to excuſe the 
matter, which proceeded no further. When the 
Coach was got ready they rid away with all 
{peed, and came to' the Ship, where Labad\'s 
Wife (who'had ſome Acquaintance with the 
Captain) appearmg firſt, did ſo'amuſe him with 
a Story, That the Queen was an Italian Lady, 
returning with her Family into her own Country, 
till the Queen was got ſafe on Board, and lody- 
ed im the Cabin appointed for her-,. together 
with the Nurſe that carried the Infant The 
Marqueſs and Marchioneſs :of Powss, the 
Counts of Dalmon and Montecuculli with 0- 
ther Perſons of her Retinue, did imbark at the 
ſame time with the /-:ſb Captains, ſent on = 
poſe by the King to have an Eye ever the Com- 
mander of the Veſſel, in caſe they found him 
any way refractory and deficient-m his Duty; 
But of this, "they ſay, therehappened to be no 


- occaſion, for the Ship being - under fail, they 


had an eafie Paſſage, and landedat Calass on 
the 11th. of this inſtant: She defigned to have 
itaid'there for the King her Husband, who, ac- 


. cording asthey had concerted Matters between 


them before their parting, was to follow -her 
the next Day, but not finding the King come, 
ſhe went for «Bologn, where twoFriers, and an 
an Officer that have made- their Eſcape out of 
England, informed her of the Misfortune which 
befel her . Husband at Feverſham, and. which 
—— ſhip can tell much better than 1. 
romBologz ſhe journey'd toMontrevil and from 
thence toS.Germains;where ſhe and herSon have 
had honourable Reception of the King, and 
where King Fames is hourly . This, 
my Lord, is the Relation they give here like 
| 


F 4, B 
Flight , "and: 
count little leſs 
ſerving both of theQueen and herSon to a much 
better Fortune. But tho' this Court put a ve- 
ry good Meen upon the Matter; and talk tigh, 
yet It is at the ſame time very diſcernable that 
they are not a little mortified at the ſtrangeneſs 
of the Prince of Oranze'sSuecels, and the ſud- 
denneſs of the Revolution. Which, with my 
humble ReſpeRs, is all I have to communicate 
at this Time, who am, 


of . White-Hall, 


4 46 Ao i 


My Lord, 
hrs le. To Lend 
aevoted Servant. 
POST-SCRIPT. 


' My Lord, juſt as I am a clofing of this Let- 
ter, I am informed the King is alfo arrived at 
S. Germains,” and has met with no leſs Honours 
from King : Lew:s than if he were poſſeſſed of 
his Dominitons and ſubjects Aﬀections, in as am- 
ple a degree asever he has or could be. 


My Lord, | 


I am, &c. 


Geggge 2 


dangers 'pfape! which they: 
than a Miracle '% and a pre- 
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LEIIHEE ES. 


Of the Prince of MNrange's Arrival at 
London: 


Ay Lora, 
His Place is verv barren of News, tho' there 

is ſomething, I am ſatished, a brewing, 
which will appear m Time, and all that 
is novel and extraordinary ſeems to have been 
tranplanted to the Britriſh I flesfrom whence we 
hear, That the Prince of Orange, who, they ſay, 
is always intent, and ever was to improve favour- 
able Conjunctures, hath taken Advantage of 
theſe Movements to make his Entry into Lor- 
4on, where 'tis confeſt, but with much Regret, 
he hath been received with great Demonſtrati- 
ons of Joy and publick Applauſe (but they fay 
it is nothing but what 1s uſually done to New - 
comers) havmg been felicitated npon the Suc- 
ceſs of his Enterpriſe, and thanked for the Zea! 
which he had teſtified for the good of the F- 
7! Nation. Tis allo reported, That the No- 
bility have met together, and pray'd him to 
take the Adminutration of the Government 
10071 hun, till the Eftates of the Kingdom can 
be called together, which is dreaded here by 
butt Coarts: 1 can attire your Lordfhip , 
there 


of White-Hall. 
there have been Inftru&tions ifſaed out from 
hence already to their Agents at LZondor 
__ they have a great Number, tho” un- 

er various Diſguiſes) for to countermine what 
ever Projects may be” on foot for the eſta- 
bliſhing a Settlement in England, and of which 
I ſhall endeavorr to tranſmit to your Lorſhip 
the Particulars. I am, 


My Lora, 


Paris, Jan. 27- Toxr very hamble Sergant 


GEgE888Þ3ÞD» LET- 


- 
nan an 
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LETTER THE. 


Jiſtruttions oiven to the French Emiſſaries, 
to infuſe 119 ſome Engliſh Peers upon the 
ſubjett- Mattur of King James's Deſerting 
of the Crown, in Favour of his Inter 


eſt. 


Hy Lora, 

T5 not doubted here but that there will bc 
ſtrong Efforts made for the Advancing of the 
Prince of Orange to the Engl ſh Throne, and by 
the Returns. made of Members to ſerve upon 
the preſent Occaſion in the Lower Houle, 1t is 
concluded that their Procedures will be much 
in favour of his Intereſt, and conſequently to 
the Diſadvantage of this Court, and therefore 
they have taken care to give them a Bone tov 
pick, tho' I know not well what it is for the 
preient; But of the Houſe of Lords they have 
entertained a more favourable Opinion > bur 
toreſeeing that: whatever is; agitated among 
the Commons 1s allo likely tn creep into a De- 
bate among the Lords, . and that the King's Re- 
lipton, his Evil Adminiſtration, his Retreat out 
of the Kingdom, and the Compact betweei: 
him and his People :may be called i queſtion ; 
ney have by way of Precaution given Initru- 
tons to tiucir Emiffaries flily to infuſe into 


«1+ 37 
oy 
«11 > 


of White-Hall. 
any ſuch Peers as they judge ſuſceptible of ſuch 
Jnſinuations (but I cannot think your Lordfhip 
of that Number) Thatit was true, the King's 
Religion had been a very main Cauſe to bring 
thoſe Misfortunes upon himſelf and the Nation 
which they laboured under, but hereby it 
could not be thought that ſhould be as much as 
once debated for a {ufficient Ground to exclude 
him from his Throne ; That this would appear 
ſtrange in the Sight of all Nations, that a Po- 
piſh Prince was. 4ncapable ta ſway, a Scepter, 
when even-in Englawdiit {elf there had been no 
leſs than Forty Roman. Catholick .Kings, who 
had governed England, from King, Egberr tv 
Queen Elizabeth 5 That it was but the other 
Day that all the Kingdom had by. Addreſſes 0: 
purpoſe diſavowed that. Maxime z That the tw 
Univerſities had. condemned the ſame- for i: 
Error, and that the Parliament an One thouſcnc! 
{x hundred andeighty five,did believe it to be « 
thing ſo pernicious and dettructive to a State, 
that they were minded to brand with Infa:ay 
all thoſe who- would have excluded thz Dake of 
York from the Succeſliun ; That all th: Natiun 
having acknowledged this Prince at « Twa-. 
when he made open Profeſſion of the Pupith Re- 
gion, it Would be 7 ridicalous inconſequence to 
pretend 'that that ſame Religion Was. an Hin- 
drauce to his reigning as King of #24 ; 
and that as, for. any previous Compact: thit 
might be alledged by ill - diſpoſed Nizn to 
have been between King and Peopie, i was a 
pernicious chimerical Notion, often cend-mned 
as a Gap opencd to ſeditious Practices ior the 
imbroiling of theState; That furely that Retreat 
could —_— called a Deſertion in the King, full 
of Diſcontent, ayd finding himſelf abandoned 

| Ggg888 4 by 
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by his Subjects to the Mercy of a Foreign Na- 
tion, eſpecially ſeeing the Royal Character the 
bore, did but . expole him to the Inſults of 
the People, and his Perſon into the Rands of 
a Prince that impoſed Laws upon him, ferzed 
him in his own Dominions, and gave him me 
brages that ought to preſage rnngens ar- 
to him; That the Offers he had again and again 
made to the Nation, and-even to the Prince of 
Orange, who protected it, to treat with them 
amicably, to leave nothing undone for the re- 
dreſſing of their Grievances, could not bur be 
adjudged Reparations ſufficient for thoſe Fautts 
that were imputed to him; That the Letter he 
had writ, left behind him at Feverſham, and 
ordered to be printed, with ſeveral other Let- 
ters which he had aQually writ to diaerſe Per- 
ſons, aſſerting his Authority and Claim; And 
that the Proteitations, which no doubt he would 
make againſt any Acts of the Aſſembly to meet, 
if any ſuch ſhould happen in disfavour of him , 
which could hardly be credited, and the Mea- 
ſures which he had taken, arid whereof th 
heard enough every Day, and would doubtleſs 
more and more dayly, for the Recovery of his 
Dominions, were evident Demonſtrations that 
he had not renounced them; And that if they 
were deſerted by him, it was becauſe his Perſon 
was in no Security there, and not the Throne, 
which he ſtill looked upon as a Property apper- 
faining to him alone ; Thar he was not the firſt 
and only King, even of England, that had made 
2121s Step ; That Erbelrede in the Time of the 
Saxon & :ne« retired into Normandy, 'and that 
among the Reval Stem of the Flanragenerts, Fd- 
ward 1V. paſt over into Flanders without King 
#terry VI. his Competitor his believing _ - 
1a 


had thereby acquired a new Title to the Crown; 
That as to the preſent conjunure the Ki 
found himſelf in, the Condition of Kings woul 
be very hard, "if they of all Mankind werethe 
only Perſons who were not allowed the Favour 
to ſhun a Danger they were expoſed to, and 
which could net he avorded butbyyflecing from 
it, and that ſyfely it Was a 'S Prudence 
when he ſaw his Houſe on Fire beyond a ] 4 
lity of extinguiſhing" it, "to fave his'own MBife, 
and attend am Oppafftinity' to. rebnildit again, 
{mce he conid notfave it from buraing. What 
Succeſſes, my Lord. theſe Remonſtrances have 
met with, 'or may ſtill, it may be pox Lord- 
ſhip can tell ; But I can tell you, if this fails, 
there is another Mine to ſpring, whereen they 
rely very much, - and on which they ifitend to 
m_ with _—_— | ; ene oiedrrch 
to\keep. my poor Country From! fallitig- aptin 
into their Snares, fomwhich itnow B99 {6 air 
a way of being Jelivered, md toitiipire your 
Lordſhip and other worthy Patriors-tt- tuch :a 
janRure with a 'proportionable Zeal! for: the 
good of it, and ſo Irelt, + : 


My Lord, 


Paris, Feb. 5s, Yotr Lordflnp's moſt 
- 1689.S,N, 


LET- 


Humble Servant, , 
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LETTER LV. 


Upon the Thron?s being declared Vacant by 
the Comvention, the French Emiſſaries were 
to endeavour to embroil the Nation about 
the Form of Government. ro be eſtabliſhed 
among them. x 


My Lard, 


[| Know not how it is in Ene/and, but Men's 

Wits here have plaid ſo liberally upon the 
Word Abdication, itarted in your Convention, 
and ſuch Railery andBuitle male about it as can 
ſcarce - be beheved by any without he were an 
Eye and Ear-Witneſs of it; and beljeving at the 
ſame time they would never make any thing of it 
but that the Precautions they had taken to man- 
nage the Upper Honſe, would fully anſwer 
their Expectations , the Grimaces they have 
fince made upon thetr receiving certain Advices, 
That the Throne has been declared Vacant, are 
not (0 urprizing for one is a natural Conſe- 
quence of the other, as they are ſudden and ri- 
diculous ; Tho' they aremot yet quite out of 
Hopes, for their Emiſfaries have received previ- 
OUS InftruRiors, That in caſe their Remonſtran- 
ces to the Lords, as mentioned in my laſt, world 
"ot do, that then they ſhould chiefly turn their 
Batteries upon the Members of the Lower 
Houſe, 


Houſe, by infuſing. Notions into ſome of one 
ort of Government as the beſt, To. others an- 


other, to gain Time thereby; and concert mu- 
tual TJealouſies between the Parties, which 


would not fail of making the Prince weary of 


ſuch endleſs Wranglings, and ſo make him 
either aſſume the Government by vertue of hys 
own Power and Authority, Or elſe ſeeing no 
Hopes of any Settlement , and that the Fatt;- 
ons were ſo, ſtrong as. not to be .quelled, and 
o obſtinate as not to be: reconciled, to retire 
home , and leave them in a far worſe State 
than he found them. The Republican Party, 
which they knew to be but very few, They 
are to ply warmly with the Fitneſs of the 
Opportunity to jet up a Free State once again, 
that perhaps the Prince of Orange would be 
better pleaſed with it, - provided he were made 
Stadtholder as he was in Holtand, and great- 
ly promote it, if he ſw once a tendency in 
airy conſiderable Members t:;at way, that a 
Regency which was like to be alias 4 por tie 
acclaring the Throne Vacant, could not be 
tho::7ht to be [o agreeable to him, who knew- 
well. exoueh the publick Evuils that were m:- 
Hext to ſuch an Office, but that if it ſhould" fa 
nappen that the major part: ſhould carry it , 
tht the - Regal Dignity and Office ſhould be 
Continued and that in the Perſon of another 
than Kine James, and inat dy natural Cor- 
ſequence it miſt be offered to the Prince of 
Orange, yer ſurely they could not be fo far 
ipguting to themſelves 4s 110t to ſtickle that he 
might receive the Crawn under ſuch a Title 
as might come as nigh that Form of a Repub- 
lick as might be , and lay a ſure Foundation 
for the Introduttion of it , ben things were 
| ; Yr 1p6Y 5 
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riper, at another Turn of Government, which 
under ſuch Circumſtances could not chuſe but 
quickly happen : what could they better do, 
than to get the K ingdom declared Eleftive, 
which as it was a Debaſing and' Diminution 
of Hereditary Succeſſion, ſo it was a great Step 
rowards the erefting of a Popular Government 
ance more, which the Treachery and Hypocri- 
ſie of one at the Head of it had deſtroyed in 
che preſent Age, when it was in a fair way 
of gxving Laws to all the Neighbour Nations 
_ 4 ae, _ ww i rr _—_ 
That f they found any diſpoſea to favour the 
Title of Camels . %, far to promote it as 
might tn ſome © Meaſure give (Check to the 0- 
ther Fattions, but by no means to overballance 
them, Bat that theſe Practices ' may have as 
little Succeſs as thoſe rhentioned in my laſt 
to your Lordſhip, is the carnelf Deſire and 
Hope of, £- oy 


My Lord, 
Paris,Feb.1g. Yours Lordſhip's moſt 


 1689.N.S. 
bumble Ser uant. 


- TX 
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LETTER. LV. 


Of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange bring 
Proclaimed K its atid Quetn of Eng- 
tahd, &c. 


My Lord, 

Hs Court is Thunder-{truck that all their 
Counter-Plots and Deſigns have been ren- 
dred fo ineffeual in Errl-22d, where hereto- 
fore they ſeldom uſed to mits their Mark, and 
that they come to be aſſured by repeated Advices 
that the Prince and Princets of (ra14e are cC- 
clared King and Cyecn of England, &c, and 
what adds greatlv to the Mortification 1s . 
the Circumitances of 1t, both as to the Tatts 
whereby they are dectared and the People 
of England's previons iilerting their Native 
Rights and Legal Privileges to vigorouily . 
ind thereby caſting ſuch an 0.4; apon the 
late Goveriment, as/can Hardty be obliterat- 
ed and forgotten in this Age; And now they 
begin to think what may not they fear fron 
a Pruice who has been fo much injured by 
them, had alwavs the Honeity , as well as 
Courage and Conitancy to oppoſe their In- 
croachinents, and now by this mighty Ac- 
« 111on of Power has mcans enough to _ a 
Chick 
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Check upon their exorbitant Greatneſs, and 

oy, wage them to diſgorge what they 
have devouring; of. their Neighbours for 
many Years paſt; which 1 heartily long to 
ſee effeted, and wiſh King Will:am and his 
Royal Conſort may be happier than Argu- 
ſtus and better than Trajanuws, and that 
'0ur Lordſhip. may flouriſh under them, wizom 
I ſhall ever loue and Hononr, * tho' I cannot 
at preſent ſerve, becauſe of the Difficulty of 
Safe Conveyance to your Hands ; and there- 
fore till. I can ſettle a ſure and ſafe Corre- 
ſpondence, upon this Change of Government, 
with your Lordſhip, I remain, 


My Lord, 


Paris, Feb. 27... Your very humble Servant. | 


i689, N, S. 


